THE  EAST  SYRIAN  LECTIONARY 

An  Historico-Liturgical  Study 


Pauly  KANNOOKADAN 


MAR  THOMA  YOGAM 

(THE  ST  THOMAS  CHRISTIAN  FELLOWSHIP,  ROME) 


Rome  1991 


^  ^ 


^x  Hibris 

?tU'tl)  i'Harbutbo  Hibrarp 

The  Malphono  George  Anton  Kiraz  Collection 


LaVi'  L»c»  lLz>^,.a^  oCi>.  .o'avn  U*i 

Iv^vav  lx  mv^  locu  )0.-^  Ou^  .nmO) 

ylo  c>iA^M  l;v  mo  1 1 0'X  n.  ^  L;_sqjo 

^<.i^  I;  \  (T)  oX.  loou  I;  V  m  oX  ^>.rJX 


❖  oi^>^o,X  otX  «j-2>c>ui  ..aicii^-v  ^ 


Anyone  who  asks  for  this  volume,  to 
read,  collate,  or  copy  from  it,  and  who 
appropriates  it  to  himself  or  herself,  or 
cuts  anvtliing  out  ot  it,  should  realize 
that  (s)he  will  have  to  give  answer  before 
(iod’s  awesome  tribunal  as  if  (s)he  had 
robbed  a  sanctuary.  Let  such  a  person  be 
held  anathema  and  receive  no  forgiveness 
until  the  book  is  returned.  So  be  it. 
Amen!  /\nd  anyone  who  removes  these 
anathemas,  digitally  or  otherwise,  shall 
hirnseh  receive  them  in  double. 


THE  EAST  SYRIAN  LECTIONARY 


An  Historico-Liturgical  Study 


Pauly  KANNOOKADAN 


MAR  THOMA  YOGAM 

(THE  ST  THOMAS  CHRISTIAN  FELLOWSHIP,  ROME) 


Komi  1991 


Vidimus  et  approbamus  ad  normam  statutorum  instituti  Romae, 

ex  Pontificio  Instituto  Orientali 
31.05.1991 

Prof.  Robert  Taft,  S.J. 

Prof.  Pierre  Yousif 


Imprimatur 

Dal  Vicariato  di  Roma 
21.06.1991 


All  rights  reserved 


Copies  available  at 


Centre  for  Indian  and  Inter-Religious  Studies 
Corso  Vittorio  Emmanuele  294/10 
00186  Rome,  Italy 


TO  THE  LOVING  MEMORY  OF  MY  FATHER 


PREFACE 


The  shape  of  the  current  liturgy  is  the  outcome  of  the 
structuring  of  individual  elements  of  the  anamnesis  of  the  Christ  event  in 
the  ecclesial  tradition  for  the  worshiping  community  through  the  centuries. 
The  history  of  the  liturgy  provides  a  record  of  this  anamnesis  of  the 
worshiping  community  in  its  peculiar  tradition  and  culture.  It  shows  us 
what  function  each  part  of  the  liturgy  originally  served,  and  how  it  got  to 
what  it  is  today.  The  proper  understanding  of  liturgy  demands,  therefore, 
an  understanding  of  its  origins  and  development  up  to  the  present  day. 

This  book,  a  doctoral  dissertation  defended  in  the  liturgical 
section  of  the  Oriental  Ecclesiastical  Sciences  Faculty  at  the  Pontifical 
Oriental  Institute,  Rome,  on  May  29,  1991,  aims  at  a  scientific  study  of  the 
history  and  the  meaning  of  the  East  Syrian  lectionary.  This  lectionary  is 
theologically  rich  and  highly  developed  liturgicaUy.  However,  it  remains  in 
the  liturgical  books  and  manuscripts,  used  but  unexamined.  Under  the 
unending  providence  of  God  we  offer  this  thesis  as  a  service  to  the 
Churches  of  the  East  Syrian  tradition,  hoping  that  it  may  help  them  to 
know  better  and  love  more  their  heritage,  and  ease  the  future  steps  of 
necessaiy  liturgical  reform. 

I  wish  to  express  my  deep  gratitude  to  all  those  who  have 
collaborated  with  me  in  the  completion  of  this  work.  First  of  all, I  express 
my  deep  sense  of  gratitude  to  Prof  Robert  Taft,S.J.,  the  director  of  this 
doctoral  dissertation  for  his  competent  guidance  and  clear  judgement 
coupled  with  his  profound  scholarship  throughout  the  course  of  this  study. 
The  amount  of  time  he  spent  and  the  interest  he  took  in  the  preparation 
of  this  thesis  were  exceptional.  His  careful  reading  of  my  work  word  by 
word,  saved  me  from  many  a  careless  error  with  regard  to  its  content  and 
its  language.  I  thank  with  all  my  heart  Prof  Pierre  Yousif,  the  second 
director  of  this  thesis  for  his  creative  suggestions,  constant  encouragement 
and  genuine  interest  in  my  work.  The  insights  drawn  from  my  personal 
discussions  with  him  have  been  a  persistent  source  of  inspiration.  I  also 
express  my  gratitude  to  Prof  Poggi  for  his  evaluation  as  the  relator  of  this 
thesis,  to  all  my  professors,  especially  those  of  liturgical  section  of  the 
Oriental  Sciences  Faculty  of  the  Pontifical  Oriental  Institute,  Rome  and  to 
Sr.Mary  Randal  for  her  suggestions  to  improve  the  language. 

I  take  this  occasion,  finally,  to  express  my  indebtedness  to 
Mar  James  Pazhayattil,  Bishop  of  Irinjalakuda,  who  sent  me  to  pursue  my 
studies  in  Rome  and  encouraged  me  constantly;  to  the  Pontifical 
Congregation  for  the  Oriental  Churches,  which  provided  me  with  the 
necessary  scholarship  and  to  the  Mar  Thoma  Yogam  for  their  initiative  to 
publish  this  work.  I  thank  in  a  special  way,  Rev.  Fr.  Michael  Angelo  O.  C. 
D.  Rector  of  the  CoUegio  Damasceno,  and  all  my  friends  in  that  college 
and  elsewhere  for  their  support  and  friendship. 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 


PREFACE  . xii 

TABLE  OF  CONTENTS  .  ix 

ABBREVIATIONS . xv 

BIBLIOGRAPHY .  xix 

INTRODUCTION .  1 

I.  The  Scope  of  This  Study .  1 

II.  Lectionary  Systems .  1 

1.  Some  Antecedents .  1 

2.  Early  Christian  Lectionaiy  Systems  .  4 

III.  Previous  Studies  .  6 

IV.  The  Present  Study .  8 

CHAPTER  ONE 

THE  SOURCES  OF  THE  EAST  SYRIAN  LECTIONARY  SYSTEMS  10 

I.  The  Liturgical  Books  of  the  East  Syrian  Lectionary 

Systems .  10 

1.  Chaldean  Editions .  10 

a.  OT  Lectionary  (Qeryane) .  10 

b.  Epistle  Lectionaiy  (Sliha) .  10 

c.  Gospel  Lectionary  (Ewangaliyon) .  11 

2.  Assyrian  Editions  .  11 

3.  Malabar  Editions  .  11 

II.  Known  Manuscripts  of  East  Syrian  Lectionary 

System  .  12 

1.  Manuscripts  of  the  Upper  Monastery  System  ....  12 

a.  OT  Lectionaiy  .  12 

b.  Epistle  Lectionaiy  .  12 

c.  Gospel  Lectionaiy  .  13 

2.  Extant  Manuscripts  of  the  Mosul  System  .  16 

a.  Epistle  Lectionaiy  .  16 

b.  Gospel  Lectionaiy  .  17 

3.  Extant  Manuscripts  of  Beth  'Abhe  System  .  17 

a.  OT  Lectionaiy  .  17 

b.  Gospel  Lectionaiy  .  18 

4.  Extant  Manuscripts  of  the  Cathedral  System  .  18 

a.  OT  Lectionaiy  .  18 

b.  Epistle  Lectionaiy  .  18 


X 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 


c.  Gospel  Lectionary  .  19 

5.  Uncategorized  Manuscripts  .  19 

a.  OT  Lectionary .  19 

b.  Epistle  Lectionary  .  19 

c.  Gospel  Lectionary  .  20 

CHAPTER  TWO 

THE  UPPER  MONASTERY  LECTIONARY  SYSTEM .  23 

I.  The  Upper  Monastery  <Daira  'Ellaita>  .  23 

II.  The  Sources  Under  Study  .  25 

1.  Printed  Texts  .  26 

2.  Selected  Manuscripts  of  the  Lectionary .  26 

a.  OT  Lectionary .  26 

b.  Epistle  Lectionary .  27 

c.  Gospel  Lectionary .  28 

3.  Selected  Manuscripts  of  the  Hudra  .  28 

III.  Upper  Monastery  Church  Year  and  its  Lessons  .  29 

1.  The  Period  of  Annunciation  and  Nativity 

(Subbara  &  Yalda) .  30 

a.  The  Lessons .  30 

b.  Observations  .  32 

2.  The  Period  of  Epiphany  (Denha)  .  33 

a.  The  Lessons .  33 

b.  Observations  .  38 

3.  The  Period  of  the  Great  Fast  (Sauma  Rabba) .  39 

a.  The  Lessons .  39 

b.  Observations  .  44 

4.  The  Period  of  Resurrection  (Qiamata) .  45 

a.  The  Lessons  .  45 

b.  Observations  .  49 

5.  The  Period  of  the  Apostles  (Slihe)  .  50 

a.  The  lessons  .  50 

b.  Observations  .  52 

6.  The  Period  of  Summer  (Qaita) .  53 

a.  The  Lessons .  53 

b.  Observations  .  56 

7.  The  Period  of  Elijah,  Cross  and  Moses 

(Elia,  Slibha,  Mose)  .  57 

a.  The  Lessons .  57 

b.  Observations  .  60 

8.  The  Period  of  the  Dedication  of  the  Church 

(Qoodas  Edta) .  60 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS  Xi 

a.  The  Lessons  .  60 

b.  Observations  .  62 

CHAPTER  THREE 

COMPARISON  OF  THE  UPPER  MONASTERY  LECTIONARY 

SYSTEM  WITH  THE  OTHER  EAST  SYRIAN  SYSTEMS  .  63 

1.  Lectionary  System  of  Mosul  .  63 

1.  The  Diocese  of  Mosul  and  its  Lectionary 

System  .  63 

2.  The  sources  under  Study .  63 

a.  Epistle  Lectionaiy .  63 

b.  Gospel  Lectionaiy  .  64 

IT  The  Lectionaiy  System  of  Beth  'Abhe .  64 

1.  The  Monastery  of  Beth  Abhe  and  the 

Lectionaiy  System  .  64 

2.  The  Sources  under  Study .  65 

III.  The  Lectionaiy  Usage  of  the  Cathedral  of  Kokhe .  65 

1.  The  Cathedral  of  Kokhe  and  its  Lectionaiy  System  .  65 

2.  The  Sources  under  Study .  65 

IV.  Comparison  of  the  Upper  Monastery  Lectionaiy  System 

with  the  Other  East  Syrian  Systems .  66 

1.  The  Period  of  Annunciation  and  Nativity .  66 

2.  The  Period  of  Epiphany .  71 

3.  The  Period  of  Great  Lent  . 86 

4.  The  Period  of  Resurrection  .  102 

5.  The  Period  of  Apostles  .  110 

6.  The  Period  of  Summer .  114 

7.  The  Periods  of  Elijah,  Cross  and  Moses .  118 

8.  The  Period  of  the  Dedication  of  the  Church  . 124 

Conclusion .  128 

CHAPTER  FOUR 

COMPARISON  OF  THE  EAST  SYRIAN  LECTIONARY  SYSTEMS 
WITH  OTHER  EXTANT  EARLY  LECTIONARY  SYSTEMS  ....  129 

I.  Extant  Early  Lectionary  Systems  .  129 

1.  The  Early  Syrian  Lectionaiy  System  .  129 

a.  Codex  British  Library  Add.  14528  .  129 

b.  The  Lectionaiy  System  .  130 

2.  The  Early  Jerusalem  Lectionary  System .  131 

a.  Codex  Jerusalem  Armenian  121  .  131 

b.  The  Lectionaiy  System  .  131 

II.  Comparison  of  the  East  Syrian  Lectionaiy  Systems  with 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 


Xll 


Other  Early  Extant  Systems .  132 

1.  The  Feast  and  Period  of  Nativity .  132 

a.  The  Early  Syrian  Lectionary 

System .  132 

b.  Jerusalem  Lectionary  System .  133 

c.  Table  of  Comparison  .  133 

2.  The  Feast  and  Period  of  Epiphany .  134 

a.  The  Early  Syrian  Lectionary 

System .  134 

b.  The  Jerusalem  Lectionary  System  .  .  135 

c.  Table  of  Comparison  .  137 

3.  Great  Lent  and  Holy  Week .  139 

a.  The  Early  Syrian  Lectionary  System  .  139 

b.  The  Jerusalem  Lectionary  System  .  .  141 

c.  Table  of  Comparison  .  143 


4.  The  Feasts  of  Resurrection,  Ascension,  and 

the  Period  of  Resurrection  ...  146 

a.  The  Early  Syrian  Lectionary  System  .  146 

b.  The  Jerusalem  Lectionary  System  .  .  147 


c.  Table  of  Comparison  .  148 

5.  The  Feast  of  Pentecost,  the  Period  and  Feast 

of  the  Apostles,  and  the  Period 
of  Summer .  149 

a.  The  Early  Syrian  Lectionary  system  .  149 

b.  The  Jerusalem  Lectionary  System  .  .  149 

c.  Table  of  Comparison  .  150 

6.  The  Feast  of  the  Cross  and  the  Period  of 

Elijah,  Cross  and  Moses .  151 

a.  The  Early  Syrian  Lectionary  System  .  151 

b.  The  Jerusalem  Lectionary  System  .  .  151 

c.  Table  of  Comparison  .  152 

7.  The  Feast  and  Period  of  the  Dedication  of 

the  Church .  152 

a.  The  Early  Syrian  Lectionary  System  .  152 

b.  The  Jerusalem  Lectionary  System  .  .  153 

c.  Table  of  Comparison  .  154 

Conclusion .  154 


CHAPTER  FIVE 

THE  ORIGIN  AND  THE  DEVELOPMENT 

OF  THE  EAST  SYRIAN  LECTIONARY  SYSTEMS  .  156 
1.  Some  Antecedents  .  156 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS  Xlll 

II.  Early  East  Syrian  Lectionary  System  .  159 

III.  The  Origin  of  the  Monastic  and  Cathedral  Systems .  160 

1.  The  Liturgical  Reform  of  Iso  'Yahb  III .  160 

2.  The  Origin  of  the  Monastic  Lectionary  Systems  ...  161 

a.  The  Earliest  Known  Manuscript  of  the 

Monastic  Systems  .  162 

b.  The  Origin  of  the  Monastic  Lectionary 

Systems  .  163 

3.  The  Origin  of  the  Cathedral  Lectionary  System  ....  163 

a.  The  Earliest  Known  Manuscript  of  the 

Cathedral  Lectionary  System .  163 

b.  The  Origin  of  the  Cathedral  Lectionary 

System  .  163 

IV.  The  Evolution  of  the  East  Syrian  Lectionary  Systems  ....  164 

1.  The  Early  Structure  of  the  East  Syrian  Lectionary 

Systems .  164 

2.  The  Pentecontad  Calendar  and  the  East  Syrian 

Lectionaiy  System  .  166 

3.  The  Development  of  the  East  Syrian  Lectionary  Systeit§6 

V.  Fixation  of  the  Present  Usage  in  the  East  Syrian  Churches  167 

1.  The  Chaldean  Church  .  167 

2.  The  Assyrian  Church  .  168 

3.  The  Malabar  Church .  168 

Conclusion .  169 

CHAPTER  SIX 

LITURGICO-THEOLOGICAL  EVALUATION 

OF  THE  EAST  SYRIAN  LECTIONARY  SYSTEMS  .  170 

I.  Period  of  Annunciation-Nativity  .  171 

1.  Content  of  the  Lessons  .  172 

2.  Themes  of  the  Lessons  .  174 

a.  Coming  of  the  Promised  Messiah .  174 

b.  Beginning  of  the  New  Era  of  Salvation  ....  175 

II.  Period  of  Epiphany .  176 

1.  Content  of  the  Lessons  .  177 

2.  Themes  of  the  Lessons  .  179 

a.  Divine  Manifestation  in  Christ .  179 

b.  Rebirth  by  the  Spirit .  180 

III.  Period  of  Great  Lent .  181 

1.  Content  of  the  Lessons  .  182 

2.  Themes  of  the  Lessons  .  188 

a.  Christ,  the  Revealed  Word  of  God .  188 


xiv 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 


b.  New  Life  in  Christ  .  190 

IV.  Period  of  Resurrection .  190 

1.  Content  of  the  Lessons  .  191 

2.  Themes  of  the  Lessons  .  194 

a.  Glorification  of  Christ .  194 

b.  Beginning  of  the  Messianic  Community  ...  194 

V.  Periods  of  Apostles  and  Summer .  196 

1.  Content  of  the  Lessons  .  196 

2.  Themes  of  the  Lessons  . 200 

a.  Universal  Call  for  Discipleship  of  Christ  .  .  .  200 

b.  Spirit  Guided  Messianic  Community . 201 

VI.  Period  of  Elijah,  Cross  and  Moses . 202 

1.  Content  of  the  Lessons  . 202 

2.  Themes  of  the  Lessons  . 205 

a.  Kingdom  of  God  . 205 

b.  Church  the  Redeemed  Community . 207 

VII  Period  of  the  Dedication  of  the  Church . 207 

1.  Content  of  the  Lessons  . 208 

2.  Themes  of  the  Lessons  . 209 

a.  Christ  the  Son  of  the  Living  God . 209 

b.  Eschatological  Realization  of  the  Church  in 

the  Heavenly  Jerusalem  . 210 

Conclusion . 210 


GENERAL  CONCLUSION 


212 


ABBREVIATIONS 


Ang 

ANF 

BAl 

BA2 

BLE 

BO 

Camb 

CE 

CG 

CO 

CSCO 

EL 

ET 

GCS 

HSS 

JA 

JEH 

JJS 


Angelicum 
Ante-Nicene  Fathers 

Beth  'Abhe  Gospel  lectionary  ms  British  Library  248 

Beth  'Abhe  Gospel  lectionary  ms  Harvard  Syriac  141 

Bulletin  de  Litterature  Eccl^siastique 

J.  S.  ASSEMANI,  Bibliotheca  Orientalis  Clementino- 
Vaticanae  de  Scriptoribus  Syris^  3  vols,  Rome  1719- 
1728. 

Cambridge 

Chaldean  Epistle  Lectionary 
Chaldean  Gospel  Lectionary 
Chaldean  OT  Lectionary 

Corpus  Scriptorum  Christianorum  Orientalium,  Louvain 
Ephemerides  Liturgicae 
English  Translation 

Die  griechischen  christlichen  Schriftsteller  der  ersten  drei 
J  ahrhunderte 

Harvard  Semitic  Studies 

Journal  Asiatique 

Journal  of  Ecclesiastical  History 

Journal  of  Jewish  Studies 


JLW 


Jahrbuch  fiir  Liturgiewissenschaft 


xvi 


ABB  REV  I  AT  IONS 


JTS 

Ml 

M2 

M3 

M4 

LMD 

ML 

Mus 

NL 

NPNF 

OC 

OCP 

OIRSI 

OKS 

One  Ch. 

OrS}^* 

PIOL 

PIO 

PO 

PS 

PUSTA 


Journal  of  Theological  Studies 

Mosul  lectionary  Epistle  ms  Leningrad  XXII 

Mosul  lectionaiy  Epistle  ms  Vatican  Arabic  29 

Mosul  lectionary  Gospel  ms  Cambridge  1975 

Mosul  lectionary  Gospel  ms  British  Library  29 

La  Maison-Dieu 

Malabar  Lectionary 

Le  Museon 

Nestorian  Lectionary 

Nicene  and  Post-Nicene  Fathers 

O liens  Chris ti anus 

Orientalia  Christiana  Periodica 

Oriental  Institute  of  Religious  Studies  in  India 

Ostkirchliche  Studien 

One  Church 

L' Orient  Syrien 

Publications  de  Finstitut  orientaliste  de  Louvain 
Pontificio  Istituto  Orientate,  Rome 
Patrologia  Orientalis 
Patrologia  Syriaca 

Pontificia  Universita  S.  Tommaso  d' Aquino,  Rome 


ABBREVIAT  IONS 


XVU 


RB 

SBF 

sc 

SCEO 

SE 

SI 

ss 

StPat 

SVNC 

UM 

UMl 

UM2 

UM3 

UM4 

UM5 

UM6 

UM7 

UM8 

UM9 

UMIO 


Revue  biblique 

Stadium  Bibllcujn  Franciscanum 
Sources  Chretiennes 

Sacra  Congregatio  pro  Ecclesia  Orientali,  Rome 

Sacris  Erudiri 

Stadia  Iranica 

Scriptores  Syri 

Stadia  Patristica 

Scriptorum  Veterum  Nova  Collectio 
Upper  Monastery 

Upper  Monastery  OT  lectionaiy  ms  British  Library  243 
<Add.l4492> 

Upper  Monastery  OT  lectionary  ms  Vatican  Syriac  24 

Upper  Monastery  OT  lectionary  ms  Cambridge  1976 

Upper  Monastery  Epistle  lectionaiy  ms  Vatican  Syriac  23 

Upper  Monastery  Epistle  lectionaiy  ms  British  Library  247 

Upper  Monastery  Epistle  lectionaiy  ms  Harvard  Syriac  3 

Upper  Monastery  Epistle  lectionaiy  ms  Cambridge  3291 

Upper  Monastery  Epistle  lectionaiy  ms  Cambridge  Add.  2035 

Upper  Monastery  Epistle  lectionaiy  ms  Leningrad  XXI 

Upper  Monastery  Gospel  lectionaiy  ms  Bodleian  Library 
Auct.  E.  4.  22 


XVlll 

UMll 

UM12 

UM13 

UM14 

Vat.  Syr 

VSH 


ABBREVIAT  IONS 

Upper  Monastery  Gospel  lectionary  ms  British  Library  246 
Upper  Monastery  Hudra  ms  British  Library  Add. 7 177 
Upper  Monastery  Hudra  ms  Berlin  Or.  Quarto  1160 
Upper  Monastery  Hudra  ms  Athens,  National  Library  1802 
Vatican  Syriac 

Verzeichnis  der  syrischen  Handschriften 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


ADAM,  Liturgical  Year  =  A.  ADAM,  The  Liturgical  Year:  its  History 
and  its  Meaning  after  the  Reform  of  Liturgy,  New  York  1981. 

APHRAHAT,  Demonstrationes  III  =  I.  PARISOT  ed.  &  trans.,  Aphraatis 
Sapientis  Persae,  Demonstrationes  III,  PS  I.l,  Paris  1894,  96-135. 

APHRAHAT,  Demonstrationes  Xll  =  I.  PARISOT  ed.  &  trans.,  Aphraatis 
Sapientis  Persae,  Demonstrationes  Xll,  PS  I.l,  Paris  1894,  504-540. 

Apostolic  Constitutions  =  See  METZGER. 

APREM,  Nestorian  Lectionaiy  =  Mar  APREM,  Nestorian  Lectionary  and 
Julian  Calendar,  Trichur  1982. 

ASSEMANI,  Catalogus  =  S.  E.  ASSEMANUS  &  J.  S.  ASSEMANUS, 
Bibliothecae  Apostolicae  Vaticanae  Codicum  Manuscriptorum  Catalogus, 
partis  primae,  tomus  secundus,  Romae  1758;  partis  primae,  tomus  tertius, 
Romae  1759. 

A^SFALG,  Syr.  Handschriften  =  J.  ASSFALG,  Syrische  Handschriften, 
Wiesbaden  1963. 

BADGER,  Nestorians  =  G.  P.  BADGER,  The  Nestorians  and  their 
Rituals,  2  vols.,  London  1852. 

BALDI,  "Lezioni"  =  D.  BALDI,  "Le  lezioni  scritturistiche  nella  liturgia  di 
Gerusalemme  nei  secoli  IV  e  V",  SBF  2  (1951-1952)  163-226. 

BARSOTTI,  Parole  de  Dieu  =  D.  BARSOTTI,  La  parole  de  Dieu  dans 
le  mystere  chretien.  Lex  Orandi  17,  Paris  1954. 

BAUMSTARK,  "Altchristliche  Perikopenordnung"  =  A.  BAUMSTARK, 
"Neuerschossene  Urkunden  altchristlicher  Perikopenordnung  des 
ostaramaischen  Sprachgebietes",  OC  3.1  (1927)  1-22. 

BAUMSTARK,  "Heiligenkalender"  -  BAUMSTARK  A.,  "Ausstrahlungen 
des  vorbyzantinischen  Heiligenkalenders  von  Jerusalem,  OCP  2  (1936)  129- 
144 


XX 


BIBL lOGRAPHY 


BAUMSTARK,  "Beth  Qoqa"  =  A.  BAUMSTARK,  "Eine  Geschichte  des 
Klosters  von  Beth-Qoqa",  OC  1  (1901)  387-389. 

BAUMSTARK,  "Bruchstucke"  =  A.  BAUMSTARK,  "Neue  soghdisch- 
nestorianische  Bruchstiicke",  OC  2.4  (1915)  123-128. 

BAUMSTARK,  Comparative  Liturgy  =  A.  BAUMSTARK,  Comparative 
Liturgy  Oxford  1958. 

BAUMSTARK,  "Evangelienlesung"  =  A.  BAUMSTARK,  "Die 
Sonntagliche  Evangelienlesung  im  vorbyzantinischen  Jerusalem, 
Byzantinische  Zeitschrift  30  (1929-30)  350-359. 

BAUMSTARK,  Geschichte  =  A.  BAUMSTARK,  Geschichte  der  syrischen 
Literatur  mit  Ausschluss  der  christlich-palastinensischen  Texte,  Bonn  1922. 

BAUMSTARK,  Perikopenordnungen  =  A.  BAUMSTARK, 
Nichtevangelische  syrische  Perikopenordnungen  des  ersten  J ahrtausends, 
Milnster  1921. 

BED  JAN,  Liber  Superiorum  =  See  THOMA  OE  MARGA 

BEISSEL,  Perikopen  =  BEISSEL,  Die  Entstehung  der  Perikopen  des 
romischen  Messbuches,  Ereiburg  1907. 

BERASATEGUI,  "Les  versions  de  la  Bible"  =  P.  BERASATEGUI,  "Les 
versions  de  la  Bible  en  usage  dans  les  Eglises  de  langue  Syriaque",  OrSyr 
1  (1956)  44-65. 

BERTI,  "Lezionario"  =  G.  BERTI,  "11  piu  antico  lezionario  della  chiesa", 
EL  68  (1954)  147-154. 

BLACK,  "Encoenia"  =  M.  BLACK,  "The  Eestival  of  Encoenia  in  the 
Ancient  Church  with  Special  Reference  to  Palestine  and  Syria",  JEH  5 
(1954)  78-85. 

Book  of  Governors  =  See  THOMA  OF  MARGA. 

BOTTE,  "Dimanches  de  la  Dedicace  =  B.  BOTTE,  "Les  dimanches  de  la 
Dedicace  dans  les  Eglises  syriennes",  OrSyr  2  (1957),  65-70. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


xxi 


BOTTE,  "Lectionnaire"  =  B.  BOTTE,  "Le  Lectionnaire  armenien  et  la  fete 
de  la  Theotokos  a  Jerusalem  au  Ve  siecle",  SE  2  (1949)  111-122. 

BROCK,  Harp  of  the  Spirit  =  S.  P.  BROCK,  The  Harp  of  the  Spirit, 
London  1975. 

BROCK,  "Syriac  Manuscripts"  =  S.  P.  BROCK,  "The  Syriac  Manuscripts 
in  the  National  Library",  Mus  79  (1966)  174-176. 

BURGESS,  Select  Hymns  and  Homilies  =  H.  BURGESS,  Select  Hymns 
and  Homilies  of  Ephrem  Syrus,  London  1853,  77-79. 

BURKITT,  "Bible  in  Syriac"  =  F.  C.  BURKITT,  "Bible  in  Syriac"  in  Early 
Eastern  Christianity  London  1904,  39-78. 

BURKITT,  "Old  Lectionary"  =  F.  C.  BURKITT,  "The  Old  Lectionary 
System  of  Jerusalem",  JTS  24  (1923)  415-424. 

BURKITT,  "Palestinian  Literature"  =  F.  C.  BURKITT,  "Christian 
Palestinian  Literature",  JTS  2  (1901)  174-185. 

BURKITT,  "Palestinian  Syriac  Lectionary"  =  F.  C.  BURKITT,  "The 
Palestinian  Syriac  Lectionary",  JTS  6  (1904-1906)  91-98. 

BURKITT,  "Soghdian  Lectionary"  =  F.  C.  BURKITT,  "Soghdian 
Lectionary",  in  The  Religion  of  the  Manichees,  Cambridge  1925,  119- 
125. 

BURKITT,  Syrian  Lectionary  =  f.  C.  BURKITT,  The  Early  Syrian 
Lectionary  System,  London  1904. 

Canons  Ascribed  to  Maruta  of  Maiperqat  =  A.  VooBUS,  ed.  &  trans. 
The  Canons  Ascribed  to  Maruta  of  Maipherqat  and  Related  Sources, 
CSCO  439,  440  SS  191,  192,  Louvain  1982. 

CAPELLE,  "Fete  de  la  vierge"  =  B.  CAPELLE,  "La  fete  de  la  vierge  a 
Jerusalem  au  Ve  siecle",  Mus  56  (1943)  1-33. 

CAZELLES,  Parole  =  H.  CAZELLES  et  al.  La  parole  dans  la  liturgie,  Lex 
Orandi  48,  Paris  1970. 

CHABOT,  Livre  de  la  chastete  =  See  JESU  DENEHA 


XXll 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


CHABOT,  Synodicon  orientale  =  J.  B.  CHABOT  ed.  &  trans.,  Synodicon 
orientale  ou  recueil  des  synodes  nestoriens,  Paris  1902. 

CHIDIAC  &  KHOURI-SARKIS,  "Pericopes"  =  L.  CHIDIAC  &  G. 
KHOURI-SARKIS,  "Tableau  des  pericopes  bibliques  dans  les  eglises  de 
langue  syriaque",  OrSyr  3  (1958)  359-386. 

CHITTILAPPILLY,  Mdabbraimta  =  J.  CHITTILAPPILLY, 
Mdabbranuta:  the  Divine  Dispensation  of  Our  Lord  in  the  Holy  Qurbana 
of  the  East  Syrian  Tradition,  unpublished  doctoral  dissertation,  PIO,  Rome 
1989. 

CLEMONS,  "CheckUst"  =  J.  T.  CLEMONS,  "A  Checklist  of  the  Syriac 
Manuscripts  in  the  United  States  and  Canada",  OCP  32  (1966)  224-251, 
478-522. 

CYRUS  OF  EDESSA,  Explanation  of  the  Ascension  =  CYRUS  OF 
EDESSA,  Explanation  of  the  Ascension,  ed.  &  trans.  MACOMBER  W.,  Six 
Explanations  of  the  Liturgical  Feasts  by  Cyrus  of  Edessa,  CSCO  355-356, 
SS  155-156,  Louvain  1974,  137-159,  trans.  121-142. 

CYRUS  OF  EDESSA,  Explanation  of  the  Fast  =  CYRUS  OF  EDESSA, 
Explanation  of  the  Fast,  ed.  &  trans.,  MACOMBER  W.,  Six  Explanations 
of  the  Liturgical  Feasts  by  Cyrus  of  Edessa,  CSCO  355-356,  SS  155-156, 
Louvain  1974,  1-36,  trans.  1-42. 

CYRUS  OF  EDESSA,  Explanation  of  the  Pasch  =  CYRUS  OF  EDESSA, 
Explanation  of  the  Pasch,  ed.  &  trans.,  MACOMBER  W.,  Six  Explanations 
of  the  Liturgical  Feasts  by  Cyrus  of  Edessa,  CSCO  355-356,  SS  155-156, 
Louvain  1974,  43-69,  trans.  37-59. 

CYRUS  OF  EDESSA,  Explanation  of  the  Passion  =  CYRUS  OF  EDESSA, 
Explanation  of  the  Passion,  ed.  &  trans.,  MACOMBER  W.,  Six 
Explanations  of  the  Liturgical  Feasts  by  Cyrus  of  Edessa,  CSCO  355-356, 
SS  155-156,  Louvain  1974,  70-99,  trans.  60-86. 

CYRUS  OF  EDESSA,  Explanation  of  Pentecost  =  CYRUS  OF  EDESSA, 
Explanation  of  Pentecost  Sunday,  ed.  &  trans.  MACOMBER  W.,  Six 
Explanations  of  the  Liturgical  Feasts  by  Cyrus  of  Edessa,  CSCO  355-356, 
SS  155-156,  Louvain  1974,  160-187,  trans.  142-165. 


B  1  BL  I  0  GR APH Y 


xxiii 


CYRUS  OF  EDESSA,  Explanation  of  the  Resurrection  =  CYRUS  OF 
EDESSA,  Expianation  of  the  Resurrection,  ed.  &  trans.,  MACOMBER  W., 
Six  Expianations  of  the  Liturgicai  Feasts  by  Cyrus  of  Edessa,  CSCO  355- 
356,  SS  155-156,  Louvain  1974,  100-136,  trans.  87-120. 

DALMAIS,  "Bible  vivante"  =  I.  H.  DALMAIS,  "La  Bible  vivante  dans 
Feglise:  proclamation  liturgique,  predication  et  imaginaire  biblique",  MD 
126  (1976)  7-23. 

DANIELOU,  Bibie  et  Uturgie  =  J.  DANIELOU,  Bibie  et  Uturgie,  Lex 
Orandi  11,  Paris  1951. 

DARMO  =  DARMO  ed.,  Ktaba  da-qdam  wa-d-Batar  wa  -d-Hudra  wa- 
d-kaskoi  wa-d-gazza  w-qaie  d-udrane  am  ktaba  d-mazmore,  ak  taksa  d- 
Mar(y)  Gabriyei  wa-d-Mar(y)  Abraham  d-Dayra  Eilayta,  3  vols,  Trichur 
1960,  1961,  1962. 

DE  LAGARDE,  Bibiiothecae  Syriacae  =  P.  DE  LAGARDE,  Bibiiothecae 
Syriacae  a  Pauio  de  Lagarde  Coiiectae  quae  ad  Phiioiogiam  Sacram 
Pertinent,  Gottingen  1892. 

DE  LAGARDE,  "Orientalia"  =  P.  DE  LAGARDE,  "OrientaHa  I:  Die 
koptischen  Handschriften  der  Gottinger  Bibliothek",  Abhandlungen  der 
Koniglichen  Gesellschaft  der  Wissenschaften  zu  Gottingen  24  (1879-80)  3- 
62. 

DE  BRUYNE,  "Lectures"  =  DE  BRUYNE,  "Un  systeme  de  lectures  de 
la  liturgie  mozarabe",  RB  34  (1922)  147-155. 

Didascaiia  Apostoiorum  in  Syriac  =  A.  V66BUS,  The  Didascaiia 
Apostoiorum  in  Syriac,  CSCO  401-402,  SS  175-176,  Louvain  1979. 

DIX,  Shape  =  G.  DIX,  The  Shape  of  the  Liturgy,  London  1945. 

Doctrine  of  the  Aposties  =  Doctrine  of  the  Aposties  ed.  &  trans.  W. 
CURETON,  Ancient  Syriac  Documents,  London  1864,  24-36.  See  also: 
ed.  &  trans.  A.  V66BUS,  Synodicon  in  West  Syrian  Tradition,  CSCO  367, 
SS  161-162,  Louvain  1975,  200-210,  trans.  187-196.  For  the  East  Syrian 
version:  A.  MAI  ed.  &  trans.,  SVNC,  tomus  10,  Romae  1838,  3-5. 

DOLD,  Aitestes  Liturgiebuch  =  A.  DOLD,  Das  aiteste  Liturgiebuch  der 
iateinischen  Kirche,  Beuron  1936. 


xxiv 


B  I  BL  I  0  GR APH Y 


BOLD,  "Fragmente"  =  A.  BOLD,  "Zwei  wichtige  Fragmente  eines 
Boppel-Comes  aus  dem  8  Jh.",  EL  45  (1951)  1951,  77-86. 

EGERIA,  Diary  =  See  MARVEL. 

ELAPUNKAL,  Great  Lent  =  ELAPUNKAL,  Great  Lent  in  the  Chaldean 
Church:  an  Analysis  of  the  Spirituality  of  the  Period  of  the  Lent  in  the 
Chaldean  Church,  unpublished  doctoral  dissertation,  PUSTA,  Rome  1968. 
ENGBERBING,  "Ratsel"  =  H.  ENGBERBING,  "Bas  Ratsel  einer  Reihe 
von  16  Sonntagsepisteln",  OC  52  (1968)  81-86. 

ENNOLIKARA,  Feast  of  Pentecost  =  ENNOLIKARA  J.,  The  Feast  of 
Pentecost  in  the  Syro-Malabar  Church,  unpublished  doctoral  dissertation, 
PUSTA,  Rome  1987. 

EPHREM,  Hebdomada  Sancta  =  E.  BECK  ed.  &  trans.,  Serrnones  in 
Hebdomadam  Sanctam,  CSCO  412,  SS  181-182,  Louvain  1979. 

EPHREM,  Homily  on  Nativity  =  EPHREM,  Homily  on  Nativity  trans. 
from  ms  British  Library  Or.  8606,  BROCK,  The  Harp  of  the  Spirit,  London 
1975,  33-36. 

EPHREM,  Hymnen  de  Jeiunio  =  E.  BECK  ed.  &  trans.,  EPHREM, 
Hymnen  de  Jeiunio,  CSCO  247-248,  SS  73-74,  Louvain  1964. 

EPHREM,  Hymnen  de  Nativitate  =  E.  BECK  ed.  &  trans.,  Hymnen  de 
Nativitate,  CSCO  186-187,  SS  82-83,  Louvain  1959. 

EPHREM,  Hymni  et  Serrnones  =  J.  LAMY  ed.  &  trans.,  Sancti  Ephraem 
Syri  Hymni  et  Serrnones  I,  Mechliniae  1882. 

EPHREM,  Opera  Omnia  =  J.  S.  ASSEMANUS  &  P.  BENEBICTUS, 
Sancti  Paths  nostri  Ephraem  Syri  Opera  omnia  quae  Extant  Graece,  Syriace 
et  Latine,  VI,  Rome  1743. 

EPHREM,  Paschahymnen  =  E.  BECK  ed.  &  trans.,  Paschahymnen  (de 
Azymis,  de  Crucifixione,  de  Resurrectione),  CSCO  248-249,  SS  108-109, 
Louvain  1964. 

FIEY,  "Iso  ’Yaw  le  Grand"  =  J.  M.  FIEY,  "Iso  ’Yaw  le  Grand",  OCP 
35(1969)  305-333;  36(1970)  5-46. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


XXV 


FIEY,  "Sanctoral  syrien"  =  J.  M.  FIEY»  "Le  sanctoral  syrien  oriental 
d'apres  les  evangeliaires  breviaires  du  Xlth  au  XVIII  siecles",  OrSyr 
8(1963),  21-54. 

FIEY,  Mossoul  chretienne  =  J.  M.  FIEY,  Mossoul  chretienne:  essai  sur 
rhistoire,  I'archeologie  et  I'etat  actuel  des  monuments  chretiens  de  la  ville 
de  Mossoul  Recherches  12,  Beyrout  1959. 

FIEY,  Nisibe  metropole  syriaque  orient  ale  =  J.  M.  FIEY,  Nisi  be 
metropole  syriaque  orientaJe,  CSCO  388,  SS  54,  Louvain  1977. 

FINCH,  Synagogue  Lectionaiy  =  R.  G.  FINCH,  The  Synagogue 
Lectionary  and  the  New  Testament,  London  1939. 

FISCHER,  "Lectionnaire"  =  B.  FISCHER,  "Le  lectionnaire  armenien  le 
plus  ancien",  Concilium  102  (1975)  39-46. 

FRERE,  Calendar  =•  W.  H.  FRERE,  Studies  in  Early  Roman  Liturgy  I: 
The  Calendar,  Oxford  1930. 

FRERE,  Epistle  Lectionaiy  =  W.  H.  FRERE,  Studies  in  Early  Roman 
Liturgy  ILL:  The  Roman  Epistle  Lectionaiy,  Oxford  1935. 

FRERE,  Gospel  Lectionary  *  W.  H.  FRERE,  Studies  in  Early  Roman 
Liturgy  II:  The  Roman  Gospel  Lectionary,  Oxford  1934. 

FULLER,  "Lectionary"  =  R.  H.  FULLER,  "Lectionaiy",  in  J.  G.  DAVIS, 
ed.,  A  New  Dictionary  of  Liturgy  and  Worship,  London  1986,  297-299. 

Gannat  Bussame  =  G.  J.  REININK  ed.  &  trans.,  Gannat  Bussame  I, 
CSCO  501,  SS  211-212,  Louvain  1988. 

GOSHEN-GOTTSTEIN,  Syriac  Manuscripts  =-  M.  H.  GOSHEN- 
GOTTSTEIN,  Syriac  Manuscripts  in  the  Hai\'ard  College  Library:  A 
Catalogue,  HSS  23,  Missoula  1979. 

GRAF,  "Pauluslektionar"  *  G.  GRAF,  "Ein  nestorianisches 
Pauluslektionar  nach  der  Hdsch.  Vat.  Arab.  29  vom  Jahre  1342",  JLW  6 
(1926)  237-247. 

GRIFFE,  "Origines"  =  E.  GRIFFE,  "Aux  origines  de  la  liturgie  gallicane", 
BLE  42  (1951)  17-43. 


xxvi 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


HADDAD  &  ISAAC,  Syriac  and  .Arabic  Manuscripts  =  HADDAD  & 
ISAAC,  Syriac  and  Arabic  Manuscripts  in  the  Library  of  the  Chaldean 
Monastery  in  Baghdad,  2  vols,  Baghdad. 

HEINEMANN,  "Jewish  Liturgy"  =  J.  HEINEMANN,  "  The  Structure  and 
Contents  of  Jewish  Liturgy",  Concilium,  English  edition  new  series  8.10 
(1975)  33-34. 

HEINEMANN,  "Triennial  Lectionary"  =  J.  HEINEMANN,  "The  Triennial 
Lectionaiy  Cycle",  JJS  19  (1968)  41-48. 

HILDEGRAD  &  LEWY,  "West  Asiatic  Calendar"  =  HILDEGRAD  &  H. 
J.  LEWY,  "The  Origin  of  the  Week  and  the  Oldest  West  Asiatic  Calendar", 
Hebrew  College  Union  Annual,  Cincinnati  1943,  1-146. 

HNANA,  Traite  sur  les  rogations  =  HNANA,  Traite  sur  les  rogations,  ed. 
&  trans.  SCHER  A,  Traites  d'Isai  le  Docteur  et  de  Hnana  dAdiabene  sur 
les  martyrs,  le  vendredi  d'or  et  les  rogations,  et  Confession  de  foi  a  reciter 
par  les  eveques  Nestoriens  avant  I'ordination,  PO  7.1,  Paris  1911,  68-82. 

HNANA,  Traite  sur  le  vendredi  d'or  -  HNANA  Traite  sur  le  vendredi 
d'or,  ed.  &  trans.  A.  SCHER,  Traites  d'Isai  le  Docteur  et  de  Hnana 
dAdiabene  sur  les  martyrs,  le  vendredi  d'or  et  les  rogations,  et  confession 
de  foi  a  reciter  par  les  eveques  nestoriens  avant  Tordination,  PO  7.1,  Paris 
1911,  68-82. 

IDELSOHN,  Jewish  Liturgy  and  its  Development  =  A.  Z.  IDELSOHN, 
Jewish  Liturgy  and  its  Development,  New  York  1932. 

IRENAEUS,  Adversus  Haereses  =  A.  ROUSSEAU,  ed.  &  trans.,  IRENEE 
Centre  les  Heresies,  Livre  IV,  SC  100,  Paris  1965. 

ISO  'YAHB  IV,  Nestorian  Questions  =  ISO  'YAHB  IV,  Nestorian 
Questions  ed.  &  trans.  VAN  UNNIK,  Nestorian  Questions  on  the 
Administration  of  the  Eucharist,  by  Iso  Yahb  IV.  A  Contribution  to  the 
History  of  the  Eucharist  in  the  Eastern  Church,  Haarlem  1937. 

JESU  DENEHA  »  J.  B.  CHABOT  ed.,  Livre  de  la  chastete  compose  par 
Jesusdenah,  eveque  de  Basrah,  Rome  1896. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


XXVU 


JUNGMANN,  Early  Liturgy  =»  J.  A.  JUNGMANN,  The  Early  Liturgy,  to 
the  Time  of  Gregory  the  Great,  Notre  Dame  1959. 

JUNGMANN,  Mass  =  J.  A.  JUNGMANN,  Mass  of  the  Roman  Rite,  2 
vols.,  New  York  1965. 

JUSTIN,  Apology  /  =  E.  J.  GOODSPEED  ed..  Die  ^testen  Apnlogeten: 
Texte  mit  kurzen  Einleitungen,  Gottingen  1914. 

KEKELIDZE,  Kanonar  =  C.  KEKELIDZE,  lerusalimskij  Kanonar  VII 
veka,  Tiflis  1912. 

KHOURI-SARKIS,  See  CHIDIAC  &  KHOURI-SARKIS. 

KLAUSER,  Romische  Capitulare  =  T.  KLAUSER,  Das  romische 
Capitulare  Evangeliorum,  I,  Miinster  1935. 

KLUGE,  "Oster-Pfmgstfeier"  =  T.  KLUGE,  "Oster  und  Pfingstfeier 
Jerusalems  im  siebten  Jahrhundert",  OC  6  (1916)  223-239. 

KLUGE,  "Quadragesima"  =  T.  KLUGE,  "Quadragesima  und  Karwoche 
Jerusalems  im  siebten  Jahrhundert",  OC  5  (1915)  201-233. 

KUNZ,  "Lektionar"  =  L.  KUNZ,  "Lektionar",  Lexikon  filr  Theologie  und 
Kirche,  Freiburg  1961,  6,  934-936. 

KUNZE,  Schriftlesung  =  G.  KUNZE,  Die  gottesdienstliche  Schriftlesung. 
I:  Stand  und  Aufgaben  der  Perikopenforschung,  Gottingen  1947. 

KURUTHUKULANGARA,  Feast  of  the  Nativity, 
P.KURUTHUKULANGARA  The  Feast  of  the  Nativity  of  our  Lord  in  the 
Chaldean  and  Malabar  Liturgical  Year:  A  Study  of  the  Sources,  OIRSI  127, 
Kottayam  1989. 

LAND,  Anecdota  =  J.  P.  N.  LAND,  Anecdota  Syriaca,  I,  Leiden  1875. 

LEWIS,  Lectionary  =  A.  S.  LEWIS,  A  Palestinian  Syriac  Lectionary,  Studia 
Sinaitica  6,  London  1897. 

LEWIS,  Lectionary  of  the  Gospels  =  A.  S.  LEWIS,  The  Palestinian  Syriac 
Lectionary  of  the  Gospels,  London  1899. 


XXVlll 


B I  BL  I  0  GR APH Y 


MABILLON,  Liturgia  Gallicana  =  J.  MABILLON,  De  Liturgia  Gallicana^ 
Paris  1685. 

MACLEAN,  "Calendar  and  Lectionary"  =  A.  J.  MACLEAN,"  Calendar 
cind  Lectionary",  in  East  Syrian  Dally  Offices,  London  1894,  264-290. 

MACLEAN,  East  Syrian  Daily  Offices  =  A.  J.  MACLEAN,  East  Syrian 
Dally  Offices,  London  1894. 

MACLEAN,  "Evening,  Night  and  Morning  Services"  =  A.  J.  MACLEAN 
"The  East  Syrian  or  Nestorian  Rite:  the  Evening,  Night  and  Morning 
Services  with  the  Propria  of  the  Liturgy  as  Said  in  the  Feast  of  the 
Epiphany  from  the  Gazza  of  the  Library  of  the  Propaganda  Fide  in  Rome", 
trans.  MACLEAN  A.  J.,  ed.  CONYBEARE  F.  C.,  Rltuale  Armenonun, 
Oxford  1905,  298-388. 

MACOMBER,  "Chaldean  Hudra"  =  W.  F.  MACOMBER,  "A  List  of  the 
Known  Manuscripts  of  the  Chaldean  Hudra",  OCP  36(1970)  120-134. 

MACOMBER,  "Lectionary  System"  =  W.  F.  MACOMBER,  "The 
Chaldean  Lectionary  System  of  the  Cathedral  Church  of  Kokhe",  OCP  33 
(1967)  483-516. 

MACOMBER,  "Patriarchate  of  Seleucia-Ctesiphon"  =  W.  F. 
MACOMBER,  "The  Vicissitudes  of  the  Patriarchate  of  Seleucia-Ctesiphon 
from  the  Beginning  to  the  Present  Day",  Diakonla  9  (1968)  35-55. 

MACOMBER,  "Theological  Synthesis"  =■  W.  F.  MACOMBER,  "The 
Theological  Synthesis  of  Cyrus  of  Edessa,  an  East  Syrian  Theologian  of  the 
Mid  Sixth  Century",  OCP  30  (1964),  1-38,  363-384. 

MAI,  Codices  Arabic!  =•  A.  MAI,  Codices  Arabic!  vel  a  Christianls  Script! 
vel  ad  Rellgionem  Christlanam  Spectantes,  in  SVNC  e  vaticanis  codlcibus 
edita,  Tomus  IV,  pars  2,  Romae  1831. 

MARSHALL,  "Remarkable  Readings"  *  J.  T.  MARSHALL,  "Remarkable 
Readings  in  the  Epistles  Found  in  the  Palestinian  Syriac  Lectionary",  ITS 
5  (1904  )  437-445. 

MARAVEL  -  P.  MARVEL  ed.  &  trans..  Journal  de  voyage  (Itineralre), 
SC  296,  Paris  1982.  ET:  J.  WILKINSON,  Egeria's  Travels,  London  1971. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


xxix 


MATEOS,  Lelya-Sapra  =  J.  MATEOS,  Lelya  -Sapra:  les  offices  chaldeens 
de  la  nuit  et  du  matin,  OCA  156,  Rome  1959,1972. 

MATEOS,  "Office  divin"  =  J.  MATEOS,  "L'office  divin  chez  les 
chaldeens",  in  CASSIEN  &  B.  BOTTE  eds.,  La  priere  des  heures.  Lex 
Orandi  35,  Paris  1963. 

MATEOS,  "Semaine  des  myst^res"  =  J.  MATEOS,  "La  semaine  des 
mysteres  du  careme  chaldeen",  OrSyr  4  (1959)  449-458. 

McARTHUR,  Christian  Year  =  A.  A.  McARTHUR,  The  Evolution  of  the 
Christian  Year,  London  1953. 

McKinnon,  "Question  of  Psalmody"  =  J.  W.  McKINNON,  "On  the 
Question  of  Psalmody  in  the  Ancient  Synagogue",  Early  Music  History  6 
(1986)  159-191. 

MERZ  A,  "Perikopensystem"  =  MERZ  A,  "Das  alteste  Perikopensystem 
des  Rabbulakodex",  Zeitschrift  filr  kathoiische  Theologie  31  (1913)  202- 
214. 

MERIGOUX,  Chretiens  de  Mossoul  =  J.  M.  MERIGOUX,  Les  Chretiens 
de  Mossoul  et  leurs  eglises  pendant  la  pMode  ottomane,  Mossoul  1983. 

METZGER  =  M.  METZGER,  ed.  &  trans.,  Les  constitutions  apostoliques 
VIII,  SC  336,  Paris  1987. 

METZGER,  "Comparison"  *  M.  METZGER,"  A  comparison  of  the 
Palestinian  Syriac  Lectionary  and  the  Greek  Gospel  Lectionary",  in  E.  E. 
ELLIS  &  M.  WILEOX,  Neotestamentica  et  Semitic^,  Studies  in  Honour  of 
Principal  M.  Black,  Edinburgh  1969,  209-220. 

MILLGRAM,  Jewish  Worship  =  A.  MILLGRAM,  Jewish  Worship, 
Philadelphia  1971/75. 

MINGANA,  Mingana  Collection  =  A.  MINGANA,  Catalogue  of  the 
Mingana  Collection  of  Manuscripts,  now  in  possession  of  the  Trusties  of 
the  Woodbrooke  Settlement,  Selly  Oak,  Birmingham,  3  vols.,  Cambridge 
1933,  1936,  1939. 

MORRIS,  Select  Works  =  J.  B.  MORRIS,  Select  Works  of  S.  Ephrem  the 
Syrian,  Oxford  1847,  61-83. 


XXX 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


MOOLAN,  Annunciation-Nativity  =  J.  MOOLAN,  The  Period  of 
Annunciation- Nativity  in  the  East  Syrian  Calendar,  Kottayam  1985. 

MORIN,  "Lectionnaire  de  Tfiglise  romaine"  =  G.  MORIN,  "Le  plus 
ancien  comes  ou  lectionnaire  de  Tfiglise  romaine",  RB  27  (1910)  46-72. 

MORIN,  "Lectionnaire  palimpseste"  -  G.  MORIN,  "Le  lectionnaire 
palimpseste  de  Wolfenbiittel",  EL  51  (1937)  10-20. 

MORIN,  Liber  Comicus  =  G.  MORIN,  Liber  Comicus  sive  Lectionarius 
Missae  quo  Toletanae  Ecclesiae  ante  annos  miJJe  et  Duocentos  utebatur, 
Anecdota  Maredsolana  2,  Maredsous  1893. 

MORIN,  "Listes  d'Evangiles  de  Wurzburg"  =  G.  MORIN,  "Liturgie  et 
basiliques  de  Rome  au  milieu  du  Vile  siecle  d'  apres  les  listes  d'  Evangiles 
de  WUrzburg",  EL  28  (1911)  296-330. 

MOUSSESS,  Livres  liturgiques  =  C.  MOUSSESS,  Les  livres  liturgiques  de 
TEglise  chaldeenne,  Beyrout  1955. 

MuLLER,  "Soghdische  Texte"  =  F.  W.  K.  MQLLER,  "Soghdische  Texte 
I",  AbhandJungen  der  Koniglichen  Preuss.  Akademie  der  Wissenschaften 
2  (1912)  1-111. 

NAlRICULAM,  Great  Fast  =  A.  NAlRICULAM,  Sauma  Rabba:  The  Great 
Fast,  an  Evaluative  Analysis  of  the  Historical,  Theological,  Liturgical  and 
Pastoral  Dimensions  of  the  Syro-Malabar  Lectionary  System  of  Lent,  a 
Contribution  towards  Reform,  unpublished  doctoral  dissertation, 
Pontificium  Athenaeum  S.  Aoiselmi,  Rome  1982. 

NARICULAM,  Syro-Malabar  Lectionary  =  A.  NARICULAM,  The 
Reform  of  the  Syro-Malabar  Lectionary  System:  Some  Guidelines, 
Documentation  6,  Alwaye  1983. 

NAJRSAJ,  On  Epiphany  =  NARSAI,  On  Epiphany,  ed.  &  trans.  F. 
MACLEOD  Metrical  Homilies  of  Narsai  on  the  Nativity,  Epiphany, 
Passion,  Resurrection  and  Ascension,  PO  40.1,  Brepols,  Belgium  1979,  70- 
105. 

NARSAI,  On  Pentecost  =  NARSAI,  On  Pentecost,  trans.  from  Mingana 
46,  1.  ARICKAPILLIL,  "The  Twenty  Seventh  Homily  of  Narsai  on  the 
Feast  Day  of  Pentecost",  unpublished  manuscript,  Rome  1991. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


xxxi 


NARSAl,  On  the  Ascension  =  NARSAI,  On  the  Ascension,  ed.  &  trans. 
F.  MACLEOD  Metrical  Homilies  of  Narsai  on  the  Nativity,  Epiphany, 
Passion,  Resurrection  and  Ascension,  PO  40.1,  Brepols,  Belgium  1979,  162- 
188. 

NARSAI,  On  the  Nativity  -  NARSAI,  On  the  Nativity,  ed.  &  trans.  F. 
MACLEOD  Metrical  Homilies  of  Narsai  on  the  Nativity,  Epiphany, 
Passion,  Resurrection  and  Ascension,  PO  40.1,  Brepols,  Belgium  1979,  36- 
69. 

NARSAI,  On  the  Passion  =  NARSAI,  On  the  Passion,  ed.  &  trans.  F. 
MACLEOD  Metrical  Homilies  of  Narsai  on  the  Nativity,  Epiphany, 
Passion,  Resurrection  and  Ascension,  PO  40.1,  Brepols,  Belgium  1979,  106- 
135. 

NARSAI,  On  the  Resurrection  =  NARSAI,  On  the  Resurrection,  ed.  & 
trans.  F.  MACLEOD  Metrical  Homilies  of  Narsai  on  the  Nativity, 
Epiphany,  Passion,  Resurrection  and  Ascension,  PO  40.1,  Brepols,  Belgium 
1979,  136-161. 

NEUNER,  "Ecritures  non  bibliques"  =  J.  NEUNER,  "Seminaire  de 
recherche  sur  les  ecritures  non  bibliques  dans  la  liturgie",  Concilium  112 
(1976)  25-32. 

OESTERLY,  Jewish  Background  =  W.  O.  E.  OESTERLY,  The  Jewish 
Background  of  the  Christian  Liturgy,  Oxford  1925. 

ORTIZ  DE  URBINA,  Patrologia  Syriaca  =  1.  ORTIZ  DE  URBINA, 

Patrologia  Syriaca,  second  edition,  Rome  1965. 

PATHIKULANGARA,  "Liturgical  Year"  =  V.  PATHIKULANGARA, 
"The  Liturgical  Year  of  the  Syro-Malabar  Rite",  EL  90.2  (1975),  173- 
196. 

PATHIKULANGARA,  Resurrection  =  V.  PATHIKULANGARA, 
Resurrection,  Life  and  Renewal:  a  Theological  study  of  the  Liturgical 
celebrations  of  the  Great  Saturday  and  the  Sunday  of  Resurrection  in  the 
Chaldeo- Indian  Church,  Bangalore- Kottay am  1982. 

PAYNE  SMITH,  Thesaurus  =  R.  PAYNE  SMITH,  Thesaurus  Syriacus, 
1-2,  1879,  1901. 


XXXll 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


PAYNGOT,  Cross  =  C.  PAYNGOT,  The  Cross:  its  Place  in  the  Hudra 
and  its  Sign  in  Baptism  and  Eucharist,  unpublished  doctoral  dissertation, 
PIO,  Rome  1971. 

PERADZE,  "Weihnachtsfeier"  =  G.  PERADZE,  "Die  Weihnachtsfeier 
Jerusalems  im  siebten  Jahrhundert",  OC  3.1  (1927)  310-318. 

PIGOULEWSKI,  "Manuscrits  de  Leningrad"  =  N.  PIGOULEWSKI, 
"Manuscrits  syriaques  bibliques  de  Leningrad",  RB  46  (1937)  556-562;  47 
(1938)  83-88,  214-238. 

PO DIPARA,  Libri  Liturgici  =  P.  J.  PODIPARA,  Ritus  et  Libri  Liturgici 
Syro-MaJabarici,  Thevara,  Kerala  1933. 

PUDICHERY,  Ramsa  -  PUDICHERY,  Ramsa:  An  Analysis  and 
Interpretation  of  the  Chaldean  Vespers,  Bangalore  1972. 

RAES,  "Paix  pascale"  *  A.  RAES,  "La  Paix  pascale  dans  le  rite 
chaldeen",  OrSyr  6  (1961)  67-80. 

RENOUX,  Codex  armenien  -  A.  RENOUX,  Le  codex  arm^nien 
Jerusalem  121,  PO  35.1,  Tumhout  1969-70;  PO  36.2,  Tumhout  1971. 

RENOUX,  "Catecheses"  =  A.  RENOUX,  "Catecheses  mystagogiques 
dans  I'organisation  liturgique  hierosolymitaine  du  IV  et  V  siecles",  Mus  78 
(1965)  355-359. 

RENOUX,  "Lectionnaire"  =  A.  RENOUX,  "Un  manuscrit  du  lectionnaire 
armenien  de  Jerusalem",  Mus  75  (1962)  385-398. 

RENOUX,  "Liturgie  de  Jerusalem"  =  A.  RENOUX,  "Liturgie  de 
Jerusalem  et  lectionnaires  armeniens",  in  CASSIEN  &  B.  BOTTE  eds..  La 
priere  des  heures.  Lex  Orandi  35,  Paris  1963,  167-199. 

RICHARD,  "Lectionnaire  persan"  -  F.  RICHARD,  "Un  Lectionnaire 
persan  des  evangiles  copie  en  Crimee  en  776  H./1374",  SI,  10.2  (1981) 
225-245. 

ROSEN  &  FORSHALL,  Catalogus  »  F.  ROSEN  &  J.  FORSHALL, 
Catalogus  Codicum  Manuscriptorum  Orientalium  qui  in  Museo  Britannico 
Asservatur,  pars  prima,  London  1838. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


xxxm 


ROUWHORST  "Date  of  Easter"  =  G.  A.  M.  ROUWHORST,  "The  Date 
of  Easter  in  the  12th  Demonstration  of  Aphrahat",  StPat  17.3  (1982),  1374- 
1380. 

RUCKER,  "Perikopenordnung"  =  RuCKER  A.,  "Ein  weiterer  Zeuge  der 
alteren  Perikopenordnung  der  syrischen  Jakobiten",  OC  7/8  (1918),  146- 
153. 

RUCKER,  "Obere  Kloster"  =  A.  RUCKER,  "Das  obere  Kloster  bei 
Mossoul  und  seine  Bedeutung  fUr  die  Geschichte  der  ostsyrischen  Liturgie", 
OC  3.7(1932)  180-187. 

SACHAU,  Handschriften  =  E.  S.  SACHAU,  Die  Handschriften- 
Verzeichnisse  der  KdnigUchen  Bibllothek  zu  Berlin,  VSH  23,  2  parts,  Berlin 
1899. 

SALMON,  Lezionario  di  Luxeuil  =  P.  SALMON,  II  Lezionario  di  LuxeuH 
Collectanea  Biblica  Latina  7,  Rome  1944. 

SANDMEL,  "L'ecriture"  =  S.  SANDMEL,  "L'ecriture  dans  le  Judaisme", 
Concilium  102  (1975)  31-38. 

SARAU,  Mauscripts  of  Oroomiah  =  O.  SARAU,  Catalogue  of  Syriac 
Manuscripts  in  the  Library  of  the  Museum  Association  of  Oroomiah 
College,  Oroomiah,  Persia  1898. 

SCHER,  "Borgia"  =  A.  SCHER,  "Notice  sur  les  manuscrits  syriaques  du 
Musee  Borgia  aujourd'hui  a  la  Bibliotheque  Vaticane",  JA  13  (1909)  250- 
284. 

SCHER,  Histoire  Nestorienne  =  A.  SCHER  ed  &  trans.,  Histoire 
Nestorienne  inedite  (Chronique  de  Seert),  premiere  partie,  PO  413,  Paris 
1908. 

SCHER,  Manuscrits  de  Diarbekir  =  A.  SCHER,  Notice  sur  les  manuscrits 
syriaques  et  arabes  conserves  a  I'Archeveche  Chaldeen  de  Diarbekir, 
(extract  from  JA  10.2/3,  1907)  Paris  1907. 

SCHER,  Manuscrits  de  Mardin  =  A.  SCHER,  Notice  sur  les  manuscrits 
syriaques  et  arabes  conserves  dans  la  Bibliotheque  de  I'Eveche  Chaldeen 
de  Mardin,  (extract  from  RB  Jan. -Mar.  1908)  Paris  1908. 


XXXIV 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


SCHER,  Manuscrits  de  Mossoul  =  A.  SCHER,  Notice  sur  les  manuscrits 
syriaques  conserves  dans  la  Bibliotheque  du  Patriarcat  Chaldeen  de 
Mossoul  (extract  from  RB,  Oct. -Dec.  1907)  Paris  1907. 

SCHER,  Manuscrits  de  Seert  =  A.  SCHER,  Catalogue  des  manuscrits 
syriaques  et  arabes  conserves  dans  la  Bibliothdque  episcopal  de  Seert 
(Kurdistan)  avec  notes  bibliographiques,  Mossoul  1905. 

SCHERMANN,  "Lektionssystem"  *  SCHERMANN,  "Das  Lektionssystem 
der  agyptischen  Kirche",  Katholike  (\9 12)  1,  248-252. 

Supplementum  Mysteriorum  =  Suppiementum  Mysteriorum  sive  Proprium 
Missaruni  de  Tempore  et  de  Sanctis  iuxta  Ritum  Ecclesiae  Syro- 
Malabarensis  (Latin),  SCEO,  Rome  1960. 

Supplementum  Mysteriorum  Chaldaeorum  =  Suppiementum  Mysteriorum 
sive  Proprium  Missarum  de  Tempore  et  de  Sanctis  iuxta  Ritum  Ecclesiae 
Syrorum  Orientalium  id  est  Chaldaeorum,  Mossoul  1901. 

TAFT,  Beyond  East  and  West  =  R.  TAFT,  Beyond  East  and  West, 
Problems  in  Liturgical  Understanding,  Washington  1984. 

TAFT,  L'anno  liturgico  =  R.  TAFT,  L'anno  liturgico  orientale,  dispensa 
in  PIOS,  Roma  1981. 

TAFT,  Liturgy  of  Hours  “  R.  TAFT,  The  Liturgy  of  the  Hours  in  East 
and  West,  Collegeville  1986,  trans.:  La  Liturgia  delle  Ore  in  Oriente  e 
Occidente,  Milano  1988. 

TARCHNISHVILI,  Lectionnaire  =  M.  TARCHNISHVILI,  Le  grand 
lectionnaire  georgien  de  Teglise  de  Jerusalem,  CSCO  188-189,  Louvain 
1959. 

THAZHATH,  Juridical  Sources  =  A.  THAZHATH,  The  Juridical  Sources 
of  the  Syro-Malabar  Church,  OIRSI  106,  Kottayam  1987. 

THECKANATH,  Bride  of  Christ  -  J.  THECKANATH,  The  Church 
Bride  of  Christ,  unpublished  doctoral  dissertation,  Pontificium  Athenaeum 
S.Anselmi,  Rome  1987. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


XXXV 


THOMA  OF  MARGA  =  P.  BEDJAN  ed.,  Liber  Superiomm  sen  Historia 
Monastics,  Paris  1901. 

THOMA  OF  MARGA  =  E.  A.  WALLIS  BUDGE,  Book  of  Governors  II, 
London  1893. 

THOMAS  EDESSENUS,  Tractatus  de  Nativitate  =  THOMAS 
EDESSENUS,  Tractatus  de  Nativitate  D.NJ.C.,  ed.  &  trans.  CARR,  Rome 
1898. 

VAN  UNNIK,  Nestorian  Questions  =  VAN  UNNIK  J.  ed.  &  trans., 
Nestorian  Questions  on  the  Administration  of  the  Eucharist,  by  Iso  Yahb 
IV.  A  Contribution  to  the  History  of  the  Eucharist  in  the  Eastern  Church, 
Haarlem  1937. 

VELLIAN,  "Fasting"  »  J.  VELLIAN,  "Fasting  in  the  East  Syrian  Church", 
One  Ch  25  (1971)  215-218,  272-277. 

VERMEULEN,  "Pericopes"  =  P.  VERMEULEN,  "Pericopes  bibliques  des 
Fglises  de  langue  syriaque",  OrSyr  12  (1967)  211-240,  371-388,  525-548. 

V66BUS,  History  =  A.  V66BUS,  History  of  Asceticism  in  the  Syrian 
Orient,  CSCO  184,  197  SS  14,  17,  Louvain  1958,  1960. 

V66BUS,  Lectionary  =  A.  VddBUS,  The  Lectionary  of  the  Monastery  of 
'Aziza'el  in  Tur  Abdin,  Mesopotamia,  CSCO  466,  Subsidia  73,  Louvain 
1985. 

VOSTF,  "L'annee  liturgique"  =  J.  M.  VOSTF,  "Le  Gannat  Bussame: 
L'annee  liturgique  et  ses  lecons  bibliques",  RB  37  (1928)  386-419. 

VOSTF,  "Manuscrits  de  Aqra"  =  J.  M.  VOSTR,  "Catalogue  des  manuscrits 
Syro-chaldeens  conserves  dans  la  Biblioth^que  Episcopale  de  Aqra",  OCP 
5  (1939)  368-406. 

VOSTF,  "Manuscrits  de  Kerkouk"  =  J.  M.  VOSTR,  "Catalogue  des 
manuscrits  Syro-chaldeens  conserves  dans  la  Bibliotheque  de  TArcheveche 
Chaldeen  de  Kerkouk  (Iraq)",  OCP  5  (1939)  72-102. 

VOSTF,  N.  D.  des  Semences  =  J.  M.  VOSTF,  Catalogue  de  la 
Bibliotheque  Syro-chaldeerme  du  Couvent  de  Notre-Dame  des  Semences 
pres  d'Alqos  (Iraq),  (extract  from  Ang  1928),  Rome-Paris  1929. 


XXXVl 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


WERNER,  Sacred  Bridge  =  E.  WERNER,  Sacred  Bridge:  The 
Interdependence  of  Liturgy  and  Music  in  Synagogue  and  Church  during 
the  First  MiUennium,  London  1960. 

WILKINSON,  Egeria's  Travels  =  J.  WILKINSON,  Egeria's  Travels, 
London  1971. 

WINKLER  "Das  offizium"  =  G.  WINKLER,  "Das  Offizium  am  Ende  des 
4.Jahrhunderts  und  das  heutige  chaldaische  Offizium,  Hire  strukturellen 
Zusammenh^ge",  OKS  19  (1970)  289-311. 

WRIGHT,  Catalogue  =  W.  WRIGHT,  Catalogue  of  the  Syriac 
Manuscripts  in  the  British  Museum  acquired  since  the  Year  1S38,  3  parts, 
London  1870-1872. 

WRIGHT,  Syriac  Literature  =  W.  WRIGHT,  A  Short  History  of  Syriac 
Literature,  London  1894. 

WRIGHT  &  COOK,  Manuscripts  of  Cambridge  =  W.  WRIGHT  and  S. 
A.  COOK,  A  Catalogue  of  the  Syriac  Manuscripts  preserved  in  the  Library 
of  the  University  of  Cambridge,  2  vols.,  Cambridge  1901. 

YOUSIF,  Bibliografia  =  P.  YOUSIF,  Bibliografia  della  preghiera  liturgica 
del  rito  caideo,  dispensa  in  PIO,  Roma  1982-1983. 

YOUSIF,  Bibliography  -  P.  YOUSIF  ed.,  A  Classified  Bibliography  on 
the  East  Syrian  Liturgy,  Rome  1990. 

ZANETTI,  Lectionnaires  coptes  *  U.  ZANETTI,  Les  Lectionnaires  coptes 
annuels:  Basse-Egypte,  PIOL  33,  Louvain  1985. 

ZANETTI,  "Premieres  recherches"  *  U.  ZANETTI,  "Premieres  recherches 
sur  les  lectionnaires  Coptes",  EL  98  (1984)  3-62. 

ZOTENBERG,  Manuscrits  de  Paris  *  ZOTENBERG,  Catalogue  des 
manuscrits  syriaques  et  sabeens  (mandaites)  de  la  Bibliotheque  Nationale, 
Paris  1874. 


INTRODUCJnON 


I.  The  Scope  of  This  Study 

The  present  work  aims  at  a  historico-liturgical  analysis  of  the 
East  Syrian  lectionary  systems  on  the  basis  of  the  available  manuscripts  and 
printed  texts.  The  historical  study  will  be  made  by  examining  the  early 
lectionary  systems  of  the  East  Syrian  tradition  by  comparing  them  with  one 
another,  with  the  other  Syriac  lectionary  systems,  and  with  other  extant 
early  sources.  The  last  part  of  this  work  will  attempt  to  present  a  liturgical 
and  theological  synthesis  of  the  East  Syrian  lectionary  systems.  In  this 
process  the  distinct  nature  of  these  systems  will  be  described  and  its 
peculiarities  highlight ened. 

II.  Lectionaiy  Systems 

A  lectionary  system  is  a  fixed  order  of  selected  scriptural 
lessons  appointed  for  liturgical  use  on  specific  occasions  of  the  Church 
year.  The  determining  factors  of  the  lectionary  system  are  the  particular 
order  of  the  scriptural  lessons,  the  specific  use  of  the  scriptural  lessons  in 
the  liturgy  and  their  appropriateness  for  specific  occasions  and  periods  of 
the  Church  year^  . 

1.  Some  Antecedents 

The  use  of  a  lectionary  system  is  an  ancient  practice  common 
to  both  Jewish  and  Christian  worship.  In  Jewish  liturgy  the  lessons^  seem 


‘  Cf.  FULLER,  "Lectionary"  297-299;  BARSOTTI,  Parole  de  Dieu 
241-249;  DALMAIS,  "Bible  vivante"  7-23:  KUNZ,  "Lektionar"  934-936; 
JUNOMANN,  Mass  174-183;  DIX,  Shape39-40,  360-362;  BAUMSTARK, 
Comparative  Liturgy  39-4 1 ,  115-129. 

^  Cf.  McKinnon,  "Question  of  Psalmody"  167-169;  HEINEMANN, 
"Triennial  Lectionary"  41-48;  HEINEMANN,  "Jewish  Liturgy"  33-34; 
SANDMEL,  "L'ecriture"  31-38;  IDELSOHN,  Jewish  Liturgy  and  its 
Development  137-140;  OESTERLY,  Jewish  Background  38- A2\  WERNER, 
Sacred  Bridge  50-55. 
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to  have  been  established  between  444-250  B.C.  ,  but  we  know  very  little 
about  the  system,  which  comes  to  us  from  sources  as  late  as  the  third  to 
sixth  century  A.  D.  There  were  explicit  instructions  for  the  reading  of  the 
Pentateuch,  including  proper  readings  for  the  three  great  pilgrimage 
festivals,  minor  festivals,  fast  days,  days  of  the  new  moon  and  the  four 
Sabbaths  preceding  the  month  of  Nisan^  .  For  ordinary  Sabbath  days  the 
Pentateuch  was  read  according  to  the  regular  order^  .  In  Palestine,  the 
entire  Pentateuch  was  read  through  in  the  synagogue  service  on  Sabbath 
days^  once  every  three  years.  In  Babylonia  the  reading  was  completed  in 
one  year^  . 


The  Haftara  lectionary  system  of  pericopes  from  the  Prophets 
is  considered  to  be  a  result  of  the  prohibition  against  the  reading  of  the 
Pentateuch  issued  by  Antiochus  Epiphanes^  .  Later  it  became  obligatory  in 
the  synagogue  service(Lk  4:17),  where  the  Pentateuch  had  primary 
importance  and  the  Prophets  an  auxiliary  character.  Haftara  lessons  are 
theoretically  supposed  to  be  connected  with  the  specific  Pentateuch  lesson 


1 

*’  Moses  and  Ezra  are  regarded  as  the  ones  who  introduced  the  custom 
of  readings  in  Judaism  (Dt  31:10-12;  Neh  8:7-8;  9:3;  2  Kg  22:8-13;  23:1- 
3).  The  scriptural  lessons  were  obligatory  in  the  temple  only  on  feasts  and 
special  occasions,  and  it  seems  that  the  temple  cult  contained  non- 
continuous  lessons.  Concerning  the  actual  systems  in  the  temple  we  do  not 
have  any  specific  information.  On  the  other  hand,  the  synagogue  was  more 
an  institution  of  learning  than  of  prayer.  Continuous  and  regular  lessons 
from  the  Pentateuch  had  an  important  part  in  the  synagogue  service.  Cf. 
WERNER,  Sacred  Bridge  51. 

^  McKinnon,  "Question  of  Psalmody"  168. 

5  McKinnon,  "Question  of  Psalmody"  168. 

When  in  Jerusalem  many  synagogues  were  erected  as  the  houses  of 
worship,  the  lessons  were  read  not  only  on  Sabbaths  but  also  on  market 
days  (Thursdays  and  Mondays).  Cf.  WERNER,  Sacred  Bridge  54. 

’  WERNER,  Sacred  Bridge  51. 

®  IDELSOHN,  Jewish  Liturgy  and  its  Development  139. 
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of  the  day^  .  Apart  from  these  regular  weekly  lessons,  holy  days  and  fast 
days  of  special  significance  had  lessons  of  their  own^®  . 

The  Jewish  Christians  of  the  apostolic  period  probably 
continued  to  celebrate  some  synagogue  type  of  service  in  addition  to  the 
eucharistic  supper.  In  1  Cor  14:26  Paul  speaks  of  a  Christian  gathering 
which  consists  of  hymns,  lessons,  revelations  and  tongues  or  interpretations. 
But  we  know  nothing  of  any  lectionaiy  system  in  the  early  Church. 

Justin's  Apology  I,  67,  describes  a  Sunday  service  where  the 
service  of  readings  precedes  the  eucharistic  offering^^  .  Justin  tells  us  that 
readings  from  the  Prophets  and  the  writings  of  the  apostles  —  ie.  the  Old 
and  New  Testament  books  —  were  used  in  the  service.  They  were  read 
"as  long  as  time  permits" .  Irenaeus^*^  ,  Clement  of  Alexandria^  and 
Tertullian^^  also  make  passing  reference  to  the  lessons. 

The  tenth  canon  of  the  Doctrine  of  the  Apostles^^  ,  a  Pseudo- 
Apostolic  work  of  the  Syriac  Church ,  shows  the  importance  of  the  Gospel 


^  IDELSOHN,  Jewish  Liturgy  and  its  Development  139. 

Cf.  WERNER,  Sacred  Bridge  54. 

Ed.  GOODSPEED,  75-76;  trans.  ANF  1,  185-186. 

JUSTIN,  Apology  I,  67,  ed.  GOODSPEED,  75-76;  trans.  ANF  1, 

186. 

IRENAEUS,  Adversus  Haereses  IV,  33:8,  818-819. 

CLEMENT  OF  ALEXANDRIA,  Stromata  VII,  7,  ed.  STAELIN, 
GCS  3,  36-37. 

TERTULLIAN,  De  Praescriptione  haereticorum  XXXVI,  5,  ed. 
REFOULF,  SC  46,  138. 

Ed.  &  trans.  CURETON  26-27;  V66BUS,  200-211,  trans.  187-195. 

The  synod  at  Seleucia  in  the  year  419/420  under  Mar  Yahbalaha 
received  the  so  called  27  Canons  of  the  First  Synod  of  the  Apostles,  which 
according  to  one  Chaldean  version  are  the  canons  taken  from  the  'Book  of 
Apostle  Addai',  which  most  likely  are  related  to  the  'Traditio  Apostolica  on 
priesthood'  attributed  to  Hippolitus  of  Rome.  Cf.  THAZHATH,  Juridical 
Sources  80. 
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among  the  lessons: 

That  at  the  conclusion  of  all  the  Scriptures,  the  Gospel  should 
be  read,  as  being  the  seal  of  all  the  Scriptures:  and  the  people 
should  listen  to  it  standing  up  on  their  feet,  because  it  is  the 
glad  tidings  of  salvation  of  aU  men^^  . 

The  same  canon  is  quoted  in  the  Didascalia  Apostolorum  in  Syriac^^  and 
in  the  canons  ascribed  to  Maruta  of  Maipherqat^  . 

The  Apostolic  Constitutions  VIII,  5:1 1  a  document  originating 
ca.  380  in  N.  Syria,  indicates  the  number  of  lessons  used  in  eucharistic 
liturgy:  lessons  from  the  Law,  the  Prophets,  the  Epistles,  Acts  and  the 
Gospels  were  read^^  .  But  we  find  no  details  of  the  lectionary  system,  if 
any,  that  was  followed. 

2.  Early  Christian  Lectionaiy  Systems 

The  earliest  extant  Christian  lectionary  system  in  full  vigour 
was  developed  in  Jerusalem.  In  384  Egeria's  Diary  47:4-5  witnesses  to  the 
earliest  known  lectionary  system  of  the  Christian  Church^  .  At  the  time 
of  Egeria's  travels  the  lectionary  in  Jerusalem  had  begun  to  settle  to  a 
general  pattern.  The  outstanding  feature  of  the  fourth  century  Jerusalem 
lectionaiy  system,  according  to  her  report,  is  the  appropriate  selection  of 
lessons  for  specific  occasions: 

And  what  I  admire  and  value  most  is  that  all  the  hymns  and 
antiphons  and  readings  they  have,  and  all  the  prayers  the 
bishop  says,  are  always  relevant  to  the  day  which  is  being 
observed  and  to  the  place  in  which  they  are  used.  They  never 
fail  to  be  appropriate^  . 


Doctrine  of  the  Apostles  10,  CURETON,  27;  V66BUS,  202 
trans.190. 

Didascalia  Apostolorum  in  Syriac,  III,  8,  43,  trans.  34. 

^  Canons  Ascribed  to  Maruta  of  Maipherqat  VIII,  37-39,  trans.  34. 

Ed.  METZGER,  SC  336,  150-151. 

^  Ed.  MARVEL,  SC  296,  314-317. 

^  EGERIA,  Diary  47:5,  ed.  MARAVAL,  SC  296,  314-317;  trans. 
WILKINSON,  Egeria's  Travels  146. 
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The  description  given  by  Egeria  is  the  oldest  extant  account 
of  the  fourth  century  lectionary  usage  of  Jerusalem.  However,  she  does 
not  give  the  exact  lessons  chosen.  The  evidence  shows  that  it  was  similar 
somewhat  later  Jerusalem  system  reported  in  the  Armenian  Lectionaiy 
manuscripts^  .  The  Armenian  Church,  whose  lectionary  system  originated 
in  Jerusalem,  has  preserved  a  tradition  that  it  was  prepared  by  James,  the 
first  bishop  of  Jerusalem  and  completed  by  Cyril,  his  fourth  century 
successor^  . 


Be  that  as  it  may,  one  thing  is  certain:  during  the  fourth  and 
fifth  centuries  the  Jerusalem  system  served  as  the  ritual  model  for  other 
Churches^  .  The  lectionaries  written  in  a  Christian  Palestinian  dialect 
published  by  Lewis  show  evidence  of  an  early  Palestinian  lectionary  system 
related  to  the  Jerusalem  system^  .  The  influence  of  Jerusalem  is  also 
perceptible^  in  the  old  Syrian  lectionary  manuscript  (British  Library  14528) 
published  by  Burkitt^^  .  The  Coptic^  ,  Gallican^^  ,  Mozarabic^^  and 


^  Cf.  RENOUX,  Codex  armenien  36.2,  210-273;  RENOUX, 
"Cateheses"  355-359;  RENOUX,  "Liturgie  de  Jerusalem"  167-199; 
RENOUX,  "Lectionnaire"  361-385;  FISCHER,  "Lectionnaire"  39-46. 

Cf.  RENOUX,  Codex  armenien  2>5 A,  175. 

^  Cf.  BURKITT,  "Old  Lectionary"  415-424;  BALDI,  "Lezioni"  163- 
226;  CAPELLE,  "Fete  de  la  vierge"  1-33;  PERADZE,  "Weihnachtsfeier" 
310-318;  KLUGE,  "Quadragesima"  201-233;  KLUGE,  "Oster-Pfingstfeier" 
223-239;  TARCHNISCHVILI,  Lectionnaire^- n9\  BOTTE,  "Lectionnaire" 
111-122. 

^  For  the  editions  see  LEWIS,  Lectionary,  LEWIS,  Lectionary  of  the 
Gospels^,  De  LAGARDE,  Bibliothecae  Syriacae,  cf.  BURKITT,  "Palestinian 
Syriac  Lectionaiy"  91-98;  BURKITT,  "Palestinian  Literature"  174-185; 
MARSHALL,  "Remarkable  Readings"  437-445;  METZGER,  "Comparison" 
209-220;  ENGBERDING,  "Ratsel"  81-86;  BLACK,  "Encoenia"  78-85. 

^  BURKITT,  Syrian  Lectionary  23-2^. 

BURKITT,  Syrian  Lectionary  6- \  A. 

On  the  early  Coptic  lectionaiy  system  see  SCHERMAiNN, 
"Lektionssystem"  248-252;  DE  LAGARDE,  "Orientalia"  12-16,  39-43; 
ZANETTI,  "Premieres  recherches"  3-62;  and  especially  ZANETTI, 
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Roman*^-^  lectionary  systems  were  also  developed  in  the  early  centuries. 
The  East  Syrian  systems,  considered  to  have  originated  in  relation  with 
Jerusalem  usage,  we  shall  discuss  in  the  following  chapters. 

III.  Previous  Studies 


In  1894  Maclean  translated  the  calendar  and  the  lectionary 
system  for  the  whole  year  from  the  Hudra  published  at  Urmia  in  1889. 
The  Unnia  text  was  based  on  the  manuscripts  of  the  Upper  Monastery 
system^  .  The  first  study  of  the  East  Syrian  lectionaiy  system  was  by 
Baumstark^^  .  His  study  was  intended  to  show  the  relationship  between 
lectionary  systems  of  the  Syriac  speaking  Churches,  with  the  Jerusalem 
system  seen  as  their  model.  As  far  as  the  East  Syrian  system  is  concerned, 
Baumstark's  study  follows  the  Upper  Monastery  system.  Having  compared 


Lectionnaires  copies. 

Codex  Wolfenbuttel  4160,  written  between  470-474  and  edited  by 
DOLD,  Altestes  Liturgiebuch,  represents  the  ancient  Gallican  lectionary 
system,  the  earliest  lectionary  system  of  the  West.  Cf.  MORIN, 
"Lectionnaire  palimpseste"  10-20;  BERTI,  "Lezionario",  147-154;  The 
lectionary  Ms.  of  Luxeuil,  reporting  the  usage  of  7th  century,  gives  this 
system  in  full.  Cf.  SALMON,  Lezionario  dJ  Luxeuil  MABILLON,  Liturgia 
GalUcana  106-17X  BEISSEL,  Perikopen,  GRIFFE,  "Origines"  17-43. 

^  The  Liber  Comicus  of  the  7th  century,  from  the  monastery  of  Silos, 
gives  the  Mozarabic  lectionaiy  system  used  in  Spain.  See  MORIN,  Liber 
Comicus,  DE  BRUYNE,  "Lectures",  147-155. 

The  Wiirzburg  University  Ms.  Mp.  Th.  fol.  62  of  7th  century,  edited 
by  Morin,  is  the  earliest  evidence  of  the  Roman  lectionaiy  system.  Cf. 
MORIN,  "Lectionnaire  de  I'Rglise  romaine"  46-72;  MORIN,  "Listes 
d'Evangiles  de  Wiirzburg"  296-330.  Another  source  of  the  same  period  is 
Rheims  Cathedral  Ms.  10  G.B.  edited  by  FRERE,  Gospel  Lectionaiy  1- 
58.  Cf.  KLAUSER,  Romische  Capitulare,  DOLD  "Fragmente"  1-58. 


Cf.  MACLEAN,  "Calendar  and  Lectionary"  264-290. 

BALFMSTAlRK,  Perikopenordnungen  1-89;  BAUMSTARK, 
"Altchristliche  Perikopenordnung"  1-22. 
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that  with  the  Cathedral  system,  he  assumes  that  the  monastic  system  is  of 
early  origin. 


In  1923  Burkitt  edited  the  earliest  known  Syriac  lectionary 
manuscript  of  the  fifth  century^^  .  According  to  him,  this  manuscript  is 
the  common  source  for  the  lectionaiy  systems  of  all  the  Syriac  speaking 
Churches.  He  also  pointed  out  the  relation  of  this  manuscript  to  the 
Jerusalem  system.  In  1912  Miiller  edited  a  Gospel  lectionary  of  the  tenth 
century  from  the  Turfan  fragments  written  in  the  Soghdian  language,  a 
dialect  of  Middle  Persian^^  .  In  1925  Burkitt  made  a  comparative  study 
of  this  text  with  that  of  Camb.  Ms.  Add.  1975  according  to  the  system  of 
Mosul^  . 


In  1926  Graf  edited  an  Epistle  lectionary  manuscript 
according  to  the  system  of  Mosul^^  .  Moussess  has  given  in  his  study  of 
the  Chaldean  liturgical  books  a  descriptive  study  of  the  lectionary  system 
according  to  the  Chaldean  Catholic  Church  with  tables  of  the  lections^  . 
Similar  information  is  provided  in  the  comparative  presentation  of  the 
Syriac  lectionary  systems  by  Khouri- Sarkis,  Chidiac  and  Vermeulen^^  . 
Voste  has  transcribed  the  lectionary  system  found  in  Gannat  Bussame,  or 
Commentary  on  the  Lessons^^  .  And  Reinink  has  edited  the  Period  of 
Annunciation- Nativity  of  Gannat  Bussame^^  . 

More  recently,  Nariculam  has  studied  the  theology  of  the 


Cf.  BURKITT,  Syrian  Lectiunary  6-lA. 

^  Cf.  MuLLER,  "Soghdische  Texte"  1-111. 

^  Cf.  BURKITT,  "Soghdian  Lectionary"  119-125. 

Cf.  GRAF,  "Pauluslektionar"  237-247. 

Cf.  MOUSSESS,  Livres  Liturgiques  8-51. 

Cf.  CHIDIAC  &  KHOURI-SARKIS,  "Pericopes"  359-386; 
VERMEULEN,  "Pericopes"  211-240,  371-388,  525-548. 

Cf.  VOSTE,  "L'  annee  liturgique"  386-419. 

Gannat  Bussame,  ed.  A  trans.  REININK,  CSCO  501,  SS  21 1  &  212. 
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Great  Fast  on  the  basis  of  the  lectionary  readings^  .  And  Richard  has 
studied  a  Syriac  Gospel  lectionary  found  in  a  manuscript  of  the  fourteenth 
century^^  .  But  by  far  the  most  important  study  on  this  topic  is  the  article 
written  by  Macomber  on  the  Cathedral  lectionary  system,  with 
transcription  of  the  lections  based  on  the  extant  manuscripts^  .  In  this 
work  he  refutes  the  argument  of  Baumstark  that  the  Cathedral  system  goes 
back  only  to  the  middle  ages.  Other  studies  on  the  liturgical  year,  the 
Divine  Office  and  particular  seasons  are  also  of  great  help  for  the  study  of 
the  lectionary  system^^  . 


IV.  The  Present  Study 


The  present  doctoral  dissertation  proposes  to  study  liturgically 
and  historically  the  East  Syrian  lectionary  systems  by  exploring  its  roots 
and  evolution  on  the  basis  of  available  manuscripts  and  printed  sources. 
The  East  Syrian  lectionary  manuscripts  reveal  the  existence  of  four  distinct 
usages:  1.  of  the  Upper  Monastery,  2.  of  Mosul,  3.  of  Beth  Abhe  and  4. 
the  Cathedral  usage.  The  first  chapter  of  this  study  lists  and  categorizes 
the  printed  texts  and  the  known  East  Syrian  lectionary  manuscripts.  The 
largest  number  of  manuscripts  as  well  as  all  the  printed  texts  ascribe  the 
lectionary  to  the  Upper  Monastery  system.  The  second  chapter  presents 
this  Upper  Monastery  lectionary  system  as  seen  in  the  Hudra  and 
lectionaiy  manuscripts  and  the  printed  texts.  The  characteristics  of  the 
Upper  Monastery  system  are  enumerated  in  that  chapter. 


^  Cf.  NARICULAM,  Great  Fast,  NARICULAM,  Syro-Malabar 
Lectionary. 

Cf.  RICHARD,  "Lectionnaire  persan"  225-245. 

^  Cf.  MACOMBER,  "Lectionary  System"  483-516. 

KURUTHUKULANGARA,  Feast  of  the  Nativity,  MOOLAN, 
Annunciation- Nativity,  PATHIKULANGARA,  Resurrection, 
ENNOLIKARA,  Feast  of  Pentecost,  PAYNGOT,  Cross:,  THECKANATH, 
Bride  of  Christ,  MACLEAN,  East  Syrian  Daily  Offices,  MATEOS,  Lelya- 

Sapra,  PUDICHERY,  Ramsa,  There  are  also  many  other  studies  on  this 
subject.  For  a  detailed  bibliography,  see  TAFT,  L'anno  liturgico  73-75; 
YOUSIF,  Bibliografia.  For  a  classified  bibliography  on  East  Syrian  liturgy 
see  YOUSIF,  Bibliography  76-103. 
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The  third  chapter  presents  the  lectionary  usages  of  Beth 
'Abhe,  of  Mosul  and  the  Cathedral  system  in  comparison  with  the  Upper 
Monastery  system.  The  differences  among  these  systems  are  more  evident 
in  the  selection  of  the  lessons,  and  are  greater  between  the  monastic  and 
Cathedral  systems.  The  roots  of  the  East  Syrian  systems  are  perceptible  in 
the  Jerusalem  system  preserved  in  the  Armenian  manuscripts,  and  in  the 
Early  Syriac  lectionary  system  in  British  Library  14528.  The  fourth  chapter 
seeks  to  find  the  roots  of  the  East  Syrian  lectionary  via  a  comparative 
analysis  of  these  systems. 

The  fifth  chapter  makes  an  historical  synthesis  of  this  study. 
The  manuscript  and  structural  evidence  reveal  the  origin  and  development 
of  the  East  Syrian  lectionary  systems.  The  last  chapter  is  a  liturgico- 
theological  evaluation  of  the  East  Syrian  lectionary  systems.  The  liturgical 
themes  are  deduced  by  analyzing  the  literary  genre  of  the  units  of  the 
systems.  It  is  evident  that  the  hymns  and  homilies  of  the  early  Syriac 
doctors  are  complementary  to  the  liturgical  themes  of  the  systems. 


CHAPTER  ONE 


THE  SOURCES  OF  THE  FAST  SYRIAN  LECTIONARY  SYSTEMS 

The  East  Syrian  lectionary  system  is  the  order  of  the  scriptural 
lessons  used  by  the  Churches  of  the  East  Syrian  ecclesial  family,  namely  the 
Assyrian  Church  of  the  East  ("Nestorian  Church"),  and  the  Chaldean 
Catholic  and  the  Malabar  Catholic  Churches.  Today  this  system  is 
presented  in  three  books,  the  OT  lectionary  (Qeryane),  the  Epistle 
lectionary  (Sliha)  and  the  Gospel  lectionary  (Ewangaliyon)  But  the  known 
manuscripts  reveal  the  existence  of  four  distinct  early  usages:  1)  of  the 
Upper  Monastery,  2)  of  Mosul,  3)  of  Beth-'Abhe  and  4)  the  Cathedral 
usage.  Although  the  manuscripts  imply  that  there  are  four  different 
systems,  in  fact  a  major  conclusion  of  this  study  is  the  fact  that  the  first 
three  are  actually  just  slightly  varying  usages  of  the  same  system.  The 
distinguishing  characteristics  determining  each  usage  are  more  evident  in 
the  Gospel  lectionary,  because  of  the  greater  number  of  its  extant 
manuscripts.  The  following  categorization  is  based  on  the  above  mentioned 
divisions 

I.  The  Liturgical  Books  of  the  East  Syrian  Lectionaiy  Systems  ^ 


1.  Chaldean  Editions 


a.  OT  Lectionary  (Qeryane) 

Lectiones  quae  per  totum  anni  decursurn  ab  Ecclesia  Syrorum  orientalluni 
id  est  ChaJdeonim  in  Missa  adhiberi  solent,  Mosul  1901. 

b.  Epistle  Lectionary  (Sliha) 

Epistolae  Apostoli  Pauli  quae  per  totum  anni  decursurn  ab  Ecclesia 
Syrorum  Orientalium  id  est  Chaldaeorum  in  Missa  leguntur,  Mosul  1900. 


^  BADGER,  Nestorians  II,  19. 

^  Hereafter  the  days  of  the  week,  when  indicated  with  the  numbers  of 
the  period,  are  abbreviated  according  to  the  standard  English  forms 
followed  by  the  period  number  in  Roman  numerals,  eg.  first  Monday  = 
Monl. 

^  Cf  MOUSSESS,  Livres  liturgiques  9-85;  MOOLAN,  Annunciation- 
Nativity  6 -S\  PODIPARA,  Libri  Liturgici  12-63. 
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c.  Gospel  Lectionary  (Ewangaliyon) 

Sancta  Evangelia  quae  per  totum  anni  decursum  ab  ecclesia  Syrorum 
Orientalium  id  est  Chaldaeorum  in  Missa  ieguntum,  Mosul  1901. 

For  each  Chaldean  liturgical  lectionary  there  is  an  Arab  edition  as  well  as 
a  Syriac  edition.  The  Syriac  edition  is  based  on  the  Pshitta  Bible,  the  Arab 
on  the  Pshitta  translation  of  C.  David,  published  in  3  volumes,  in  Mosul, 
in  1875,  1876,  1878. 

2.  Ass3rrian  Editions 

Qeryana,  Sliha  w- Ewangaliyon,  Urmia  1889. 

An  English  version  of  the  above  mentioned  edition  is  found  in  MACLEAN, 
"The  Calendar  and  Lectionary",  264-290. 

Rusma  d-qeiyane  w-surraya  wa- Sliha  w-Zummara  w- Ewangaliyon  d- 
metqrey  b-hadbsabbe  wa-b-  e  de  wa-b-dukrane  ak  taksa  d-Dayra  EUayta, 
Mosul  1924. 

3.  Malabar  Editions 

The  Malabar  Church  has  no  particular  liturgical  lectionary 
books.  One  fmds  in  the  Malabar  Church,  instead,  an  ordo  of  the  lectionary 
system  to  regulate  the  selection  of  readings  from  the  Bible. 

Ordo  Chaldaicus  Rituum  et  Lectionum  iuxta  morem  Ecclesiae  Malabaricae 
(Syriac  version  of  the  Latin  lectionary  system),  Romae  1775. 

Kalendarium  festoram  et  Commemorationum  totius  anni  cum  Lectionibus 
Sacrae  Scripturae,  in  Ordo  Celebrationis  "Quddasa"  iuxta  usum  Ecclesiae 
Syro-MaJabarensis  (Latin),  Romae  1959. 

Syro-Malabar  Sabhayude  Punnarudharikapetta  Qurbhanayile 
EwangaliyoniMalayalam)  :  The  Gospel  Lectionary  of  the  Restored  Mass  of 
the  Syro-Malabar  Church,  Emakulam  1963.  (Malayalam  version  of  the 
Gospel  lectionary,  but  not  in  use) 

Syro-Malabar  liturgical  Calendar,  Emakulam  1991 
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II.  Known  Manuscripts  of  East  Syrian  Lectionaiy  System 

1.  Manuscripts  of  the  Upi>er  Monastery  System 

a.  OT  Lectionary 

1.  BriUsh  Library  243  <Add.  14492>  (862  A.  D.) 

In  Estrangelo  script,  written  for  the  Church  of  St.  John  at  Fostat  in  Egypt 
by  the  priest  Jacob  from  the  city  of  Balad  in  Mesopotamia.  Cf.  WRIGHT, 
Catalogue  178-179 

2.  Vat.  Syr.  24  (13th  century) 

Cf.  ASSEMANI,  Catalogus  195-212;  MACOMBER,  "Lectionary  System" 
483. 

3.  British  Library  Add.  7168  (13th  century) 

Cf.  ROSEN  &  FORSHALL,  Catalogus  29-32. 

4.  Seert  6  (1625  A  D.) 

Written  at  the  time  of  patriarch  Elia  and  metropolitan  Mar  Iso-yahb  of 
Amid  by  the  priest  Bahyadin.  Cf.  SCHER,  Manuscrits  de  S^ertl. 

5.  Cambridge  1976  (1701  A.  D.) 

Written  at  Alkosh  by  the  deacon  Joseph.  Cf.  WRIGHT  &  COOK, 
Catalogue  81. 

b.  Epistle  Lectionary 

6.  Vat.  Syr.  23  (12th  century) 

Cf.  ASSEMANI,  Catalogus  188-195. 

7.  British  Library  247  <Add.  14,688>  (12th/ 13th  century). 

It  follows  the  Upper  Monastery  system  up  to  New  Sunday;  the  rest  follows 
the  Cathedral  system.  Cf.  WRIGHT,  Catalogue  188-190;  MACOMBER, 
"Lectionary  System"  491. 

8.  Harvard  Syr.  3  (1216  A.  D.). 

Very  similar  to  the  Leningrad  Ms. XXI  (no.  13  below).  Copied  at  the 
monastery  of  Mar  Michael,  north  of  Mosul.  Cf.  CLEMONS,  "Checklist" 
233,  n.9;  GOSHEN-GOTTSTEIN,  Syriac  Manuscripts  38;  MACOMBER, 
"Lectionary  System"  489-490. 


9.  Diarbekir  19  (1539  A.  D.). 
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Written  at  Gazarta  by  the  Priest  Darwis.  Cf.  SCHER,  Manuscrits  de 
Diarbekir  338. 

10.  Camb.  3291  (1696-1697  A.  D.). 

The  second  part  of  this  manuscript  is  an  Epistle  lectionary  written  in  Arabic 
at  the  time  of  Mar  Elia  by  the  priest  Hormiz.  Cf.  WRIGHT  &  COOK, 
Manuscripts  of  Cambridge  946-960. 

11.  Camb.  Add.  2035  (1803  A.  D.). 

Written  near  Urmia  at  the  time  of  patriarch  Simon  and  Mar  John  by  the 
priest  Selibho,  this  lectionary  follows  mainly  the  Cathedral  system.  The 
colophon  relates  that  it  was  prepared  at  Beth-Abhe.  It  also  has  close 
similarities  with  Harvard  Syr.  3  (no.  8  above).  Cf.  WRIGHT,  Manuscripts 
of  Cambridge  1138-1148;  MACOMBER,  "Lectionaiy  System"  489/490. 

12.  N.  D.  des  Semences  31  (not  dated). 

It  was  restored  in  1869  by  Hanna.  Cf.  VOST£,  N.  D.  des  Semences  14. 

13.  Leningrad  XXI  <formerly  Ms.  n.  621  in  the  original  collection>  (not 
dated) 

According  to  Macomber  the  script  resembles  with  that  of  British  Library 
Add.  14429  (719  A.  D.).  The  title  remarks  that  it  was  known  in  Mosul  and 
ordered  by  Abraham  and  Gabriel.  However,  for  the  seasons  of 
Annunciation  and  Dedication  this  manuscript  follows  the  Cathedral  system, 
and  for  the  other  seasons  it  agrees  for  the  most  part  with  the  Upper 
Monastery:  63  lessons  follow  the  system  of  the  Upper  Monastery  and  33 
the  Cathedral  system  but  of  these  33,  15  are  the  same  as  in  the  monastic 
usage.  Cf.  PIGOULEWSKI,  "Manuscrits  de  Leningrad"  218-222; 
MACOMBER,  "Lectionary  System"  489. 

c.  Gospel  Lectionaiy 

14.  Bodleian  library  Auct.  E.  4.  22  (7th  century?). 

Two  leaves  from  a  Gospel  lectionaiy:  the  lessons  of  SunV  and  SunVI  of  the 
Apostles  and  of  FriVII.  cf.  MACOMBER,  "Lectionaiy  System"  492. 

15.  Berlin  12  <Sachau  20>  (8th/9th  century). 

Fragments  of  13  leaves  of  the  lessons  for  the  season  of  the  Great  Fast  and 
Resurrection.  Cf.  SACHAU,  Handschriften  21-25;  MACOMBER, 
"Lectionaiy  System"  492. 

16.  British  Libraiy  246  <Add  17,923>  (1074  A.D.). 

Written  in  Mosul  at  the  convent  of  Hormisdas  by  Ebed-Jesu.  Cf. 
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WRIGHT,  Catalogue  182-188;  MACOMBER,  "Lectionary  System"  491. 

17.  Chaldean  Patriarchate  12  (1186  A.  D.). 

Copied  by  Rabban  Sliba  at  the  monastery  of  Mar  Awgen  near  Nisibis  at 
the  time  of  patriarch  Mar  Elia  and  metropolitan  Mar  Yahbalaha  of  Nisibis. 
Cf.  SCHER,  Manuscrits  de  Mossoul  230;  MACOMBER,  "Lectionary 
System"  483. 

18.  Diarbekir  13  (1197  A.  D.). 

Written  in  Estrangelo  script  by  a  Joseph  at  the  time  of  patriarch  Mar 
Yahbalaha  and  metropolitan  Mar  Immanuel  of  Nisibis.  Cf.  SCHER, 
Manuscrits  de  Diarbekir  336. 

19.  Chaldean  Patriarchate  14  (12th  century). 

Same  title  and  contents  of  Chaldean  Patriarchate  12  (above  n.l7). 

Cf.  SCHER,  Manuscrits  de  Mossoul  11. 

20.  Chaldean  Patriarchate  13  (1212  A.  D.). 

Copied  in  the  monastery  of  Mar  Michael  near  Mosul  by  the  priest  Iso  at 
the  time  of  patriarch  Mar  Yahbalaha  and  metropolitan  Mar  Joseph  of 
Assyria  and  Niniveh.  Macomber  classifies  it  as  the  usage  of  Mosul  but  the 
title  indicates  that  of  the  Upper  Monastery.  Cf.  SCHER,  Manuscrits  de 
Mossoul  S-{\\  MACOMBER,  "Lectionary  System"  483. 

21.  Mardin  8  <now  Ms.  704  in  the  Chester  Beatty  Library  Dublin>  (1218 
A.D.). 

Copied  at  the  monastery  of  Beth-Abhe  at  the  time  of  patriarch  Yahbalaha 
III  at  the  request  of  Abdiso.  Cf.  SCHER,  Manuscrits  de  Mardin  7-8; 
MACOMBER,  "Lectionary  System"  486. 

22.  Chaldean  Patriarchate  140  (12/ 13th  century). 

Upper  Monastery  system  except  for  the  season  of  Epiphany,  copied  at 
Mosul.  Cf.  MACOMBER,  "Lectionaiy  System"  492. 

23.  Princeton  Theological  Seminary  3  (12/ 13th  century). 

Upper  Monastery  system  except  for  the  MonI  and  Tuesday  of  Fast,  which 
coincide  with  the  cathedral  usage.  Cf.  CLEMONS,  "Checklist"  500,  n.  319; 
MACOMBER,  "Lectionary  System"  494. 

24.  Diarbekir  14  (13th  century). 

Copy  of  Diarbekir  13  (no.  18  above).  Cf.  SCHER,  Manuscrits  de  Diarbekir 
336. 
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25.  Mardin  9  (13/I4th  century). 

Copied  at  the  time  of  patriarch  Mar  Yahbalaha  and  metropolitan  Mar 
Abdiso  of  Nisibis.  Cf.  SCHER,  Manuscrits  de  Mardin  8.  In  a  letter  dated 
June  21,  1989,  Prof.  Yousif  informed  me  that  this  manuscript  must  have 
been  written  between  1285-1317.  Only  in  this  period  was  there  the 
coincidence  of  a  bishop  of  Nisibis  namely  Mar  Abdiso  bar  Brikha  and  of 
a  patriarch  namely  Mar  Yahbalaha  III.  See  FIEY,  Nisibe  metropole 
syriaque  orientale,  109-111. 

26.  Diarb^kir  18  (14th  century). 

Copy  of  Diarbekir  13  (no.  18  above),  written  in  Syriac  and  Arabic  by  Issa, 
the  son  of  Iso,  from  the  village  of  Qasrgarh  in  the  region  of  Mosul.  Cf. 
SCHER,  Manuscrits  de  Diarbekir  337-338. 

27.  Mardin  13  (1488  A.D.). 

Copied  at  the  time  of  patriarch  Mar  Simon  and  metropolitan  Mar  Elia  of 
Gazarta  by  the  deacon  'Abdallah.  Cf.  SCHER,  Manuscrits  de  Mardin  9. 

28.  Chaldean  Patriarchate  15  (1497  A.D.). 

Written  by  Abraham,  son  of  Dodo  at  the  time  of  patriarch  Mar  Simon  and 
Mar  Yohannan,  Bishop  of  Athel.  Cf.  SCHER,  Manuscrits  de  Mossoul  11. 

29.  Mardin  12  (1536  A.D.). 

Written  by  the  priest  Danvis  at  the  time  of  patriarch  Mar  Simon  and 
metropolitan  Gabriel  of  Gazarta.  Cf.  SCHER,  Manuscrits  de  Mardin  9. 

30.  Diarbekir  15  (1540  A.D.). 

Copy  of  Diarbekir  13  (no.  4  above)  by  the  priest  Guiwarguis  in  the  convent 
of  Mar  Aba  at  the  time  of  the  patriarch  Mar  Simon  and  Mar  Gabriel  of 
Gazartaat.  Cf.  SCHER,  Manuscrits  de  Diarbekir  331 , 

31.  Mardin  14  (1543  A.D.). 

Copied  by  the  priest  'Ataya  at  the  time  of  patriarch  Simon.  Cf.  SCHER, 
Manuscrits  de  Mardin  9-10. 

32.  Mardin  10  (1569  A.D.). 

Copied  at  the  time  of  patriarch  Mar  Elia  and  metropolitan  Mar  Iso-Yahb 
by  the  priest  John.  Cf.  SCHER,  Manuscrits  de  Mardin  8-9. 

33.  Mardin  11  (1572  A.D.). 

Copied  at  the  time  of  patriarch  Mar  Elia  and  metropolitan  Mar  Joseph  of 
Gazarta  by  the  priest  'Ataya.  Cf.  SCHER,  Manuscrits  de  Mardin  9. 
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34.  Chaldean  Patriarchate  16  (1588  A.D.). 

Copied  in  the  village  of  Abnaye  at  the  time  of  patriarch  Mar  Elia  by  the 
Bishop  Yohannan.  Cf.  SCHER,  Manuscrits  de  Mossoul  11. 

35.  Diarbekir  16  (1591  A.  D.) 

Copy  of  Diarbekir  13  (no.  18  above)  written  by  the  priest  'Ataya  at  the 
time  of  patriarch  Mar  Elia  and  metropolitan  Mar  Gabriel.  Cf.  SCHER, 
Manuscrits  de  Diarbekir  337. 

36.  Diarbekir  17  (16th  century). 

Copy  of  Diarbekir  13  (no.  18  above)  written  at  the  time  of  patriarch  Mar 
Elia  and  Mar  Yohannan,  the  Bishop  of  Gazarta,  by  the  priest  'Ataya.  Cf. 
SCHER,  Manuscrits  de  Diarbekir  337. The  manuscript  is  not  dated.  The 
identification  of  this  author  with  that  of  Mardin  14  (above  n.31)  and 
Mardin  11  (above  n.33)  leads  Prof.Yousif  to  suggest  that  it  was  written  in 
the  16th  century. 

37.  Chaldean  Patriarchate  17  (1681  A.  D.). 

Copied  at  Alqos  at  the  time  of  patriarch  Mar  Elia  by  the  priest  Guiwarguis. 
Cf.  SCHER,  Manuscrits  de  Mossoul  11. 

38.  Mardin  15  (1702  A.  D.). 

Written  by  ' Abdel- Ahad  at  the  time  of  patriarch  Joseph  II.  Cf.  SCHER, 
Manuscrits  de  Mardin  10. 

39.  Chaldean  Patriarchate  18  (1741  A.  D.). 

Copied  in  Alqos  at  the  time  of  patriarch  Elia  by  the  priest  Hanna.  Cf. 
SCHER,  Manuscrits  de  Mossoul  12. 

40.  UTS  15  (1885  A.  D.) 

Cf.  GOSHEN-GOTTSTEIN,  Syriac  Manuscripts,  125;  CLEMONS, 
"Checklist"  498,  n.  308. 

2.  Extant  Manuscripts  of  the  Mosul  System 

a.  Epistle  Lectionary 

41.  Leningrad  XXII  (1243  A.  D.). 

Cf.  PIGOULEWSKI,  "Manuscrits  de  Leningrad"  218-222. 

42.  Vat.  Arab.  29  (1341  A.  D.). 

Cf.  MAI,  Codices  Arabic!,  76.  The  catalogue  gives  the  date  as  1342, 
Macomber  corrects  it  to  1341  A.  D.  Cf.  MACOMBER,  "Lectionary 
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System"  483.  For  the  table  of  lessons,  cf.  GRAF,  "Pauluslektionar"  237- 
247. 

b.  Gospel  Lectionaiy 

43.  Seert  19  (15th  century). 

Estrangelo  script.  Cf.  SCHER,  Manuscrits  de  Seert  14. 

44.  British  Library  7174  (1498  A.  D.). 

Written  in  Estrangelo  script  according  to  the  Upper  Monastery  system 
known  as  the  usage  of  Mosul.  Cf.  ROSEN  &  FORSHALL,  Catalogue,  51- 
53;  the  catalogue  dates  the  manuscript  as  1499  but  Macomber  corrects  it 
to  1488.  Cf.  MACOMBER,  "Lectionary  System"  485. 

45.  Berlin  35  <Sachau  353>  (1560  A.  D.). 

Cf.  SACHAU,  Handschriften  138-140. 

46.  British  Library  31  <7175  Rich)  (1574  A.  D.). 

Cf.  ROSEN  &  FORSHALL,  Catalogus  53-54. 

47.  Camb.  1975  (1586  A.  D.). 

Cf.  WRIGHT,  Manuscripts  of  Cambridge  58-80. 

48.  British  Library  32  <7176  Rich)  (1683  A.  D.). 

Written  in  the  village  of  Wasta  at  the  time  of  patriarch  Elia  by  the  Priest 
Joseph.  Cf.  ROSEN  &  FORSHALL,  Catalogus  54-55. 

49.  British  Library  29  <7173  Rich). 

Estrangelo  script  written  in  the  Upper  Monastery  according  to  the  Mosul 
system.  Cf.  ROSEN  &  FORSHALL,  Catalogus  A8-5\. 

3.  Extant  Manuscripts  of  Beth  'Abhe  System 

a.  OT  Lectionaiy 

50.  Mardin  16  (1572  A.  D.) 

Preserved  at  the  Pshitta  Institute  in  Leyden,  written  in  the  convent  of  Mar 
Pethion  by  metropolitan  Mar  Hnaniso  of  Mardin.  Cf.  SCHER,  Manuscrits 
de  Mardin  69;  MACOMBER,  "Lectionary  System"  483. 

51.  Aqra  2  (15th/ 1 6th  century) 

According  to  Voste  this  mauscript  is  of  the  thirteenth  century,  but 
Macomber  dates  it  later  to  the  15th/ 16th  century.  Cf.  VOSTE,  Manuscrits 
de  Aqra  371-372;  MACOMBER,  "Lectionaiy  System"  483,485. 
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b.  Gospel  Lectionary 

52.  British  Library  248  <Egerton  68 1>  (1206/1207  A.  D.). 

Written  by  David  at  the  time  of  patriarch  Mar  Yahbalaha  according  to  the 
Beth- Abe  lectionary  System,  which  was  instituted  by  its  founder  Rabban 
Jacob.  Cf.  WRIGHT,  Catalogue  190-194;  MACOMBER,  "Lectionary 
System"  284. 

53.  Harvard  Syr.  141  <  formerly  n.  506>  (1208  A.  D.). 

Cf.  CLEMONS,  "Checklist"  235,  n.  22.  MACOMBER,  "Lectionary 
System"  484;  GOSHEN-GOTTSTEIN,  Syriac  Manuscripts  95-96. 

54.  Seert  20  (1572  A.  D.). 

Written  in  the  village  of  Peschabour  on  the  Tigris  during  the  period  of 
patriarch  Elia  and  metropolitan  Joseph  of  Gazarta.  Cf.  SCHER,  Manuscrits 
de  Seert  14;  MACOMBER,  "Lectionaiy  System"  484. 

55.  Urmia  107  (1700  A.  D.). 

Cf.  SARAU,  Manuscripts  of  Oroomiah  20.  According  to  Macomber  this 
manuscript  has  been  lost  since  1918  and  is  presumed  to  have  been 
destroyed.  Cf.  MACOMBER,  "Lectionary  System"  484. 

4.  Extant  Manuscripts  of  the  Cathedral  System 

a.  OT  Lectionaiy 

56.  British  Library  245  <Add.  14,705>  (11th  century) 

In  addition  to  the  OT  system  there  are  also  Gospel  and  Epistle  lessons.  Cf. 
WRIGHT,  Catalogue  181-182;  MACOMBER,  "Lectionaiy  System"  489. 

b.  Epistle  Lectionaiy 

57.  British  Library  244  <Add.l4491>  (9th/ 10th  century) 

A  note  on  this  fragment  says  it  was  repaired  and  bound  in  1089  A.  D.  Cf. 
WRIGHT,  Catalogue  179-181. 

58.  Vat.Syr.  22  (1301  A.D.). 

Copied  in  Scengala,  Malabar,  India.  Cf.  ASSEMANI,  Catalogus  177-188. 

59.  Oo.  Ms.  1.  17  (16th  century). 

Written  in  India,  in  addition  to  the  Epistle  lectionaiy  it  contains  the  Gospel 
lectionaiy  according  to  the  Upper  Monastery  except  for  the  season  of  the 
Great  Fast  which  follows  the  Cathedral  system.  Cf.  WRIGHT  &  COOK, 
Manuscripts  of  Cambridge  1063-1078;  MACOMBER,  "Lectionaiy  System" 
492. 
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c.  Gospel  Lectionaiy 

60.  Chaldean  Patriarchate  265  (1238  A.  D.). 

Copied  at  Baghdad.  Cf.  MACOMBER,  "Lectionary  System"  488  &  493. 

5.  Uncategorized  Manuscripts 

a.  OT  Lectionary 

61.  Mingana  506  (1540  A.  D.) 

Copied  by  Jacob.  Incomplete  lectionary.  Cf.  MINGANA,  Mingana 
Collection,  932-933. 

62.  Michigan  129  (1581/82  A.  D.) 

Cf.  CLEMONS,  "Checklist",  229,  n.  2. 

63.  Berlin  32  <Ms. Orient. fol.  16 16>  (14th/15th  century) 

Written  by  the  priest  Abdiso.  Cf.  SACHAU,  Handschriften,  130-139. 

64.  Kerkouk  3  (1846  A.  D.) 

Cf.  VOSTE,  "Manuscrits  de  Kerkouk",  77. 

b.  Epistle  Lectionary 

65.  UTS.  24  (16th  century). 

Cf.  GOSHEN-GOTTSTEIN,  Syriac  Manuscripts,  129. 

66.  Mardin  17  (1536  A.  D.). 

Copied  at  Gazarta  during  the  patriarchate  of  Mar  Simon  and  Mar  Gabriel 
of  Gazarta  by  the  priest  'Ataya.  This  Epistle  lectionaiy  ms  is  written  by  the 
same  author  of  UM  mss  of  Mardin  11  (see  above  33),  Mardin  14  (see 
above  31),  Diarbekir  17  (see  above  36),  and  Diarbekir  16  (see  above  35). 
Cf.  SCHER,  Manuscrits  de  Mardin,  10. 

67.  Ming.  Coll.  227  (1706  A.  D.). 

Copied  by  Yalda.  Cf.  MINGANA,  Mingana  Collection,  471. 

68.  Kerkouk  7  (1733  A.  D.). 

Written  at  Bet  Selok-Kerkouk  by  the  priest  Hormizd.  Cf.  VOSTE, 
"Manuscrits  de  Kerkouk",  78. 

69.  Bib.  Nat.  Paris  61  (1745.A.  D.). 

Cf.  ZOTENBERG,  Manuscrits  de  Paris,  1874. 


70.  Aqra  10  (1813  A.  D.). 
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Written  at  Barzane  at  the  time  of  patriarch  Mar  Elia  by  Samas  Kanoun.  Cf. 
VOSTB,  "Manuscrits  de  Aqra",  375. 

71.  N.  D.  des  Semences  27  (no  date  and  colophon) 

Restored  in  1859.  Copies: 

a)  N.  D.  des  Semences  28  (1863  A.  D.); 

b)  N.  D.  des  Semences  29  (1863  A.  D.),  which  has  an  appendix  containing 
the  lesson  for  the  feast  of  Immaculate  conception; 

c)  N.  D.  des  Semences  30  (1868  A.  D.).  Cf.  VOSTB,  N.  D.  des  Semences, 
11-13. 


72.  Aqra  11  (1873  A.  D.). 

Copied  at  Aqra  at  the  time  of  patriarch  Joseph  Audo  and  Mar  Elia 
(Melius),  Bishop  of  Aqra,  by  the  priest  Joseph.  Cf.  VOSTE,  "Manuscrits 
de  Aqra",  375. 

c.  Gospel  Lectionary 

73.  Turf  an  Fragments  49  (10th  century). 

Ms  of  Soghdlan,  a  middle- Persian  dialect,  fragments.  Cf.  MOLLER, 
"Soghdische  Texte",  1-111;  BURKITT,  "Soghdian  Lectionary",  119-125; 
BAUMSTARK,  "BruchstOcke",  123-128. 

74.  British  Library  249  <Add.  17,224>  (12th/ 13th  century). 

Two  paper  leaves  written  in  Estrangelo  script.  Cf.  WRIGHT,  Catalogue, 
194. 

75.  Berlin  14  <Sachau  304>  (1241  A.  D.). 

Copied  at  the  monastery  of  Tur-Abdin  by  the  monk  and  deacon  Immanuel. 
Cf.  SACHAU,  Handschriften,  27-32. 

76.  Berlin  34  <Sachau  104>  (14th  century). 

Written  in  Arabic  and  Syriac.  Cf.  SACHAU,  Hands chriften,  136-138. 

77.  Persan  3  (16th  century) 

Cf.  RICHARD,  "Lectionnaire  persan",  225-245. 

78.  N.D.  des  Semences  20  (1542). 

Written  at  Gazarta  at  the  time  of  patriarch  Mar  Simon  VI  and  Mar  Gabriel, 
metropolitan  of  Gazarta,  by  the  priest  'Ataya.  There  are  several  extant 
copies  of  this  manuscript: 
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a)  N.  D.  des  Semences  21  (1572  A.D.), copied  at  the  time  of  Mar  Elia  V  by 
the  priest  'Ataya; 

b)  N.  D.  des  Semences  22  (1599  A.  D.)»  copied  at  the  time  of  Mar  Elia  VI 
by  the  priest  Abdallahad; 

c)  N.  D.  Semences  23  (1690  A.  D.  ),  written  at  .Alqos  by  the  priest 
Guiwarguis; 

d)  N.  D.  Semences  24  (1720  A.  D.  ),  written  in  Alqos  by  the  Deacon  Elia; 

e)  N.  D.  Semences  25  (1722  A.  D.  ),  written  in  Alqos  at  the  time  of 
patriarch  Mar  Elia  X  by  the  priest  Kausaba; 

0  N.  D.  Semences  26  (1895  A.  D.),  written  in  Alqos  by  the  Priest  Abraham 
Seqwana.  Cf.  VOSTE,  N.  D.  des  Semences,  11-13. 

79.  Berlin  36  <Sachau  316>  (16th/ 17th  century). 

Part  of  a  Gospel  lectionary  from  the  monastery  of  St.  John  of  Egypt  near 
the  city  of  Fenek  on  the  banks  of  Tigris.  SACHAU,  Handschriften,  140- 
141. 

80.  Borg.  Syr.  169  (1576  A.  D.). 

Cf.  SCHER,  "Borgia",  249-287. 

81.  Borg.  Syr.  61  (1667  A.  D.). 

Cf.  SCHER,  "Borgia",  249-287. 

82.  Leningrad  XIX  (1678  A.  D.). 

Copied  by  Simon  Jukohzvaia  in  the  village  of  Targewar  at  the  time  of 
patriarch  Elia  VIII.  Cf.  PIGOULEWSKI,  "Manuscrits  de  Leningrad"  83- 
87. 

83.  Diarbekir  120  (1693  A.  D.). 

An  Arabic  manuscript  written  by  the  priest  Abdallahad,  the  son  of 
Maqdassi  Garabet.  Copies  of  this  manuscript  are  found  in 

a)  Diarbekir  121  (1647  A.  D.)  in  Qarsouni, 

b)  Diarbekir  122  (1635  A.  D.)  in  qarsouni,  and 

c)  Diarbekir  123, 

d)  Diarbekir  124, 

e)  Diarbekir  125, 

f)  Diarbekir  126.  Cf.  SCHER,  Manuscrits  de  Diarbekir  331 . 
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84.  Aqra  V  (1698  A.  D.). 

Written  at  the  time  of  patriarch  Mar  Elia  VIII,  by  the  priest  lalda  in  Alqos. 
The  following  ones  are  copies: 

a)  Aqra  VI  (1706  A.  D.)  written  at  the  time  of  patriarch  Mar  Elia  IX  in 
Alqos  by  the  Priest  Joseph; 

b)  Aqra  VII  (1735  A.  D.)  written  in  Alqos  at  the  time  of  patriarch  Mar  Elia 
X  by  the  Priest  Hanna; 

c)  Aqra  VIII  (1844  A.  D.)  written  at  the  time  of  Pope  Gregory  XVI  and 
Mar  Joseph  Audo,  Bishop  of  Amadia  by  Samas  David  at  Ankawa; 

d)  Aqra  9  (1858  A.  D.),  written  in  Khardes  at  the  time  of  Pope  Pius  IX 
and  of  patriarch  Mar  Joseph  VI,  by  the  priest  David.  Cf.  VOSTE, 
"Manuscrits  de  Aqra",  373-374. 

85.  Kerkouk  IV  (1711  A.  D.) 

Written  in  Alqosh  at  the  time  of  patriarch  Mar  Elia  IX  by  the  priest 
Guiwarguis.  Copies: 

a)  Kerkouk  V  (1718  A.  D.),  written  by  the  priest  Guiwarguis; 

b)  Kerkouk  VI  (1722  A.  D.),  written  in  Selok-Kerkouk  by  the  Priest 
Hormizd.  Cf.  VOSTE,  "Manuscrits  de  Kerkouk",  77-78. 

86.  Berlin  37  <Patermann  22>  (1724  A.  D.). 

Written  by  the  priest  Joseph  of  Aradan.  cf.  SACHAU,  Handschriften,  141- 
142. 

87.  Ming.  CoU.  442  (1749  A.  D.). 

Comprises  89  leaves  written  in  Mosul.  Cf.  MINGANA,  Mingana  Collection, 
781-786. 

88.  Harvard  Syr.  2193,  514  (1888  A.  D.). 

Cf.  CLEMONS,  "Checklist",  236,  n.  49. 

89.  Ming.  CoU.  537  (1911  A.  D.). 

Copied  from  a  Ms.  of  1872  A.  D.  written  in  the  viUage  of  Alqosh  by  the 
priest  Abraham.  Cf.  MINGANA,  Mingana  Collection,  976-984. 


CHAPTER  TWO 


THE  UPPER  MONASTERY  LECTIONARY  SYSTEM 

The  printed  texts  of  the  present  East  Syrian  lectionary  have 
uniform  contents  and  all  follow  the  Upper  Monasteiy  system.  The  Upper 
Monastery  Church  year  and  its  lessons  are  found  in  the  East  Syrian 
liturgical  books^,  Upper  Monasteiy  lectionaiy  manuscripts^  and  Hudra 
manuscriptsl  The  Hudra  manuscripts  are  liturgical  books  which  contain 
the  variable  prayers  of  the  divine  office  as  well  as  of  the  eucharistic  liturgy 
for  the  whole  yearl 


I.  The  Upper  Monasteiy  <Daira  'Ellaita> 

The  Upper  Monastery^  was  situated  on  the  bank  of  the  Tigris 
river  at  the  northwest  part  of  Mosul.  It  was  located  just  outside  or  even 
inside  the  city  walls  of  Mosul^  Today  the  church  in  honor  of  the  Blessed 
Virgin  Mary  called  <'at-tahra>  (the  Church  of  the  Pure  One),  restored  in 
1705  and  in  1744,  is  found  in  its  placed  However  the  date^  of  its 


^  See  Liturgical  Books  of  the  East  Syrian  Lectionary  Systems,  Chapter 
One,  10-11. 

^  Cf.  Manuscripts  of  the  Upper  Monastery  System,  Chapter  One,  nos 
1-40,  12-16. 

^  MACOMBER,  "Chaldean  Hudra"  120-134. 

^  See  the  following  section  on  the  sources  under  study,  25. 

^  ISO  YAHB  IV,  Nestorian  Questions  148-149;  FIEY,  Mossoul 
chretienne  127-132;  RUCKER  "Obere  Kloster"  180-  187;  BADGER, 
Nestorians  II,  17;  MATEOS,  Lelya-Sapra  27;  MATEOS,  Office  divin  255; 
TAFT,  Liturgy  of  Hours  227;  KURUTHUKULANGARA,  Feast  of  the 
Nativity  19,  n.7;  MOOLAN,  Annunciation-Nativity  154.  n.9:  MERIGOUX, 
Chretiens  de  Mossoul  131-138. 

^  FIEY,  Mossoul  chretienne  130- 131 

^  TAFT,  Liturgy  of  Hours  227 
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foundation  is  unknown. 

The  Lectionary,  Hudra,  Gazza,  and  Kaskul  manuscripts 
identify  the  Upper  Monastery  as  the  monastery  of  Mar  Gabriel  and  Mar 
Abraham.  The  Leningrad  manuscript  XXI of  the  Epistle  Lectionaiy  even 
calls  Mar  Gabriel  and  Mar  Abraham,  respectively,  the  founder  and  renewer 
of  the  Upper  Monastery.  Riicker^^  identifies  Mar  Gabriel  with  Mar  Gabriei 
from  Kaskar^^,  for  a  long  time  superior  of  the  Upper  Monastery,  who  died 
in  738  or  739.  Riicker  also  identifies  Mar  Abraham  with  Mar  Abraham  bar 

n 

Dasandad^^  (9th  century),  an  exegete  in  the  monastery  school  at  Basos. 
Later  he  returned  to  the  Upper  Monastery  where  he  died  (9th  century). 

But  only  later  does  the  monastery  came  to  be  known  by  these 
names,  for  the  earliest  evidence  of  the  existence  of  the  Upper  Monastery 
antecedates  Mar  Gabriel  and  Mar  Abraham.  For  it  was  there  that 
catholicos  Iso  'Yahb  III  (+  657/58)  resided  in  the  seventh  century,  there 
that  he  determined  what  would  become  quasi-definitive  norms  for  the 


^  RUCKER,  "Das  obere  Kloster"  187,  points  out  the  early  origin  of 
the  Upper  Monastery  based  on  certain  Syriac  writings  taken  from  the 
church  of  'at-tahra,  located  now  at  the  same  position  of  the  monastery: 
"Plan  der  fundamente  des  Gebaudes  der  Kirche  der  Herrin  Maria  des 
oberen  Klosters  des  Mar  Gabriel  und  Mar  Abraham,  das  in  Hesna  Ebraja 
ist,  auf  der  Nord  seite  von  Mossoul,  in  dem  all  Biicher  der  ostlichen  Kirche 
eine  vollkommene  ordnung  empfingen,  von  der  unterweisung  der  Apostel 
ab  bis  zum  achten  Jahrhundert. 

Nach  einer  anderen  Notiz  dieses  Plannes  soil  das  obere  Kloster  im  vierten 
Jahrhundert  erbaut  worden  sein".  But  we  have  no  evidence  to  prove  the 
above  mentioned  facts. 


^  See  ms  list  n.  41,  Chapter  One,  16. 

ROCKER,  "Das  obere  Kloster"  183. 

"  We  have  this  information  about  Gabriel  of  Kaskar  from  the  book 
on  chastity  of  Iso  Denah  of  Basara  (middle  of  9th  century):  CHABOT, 
Livre  de  la  c/iastete  61,121,276.  See  also  V66BUS,  History  ?>2A\  BEDJAN, 
Liber  Superiorum  506;  RiiCKER,  "Das  obere  Kloster"  183. 

See  ORTIZ  DE  URBINA,  Patrologia  Syriaca  152;  ROCKER,  "Das 
obere  Kloster"  183. 
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reform  of  the  East  Syrian  liturgy^l  Long  a  center  for  liturgical  renewal,  the 
Upper  Monastery  has  given  its  name,  in  the  lectionary  manuscripts,  to  an 
East  Syrian  lectionary  system  that  we  shall  examine  in  this  chapter. 

II.  The  Sources  Under  Study 


Not  all  listed  lectionary  manuscripts  of  the  Upper  Monastery 
system  were  available  for  our  present  study.  Because  of  today's  unfavorable 
political  situation  in  the  Middle  East,  certain  manuscripts  from  that  region 
are  inaccessible.  Therefore  we  depend  on  eleven  manuscripts  from 
European  and  American  collections. 

Concerning  the  Hudra  rnanuscripts,  the  scholarly  studies  of 
Pathikulangara  ,  Kuruthukulangara^ ,  Moolan^^,  Ennolikara^ ,  and 
Theckanath^^  ascertain  that  there  are  no  scriptural  lessons  in  the  East  Syrian 
hours  except  for  the  Holy  Week.  Though  not  all  Hudra  manuscripts  give 
indications  for  the  lessons  of  the  eucharistic  liturgy^^,  there  are  some  in 
certain  Hudra  manuscripts,  between  the  oniata  d-Qanke  (anthems  of  the 
chancel)  and  d-Raze  (anthems  of  the  mysteries)  before  the  anaphora,  i.e. 
in  the  liturgy  of  the  Word  of  the  Qurbana  (eucharistic  liturgy).  The  lessons 
for  the  eucharistic  liturgy  of  the  Hudra  manuscripts  in  general  follow  the 
Upper  Monastery  system.  The  differences  between  the  manuscripts  are  not 
notable.  Therefore  I  have  limited  the  study  to  three  Hudra  manuscripts. 

The  printed  editions  and  manuscripts  are  cited  in  the  body  of 
the  text  according  to  the  following  abbreviations: 


FIEY,  "Mossoul  chr^ienne"  127-128;  BAUMSTARK,  Geschichte 
197-198. 

PATHIKULANGARA  Resurrection  205-217. 
KURUTHUKULANGARA,  Feast  of  the  Nativity  129-133. 
MOOLAN,  Annunciation- Nativity  227-236. 

ENNOLIKARA  Feast  of  Pentecost  226-228. 

THECKANATH,  Bride  of  Christ  124-135. 

Of  the  printed  texts  of  Divine  Office  only  DAlRMO  contains  lessons 
for  the  Eucharistic  liturgy. 
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1.  Printed  Texts 

CO  -  Chaldean  OT  Lectionary 

Lectiones  quae  per  totum  anni  decursum  ab  eccJesia  Syrorum 
orientalium  id  est  Chaldaeorum  in  Missa  adhiberi  solenU  Mosul  1901. 


CE  -  Chaldean  Epistle  Lectionary 

Epistolae  Apostoli  Pauli  quae  per  totum  Anni  decursum  ab  Ecclesia 
Syrorum  Orientalium  id  est  Chaldaeorum  in  Missa  leguntur,  Mosul 

1900. 

CG  -  Chaldean  Gospel  Lectionary 

Sancta  Evangelia  quae  per  totum  Anni  decursum  ab  Ecclesia  Syrorum 
Orientalium  id  est  Chaldaeorum  in  Missa  Leguntum,  Mosul  1901. 

NL  -  Nestorian  Lectionary 

Rusma  d-qeryane  w-surraya  wa-sliha  w-zummara  w-ewangaliyon  d- 
metqrey  b-hadsabbe  wa-b-e'  de  wa-b-dukrane  ak  taksa  d-dayra 

ellayta^  Mosul  1924. 

ML  -  Malabar  Lectionary 

Kalendarium  festorum  et  Commemorationum  totius  anni  cum 
Lectionibus  Sacrae  Scripturae,  in  Ordo  Celebrationis  "Quddasa" iuxta 
usum  Ecclesiae  Syro-Malabarensis,  Rome  1959. 

2.  Selected  Manuscripts  of  the  Lectionaiy 

a,  OT  Lectionaiy 

UMl  -  British  Library  243  <Add.  14492>  (862  AD)<ms  list  n.  1>. 

This  ms  contains  104  leaves,  some  of  which  are  slightly  stained  and  tom, 
especially  fol.  1-7,  19,  40  and  102-104.  Leaves  are  missing  at  the 
beginning  and  end,  as  well  as  after  fol.l  and  7.  It  is  written  in  Estrangelo 
script.  This  manuscript  contains  lessons  from  the  SunI  after  the  Nativity 
up  to  the  last  Sunday  of  the  Dedication  of  the  Church. 


UM2  »  Vat.  Syr.  24  (13th  century)<ms  list  n.  2>. 

This  ms  contains  153  leaves  written  in  East  Syrian  script.  In  the  colophon 
the  title  states  that  the  readings  are  according  to  the  rite  of  the  Upper 
Monastery  of  Mar  Abraham  and  Mar  Gabriel.  The  manuscript  contains  the 
complete  OT  Lectionary  system. 
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UM3  -  Camb.  1976  (1701  AD)<ms  Ust  n.  5>. 

This  ms  has  194  leaves  written  in  the  East  Syrian  script.  A  leaf  is  missing 
after  fol.  193.  Fol.  Iv  informs  us  that  the  ms  is  a  lectionary  from  the  OT 
and  Acts  of  the  Apostles  for  Sundays,  feasts  and  commemorations  of  the 
whole  year  according  to  the  use  of  the  monastery  of  Mar  Abraham  and 
Mar  Gabriel,  called  'Daira  'Ellaita'  or  Upper  Monastery  at  Mosul.  This 
manuscript  gives  the  complete  OT  lectionary  system. 

b.  Epistle  Lectionary 

UM4  =  Vat.  Syr.  23  (12th  century)<ms  list  n.  6>. 

This  ms  contains  142  leaves,  written  in  Syriac  and  in  Arabic,  in  parallel 
columns  with  the  Syriac  text  in  the  first  column  and  the  Arabic  version  in 
the  second.  The  Syriac  text  is  written  in  East  Syrian  script.  The  colophon 
in  fol.  142  states  that  the  lessons  from  the  epistles  are  according  to  the 
Upper  Monastery  system.  The  manuscript  contains  a  complete  Epistle 
Lectionary  system. 

UM5  =  British  Library  247  <Add.  14688>  (12/ 13th  century)<ms  list  n.  7>. 
This  ms  contains  80  leaves,  some  stained  and  slightly  tom,  especially  fol. 
1,  71-80.  It  is  written  in  Estrangelo  script.  The  manuscript  contains  lessons 
from  the  first  Sunday  of  Annunciation  up  to  the  SunlV  of  the  Cross.  There 
are  some  marginal  notes,  mostly  in  Arabic. 

UM6  =  Harvard  Syr.  3  (1216  AD)<ms  list  n.  8>. 

This  ms  contains  1 1 1  leaves,  and  is  written  in  Estrangelo  script.  It  consists 
of  a  complete  Epistle  Lectionary  system. 

UM7  =  Camb.  3291  (1696-1697  AD)<ms  list  n.  10>. 

This  ms  has  107  leaves,  written  in  Estrangelo  script,  some  of  which  are 
slightly  tom  and  much  stained.  It  has  two  sections:  the  first  (ff.  1- 
36  )consists  of  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  and  three  Catholic  Epistles  in  an 
Arabic  version;  the  second  (ff.  37-107)is  an  Epistle  lectionary,  written  in 
Arabic  with  an  occasional  admixture  of  Nestorian  Serata.  Fol.  37v  gives  the 
title  of  the  second  part:  the  lessons  for  the  Sundays,  feasts  and 
commemorations  of  the  whole  year  from  the  epistles  of  St.  Paul  according 
to  the  use  of  the  convent  of  Mar  Gabriel  and  Mar  Abraham  at  Mosul. 

UM8  =  Camb.  Add.  2035  (1803  AD)<ms  list  n.  11>. 

This  ms  contains  66  leaves,  written  in  East  Syrian  script.  Folias  62v-66  give 
the  commemorations  and  feasts.  It  is  .  Fol.  Ir  states  that  the  Lectionary 
consists  of  the  Pauline  epistles  for  Sundays  and  Festivals  according  to  the 
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use  of  the  Upper  Monastery  at  Mosul. 

UM9  =  Leningrad  XXI  (not  dated)<ms  list  n.  13>. 

This  ms  contains  1 1 1  leaves,  written  in  Estrangelo  with  East  Syrian  vowels. 
Fols  1-94  provide  the  complete  Epistle  lectionary  system.  Pigoulewski 
comments  that  the  Estrangelo  script  closely  resembles  that  of  the  eighth  or 
ninth  century^. 

c.  Gospel  Lectionaiy 

UMIO  =  Bodleian  Library  Auct.  E.  4.  22  (7th  century?)  <ms  list  n.  14>. 
This  ms  contains  Gospel  Lectionary  fragments  for  the  SunV  and  SunVI  of 
the  Apostles,  and  for  the  FriVII,  and  for  Nusardeyl.  The  fragments  are 
much  stained.  The  dating  of  the  manuscript  is  based  on  information 
communicated  to  Macomber  by  W.Baars  of  the  Peshitta  Institute  of  Leiden 
University^^.  If  the  dating  is  correct,  it  is  the  earliest  known  manuscript  of 
the  Upper  Monastery  lectionary  system. 

UMll  =  British  Library  246  <Add.  17,923>  (1074  AD)<ms  list  n.  16>. 
This  ms  contains  172  leaves,  some  stained  and  tom,  especially  fol.  60,  107, 
172.  Leaves  are  missing  after  fol.  16,  25  and  30.  Fols  1-1 64r  give  the 
lections  for  the  Church  year,  164v-168r  those  for  special  occasions.  The 
manuscript  is  written  in  large,  regular  Estrangelo  script  of  the  eleventh 
century.  The  colophon  on  fol.  172r  states  that  the  manuscript  was  written 
at  Mosul,  in  the  convent  of  Hormisdas,  by  Ebed  Jesu  for  the  priest  Mari. 

3.  Selected  Manuscripts  of  the  Hudra 

UM12  -  British  Library  Add.  7177  (1484  A.  D.  ),  ROSEN-FORSHALL, 
Catalogus,  55-56. 

This  ms  is  a  Hudra  for  the  whole  liturgical  year.  Fol.  320v  tells  that  it  was 
prepared  according  to  the  use  of  the  Upper  Monastery.  In  addition  to  the 
Hudra  it  gives  indications  of  the  lessons  for  the  whole  Church  year. 

UM13  -  Berlin  Or.  Quarto  1160  (1686  A.D.),  ASSFALG, 

Syr.Handschriften^  60-63. 

This  too  is  a  Hudra  for  the  whole  Church  year  according  to  the  Upper 
Monastery  system.  In  addition  to  the  Hudra,  it  gives  indications  of  the 


^  PIGOULEWSKI,  "Manuscrits  de  Leningrad",  214. 
MACOMBER,  "Lectionary  System"  492. 
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lessons  for  the  whole  Church  year. 

UM14  =  Athens,  National  Library  1802  (1724  A.D.),  BROCK,  Syriac 
Manuscript,  174-176. 

This  is  another  Hudra  for  the  whole  Church  year  according  to  the  Upper 
Monastery  system.  In  addition  to  the  Hudra,  it,  too,  gives  indications  of  the 
lessons  for  the  whole  Church  year. 


III.  Upper  Monasteiy  Church  Year  and  its  Lessons 


V 

The  Upper  Monastery  lessons  follow  the  Peshitta^  version 
of  the  Bible.  The  first  edition  of  the  OT  version  of  the  Peshitta  was  that 
of  S.Lee,  London  1823,  for  the  Bible  Society.  The  NT  was  first  edited  by 
J.  A.  Widmanstad,  Vienna  1555.  At  present  there  are  several  modem 
available  editions  of  the  Peshitta^. 

The  Lectionary  manuscripts  CG,  CE  and  CO  give  the  lessons 
without  numbering  them  according  to  the  Peshitta.  The  NL  gives  chapter 
numbering  in  Syriac  letters,  and  verses  in  Arabic  numerals.  The  chapter 
numbering  of  the  lessons  differs  in  Hudra  manuscripts  from  the  Peshitta. 
The  verses  are  never  numbered.  Instead,  the  manuscripts  give  the  beginning 
and  end  of  each  lesson.  In  the  following  tables,  text  numbering  is  given 
in  accordance  with  the  printed  Peshitta  versions,  and  follows  the  Oriental 
system  in  which  the  closing  verse  number  of  the  text  is  exclusive,  i.e.,  not 
included  in  the  lesson  read:  Rom  5:1-6  =  only  verses  5:1-5  are  read^. 
Variants  in  the  sources  are  given  in  the  text  itself  with  the  corresponding 
sigla  of  the  manuscripts  or  printed  editions.  Incomplete  manuscripts  are 
mentioned  only  when  the  lessons  in  question  are  found  there. 


^  See  BERASATEGUI,  "Les  versions  de  la  Bible"  44-65;  BURKITT, 
"Bible  in  Syriac"  39-78. 

Some  of  the  important  versions  are  the  following.  Biblia  Sacra  juxta 
Versionem  SimpUcem  quae  dicitur  Pschitta,  3  vols,  Mossoul  1887,  1888, 
1891;  Beyrouth  1951;  Ktaba  da-Dyateqe  Hdatta  d-Maran  Iso  Msiha,  New 
York  1874.  The  first  English  translation  was  M.G.LAMSA,  Holy  Bible, 
New  York  rep.  1968.  Also,  The  Old  Testament  in  Syriac  according  to  the 
Peshitta  Version,  Leiden  1977. 

The  proposed  Syro-Malabar  lectionaiy  uses  the  Western  system, 
giving  the  verse  numbers  inclusively,  with  the  last  verse  number  of  each 
lesson  being  the  last  verse  of  the  text  read. 
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1.  The  Period  of  Annunciation  and  Nativity  (Subbara  &  Yalda) 


a.  The  Lessons 
SunI 

A.  (l)Gen  17:l-end  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

(2)Is  42:18-43:14  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B.  Eph  5:21-6:10  CE,NL,ML,UM5^,UM7,UM13,UM14^, 

Eph  5:21ff  UM12. 

Eph  5:1-6:10  UM4. 

Rom  3:31-4:13  UM8. 

C.  Lk  1:1-26  CG,NL,ML,UM12,UM13,UM  14. 

Lk  1:5-26  UMll. 

Fril  (Commemoration  of  Babai  of  Nisibis  and  others)UMl  1 
SunI 

A  (l)Num  22:20-23:2  CO,ML,UM2,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Num  22:9-23:2  NL. 

Num  22:20-23:end  UM3. 

(2)Is  43:14-44:6  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B.  Col  4:2-end  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Rom  4:13-26  UM8,UM9. 

C.  Lk  1:26-57  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM13,UM14. 

Lk  l:26ff.UM12. 

Frill  (Commemoration  of  Iso  Y'ahb,  Sabriso,  Giwargis,  Hannaniso  and 
other  Catholicoi)UM  11. 

Sunlll 

A  (l)Gen  18:1-20  CO,NL,ML,UM3. 

Gen  17:1-18:20  UM2,UM  12,UM13,UM14. 

(2)Judg  13:2-25  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B.  Eph  3:l-end  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Heb  6:13-7:11  UM8,UM9. 

C.  Lk  l:57-end  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1. 

Lk  l:l-end  UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Frilll  (Commemoration  of  Iso-Sabran,  martyr  and  others)UMl  1. 


^  UM5  is  defective. 
26 


UM9  is  incomplete. 
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SunlV^ 

A.  (l)Gen  24:50-end  CO,ML,UM2,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Gen  24: 10-end  NL. 

Gen  24:50-25:29  UM3. 

(2)lSam  1:1-19  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B.  Eph  5:5-21  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM12,UM  13,UM14. 

Rom  9:1-13  UM8,UM9. 

C.  Mt  l:18-end  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Feast  of  the  Nativity  (December  25) 

A.  (l)Is  7:10-16,9:1-4,6-8  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM13,UM14. 

Is  7:10-9:7  UM12. 

Is  7:10-16,8:8-11,16-19,9:1-4,6,7  UM3. 

(2)Mic  4:1-4,5:2-5,8-10  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Mic  4:1-4, 5:1-8  UM3. 

B.  Gal  3:15-4:7  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Rom  l:l-6,Gal  3:15-4:7  UM8,UM9. 

C.  Lk  2:1-21  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

1.  Friday  after  Nativity(Commemoration  of  St  James,  the  brother  of  Our 
Lord)UMll. 

SunV  (SunI  of  Nativity) 

A.  (l)Gen  21:1-22  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM13,UM14. 

Ex  1:15-22  UM12. 

(2)lSam  l:19-end  CO,NL,ML,UMl^,UM2,UM3,UM13,UM14. 

Is  66:5-17  UM12 

B.  Gal  4:18-5:2  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM8,UM9,UM13,UM  14. 
Rom  15:1-33  UM12. 

C.  Mt  2:l-end  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM13,UM14. 

Lk  2:21-52  UM12. 

FriV  or  December  26(Feast  of  Mart  Mariam)^^ 

A.  (l)Ex  15:ll-22,Jer  31:13-18,Mic  6:1-6  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3. 


77 

UMll  gives  the  commemoration  of  Mar  Abba,  bishop  of  Nineveh 
on  December  17  in  the  period  of  Annunciation -Nativity. 


UMl  is  defective  and  not  clear.  Ms  starts  from  ISam  1:21. 

29  t- 

The  Hudra  manuscripts  give  this  feast  among  the  special 
commemorations. 
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(2)Acts  1:1-15  CO,ML,UMl^,UM2,UM3. 

Acts  1:1-9,13-15  NL. 

B.  Rom  16:l-end  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5  UM7,UM8,UM9. 

C.  Lk  1:26-56, Mt  1:1-17, 18-end  CG,ML^ 

Mt  1:1-17, 18-end  NL. 

Sun VI  (Sunil  of  Nativity) 

A.  (l)Ex  2:1-11  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM13,UM14. 

(2)Is  49:1-7  CO,NL,ML,UMl^UM2,UM3,UM13. 

Is  49:1-10  UM14. 

B.  2Tim  2:16-end  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM8,UM9,UM13,UM14. 
UM9  gives  another  reading,  Rom  15:1-17. 

C.  Lk  2:21-end  CG,NL,ML,UM13,UM14. 

b.  Observations 

The  Period  of  Annunciation  and  Nativity  consists  of  six 
weeks,  centered  on  the  feast  of  the  Nativity  of  Our  Lord.  The  Sundays  are 
the  main  liturgical  days  in  this  period,  four  Sundays  before  and  two  after 
the  feast.  UM12,  a  Hudra  manuscript,  does  not  give  the  SunVI  of  this 
period.  The  SunVI  lessons,  given  for  the  SunV,  conclude  the  period.  The 
FriV  of  this  period  is  celebrated  as  the  feast  of  Mart  Mariam.  Besides  the 
feast  of  Mary,  UMl  1,  the  1 1th  century  Gospel  manuscript,  gives  particular 
commemorations  for  each  Friday  not  found  in  any  other  source. 

There  are  four  lessons  for  the  days  of  eucharistic  celebration. 
The  first  lesson  is  from  the  Pentateuch  and  the  second  from  the  prophets, 
except  for  the  feast  of  Mart  Mariam,  when  it  is  taken  from  Acts.  For  the 
feasts  of  Nativity  and  Mart  Mariam,  composite  lessons  are  read  from  the 
OT.  Concerning  the  OT  lessons  we  do  not  fmd  notable  differences  among 
the  sources. 

The  third  lesson  is  taken  from  the  Epistles  of  St. Paul.  Here 
the  Epistle  manuscripts  UM8  and  UM9  with  the  lessons  of  the  three 
Sundays  of  Annunciation  and  the  feast  of  Nativity  do  not  agree  with  the 
other  sources.  Furthermore  UM8  does  not  even  agree  with  UM9  for  the 
first  Sunday.  NL  has  a  different  Epistle  text  for  the  feast  of  Mart  Mariam. 

The  fourth  lesson  of  this  period  is  from  Luke  (first  two 
chapters)  except  for  the  SunlV  Gospel  lesson  which  is  taken  from  Matthew. 


^  The  ms  is  incomplete. 

UM 1 1  is  defective. 

^  UMl  is  incomplete  here. 
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Sources  are  in  agreement  for  the  all  Gospel  lessons  except  for  the  feast  of 
Mart  Mariam,  where  NL  gives  a  different  text. 

2.  The  Period  of  Epiphany  (Denha) 

a.  The  Lessons 

Feast  of  Epiphany  (  January  6) 

A. (l)Num  24:2-10, 15-end  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
(2)Is  4:2-6, 11: 1-6, 12:4-end  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13. 

B. Tit  2:11-3:8  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM8,UM13,UM14. 

2Cor  3:17-18,Tit  2:11-3:7  UM9  UM12. 

C. Mt  3:l-end  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1^UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Rogation  of  the  Virgins^ 

MonI 

A. (l)Is  63:17-64:12  CO 
(2)Hab  3:1-19  CO 

B. lTim  2:1-3:10  CE 

C. Mt  18:23-35  CG 
Tuel 

A. (l)lSam  7:3-9  CO 
(2)Is  59:1-19  CO 

B. Rom  12:1-21  CE 

C. Lk  18:2-14  CG 
WedI 

A. (l)Joel  2:15-27  CO 
(2)Jon  3:1-4:11  CO 

B. Rom  9:14-10:17  CE 

C. Mt  6:1-18  CG 

Fril  (Commemoration  of  John  the  Baptist) 

A. (l)Is  35:3-end,40:l-9  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
(2)Acts  13:13-34  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. Eph  2:19-3:end  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,  UM7,UM8,UM9,  UM12,  UM13, 
UM14. 

C. Mk  6:14-20  CG,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Mk  6:14-30  NL. 


UMll  fol.l7ris  defective. 

ii 

Here  NL,  ML  and  the  manuscripts  do  not  give  readings  for  the 
Rogation  of  the  Virgins.  NL  after  the  SunI  of  Epiphany  mentions  it  as  a 
rare  observance  in  the  church. 
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Siinl 

A. (l)Ex  3:1-16  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

(2)Is  44:21-45:5  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. 2Tim  3:1-16  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM8,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
Eph  1:1-15  UM9. 

Rom  15:1-14  UM5. 

C. Lk  4:14-31  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Frill  (Commemoration  of  Peter  and  Paul) 

A. (l)lKgs  4:8-38  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

(2)Acts  9:32-43  CO,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Acts  14:8-16,20:7-13  NL 

B. 2Cor  10:1-8,1  l:21-end  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM8,UM9,  UM12, 
UM13,UM14. 

C. Mt  16:13-20, Jn  21:15-end  NL,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Mt  16:13-20, Jn  21:15-20  CG,ML. 

Sunil 

A.(l)Num  10:29-11:11  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

(2)Is  45:11-18  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B  Heb  3:1-14  NL,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM8,UM9,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Heb  3: 1-4:8  CE,ML. 

CJn  1:1-29  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Frilll  (Commemoration  of  the  Evangelists) 

A. (l)lKgs  18:30-40  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

(2)Acts  5:12-33  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. lCorl:9-17,2Corl:8-15CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM8,UM12,UM13, 
UM14. 

ICor  3:21-4:5,4:9-17  UM9. 

C. Mt  9:35-10:16  CG,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Mt  10:1-16  NL. 

Sunlll 

A. (l)Num  11:11-21  CO,NL,ML,UM1^5  Uj^2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
(2)Is  45:18-46:5  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. Heb  3:14-4:11  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM8,UM9,UM12,  UM13, 
UM14. 

CJn  1:29-43  CO,NL,ML,UMl  1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

FrilV  (Commemoration  of  St.Stephan) 

A.(l)lKgs  21:1-22  CO,NL,ML,UMl,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
(2)Acts  6:8-15,7:51-8:3  CO,ML,UM2. 

Acts  6:8-7:2,51-8:3  NL,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
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The  reading  is  incomplete. 
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B. 2Cor  3:18-4:end  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM8,UM12,UM13^ 
UM14. 

ICor  1:10-17,16:15-24  UM9. 

C. Mt  ll:20-end,23:29-end  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

SunlV 

A. (l)Num  ll:23-end  CO,NL,ML,UMl,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
(2)Is  46:5-end  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. Heb  7:18-end  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM7,U^^8,U^y[12,UM13,UM14. 
Heb  7:1 1-end  UM9. 

CJn  1:43-2:12  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

FriV  (Conmemoration  of  the  Greek  Doctors  Diodore,  Theodore  and 
Nestorius)^' 

A. (l)lSam  22:6-22  CO,NL,ML,UM  1^,UM2,UM3,UM13,UM14. 

(2)Acts  22:27-23:17  CO,ML,UM13,UM14. 

Acts  21:27-35,22:30-23:17  NL,UM2,UM3. 

B. 2Tm12:8-20,4:l-9,14-19CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM8,UM13,UM14. 
IThess  2:13-17, 2Tim  3:6-11,4:14-19  UM9. 

C. Mt  4:23-5:20  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM13,UM14. 

SunV 

A. (l)Deut  18:9-end  CO,NL,ML,UMl,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
(2)Is  48:12-21  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. Heb  6:9-7:4  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Heb  2:5-18  UM8. 

Heb  l:l-2:5  UM9. 

C. Jn  3:1-23  CG,NL,ML,UM1  l^lUM12,UM13,UM14. 

Rogation  of  the  Ninevites^ 

MonVI 

A.(l)Is  63:17-64:end  CO,NL,ML,UM12,15,16. 

Gen  18:20-33  UM2,UM3. 


UM13  is  illegible. 

17 

UM12  omits  the  commemoration  of  the  Greek  Doctors. 

UMl  is  defective. 

in 

UM 1 1  is  imperfect  and  v.22  is  missing. 

^  UM  1 1  lacks  readings  for  Monday  and  Tuesday  of  the  Rogation  of 
the  Ninevites.  UMl  and  UM9  do  not  have  readings  for  the  Rogation  of  the 
Ninevites. 
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(2)Hab  3: 1-end  CO, ML. 

Amos  5:3-16  NL,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Is  63:17-64:12  UM2,UM3. 

B. lTim  2:1-3:10  CE,ML,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM8*'. 

ITim  2:1-11  NL,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

C. Mt  18:23-end  CG,ML,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Mt  5:17-38  NL. 

TueVI 

A. (l)lSam  7:3-10  CO,NL,ML. 

Is  59:1-19  UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

(2)Is  59:1-19  CO,NL,ML. 

Hab  3: 1-end  UM2,UM3. 

Jer  17:21-27  UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. Rom  12: 1-end  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM7,UM8,UM12,UM13,UM14” 

C. Lk  18:2-15  CG,ML. 

Lk  18:1-15  NL,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

WedVI 

A. (l)Joel  2:15-27  CO, ML. 

Joel  2:1-28  NL. 

Joel  1:1-32  UM2,UM3*l 
(2)Jon  3:1-4:11  CO,ML,UM2,UM3,UM14. 

Jon  3: 1-end  NL. 

B. Rom  9:14-10:18  CE,ML. 

Col  3: 1-4:2  NL,UM4,UM5,UM7. 

Eph  4:1- 13a, 25-5:22  UM8,UM14. 

C. Mt  6:1-19  CG,NL,ML,UM11,UM14. 

ThuVl^^ 

A. (l)Jer  17:21-27  CO,NL,ML,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

(2)Is  65:16-66:3  CO,NL,ML,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. Rom  10:1-14  CE,ML,UM4,UM8,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Heb  12: 14-end  NL,UM4,UM5,UM7. 

C. Lk  15:4-33  CG,ML. 


^  UM8  places  the  Rogation  of  Ninevites  after  the  6th  Sunday. 

UM5  is  defective. 

UM14  gives  the  lesson  from  Isaiah  but  the  text  is  illegible. 

^  UM2  does  not  provide  lessons  for  the  Thursday  of  the  Rogation  of 
the  Ninevites. 
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Jn  16:23-end  NL,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Mk  ll;22-end  UMll 

FriVl  (Commemoration  of  the  Syrian  Doctors) 

A. (l)2Kgs  13:14-22  CO,NL,ML,UMl,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
(2)Acts  12:25-13:13  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. Heb  13:1-9, 16-22CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM8,UM9,UM12,UM13, 
UM14. 

C. Mt  16:24-17:10  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

SimVr^ 

A. (l)Deut  24:9-end  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

(2)Is  63:7-17  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. Heb  8:1-9:11  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM8,UM9,UM12,UM13, 
UM14. 

C. Jn  3:22-4:4  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

FriVII  (Commemoration  of  One  Saint  or  Mar  Aba  or  Patron  Saint) 

A. (l)Is  41:8-17  CO,NUML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM  14. 

(2)Acts  19:8-20  CO, ML. 

Acts  18:19-19:21  NL,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. 2Cor  10:4-end  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM8,UM9^UM12,UM13, 
UM14. 

C. Mt  24:45-47;25: 14-24  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

SimVII 

A. (l)Deut  14:2-15:5  C0,NL,ML,UM1,UM2,UM3,UM12.UM13,UM14. 
(2)Is  42:5-10,14-18  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. lTim  6:9-end  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM8,UM9,UM12,UM13, 
UM14. 

C. Mt  7:28-8:14  CG,NL,ML,UM1  i,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

FriVIII  (Commemoration  of  the  Departed)^^ 

A.(l)Ezek  37:1-15  CO,NL,ML,UMl,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 


UMl  is  defective  for  SunVI  and  SunVII. 

^  UM9  gives  additional  readings  (l)2Tim  2:8-end, 4:6-9  (2) 

Commemoration  of  a  martyr  Phil  1:12-26  (3)  Commemoration  of  a  saint 
Gal  1:6-11. 

n 

UMll  gives  the  FriVIII  as  Commemoration  of  the  Forty  Martyrs, 
and  the  last  Friday  as  Commemoration  of  the  Dead.  UMll  provides  a 
Gospel  reading  for  the  Commemoration  of  the  Forty  Martyrs  as  well  as 
that  of  the  Commemoration  of  the  Greek  Doctors.  UM12  gives  FrilX  as 
Commemoration  of  the  Forty  Martyrs. 
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(2)Sir  44:1-45:6  CO,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Sir  44:1-23  NL. 

B. lCor  15:34-58  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

ICor  3:21-4:5, 2Cor  5:6-10  UM8,UM9. 

C. Mt  25:31-end  CO,ML,UMl  1,UM14. 

Jn  5:19-30  NL,UM12,UM13. 

SunVIII** 

A. (l)Ex  15:22-26  CO,NL,ML,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Ex  15:22-27,16:4-8,9,10  UM2,UM3. 

(2)Is  44:23-45:3  CO,ML. 

Is  44:23-45:8  NL,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Is  44:23,24,65:17-24,66:1  UM2,UM3. 

B. Eph  1:15-2:8  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Heb  6:1-8  UM9. 

Phil  3:1-14,  Heb  13:21  UM8. 

C. Mk  1:1-12  CG,NL,ML,UM11,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

b.  Observations 

The  Period  of  Epiphany  consists  of  eight  weeks.  The  high 
point  of  this  period  is  also  its  beginning,  the  feast  of  the  Epiphany.  The 
days  of  celebration  are  Sundays  and  Fridays.  All  Fridays  have  their  own 
commemorations.  John  the  Baptist,  St. Peter  and  St. Paul,  the  Evangelists, 
St. Stephan,  the  Greek  Doctors,  the  Syrian  Doctors,  the  Patron  Saint,  the 
departed  are  commemorated  respectively.  The  Gospel  manuscript  UM 1 1 
and  the  Hudra  manuscript  UM12  have  an  additional  commemoration  of  the 
Forty  Martyrs.  UM12  omits  the  Commemoration  of  the  Greek  Doctors. 
Besides  the  Sunday  and  Friday  commemorations,  two  Rogations  are  seen 
in  this  period,  the  Rogation  of  the  Virgins  and  the  Rogation  of  the 
Ninevites.  UMl,the  ninth  century  OT  Lectionary  and  UM9,  an  Epistle 
Lectionaiy,  do  not  give  the  Rogation  of  the  Ninevites.  The  Rogation  of  the 
Virgins  is  a  rare  celebration  seen  only  in  the  printed  sources,  namely  CO, 
CE,  CG  and  NL. 

Among  the  four  lessons  for  the  days  of  celebration,  the  first 
lesson  for  Sundays  is  selected  from  the  Pentateuch.  The  Sunil,  Sunlll  and 
SunlV  have  a  continuous  reading  from  Numbers  11-12.  The  first  two 
lessons  for  the  other  days  of  celebration  are  selected  texts  from  the  OT. 

The  second  lesson  for  Sundays  is  taken  from  Isaiah.  On  the 
first  four  Sundays  it  is  continuous  reading  from  Is  44-46.  For  Friday 


UMl  enters  into  the  Great  Lent  just  after  Commemoration  of  the 

Dead. 


UPPER  MONASTERY  LECTIONARY  SYSTEM 


39 


commemorations,  the  second  lesson  is  taken  from  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles. 

The  third  lesson  finds  continuity  on  the  Sunil,  Sunlll,  SunlV, 
SunV  and  SunVI,  when  the  lesson  is  taken  from  Hebrews  3-9.  The  major 
variations  in  the  lessons  are  in  manuscripts  of  the  Epistle  Lectionary.  UM9 
differs  for  the  feast  of  Epiphany  and  all  the  commemorations  except  for  the 
FriVI  and  FriVII.  UM12  has  a  different  Epistle  lesson  for  the  feast  of 
Epiphany.  UM8  differs  for  the  lessons  for  the  SunV  and  for  the  FriVIII  and 
SunVIII.  In  the  Rogation  of  the  Ninivites  UM2  and  UM3  do  not  agree 
with  the  other  sources. 

The  Gospel  lessons  for  the  Sunil,  Sunlll,  SunlV,  SunV  and 
SunVI  are  from  John 

1-4.  In  the  Gospel  lessons  for  the  Rogation  of  the  Ninevites,  NL  does  not 
agree  with  CG  and  ML  except  on  Wednesday.  NL  also  has  a  different 
Gospel  lesson  for  the  Frill  commemoration. 

3.  The  Period  of  the  Great  Fast  (Sauma  Rabba) 

a.  The  Lessons 
SunI 

A. (l)Ex  34:l-8,27-end  C0,NL,ML,UM1,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
(2)Is  58:1-13,14  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. Eph  4:17-5:5,15-21  CE,NL,ML.UM5,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Eph  4:17-5:22  UM4,UM7,UM8. 

Heb  4:17-5:22  UM9 

C. Mt  3:16-4:12  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Monl 

A. (l)Gen  1:1-20  CO,NL,ML,UMl,UM2,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Gen  1:1-18  UM3. 

(2)Josh  1:1-16  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Josh  1:1-11  UM3. 

B. Rom  1:1-26  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM8,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

C. Mt  5:17-38  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Tuel 

A. (l)Gen  1:20-2:8  CO,NL,ML,UMl,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
(2)Josh  1;16-2;12  CO,NL,ML,UM12,UM13^’. 

Josh  1:12-2:12  UM2,UM3. 

B. Rom  1:28-2:7  CE,ML,UM4. 

Rom  1:26-2:6  NL,UM5,UM7,UM8,UM9,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

C. Mt  5:38-end  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 


49 


UM14  is  defective. 
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WedI 

A. (l)Gen  2:18-25  CO,ML,UM  1,UM  12,UM  13,UM14. 

Gen  2:8-end  NL,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

(2)Josh  2:8-end  CO,NL,ML. 

Josh  2:12-24  UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. Ronfi:7-28CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM8,UM9,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
CMt  6:1-19  CG,NL,ML,UM11,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Thul 

A. (l)Gen  3:1-20  CO,NL,MUUMl,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
(2)Josh  3:1-14  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. Rom  2:28-3:27  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Rom  2:28-3:8  UM8. 

Rom  3:1-27  UM9. 

C. Mt  6:19-end  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Fill 

A. (l)Gen  3:20-4:17  CG,NL,ML,UM1,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
(2)Josh  3:14-4:10  CG,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. Rom  3:31-4:end  CG,ML,UM7. 

Rom  3:27-4:end  NL,UM4,UM5,UM9,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Rom  3:9-27  UM8. 

C. Mt  7:1-15  CG,NL,ML,UM11,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Sunil 

A. (l)Gen  5:19-32  CG,NL,ML,UM1,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
(2)Josh  4:15-end  CG,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. Rom  6:l-end  CG,NL,ML,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Rom  5:l-6:end  UM5. 

Rom  5:l-end  UM4,UM7,UM9. 

Rom  3:27-4:12  UM8. 

C. Mt  7:15-28  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Frill 

A. (l)Gen  5:32-6:end  CG,NL,ML,UMCUM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
(2)Josh  5:1-13  CG,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. Rom  7:1-14  CG,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM9,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
Rom  4:13-25  UM8. 

C. Mk  11:27-12:13  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Sunlll 

A. (l)Gen  7: 1-end  CG,NL,ML,UM1,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
(2)Josh  5:13-6:6  CG,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. Rom  7:14-25  CG,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM9,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
Rom  5:1-11  &  Heb  13:21  UM8. 

C. Mt  20:17-29  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM  12,UM13,UM14. 
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Frilll 

A. (l)Oen  9:8-end  CG,NL,ML,UM1,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
(2)Josh  6:6-end  CG,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. Rom  7:25-8:12  CG,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM9,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
Rom  7:1-14  UM8 

C. Mk  12:13-44  CG.NL^^.ML.UMl  1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

SunTV 

A. (l)Gen  ll:l-end  C0,NL,ML,UM1,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
(2)Josh  6:27-7:16  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. Rom  8:12-28  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM9,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
Rom  7:14-19  UM8. 

C. Mt  21:23-end  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

MonlV 

A. (l)Gen  12:1-10  C0,NL,ML,UM1,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
(2)Josh  7: 16-end  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. Rom  9:1-14^^  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM9,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

C. Jn  5:1-19  CG,NL,ML,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

TuelV 

A. (l)Gen  12:10-13:8  C0,NUML,UM1,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
(2)Josh  8:1-18  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. Rom  9:14-30^^  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM9,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

C. Jn  5: 19-end  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

WedIV 

A. (l)Gen  13:8-end  CO,NL,ML,UMl,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
(2)Josh  8:18-30  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. Rom  9:30-10:18  CE,NL, ML, UM4,UM5,UM7,UM9,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
Rom  10:1-18  UM8. 

C. Jn  6:51-70  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM  i2,UM13,UM14. 

ThuIV 

A. (l)Gen  14:1-18  CO,NL,ML,UMl,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
(2)Josh  8:30-end  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM  13,UM14. 

B. Rom  10:17-1 1:13  CE,NL, ML, UM4,UM5,UM7,UM8,UM9,UM12,UM13, 
UM14. 

C. Jn  7:1-14  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 


Here  NL  gives  Mk  12:13-35. 

UM8  has  a  lacuna  after  f.28. 
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UM8  has  a  lacuna  here. 
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FrilV 

A. (l)Gen  14:18-15:16  CO,NL,ML,UMl,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
(2)Josh  9:1-15  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. Rom  ll:25-end  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM8,UM9,UM12,UM13, 
UM14. 

CJn  7:14-37  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

SunV 

A. (l)Gen  16:1-16  CO, ML. 

Gen  16:l-17:end  NL,UM1,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

(2)Josh  9: 15-end  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3„UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. Rom  12:l-end”  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM8,UM9,UM12,UM13, 
UM14. 

CJn  7:37-52;8:12-21  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

FriV 

A. (l)Gen  18:1-20  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

(2)Josh  14:6-end  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. Rom  13:l-end  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Rom  13:1-11  UM8,UM9. 

CJn  8:3 1-end  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

SunVI 

A. (l)Gen  19:1-7,9-26  CO,ML,UMl,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Gen  19:1-27  NL. 

(2)Josh  21:43-22:10  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. Rom  14:10-end  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Rom  13:ll-14:end  UM8,UM9. 

Rom  14:1 1-end  UM7. 

CJn  9:39-10:22  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

FriVI  (Friday  of  Lazarus) 

A. (l)Gen  19:27-31  CO,NL,ML,UMl,UM2,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Gen  19:27-38  UM3. 

(2)Josh  22:10-21  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. Rom  15:1-14  CE,NCML,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM8,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
Rom  11:13-25  UM95^. 

CJn  11:1-45  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

SunVII:  the  Sunday  of  Hosannas 

A.(l)Gen  49:1-13,22-27  C0,NL,ML,UM1,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13. 
(2)Zech  4:8-14;7:9-ll;8:4-6,12-20;9:9-13  CO, ML. 


Cl 

This  is  the  same  reading  as  Tuesday  of  Rogation  of  the  Ninevites. 
^  UM9  gives  the  same  text  as  for  Palm  Sunday. 
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Zech  3:7-4:7,ll-end;  7:9-11,8:4-6,12-20;  9:9-13  NL,UM2,UM3, 
UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. Rom  11:13-25  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM8,UM9,UM12,UM13, 
UM14. 

C. Mt  20:29-21:23  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

MonVII 

A. (l)Gen  37:1-23  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

(2)Josh  22:21-30  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. Heb  l:l-end  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Heb  l:l-2:end  UM4,UM7. 

Heb  2:5-19  UM9^\ 

CJn  11:47-12:12  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

TueVII 

A. (2)Gen  37:23-end  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

(2)Josh  22:30-23:2  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. Heb  4:14-6:9  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM7,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Heb  4:14-5:11  UM5. 

Heb  6:1-9  UM8. 

Heb  2:5-19  UM9. 

C. Jn  12:12-44  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

WedVlI 

A. (l)Gen  40:1-23  CO,ML,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Gen  39:7-40:end  NL,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

(2)Josh  23:1-16  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. Heb  9:1 1-end  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM8,UM9,UM12,UM13, 
UM14. 

C. Jn  13:1-18  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Paschal  Thursday 

A. (l)Ex  12:1-21  CE,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM145^ 

(2)Zech  9:9-13, ll:12-14;12:9-end,13:7-end  CG,ML. 

Zech  9:9-13,1  1:4-6, 12-14, 12: 9-end, 13:7-end 
NL,UM2,UM3,UM  12,UM  13,UM  14. 

B. lCor  5:7-9;10:15-18;ll:23-end  CG,NL,ML^,UM4,UM5,UM8,UM9, 
UM12,UM13,UM14. 

ICor  5:7-9;10:15-18;ll:23-29;Gal  2:21-3:1  l;lCor  ll:29-end  UM7. 


TJM9  gives  the  same  text  for  the  next  day. 

UMl  is  defective. 

^  ML  gives  ICor  8:15-18  instead  of  ICor  10:15-18. 
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C.Mt  26:1-6,14-31  CG, NL, ML, UMl  1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Passion  Friday 
Lelya 

A.Mt  26:31-45,Lk  22:43-45,  Mt  26:45-51,  Lk  22:48-50,  Jn  18:10, 

Mt  26:52,  Jn  18: 1 1,  Mt  26:52-end  CG,NL,ML,UM  1 1,UM  12,UM  13,UM  14. 

I^amsa 

A. (l)Is  52;13-53;end  CG,NL,ML,UM1,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
(2)Dan  9;20-end  CG,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. Gal  2:17-3:15  CG,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM9,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Gal  2:17-21;3:11-15  UM7. 

Gal  2:17-3:15;6:11-19  UM8. 

C. Lk  22:63-23:13,  Mt  27:19,  Lk  23:13-24,  Mt  27:24-26,  Lk  23:24-  45,  Mt 
27:51-55,  Jn  19:23-end  CG,Nl5*,ML,UM  1 1„UM  12,UM  13,UM  14. 

Holy  SaturdayiOreat  Sabbath-Saturday  of  Light 
Baptism 

A. Jn  2:23-3:9  NL,UM1L 

B. lCorlO:l-14  NL,UM4,UM7,UM9. 

Gal  3:27-4:7  UM9. 

Ramsa 

A. (l)Gen  22:1-20  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

(2)Jon  2: 1-end  CO,NL,ML,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Jon  l:l-2:end  UM2. 

B. lCor  1: 18-end  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM8,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
ICor  l:18-end;Gal  6:12-19  UM9. 

C. Mt  27:62-end  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Qurbana 

A. Mt  28:l-end  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. lCor  15:20-29  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM9,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

b.  Observations 

The  Period  of  Great  Lent  consists  of  seven  weeks  including 
Holy  Week.  The  days  of  celebration  are  Sundays,  Fridays,  every  day  of  the 
first  week,  the  middle  week  and  Holy  Week.  No  special  commemorations 
are  seen  in  Great  Lent.  The  FriVI  is  called  the  Friday  of  Lazarus.  As 
mentioned  earlier,  in  East  Syrian  usage  there  are  no  lessons  for  the  Divine 
Office.  An  exception  can  be  noticed  in  Holy  Week,  where  there  are 
lessons  for  'Ramsa'  on  Passion  Friday  and  Holy  Saturday.  Special  lessons 
are  given  on  Saturday  for  the  rite  of  baptism. 

The  first  lesson  for  days  of  celebration  is  selected  from  the 
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NL  also  gives  Mt  27:3-1  l,60;Lk  23:53-end. 
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Genesis  except  for  the  SunI  and  for  Thursday  and  Friday  of  Holy  Week. 
From  MonI  to  the  FriVI  there  is  a  continuous  reading  of  Genesis  1-19. 

The  second  lesson  is  taken  from  Joshua  except  on  the  SunI, 
the  Sunday  of  Hosannas,  and  on  Thursday,  Friday  and  Saturday  of  the 
Holy  Week.  From  MonI  to  SunV  there  is  a  continuous  reading  from 
Joshua  1-9  and  from  the  SunVI  to  Wednesday  of  Holy  Week,  except  the 
Sunday  of  Hosannas,  from  Joshua  21-23. 

The  second  lesson  for  the  Sunday  of  Hosannas  and  for 
Thursday  of  Holy  Week  is  composite.  From  the  MonI  to  the  Sunday  of 
Hosannas  the  Epistle  lessons  are  continuous  from  Romans  1-15.  The 
manuscripts  do  not  all  follow  this  continuity.  UM8  differs  on  the  Sunil, 
Sunlll  and  SunlV,  the  Sunlll  and  FriVI,  and  on  the  TueVII.  UM9  differs 
on  the  TueVII,  but  does  not  agree  with  UM8. 

The  fourth,  the  Gospel  lesson,  has  continuity  from  the  SunI 
to  the  Sunil  and  is  continuous  from  Matthew  3-7.  From  MonlV  to 
Wednesday  of  Holy  Week  except  for  the  Sunday  of  Hosannas,  the  lessons 
are  from  John  5-13.  Composite  Gospel  lessons  are  used  on  Passion  Friday. 

4.  The  Period  of  Resurrection  (Qiamata) 

a.  The  Lessons 

SunI 

Vigil 

A.Lk  24:1-13  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12. 

Eucharistic  Liturgy 

A. (l)Is  60:1-8  C0,NL,ML,UM1,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

(2)lSam  2:1-11  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. Rom  5:20-6:end  CE,ML,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM8,UM9,UM12,UM13, 
UM14. 

Heb  13:20-22  NL,UM4,UM9,UM135’. 

C. Jn  20:1-19  CO,NL,ML,UMl  1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Monday  of  the  Week  of  Weeks 

A. (l)Is  60:9-end  CO,NL,ML,UMl,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
(2)Acts  2:14-37  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. Eph  6: 10-end  CE,NL,ML,UM3,UM4,UM5^1UM7,UM8,UM9,UM12, 
UM13,UM14. 


UM4,UM9,UM13  give  a  different  reading. 

UM5  gives  the  title  Corinthians,  but  the  text  is  this  one  from 
Ephesians. 
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CJn  14:18-15:16  CG,NL,MUUM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Tuesday  of  the  Week  of  Weeks 

A. (l)Is  61:1-10  C0,NL,ML,UM1,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
(2)Acts  2:37-end  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. lCor  15:1-20  CE,NL,ML,UM3,UM7,UM4,UM13,UM14. 

ICor  15:1-20,29-33  UM9. 

ICor  15:1-12,16:13,14,19-25  UM8. 

Eph  4:1-17  UM5. 

C. Lk  24:13-36  CG,NL,ML 
Wednesday  of  the  Week  of  Weeks 

A. (l)Is  61:10-62:6  C0,NL,ML,UM1,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
(2)Acts  4:23-32  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3. 

B. Eph  4:1-17  CE,NL,ML,UM3,UM7,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Phil  2:1-13  UM9. 

Heb  3:1-14  UM8. 

ICor  15:1-20  UM5. 


CJn  15:1-26  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Thursday  of  the  Week  of  Weeks 

A. (l)Is  54:1-16  C0,NL,ML,UM1,UM2,UM3,UM  12,UM  13,UM14. 

(2)Acts  6:1-8  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. Col2:8-3:5CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM3,UM7,UM9,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
ICor  3:1-18,16:13,14,19-25  UM8. 


C.Mt  10:1-16  CG,NL,ML,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
Mt  9:35-10:16  UMll. 


Friday  of  the  Confessors' 


61 


A.(l)Dan  3:25-45  CO,NL®  ML,UM1,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 


(2)Acts  6:8-7:10  Co’,NL^^,ML,UMi’2,Um’i3,UM14 


Acts  6:8-7:l,  51-61,  8:1,2  UM2,UM3. 

B.Heb  11:3-11,32-12:3  CE,NL,ML,UM3,UM7,UM9,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
Heb  11:3-7,  Phil  2:5-11  UM8. 


C.Mt  10:16-34  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

SunI  (New  Sunday) 

A.(l)Is  55:4-end  CO,NL,ML,UMl,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 


Following  the  Friday  of  Confessors,  UM7  gives  the  Commemoration 
of  Cyriacus,  with  lessons  Phil  1:12-25  or  Eph  3:1 -end. 

NL  gives  Dan  3:2-35. 


63 


NL  gives  Acts  6:8-7:3. 
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(2)Acts  4:32-5:12  CO,NL^,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. Col  1:1-21  CE,NL,ML,UM3,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
Heb  10:19-37  UM8. 

Heb  10:19-11:3  UM9. 

C. Jn  20:19-end  CO,NL,ML,UMll,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Frill  (Commemoration  of  Abimelech  and  Gregory)UM2,UM  1 1 . 
Sunlll 

A. (l)Is  56:1-8  C0,NL,ML,UM1,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
(2)Acts  5:34-end  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. Eph  1:1-15  CE,NL,ML,UM3,UM7,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Eph  1:15-2:6,  Heb  13:21  UM8. 

C. Jn  14:1-15  CG,NL,ML,UM1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
MonIII(Commemoration  of  Ador  and  Hormizd)^ 

A. (l)Dan  6:6-24  CO,NL,ML,UMl. 

(2)Acts  12:1-23  CO,NL^,ML. 

B. 2Cor  12:1-14  CE,NL  ML. 

2Cor  10:4-end  UM3^UM4,UM5,UM7. 

C. Mt  10:37-end;  16:24-27;  19:27-end  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1. 

The  Commemoration  of  Mar  Giwargis*  (April  23)^ 

A.(l)Dan  6:6-end  CO,NL  ML,UM2,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

(2)Acts  12:1-23  CO,NL^ML,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Acts  2 1:27 -end  UM2. 


^  NL  gives  Acts  4:32-5:6. 

According  to  NL,  the  Frilll  is  celebrated  as  the  feast  of  the  sons 
of  Mart  Shmuni 

(cf.  2Mac  7).  No  special  readings  are  given. 

ML  does  not  give  this  feast.  NL  gives  only  the  Commemoration  of 
Mar  Hormiz  and  has  two  lessons.  A.  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  feast  of  the 
patron  saint  in  the  season  of  Epiphany.  B.  is  Phil  1: 1-end. 

”  This  is  the  same  reading  as  that  for  one  Saint. 

Ca,Cb,Cc  and  NL  place  this  feast  in  the  season  of  Resurrection.  ML 
does  not  give  it  here. 

UM3,UM11  give  it  on  July  24. 

NL  has  here  Acts  12:1-25. 
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B. 2Cor  12:1-14  CE,Ml’'. 

2Cor  10:1-8,11:21-34  UM8. 

Phil  1:12-27  NL. 

Eph  3:1 -end  UM3  . 

PhU  1:12-26  UM3”. 

C. Mt  10:37-end;  16:24-27;  19:27-end 

CG,Nl’^ML,UM  1 1,UM  12,UM  1 3,UM  14. 

Frilll  (Commemoration  of  John  and  Abraham,  metropolitans  of 
Arbel)UMll. 

SunlV 

A. (l)Is  49:13-24  CO,NL,ML,UMl,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
(2)Acts  8:14-26  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UMl4. 

B. Eph  1:15-2:8^5  CE,NL,ML,UM3,UM7,UM9,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Eph  2:4-23  UM8. 

CJn  16: 16-end  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

FrilV  (Commemoration  of  Sergius  and  Baccus)UMll. 

SunV  (  Mar  Addai) 

A. (l)Is  49:7-14  C0,NL,ML,UM1,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

(2)Acts  9:1-20  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. Heb  10:19-37  CE,NL,ML,UM3,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
Eph  2:4-23  UM9 

Phil  2:1-5,  Col  1:10-20  UM8 
CJn  21:1-15  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

FriV  (Commemoration  of  the  female  martyr  Shirin)UMll. 

SunVI 

A. ( l)Is  5 1:9- 12;52:7- 13  CO,NL,ML,UM  1,UM2,UM3,UM  12,UM  13,UM  14. 
(2)Acts  10:1-17  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. Eph  2:4-end  CE,NL,ML,UM3,UM4,UM7,UM12,UM13,UM14^^. 


71 

UM9  gives  the  Commemoration  of  Giwargis  with  a  proper  lesson. 

77 

^  This  is  the  same  reading  as  the  Sunlll  of  the  Annunciation. 

71 

This  lesson,  given  as  a  supplementary  reading,  is  the  same  as  that  of 
the  Sunlll  of  Elias. 

NL  does  not  give  the  verses  Mt  16:24-27. 

7< 

It  is  the  same  reading  as  that  of  SunVlII  of  Epiphany. 

% 

UM5  gives  a  text  from  Hebrews  but  it  is  illegible. 
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Col  1:3-8,8-11,  Heb  11:6,  32-12:3  UM8 
Col  1:1-21  UM9. 

CJn  17:l-end  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Feast  of  Ascension 

A. (l)2Kgs  2:1-16  C0,NL,ML,UM1,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
(2)Acts  1:1-15  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. lTim  l:18-2:end  CE,NL,ML,UM3,UM4,UM5,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

ITim  l:18-2:end,  3:14-17  UM7. 

Eph  4:1-13,  ITim  3:16,  Heb  12:2  UM8,UM9. 

Heb  12:2-end  UM4. 

C. Lk  24:36-end  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM  13,UM14. 

FriVl  (Commemoration  of  Paul  and  John)  UMll. 

SunVII 

A. (l)Is  6:l-end  CO,NL,ML,UMl,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

(2)Acts  l:15-end  C0,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. Phil  1:27-2:12  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM7,UM9,UM12,UM13. 

Heb  4:14-5:11  UM9. 

Heb  8:1-9:13  UM8. 

C. Mk  16:9-20  CG,Nl”,ML,UM1  1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

FriVII  (Commemoration  of  Mar  Aha  and  others)UMll. 

b.  Observations 

There  are  seven  weeks  in  the  Period  of  Resurrection.  The 
feast  of  the  Resurrection  is  the  high  point  of  this  period.  Besides  Easter, 
the  feast  of  Ascension  is  also  celebrated  in  this  period.  The  days  of 
celebration  are  Sundays,  the  Week  of  Weeks  (or  Easter  week,  the  first  week 
of  the  season,  following  Easter)  and  days  of  commemorations.  UMll,  a 
Gospel  Lectionary,  gives  each  Friday  as  a  day  of  commemoration.  Other 
manuscripts  give  only  Fril  and  the  Friday  of  Confessors.  Another 
commemoration  of  importance  is  that  of  Giwargis,  celebrated  on  April  23, 
in  the  fixed  cycle  of  Church  year.  Besides  the  feasts  of  Resurrection  and 
Ascension  a  specialty  of  this  period  is  the  commemoration  of  Mar  Addai 
on  SunV. 

Among  the  four  lessons  the  first  lesson  of  this  period  is  from 
the  Prophets.  Excluding  the  days  of  commemorations,  the  first  lesson  of 
other  days  is  from  the  Book  of  Isaiah.  It  has  a  continuous  nature  from  the 
SunI  to  WedI  Is  60-62,  from  Sunil  to  Sunlll  Is  55-56,  from  SunlV  to 
SunVI  Is  49-51. 

The  second  lesson  of  this  period  is  from  Acts,  except  for  the 


11 


NL  gives  here  Mk  16:2-end. 


50 


UPPER  MONASTERY  LECTIONARY  SYSTEM 


feast  of  Resurrection.  For  the  Sundays  and  the  Week  of  Weeks  the  lessons 
are  selected  from  Acts  1-10. 

The  third  lesson  is  a  selected  passage  from  the  Epistles  of 
Paul.  UM8  disagrees  with  the  third  lesson  of  the  Sundays  except  for  Easter 
Sunday  and  Sunil.  In  the  Week  of  Weeks  it  agrees  only  on  Monday  and 
Tuesday.  UM9  also  gives  different  lessons  for  Wednesday  of  the  Week  of 
the  Weeks,  New  Sunday,  SunV,  SunVI,  Ascension  Day  and  SunVII.  It 
agrees  with  UM8  for  the  lesson  of  New  Sunday  and  the  feast  of  Ascension. 
NL  has  a  different  lesson  for  Easter  Sunday,  the  same  as  given  by 
UM9,UM4  for  the  second  reading.  The  fourth  lesson  comprises  selected 
texts  from  the  four  Gospels. 

5.  The  Period  of  the  Apostles  (Slihe)^® 

a.  The  lessons 
SunI  (Pentecost) 

A. (  l)Exl9: 1- 10;20: 18-22CO,NL,ML,UM  1,UM2,UM3,UM  12,UM  13,UM  14. 
(2)Acts  2:1-22  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. lCor  12:1-28  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

ICor  12:1-28,  16:20,23,24  UM9. 

ICor  12:1-14,  2Cor  3:17,18,  13:11-14  UM8. 

C. Jn  14:15-17,25-27;15:26-16:16  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
Rite  of  Adoration 

Jn  4:4-31  CG,NL,ML. 

Friday  of  Gold 

A(l)Is  35:3-end  C0,NL,ML,UM1,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
(2)Acts  3:l-end  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B.  lCorl2:28-  13:endCE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM8,UM9,UM  12,UM  13, 
UM14. 

C. Lk  7:1-24  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Sunil 

A(l)Joel  2:15-27  CO,NL,ML,UMl,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Joel  2:15-3:5  UM2. 

(2)Acts  4:5-23  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. lCor  5:6-6:12  CE,NL,ML,UM5,UM4,UM7,UM9,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
IThess  l:3-13,Heb  13:21  UM8. 

C. Lk  7:31-end  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 


70 

°  UMl  gives  this  period  as  the  Fast  of  the  Apostles.  According  to  this 
manuscript  the  Fast  extends  for  seven  weeks. 
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2.Thursday  (Veneration  of  the  Body  of  Our  Lord)^ 

A. (l)Gen  14:1-20  CO, ML. 

(2)Mal  1:6-11  CO, ML. 

B. lCor  10:15-17,11:23-30  CE,ML. 

C. Jn  6:51-64  CG,ML. 

Frill  (Commemoration  of  Clement,  Irenaeus  etc.)UMll. 

Sunlll 

A. (l)Deut  1:3-18  CO  NL,ML,UM1,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

(2)Is  1:1-10  CO,NL^,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. lCor  7:1-8  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

ICor  3:4-19  UM8. 

Heb  10:1-19  UM9. 

C. Lk  10:23-end  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Frilll  (Commemoration  of  Athanasius)  UMl  1. 

SunlV 

A. (l)Deut  1:16-34  C0,NL,ML,UM1,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
(2)Is  1:10-21  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. lCor  9:13-end  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM9,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
Gal  1:6-11,13-15,20-2:9,  Eph  3:20,21  UM8. 

C. Lk  6:12-47  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

FrilV  (Commemoration  of  Febronia,  martyr)  UMll 
SunV 

A. (i)Deut  1:33-2:2  C0,NL,ML,UM1,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
(2)Is  l:21-end  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. lCor  14:1-20  CE,NL,ML,UM3,UM5,UM7,UM9,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
ITim  1:3-18  UM8. 

C. Lk  12:16-35  CO,NL,ML,UM10®',UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

FriV  (Commemoration  of  Damasus,  bishop  of  Rome)  UM 1 1 
Sun  VI 

A.(l)Deut  4:1-10  C0,NL,ML,UM1,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 


This  feast  is  found  only  in  CL  &  ML.  ML  calls  it  the  Feast  of  the 
Body  and  Blood  of  Our  Lord. 

^  ML  and  CO,  CE,  CG  give  the  Frilll  as  the  feast  of  the  Sacred  Heart 
of  Our  Lord.  The  lessons  are  A.  Mt  ll:Z5-3i)Jn  19:30-37  B.Rom  10:17- 
11:12  C.(l)Gen  14:1-17  (2)Josh  8:30-35. 

UMIO  has  a  fragment  of  Lk  12:16-26a.  See  fol.2. 
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(2)Is  2:1-19  CO,NL^,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. lCor  10:14-33  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

ICor  14:20-26  UM9. 

ICor  8:1-9:13  UM8. 

C. Lk  12:57-13:1  CG,NL^\mL,UM1  1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

FriVI  (Commemoration  of  Gregoiy)  UMll. 

SunVlI 

A. (l)Deut  4:10-25  CO,NL,ML,UMl,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

(2)Is  5:8-26  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM  14. 

B. lCor  15:58-16:end  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM9,UM12,UM13, 
UM14. 

IThess  4:1-13,  5:12-29  UM8. 

C. Lk  13:22-end  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

FriVII  (72  disciples) 

A. (l)Is  41:8-21  CO,NL,ML,UMl,UM3,UM12,UM  13,UM14. 

Num  ll:16-end  UM2. 

(2)  Acts  13:13-24  CO,NL^ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. Rom  8:28-9:6  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Rom  8:29-40  UM9. 

ICor  4:9-17, 2Cor  1:8-15  UM8. 

C. Mt  10:37-11:16  CG,NL,ML,UM10^,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

b.  Observations 

According  to  UMl,  UM3  the  Period  of  Apostles  is  known  as 
the  period  of  the  Fast  of  the  Apostles.  It  contains  seven  weeks.  The  first 
Sunday  of  the  period  of  Summer  when  the  feast  of  the  twelve  Apostles  is 
celebrated  is  known  as  the  last  Sunday  of  the  Apostles.  UMl  calls  the 
Period  of  Summer  the  period  after  the  Fast  of  the  Apostles.  We  find  here 
an  internal  unity  between  the  two  periods.  The  days  of  celebration  are 
Sundays,  Friday  of  Gold  and  Friday  of  the  Commemoration  of  the  72 
Disciples.  The  feast  of  the  Pentecost  is  the  starting  point  of  this  period. 
UMll  gives  each  Friday  as  a  day  of  commemoration.  An  additional 
celebration  is  seen  in  CO,  CE,  CG  and  ML,  namely  the  feast  of  the 


®  NL  gives  Is  2:1-22. 

^  NL  gives  Lk  12:57-13:18. 

^  NL  gives  also  Acts  14:20-24. 

UMIO  has  a  fragment  of  Mt  ll:22a-23a.  See  fol.370' 
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Veneration  of  the  Body  and  Blood  of  Christ. 

Among  the  lessons,  the  first  is  from  the  Pentateuch  except  on 
the  Sunil  for  which  the  selection  is  from  Joel.  For  the  commemorations, 
selected  readings  are  taken  from  the  OT.  The  Sunlll,  SunlV  and  SunV  (Dt 
1-2)  and  SunVI  and  SunVII  (Dt  4)  have  lessons  in  continuity  from  the 
Book  of  Deuteronomy. 

The  second  lesson  for  the  commemorations,  feasts  and  Sunil 
is  selected  from  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles.  From  the  Sunil  I  to  SunVII  the 
second  lesson  is  from  Isaiah.  For  the  Sunlll,  SunlV,  SunV  and  SunVI  the 
lesson  is  continuous  from  Is  1-2. 

The  third  lesson  is  from  first  Corinthians.  UM8  follows  a 
different  order  of  lessons  from  the  other  sources  except  on  the  Friday  of 
Gold.  UM9  also  has  different  lessons  four  times,  but  does  not  correspond 
with  UM8. 

The  Gospel  lessons  for  Sundays  are  from  Luke  except  for 
feasts  and  commemorations. 

6.  The  Period  of  Summer  (Qaita) 

a.  The  Lessons 

SunI  (Last  Sunday  of  the  Apostles),  (Nausardel  =  the  Feast  of  God),  (Feast 
of  Twelve  Apostles) 

A. (l)lKgs  18:30-40  C0,NL,ML,UM1,UM2,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Deut  4:25-32  UM3. 

(2)Acts  5:12-33  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Is  2:22-4:16  NL^,UM3. 

B. lCor  4:9-17*^, 2Cor  1:8-15  CE,ML,UM4,UM7,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

ICor  4:9-17  NL. 

2Cor  1:3-14  UM9. 

ICor  15:1-12,16:13,14,19-25  UM8, 

C. Lk  14:1-15  CG,NL,ML,UM10®,UM11,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

July  3:  Mar  Thoma 

A.(l)Is  55:4-end  CO,NL,ML. 

(2)Acts  4:32-5:12  CO,ML. 

Jer  1:4-9, 17-19, 15:19-end  NL. 


“  This  is  given  as  another  reading  for  the  same  Sunday. 
^  ML  falsely  gives  this  as  ICor  1:9-16. 

^  UMIO  contains  fragments  of  Lk  14:l-5a.  See  fol.370* 
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B.lCor  15:1-20  CE,ML. 

Eph  3:1 -end  NL. 

2Cor  10:4-end  UM4,UM7. 

CJn  20: 19-end  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12. 

Friday  (Commemoration  of  Mar  Jacob  of  Nisibis)® 

A. (l)Is  41:8-17  CO,NL,ML. 

(2)Acts  19:8-21  CO,NL,ML. 

B. 2Cor  10:4-19  CE,NL,ML. 

C. Lk  12:1-13  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1. 

Sunil 

A. (l)Deut  4:32-41  C0,ML,UM2,UM3,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Deut  4:1-41  NL. 

(2)Is  3:16-4:end  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3. 

B. 2Cor  3:4-end  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM7,UM9,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
Rom  15:1-14  UM8. 

C. Lk  15:4-end  CG,NL,ML,UM1  LUM12,UM13,UM14. 

Frill^  (Commemoration  of  St.Mari,disciple  of  Mar  Addai)^^ 

A. (l)Is  55:4-13  CO,NL,ML 
(2)Acts  4:32-5:11  CO,NL,ML 

B. lCor  15:1-19  CE,NL,ML 

C. Jn  20:19-31  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1. 

Sunlll^ 

A. (l)Deut  5:1-17  C0,NL,ML,UM1,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
(2)Is  5:1-8  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. 2Cor  7:1-12  CE,NL,ML,UM4”  UM7,UM9,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
ICor  4:9-13,  2Cor  1:8-14,  Phile  l:23-end  UM8 


®  NL  has  no  special  readings. 

% 

UMll  gives  this  Friday  as  the  commemoration  of  Achudemeh  and 
the  other  bishops  of  Nineveh.  It  also  gives  the  commemoration  of  Mar 
Mari. 

NL  does  not  give  any  special  reading. 

(M 

NL  and  UM4  on  July  15  have  in  this  week  the  Commemoration  of 
Mar  Kuriakose.  The  lessons  proposed  are  those  of  the  Commemoration 
of  John  the  Baptist. 

na 

UM4  gives  the  Commemoration  of  Kuriakose,  martyr,  on  July  15: 
Eph  2:19-3:end. 
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CJn  9:1-39  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Frilll  (Commemoration  of  Shem-baith  and  other  bishops  of  Nineveh) 
UMll. 

SunlV^ 

A. (l)Deut  5:16-6:4  C0,NL,ML,UM1,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
(2)Is  9:8-end  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. 2Cor  10: 1-end  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM7,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

ICor  4:17-21;  5:1-5;  6:12-20  UM8,UM9. 

C. Mk  7:1-24  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

FrilV  (Commemoration  of  Ma'na,  Marwan  and  others,  bishops  of  Perath, 
al  Basrah)  UMl  1. 

SunV 

A. (l)Lev  23:33-43  C0,ML,UM1,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Lev  23:9-23  NL,UM2. 

(2)Is  28:14-23  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. 2Cor  12:14-end  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

2Cor  12:14-13:15  UM7,UM9. 

ICor  10:14-32  UM8. 

C. Lk  16:19-17:11  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14 
FriV  (Commemoration  of  St.  Simonia  and  her  seven  sons)^ 

A. (l)Dan  3:25-46  CO,NL,ML. 

(2)Acts  6:8-7:3,51-8:3  CO,NL,ML. 

B. Heb  11:3-11,32-12:3  CE,NL,ML. 

C. Mt  8:16-33  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1. 

SunVI 

A(l)Lev  19:l-5;9-15  CO,NL,ML,UMl,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
(2)Is  29:13-end  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. lThe  2:1-13  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM7,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

2Cor  9:1-16  UM8. 

ICor  8:1-9:13  UM9. 

C. Lk  17:5-20  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM  12,UM13,UM14. 

FriVI  (Commemoration  of  St.  Simon  Bar  Sabbae  and  other  martyrs)^ 
A.(l)Dan  3:25-45  or  Is  41:8-16  CO,ML. 


^  NL  gives  August  6  as  the  Feast  of  the  Transfiguration  of  Our  Lord 
NL  does  not  give  any  special  reading. 

% 

UMll  gives  here  the  feast  of  the  congregation,  the  vigil  of  the 
angels.  The  following  Saturday  is  given  as  the  commemoration  of  the 
Prophets  and  Simon  Bar  Sabbae. 
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Zee  3:1-9,2:1-10;  Mal2:5-8  NL. 

(2)Acts  6:8-7:10  or  19:8-20  CO, ML. 

Sir  20:fT  NL. 

B. Eph  4:1-17  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM7. 

IThes  2:14-3:14  UM9. 

C. Jn  15:1-26  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1. 

SunVlI 

A. (l)Lev  19:15-19,20:9-15 

CO,NL,ML,UM  1,UM2,UM3,UM  12,UM  13,UM  14. 

(2)Is  33:1-15  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. lThess  2:14-3:14  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM7,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

IThess  2:19-3:14  UM8,UM9. 

C. Lk  18:2-15  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

7.  Friday  (Commemoration  of  St.  Qardag,  martyr)^ 

A. (l)Dan  6:6-24  CO,NL,ML. 

(2)Acts  12:1-13  CO,NL,ML. 

B. 2Cor  12:1-14  CE,NL,ML. 

C. Mt  10:37-42;16:24-27;19:27-30  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1. 

b.  Observations 

The  Period  of  Summer  consists  of  seven  weeks.  The 
important  feasts  of  this  period  are  Nausardel,  and  the  feast  of  the  Twelve 
Apostles  which  forms  a  unity  with  the  former  period.  The  sources  agree 
in  general  for  the  Sunday  celebrations  but  they  do  not  give  the  Friday 
commemorations  of  this  period.  All  commemorations  except  that  of  Mar 
Thoma  and  Simon  Bar  Sabbae  are  found  only  in  the  printed  sources  or  in 
UMll. 

For  ordinary  Sundays  the  first  lesson  is  taken  from  the 
Pentateuch.  Feasts  and  commemorations  have  selected  lessons  from  the 
OT.  The  first  lesson  has  a  continuous  nature  for  Sunil,  Sunlll  and  SunlV, 
from  Deuteronomy  4-5.  UM3  gives  a  different  lesson  for  the  SunI,  but 
gives  continuous  lessons  for  the  following  three  Sundays.  The  other  three 
Sundays  have  lessons  from  Leviticus. 

The  second  lesson  for  Sundays  is  a  discontinuous  selection 
from  Isaiah.  For  feasts  and  commemorations  the  lesson  is  taken  from  the 
Acts. 

The  Epistle  lessons  are  mainly  from  the  Epistles  of  Paul  to 
the  Corinthians.  UM8  departs  from  the  norm  for  all  the  Sundays;  UM9  for 
SunI,  SunlV,  SunV,  SunVI  and  SunVII  and  the  Commemoration  of  Simon 
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ML  &  NL  do  not  give  this  feast  in  the  lectionary. 
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bar  Sabbae.  For  the  SunlV  and  SunVII  UM9  agrees  with  UM8.  UM7  also 
has  the  UM9  variant  for  SunV.  NL  has  a  different  reading  for  the  Siml 
and  the  commemoration  of  Mar  Thoma  regarding  the  second  and  third 
lessons.  UM4  and  UM7  have  different  lessons  for  the  Commemoration  of 
Mar  Thoma. 

The  Gospel  lessons  are  continuous  on  SunI  and  Sunil  from 
Lk  14-15  and  SunV,  SunVI  and  SunVII  from  Lk  16-18. 

7.  The  Period  of  Elijah*  Cross  and  Moses  (Elia,  Slibha,  Mose) 

2L  The  Lessons 
SunI 

A. (l)Deut  6:20-7:6  CO,NL,ML,UMl,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
(2)Is  3T.l-end  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. 2Thes  l:l-end  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM7,UM8,UM9,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
2Thes  2:1-14  UM9^. 

C. Lk  18:35-19:11  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Fril  (Commemoration  of  Papa,  Simeon,  Shahdost  and  Bar-bashemin,  the 
Catholicos)  UM 1 1 . 

Sunil 

A. (l)Deut  7:7-12  CO,NL,ML,UMl,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

(2)Is  30:15-27  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. 2Thes  2:15-end  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

2Thes  2:15-3:end  UM7,UM8,UM9. 

C. Mt  13:1-24  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Frill  (Commemoration  of  Bulida  and  Theodore,  bishops  of  Perath, 
Basrah)UMl  1. 

Sunlll 

A. (l)Deut  7:12-end  C0,NL,ML,UM1,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
(2)Is  32:1-33:7  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. PhU  1:12-26  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM8,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
2Cor  9:1-16  UM9. 

C. Mt  13:24-44  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 


*  UMl  calls  the  period  of  Elias  the  fast  of  Elias  consisting  of  three 
weeks  before  the  Feast  (invention)  of  the  Cross. 

QO 

It  is  given  as  another  lesson  of  the  same  Sunday. 
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Feast  of  the  Cross'®** 

A. (l)ls  52:13-53;end  CO,NL,ML,UMl,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
(2)Acts  2:14-37  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. PhU  1:27-2:11  CE,ML. 

ICor  l:18-end'®'  NL,UM4,UM5,UM12,UM13,UM14UM7,UM8,UM12, 
UM13,UM14. 

2Cor  9:1-16  UM9. 

C. Lk  24:13-36  CG,NL,MLUM11,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Friday  after  the  feast  of  the  Cross  (Commemoration  of  Constantine  and 
Helena)  UM 1 1 . 

SunI  of  Cross/SunTV  of  Elijah 

A. (l)Deut  8:1 1-end  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

(2)Is  33: 13-end  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. PhU  1:27-2:12  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Eph  2:4-22  UM8. 

2Cor  9:1-16  UM9. 

C. Mt  4:12-5:17  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Sunil  of  Cross/SunV  of  Elijah 

A. (l)Deut  9:1-9  CO,NL,ML,UMl,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

(2)Is  25:1-9  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. PhU  3:1-15  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM9,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Col  1:3-11  UM8. 

C. Mt  17:14-end  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Frill  (commemoration  of  mart}^'  Moses  and  of  Jacob) 

Sunlll  of  Cross/SunVI  of  EUjah 

A. (l)Deut  9:13-23  C0,NL,ML,UM1,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
(2)Is  26:1-20  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. PhU  4:4-end  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM9,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
PhU  3:1-15  UM8. 

C. Mt  15:21-39  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Frilll  (Commemoration  of  Gregory  and  others) 

SunTV  of  Cross/Sun VII  of  Elijah 

A. (l)Deut  10:12-end  CO,NL,ML,UMl,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
(2)Is  33:1-14  CO, ML. 

Is  28:23-29:13  NL,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. lCor  14:1, 3, 12, 20, 21, 26, 31-end  CE,ML. 


ML  does  not  give  this  feast  in  the  Church  year  but  in  the  special 
commemorations. 

This  is  the  same  lesson  of  the  Saturday  of  Holy  Week. 
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ICor  14:26-end  NL,UM4,UM5‘“  UM7,UM9,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

ICor  11:3-17  UM8. 

ICor  10:15-11:3 

C.Mt  18:1-19  CG,NL,ML,UM11,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

FrilV  (Commemoration  of  Theda  and  Euphemia) 

SunI  of  Moses/SunV  of  Cross 

A. (l)Deut  11:1-13  C0,NL,ML,UM1,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
(2)Is  40:1-18  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. 2Cor  l:23-2:end  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM7,UM9,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
ICor  14:26-40  UM8. 

C. Mt  20:1-17  CG,NL,ML,UM11,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Fril  (Commemoration  of  Yeshua-Sabran  and  others) 

Sunil  of  Moses/SunVI  of  Cross^*^ 

A. (l)Deut  11:13-12:2  CO,NL,ML,UMTUM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
(2)Is  40:18-41:8  CO,NUML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. Gal  5: 1-end  CE,NL,ML. 

Gal  5: 16-end  UM7,UM9,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Rom  ll:25-end  UM8. 

C. Lk  8:41-end  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Frill  (Commemoration  of  Antony) 

Sunlll  of  Moses/SunVII  of  Cross 

A. (l)Deut  13:12-19  CG,ML,UM1,UM2,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Deut  12:1-26  NL,UM3. 

(2)Is  41:8-21  CO,NL,ML,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Is  41:17-21  UM2. 

B. Gal  6:1-18  CE,NL,ML,UM7,UM8,UM9,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

C. Mt  8:23-9:9  CG,MUUM1 1,UM t2,UM13,UM14. 

Jn  5:1-19  NL. 

Frilll  (Commemoration  of  Mar  Bar-Kosre) 

SunlV  of  Moses 

A. (l)Deut  12:29-14:3  CO,NL,ML,UMTUM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
(2)Is  41:21-42:5  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. lTim  5:1-17  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM7,UM8,UM9,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

C. Mt  22:22-36  CG,ML. 


UM5  is  defective. 

101 

This  is  given  as  another,  i.  e.  simply  a  supplementary  reading  for 
the  same  Sunday. 

UM4  does  not  provide  lessons  for  the  2nd  and  3rd  Sundays  of  Elias. 
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Mt  8:23-9:10  NL,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

FrilV  (Commemoration  of  Rabban  Yozadak)^^ 

b.  Observations 

The  Period  of  Elijah,  the  Cross  and  Moses  consists  of  eleven 
weeks.  The  center  of  this  period  is  the  feast  of  the  Cross.  There  are  three 
Sundays  before  and  eight  Sundays  after  the  feast.  UM 1  calls  the  first  three 
Sundays  the  Fast  of  Elijah,  and  the  other  Sundays  the  period  after  the  feast 
of  the  Cross.  Other  manuscripts  divide  the  season  further  into  Elijah,  the 
Cross  and  Moses.  They  are  intercalated,  express  internal  unity,  and  are 
perceived  as  a  unit.  Besides  the  feast  of  the  Cross,  UMll  gives  Friday 
Commemorations  throughout  the  period. 

Among  the  lessons,  the  first  for  Sundays  is  a  continuous 
reading  from  Deuteronomy 
6-13. 

The  second  lesson  comprises  non-continuous  selections  from 
Isaiah  31-41.  The  manuscripts  disagree  with  CO,  CE,  CG  and  ML  for  the 
second  lesson  of  SunlV  of  Cross  or  SunVII  of  Elijah. 

Regarding  the  third  lesson,  the  manuscripts  do  not  agree  with 
the  printed  texts. 

The  sources  agree  with  the  Gospel  lessons  except  for  Sunlll 
of  Moses/SunVII  of  Cross  and  SunlV  of  Cross,  where  NL  disagrees  with 
the  other  sources. 

8.  The  Period  of  the  Dedication  of  the  Church  (Qoodas  Edta)^^ 

a.  The  Lessons 
SunI 

A. (l)Ex  40:17-end  CO,NL,ML,UMl,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
(2)Is  6:l-end  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. lCor  12:28-13:end"”  CE,NL,ML,UM4,UM7,UM12,UM13,UM14. 


™  UM  1 1  gives  also  the  SunV  and  FriV  (the  Commemoration  of  Sabar- 
Yeshua  and  others,  founders  of  congregations  in  Beth-Nuhadra). 

UM5  being  incomplete  does  not  contain  the  period  of  the 
Dedication  of  the  Church. 

This  is  the  same  lesson  as  Friday  of  Gold. 
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Heb  8:1-9:12''®  UM8. 

Heb  8:1-7,9:1-11''®  UM9. 

C.Mt  16:13-20  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

Mt  21:12-14  NL,UM12,UM13,UM14'''’. 

Ill 

Fill  (Mar  Awgen  and  his  Companions)"^ 

Same  readings  as  that  of  the  commemoration  of  a  patron  saint  NL,UM11. 
Sunil 

A. (l)Ex  39:32-40:17  CO,ML,NL,UMl,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 
(2)lKgs  8:10-29  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

IKgs  6:1,2,38,  8:1-12  UM3. 

B. Heb  8:1-9:10  CE,ML,UM4,UM7. 

Heb  8:1-9:12  UM13,UM14. 

Heb  8: 1-9:5^^^  NL,UM12. 

Heb  12: 14-end  UM8,UM9. 

C. Mt  12:1-22  CG,ML. 

Mt  12:1-14  NL,UM11. 

Mt  12:l-14,Lk  7:16  UM13,UM14. 

Jn  2:12-23  UM12. 

Frill  (Commemoration  of  Abraham,  Dad-Yesho  etc..  Founders  of 
congregations  in  the  mountains  of  Izla)  UM 1 1 . 

Sunlll 

A. (l)Num  7:1-11,9:15-21  CO,NL,ML,UMl,UM2,UM12. 

Num  7:1-11, 88, 89;9:15-19  UM3,UM13,UM14"l 
(2)Is  54:1-16  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

B. Heb  9:5-16  CE,NL,ML,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

ICor  2:10-3:end  NL"* 

ICor  2:13-3:18  UM4. 


'''®  This  is  the  same  lesson  as  the  6th  Sunday  after  Epiphany. 

inn 

An  abridged  text  of  the  same  theme  as  the  lection  of  UM8. 

This  is  the  second  reading  in  NL,  UM12,  UM13,  UM14. 

NL  &  ML  do  not  give  this  feast  here. 

119 

An  abridged  text  of  the  above  theme. 

vv.88-89  are  additional  explanations  of  the  offerings. 

This  is  the  second  reading  in  NL. 
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ICor  2:13-3:18,16:13,14  UM7 
ICor  3:9-18  UM9. 

ICor  12:28- 13:end  UM8. 

CJn  2:12-23  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM  13,UM14. 

Mt  12:1-13  UM12. 

Frilll  (Commemoration  of  Paul,  Bishop  of  Nisibis)  UMl  1. 

SunlV 

A. (l)lKgs  6:1-20  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM  13,UM  14. 

(2)Ezk  43:l-7;44:l-6  CO,NL,ML,UM2,UM13,UM14. 

Ezk  43:1-7  UM12. 

2Sam  6: 1-6;  13-20  UM3. 

B. Heb  9: 16-end  CE,NL,ML,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

ICor  12:28-13:end  UM9. 

ICor  3:1-18,  16:13,14, 19-end  UM8. 

ICor  14:1-19  UM7 
Heb  12: 14-end  UM7,UM4. 

C. Mt  22:41-23:23  CG,NL,ML,UM1 1,UM12,UM13,UM14. 

FrilV  (Commemoration  of  Jacob  of  Beth-'Abe) 

b.  Observations 

The  Dedication  of  the  Church,  the  concluding  period  of  the 
Church  year  is  also  the  shortest.  It  consists  of  four  weeks,  and  the  days  of 
celebration  are  Sundays.  The  only  exceptions  are  seen  in  UMl  1,  where  the 
Period  lasts  for  five  weeks  and  has  Friday  commemorations,  and  in  NL 
which  has  the  Fril  of  the  Dedication  of  the  Church  as  the  commemoration 
of  Mar  Awgen,  with  the  lessons  of  the  patron  saint. 

^cept  for  the  last  Sunday,  the  first  lesson  of  this  period  is 
taken  from  the  Pentateuch. 

Tlie  second  lesson  is  from  Prophets  except  for  the  Sunil.  For 
the  second  reading  of  the  Sunil  and  the  second  reading  of  the  SunlV,  UM3 
departs  from  the  other  sources. 

The  Lectionary  manuscripts  do  not  agree  on  the  third  reading 
of  this  period  neither  with  each  other,  nor  with  the  Hudra  manuscripts  or 
with  the  printed  texts.  The  last  three  Sundays  have  continuous  readings 
from  Heb  8-9  in  both  the  printed  texts  and  in  the  Hudra  manuscripts. 

The  Gospel  readings  have  unity  in  selection  except  for  the 
transposition  of  the  readings  of  Sunil  and  Sunlll  in  UM12. 

The  other  differences  in  this  period  are  due  to  abridgment, 
rather  than  being  of  a  structural  nature. 


UMll  gives  a  SunV  and  FriV  (Commemoration  of  Ebed-Jesu  and 

others). 


CHAPTER  THREE 


COMPARISON  OF  THE  UPPER  MONASTERY  LECTIONARY  SYSTEM 

WITH  THE  OTHER  EAST  SYRIAN  SYSTEMS 

1.  Lectionary  System  of  Mosul 

1.  The  Diocese  of  Mosul  and  its  Lectionaiy  System 

The  first  historical  evidence  about  the  city  of  Mosul  as  a 
Christian  center  in  East  Syrian  history  concerns  the  construction  of  the 
great  temple  and  a  convent  at  Hesna  Ebraya  by  Isoyabh  bar  Qusre  in  570 
A.D.  This  convent  later  became  the  church  of  Mar  Isaya^  Isoyabh  III 
(580-659)  ,  the  bishop  of  Nineveh,  transferred  that  see  to  Mosul  before  his 
patriarchate  (647/48). 

The  manuscripts  of  the  East  Syrian  lectionary  ascribe  the 
existence  of  a  lectionary  usage  of  Mosul.  The  colophons  of  the  manuscripts 
Leningrad  XXII,  British  Library  7174,  British  Library  29  assert  that  the 
usage  of  Mosul  is  according  to  the  Upper  Monastery  system. 

2.  The  sources  under  Study 

The  sources  for  the  study  of  the  lectionary  usage  of  Mosul 
are  the  manuscripts  of  the  Epistle  and  Gospel  lessons.  No  sources  of  the 
OT  lessons  are  extant.  We  have  four  manuscripts  at  our  disposal  for  the 
present  study.  Among  them  two  are  of  Gospel  lectionary  of  15- 16th 
century  and  two  are  of  Epistle  lectionary  of  13- 14th  centuiy.  The  accessible 
manuscripts  are  the  following,  with  their  abbreviations. 

a.  Epistle  Lectionary 

Ml  =  Leningrad  XXII  (1243  AD)  <ms  list  n.  41> 

The  manuscript,  written  in  East  Syrian  script,  contains  127 
leaves.  It  is  the  earliest  known  manuscript  of  this  usage.  The  colophon  on 
fol.  121,  states  that  the  lessons  read  in  the  Church  are  known  as  the  usage 
of  Mosul  according  to  the  system  of  Mar  Gabriel  and  Mar  Abraham. 


^  SCHER,  Histoire  Nestorienne  II,  108,  n.2. 

^  FIEY,  Mossoul  chretienne  12-13. 

^  FIEY,  "Iso  Yaw  le  Grand"  35,  305-333;  36,  5-46. 
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M2  =  Vat  Arab  29  (1341  AD)  <ms  list  n.  42> 

The  manuscript,  in  Arabic  contains  183  leaves.  According  to 
the  colophon,  the  lessons  are  according  to  the  usage  of  the  church  of 
Mosul\ 

b.  Gospel  Lectionary 

M3  =  Camb.  1975  (1586  AD)  <ms  list  n.  47> 

The  manuscript  contains  126  leaves,  of  which  the  first  two  and 
the  last  are  blank.  It  is  written  in  East  Syrian  script.  The  title  tells  us  that 
it  is  written  according  to  the  use  of  the  church  of  Mosul.  It  contains  a 
complete  Gospel  lectionary  system. 

M4  =  British  Library  29  <7173  Rich>  <ms  list  n.  49> 

The  manuscript  contains  131  leaves.  It  is  written  in 
Estrangelo  script.  According  to  the  title,  the  manuscript  follows  the  use 
of  the  Upper  Monastery  of  Mosul.  It  provides  the  complete  Gospel 
lectionary  usage. 

IL  The  Lectionary  S3rstem  of  Beth  'Abhe 

1.  The  Monastery  of  Beth  'Abhe  and  the  Lectionary  System 

The  name  of  the  monastery,  Beth  'Abhe,  means  'house  of  the 
forest'^  The  monastery  was  situated  in  a  forest  upon  a  mountain  peak  to 
the  North  East  of  Mosul,  between  two  valleys  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Great  Zab  rivers  It  was  founded  by  Rabban  Jacob,  a  monk  of  the 
monastery  of  Mount  Isla  who  lived  in  the  middle  of  the  sixth  century^ 
The  catholicos  Isoyahb  III  was  also  a  monk  of  Beth  Abhe  monastery®. 
The  East  Syrian  lectionary  manuscripts  eiscribe  to  a  monastic  lectionary 
usage  called  the  Beth  'Abhe  System.  The  colophon  of  the  earliest  known 


^  For  the  transcription  of  the  lessons  see  GRAF,  "Pauluslektioneir" 
237-247. 

Book  of  Governors  I,  ix. 

c 

Book  of  Governors  I,  xli. 

7 

Book  of  Governors  I,ix. 

*  FIEY,  "Iso'Yaw  le  Grand"  307. 
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manuscript  of  this  usage,  British  Library  248,  says  that  the  Beth'Abhe 
lectionary  system  was  instituted  by  its  founder  Rabban  Jacob. 

2.  The  Sources  under  Study 

The  accessible  sources  for  the  study  of  Beth'Abhe  lectionary 
system  are  limited,  to  the  following  two  extant  manuscripts  of  the  Gospel 
lectionary: 

BAl.  British  Library  248  <Egerton  681>  (1206/1207  A.D.)  <ms  list  n.52>. 

This  Gospel  lectionary  manuscript  consists  of  187  leaves, 
many  of  them  stained  and  tom.  Written  in  Estrangelo  script,  it  contains 
the  lessons  for  the  whole  Church  year.  The  colophon  states  that  this 
lectionary  was  drawn  up  according  to  the  use  of  the  convent  of  Beth- 
'Abhe,  as  instituted  by  its  founder  Rabban  Jacob. 

BA2.  Harvard  Syr.141  (1208  A.D.)  <ms  list  n.  53>. 

This  Gospel  lectionary  manuscript  consists  of  167  leaves, 
written  in  Estrangelo  script.  It  comprises  the  whole  lectionary  system. 

III.  The  Lectionary  Usfige  of  the  Cathedral  of  Kokhe 

1.  The  Cathedral  of  Kokhe  and  its  Lectionaiy  System 

The  church  of  Kokhe,  situated  in  a  suburb  of  Seleucia- 

0 

Ctesiphon  on  the  banks  of  river  Tigris  ,  was  the  cathedral  of  the  Chaldean 
patriarchs  of  Seleucia-Ctesiphon^^.  The  Beth  'Kokhe  monastery  might  have 
been  situated  near  the  cathedral  .  The  lectionary  usage  of  the  cathedral 
of  Kokhe  is  known  as  the  cathedral  system. 

2.  The  Sources  under  Study 

For  the  study  of  the  cathedral  system  the  transcription  of 
lessons  based  on  the  extant  manuscripts  by  W.  Macomber  is  an 


MACOMBER,  "Patriarchate  of  Seleucia-Ctesiphon"  35. 
CHABOT,  Synodicon  orientale  264-266. 

"  BAUMSTARK,  "Beth  Qoqa"  387-389. 
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1 9 

authoritative  source  .  In  addition  to  the  accessible  manuscripts  listed 
above  in  chapter  one  for  further  clarifications  I  depend  mainly  of  the 
lessons  for  this  system  as  found  in  manuscripts  I  was  unable  to  consult 
personally. 

IV.  Comparison  of  the  Upper  Monastery  Lectionary  System  with  the  Other 
East  Syrian  Systems 

The  Upper  Monastery  lectionary  system  is  compared  here 
with  the  other  three  East  Syrian  usages:  the  Mosul,  Beth'Abhe  and 
Cathedral  lectionary  systems. 

Abbreviations  and  sigla  in  the  table  and  apparatus 
+  same  as  in  UM 

*  different  from  UM  but  same  as  in  Cathedral 

@  different  from  UM  and  Cathedral  but  same  as  in  Mosul  and 
Beth’Abhe 

Blank  spaces  indicate  the  lack  of  sources  to  describe  the  presence  or 
absence  of  lessons.  Differences  among  the  manuscripts  are  mentioned  in 
the  footnotes.  Special  lessons  not  found  in  other  systems  are  indicated  in 
the  text.  The  study  of  comparison  is  based  on  the  overall  structure  of  the 
lectionary  systems.  Particular  commemorations  seen  only  in  certain 
manuscripts  and  thus  not  characteristic  of  a  system  are  indicated,  but  not 
given  in  the  body  of  the  text.  Conclusions  are  given  at  the  end  of  each 
period  with  the  general  conclusion  reserved  for  the  end  of  the  chapter. 

1.  The  Period  of  Annunciation  and  Nativity 

In  the  table  of  comparison  of  the  period  of  Annunciation  and 
Nativity  there  are  six  Sundays  and  two  Feasts,  namely  the  feast  of  Nativity 
and  the  Feast  of  Mart  Mariam.  The  Friday  celebration  of  Meut  Mariam 
is  placed  in  between  SunV  and  Sun VI,  but  is  not  always  numbered.  If  there 
is  only  one  Friday  between  Nativity  and  Epiphany,  then  that  Friday  is 
commemorated.  UM12  gives  only  five  Sundays.  The  Friday 
commemorations  except  Mart  Mariam  are  given  only  in  UMll  I  I  found 
no  equivalent  commemorations  in  any  other  manuscripts  of  the  four 
systems. 


MACOMBER,  "Lectionary  System"  494-512. 
13 


See  Chapter  Two,  30-32. 
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The  table  of  comparison  of  the  period  is  as  follows: 
Period  UM  Mosul  Beth'Abhe  Cathedral 

.  .  . . . . .  ■■  I  I'l  I  I  ■!  .  .'U.-'-— J  ■  1  1  ■  ■  1-U_11-LJU.  L  . . 1.1-  J-l  ■l.l-l.--  .  ■  .  1  IB-IT-W  a— l—gM 


SunI 

+ 

11 1 1'ii'-iM.i- ,  1  .1  ig 

+ 

•F  1 

1  A(l) 

Gen  17:1- 
end 

A(2) 

Is  42:18- 
43:14 

B 

Eph  5:21- 
6:10'* 

+ 

Rom  3:31-  | 
4:12 

c 

Lk  1:1-26 

+ 

+ 

+  1 

Sunil 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

A  (1) 

Num  22:20 
-23:2 

A  (2) 

Is  43:14- 
44:6 

B 

Col  4:2- 
endl5 

.16 

Rom  4:13-  j 
25 

C 

Lk  1:26-57 

+ 

+  1 

UM8  gives  here  the  Cathedral  reading. 
UM8,UM9  give  the  Cathedral  reading. 

16 

M2  gives  here  the  same  reading  as  UM. 
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Sunlll 

+ 

+ 

+  1 

1  ^ 

Gen  18:1- 
20^^ 

1  A  (2) 

Judg  13:2- 
25 

B 

Roni(,3:31- 

4:12” 

Heb  6:13- 
7:10 

C 

+ 

+ 

+  1 

SunlV 

+ 

+ 

+ 

1  ^ 

Gem24:50- 

end^^ 

A  (2) 

ISam  1:1- 
19 

B 

Eph  5:5- 

2F 

Rem  15:1- 

14^ 

Heb  7:11- 
18^^ 

C 

Mt  1:18- 
end 

+ 

+ 

+ 

UM2,  UM12,  UM13,  UM14  give  a  long  reading,  including  the 
reading  of  the  day,  Gen  17:1-18:20. 

UM8,  UM9  give  here  the  Cathedral  reading. 

19 

This  is  the  lesson  of  Cathedral  Sunil.  M2  gives  here  the  UM  lesson. 

^  UM12,UM13,UM14  give  Lk  chapter  one  for  this  Sunday. 

UM3  gives  here  Gen  24:50-25:29 

UM8,UM9  give  here  Rom  9:1-13. 

23 

The  reading  is  defective.  M2  gives  the  same  reading  as  UM. 
Leningrad  621,  Harvard  Syriac  3,  Cam.Add  2035  give  here  Rom  9:1- 


13. 
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25  Dec. 

Feast 

Nativity  of 
Our  Lord 

+  1 

1  ^ 

Is  7:10-16 
9:l-4;6-8 

1  ^ 

Mic  4:1-4 
5:2-5,8-10 

Mic  4:3, 

6-8^^ 

B 

Gal  3:15- 
4:^ 

+ 

Rom  1:1- 
5;Gal  3:15- 
26,29-4:7 

1  C 

Lk  2:1-21 

+ 

+ 

+  1 

SunV 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

1  ^ 

Gen  21:1- 
22 

Gen  21:1- 
12 

1  A  (2) 

ISam  1:19- 
end 

B 

Gal  4:18- 
5:2 

+ 

+ 

C 

Mt  2:1 -end 

+ 

+ 

+ 

The  reading  is  defective. 

UM8,  UM9  give  here  the  Cathedral  reading. 
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Frill  Feast 

Mart 

Mariam 

+ 

+ 

1 

Ex  15:11- 
22;Jer  31: 
13-18;Mic 
6:1-6 

1 

Acts  1:1-15 

B 

Rom  16:1- 
end 

Rom  16:1“ 
23,25-27^^ 

Rom  16:1- 
16;24-27 

c 

Lk  1:26- 
56;Mt  1:1- 

end“ 

* 

Mt  1:1-17; 
18-end 

1  SunVI 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

A  (1) 

Ex  2:1-11 

Ex  1:15-22 

A  (2) 

Is  49:1-7 

Is  66:5-14 

B 

2Tim  2:16- 
end^^ 

+ 

Rom  15:1- 
13 

C 

Lk  2:21- 
end 

+ 

+ 

,30 

The  four  lectionaiy  systems  follow  the  same  division  of  the 


27 

M2  gives  the  same  as  Cathedral. 

28 

NL  gives  here  the  reading  of  the  Cathedral. 

UM9  gives  here  Rom  15:1-17. 

30 

When  there  is  only  one  Sunday  between  Nativity  and  Epiphany, 
Chdd.  Pat.  265,  a  13th  century  ms,  permits  here  the  selection  one  of  four 
optional  readings:  Mt  2:1-12,  Lk  2:21-39,  Mt  2:13-23,  Lk  2:40-52. 
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period  of  Annunciation  and  Nativity,  with  four  Sundays  before  the  feast  and 
two  Sundays  after  the  feast.  They  have  the  feast  of  Mart  Mariam  celebrated 
on  the  last  Friday  after  the  feast. 

The  determining  factor  of  the  lessons  of  this  period  is  the 
Gospel  reading,  which  we  find  is  the  same  for  all  systems  with  minor 
differences,  doubtless  due  to  error  or  later  correction  of  the  manuscript. 
The  main  difference  is  seen  in  the  Epistle  lessons  between  the  Cathedral 
and  Upper  Monastery  systems.  General  agreement  in  Epistle  lessons  is  seen 
for  the  feast  of  Nativity,  SunV,  feast  of  Mart  Mariam.  But  the  Cathedral 
has  a  continous  reading  for  SunI  and  Sunil  and  another  continuous  reading 
for  Sunlll  and  SunIV.  Among  the  four  known  OT  lessons  of  this  period, 
two  generally  agree  with  UM  and  two  eure  entirly  different. 

The  Beth'Abhe  system  does  not  differ  from  the  Upper 
Monastery  system.  The  Mosul  system  adopts  certain  lessons  from  the 
cathedral,  but  generally  follows  the  main  line  of  the  Upper  Monastery 
though  it  has  peculiar  Epistle  lesson  for  SunIV. 

2.  The  Period  of  Epiphany 

The  table  of  comparison  of  the  period  of  Epiphany  consists 
of  the  feast  of  Epiphany,  eight  Sundays,  eight  Fridays  of  commemorations 
and  two  rogations.  The  Cathedral  system  has  a  FrilX  commemoration. 

The  table  of  comparison  is  as  follows: 


Period  TTM  Mosul  Reth^Ahhp  Cftthedral 


6  January 

Epiphany 

+ 

+ 

+  1 

1  ^ 

Num  24:2- 
10,  15-end 

Num  24:2-  1 
9,15-18, 
7\-7A  j 

A  (2) 

Is  4:2-6, 
11:1-6,12: 
4-end 

Is  l:la;4:  1 

2a:ll:l- 

5*%-lla; 

B 

TU3?:11- 

+ 

Tit  2:11- 
3:7JTim  1 

c 

Mt  3;l-end 

+ 

+ 

+  1 

31 


UM9,  UM14  have  here  2Cor  3:17-18;  Tit  2:11-3:7. 
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Fril 

Comm. 

John 

Baptist 

+ 

+ 

+  1 

1  ^ 

Is  35:3- 
end,  40:1-9 

Is  24:14- 
15,40:1-5 

1  ^ 

Acts  13:13- 
34 

Acts  13: 
13-14,  16- 
25 

B 

Eph  2:19- 
3:end 

Eph  3:1-21 

C 

Mk  6:14- 
20^^ 

Mk  6:14- 
30“ 

+ 

Mk  6:14- 
29,14:12b 

SunI 

+ 

+ 

+ 

A  (1) 

Ex  3:1-6 

' 

Ex  2:1-10 

1  A  (2) 

Is  44:21- 
45:5 

Is  54:1-8 

B 

2Jim  3:1- 

+ 

Eph  1:3-14 

1  c 

Lk  4:14-31 

+ 

+ 

Mk  1:1-13 

32 

NL  gives  here  the  same  lessons  as  Mosul. 

33 

M3  gives  three  additioneil  words  of  Mt  14:12. 

UM9  gives  the  Cathedral  lesson.  UM5  has  Rom  15:1-14. 
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MonI 

Rogation  of 
Virgins^^ 

+ 

+  1 

A  (1) 

Is  63:17- 
64:12 

A  (2) 

Hab  3:1-19 

B 

ITim  2:1- 
3:10 

PhU  1:3- 
11,27-30 

1  ^ 

Mt  18:23- 
35 

Jn  16:23-33 

Mt  18:10- 
22 

Tuel 

Rogation  of 
Virgins 

+ 

+ 

1  ^  (1) 

ISam  7:3-9 

A  (2) 

Is  59:1-19 

B 

Rom  12:1- 
21 

Gal  6:1-10,  j 
2Thess  3: 
13-18 

1  C 

Lk  18:2-14 

* 

Mt  7:1-14 

35 

The  Rogation  of  Virgins  is  not  found  in  Beth'Abhe  and  Mosul 
Epistle  ms  and  Gospel  M4.  As  we  have  seen  in  UM,  it  is  a  rare 
celebration.  Cathedral  and  Mosul  give  a  Thursday  commemoration  of 
founder  of  the  Rogation. 
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WedI 

Rogation  of 
Virgins 

+ 

+ 

A  (1) 

Joel  2:15- 
27 

A  (2) 

Jon  3:1- 
4:11 

B 

Rom  9:14- 
10:17 

Col  3:1- 
17,4:2- 
3a, 14-18 

C 

Mt  6:1-18 

* 

Lk  18;2- 
14, Mt  13:9 

Thul^' 

+ 

Rogation 
of  Virgins 
Comm. 

John  _ 
Azraq^^ 

c 

Mt  14:45- 
15:23 

Lk  12:42- 
48,19:12- 
27,Mt  13:9  \ 

The  other  lessons  for  this  commemoration  are  not  known. 

37 

John  Azraq,  bishop  of  Hirta/Al-Hira  instituted  this  Rogation.  See 
BAUMSTARK,  Geschichte  210;  MACOMBER,  "LecUonary  System" 
497, n.  5. 
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Frill 

1  Comm. 

Peter  & 

Paul 

+ 

1 

1  A  (1) 

IKgs  4:8- 
38 

2Kgs  4:8-  I 
12,16- 
21,27- 
30,32-37 

A  (2) 

Ac^  9:32- 

Acts  9:32-  j 
35,20:7-12 

B 

2Cor  10:1- 
8,ll:21-end 

+ 

C 

Mt  i6:13- 
20,  Jn 

2 1:1 5-end 

+ 

Sunil 

+ 

+ 

+ 

1  ^ 

Num  10:29 
-11:11 

Ex  2:11-25 

1  ^ 

Is  45:11-18 

Is  44:23a,  1 

65:16b-24 

B 

P|fb  3:1- 

+ 

Col  2:8-15, 
3:l-4,Heb  j 
13:21 

C 

Jn  1:1-29 

+ 

Lk  3:1- 
6,10-14, 
18,21-22 

NL  gives  here  Acts  14:8-16,  20:7-13. 

CG  and  ML  give  here  Mt  16:13-20,  Jn  21:15-20. 

M4  has  an  additional  passage  of  Mt  21:12,13  after  Mt  16:13-20. 
CE  and  ML  give  here  Heb  3: 1-4:8. 
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Frilll 

Comm. 

Evangelists 

+ 

+ 

+ 

A  (1) 

IKgs  18: 
30-40 

IKgs  18: 
21-39 

A  (2) 

Acts  5:12- 
33 

Acts  5:12- 
32 

B 

ICor  1:9- 
17,  2Cor 
1:8-15“ 

ICor  4:9- 
17^^Corl:8- 

ICor  4:9- 

13,2Cor 

1:8-14, 

Phil  1:23- 
24 

C 

Mt  9:35- 
10:16^^ 

+ 

+ 

Mt  10:1-15 

Sunlll 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+  1 

A  (1) 

Num 

11:11-21 

Ex  3:1-15  1 

A  (2) 

Is  45:18- 
46:5 

Is  62:6-12 

B 

Heb  3:14- 
4:11 

IThess 

3:5-13Heb 

13:21b 

c 

Jn  1:29-43 

+ 

Jn  1:1-28 

UM9  gives  here  ICor  3:21-4:5,  4:9-17. 
M4  gives  here  ICor  4:9-5:7. 

NL  gives  here  the  Cathedral  lesson. 
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FrilV 

Comm. 

Stephan 

+  ! 

A  (1) 

IKgs  21:1- 
22 

IKgs  21:1-  I 

13 

A  (2) 

Acts  6:8- 

15,7:51- 

8:3“ 

Acts  6:8... 

B 

2Cor  3:18- 
4:end^ 

+ 

ICor  1:10- 
17,  16:15- 

Mt  11:20- 
end,23:29- 
end 

+ 

SunlV^^ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

1  ^ 

Num 

ll:23-end 

Ex  3:16- 
4:5 

1 

Is  46:5-end 

B 

Heb„7:18- 

end“ 

+ 

Heb  1:1- 
2:4 

C 

Jn  1:43- 
2:12 

+ 

+ 

Jn  1:29-42  j 

According  to  NL,  UM3,  UM12,  UM13,  UM14,  the  lesson  here  is 
Acts  6:8-7:2,51-8:3. 

UM9  gives  the  Cathedral  lesson. 

47 

According  to  Cathedral,  WedIV  is  the  commemoration  of  Sergius  and 
Bacchus.  The  lessons  are  A(l)  Is  43:10-13,  51:7-8  A(2)  Acts  16:25-34  B 
Rom  8:28-9:5  C  Lk  12:16-12.  Brit.Mus.Add  14705,11th  century  ms  gives 
it  as  Wedll  and  UMll  on  FrilV  of  Resurrection. 

UM9  has  here  Heb  7: 11-end. 
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- ^ 

FriV 

Comm. 

Greek 

Doctors 

Diodore, 

Theodore. 

Nestorius^^ 

+ 

A  (1) 

ISam  22:6- 
22 

Jerll:18- 

19,15:15- 

18,17:14- 

18,18:15- 

23,20:7-13 

A  (2) 

Acts  22:27- 
23:17^^ 

Acts 

19:23-28^' 

B 

2Tim  2:8- 

20,4:1- 

9,14-19^^ 

2Tim  2:8- 
19,4:1-9“^ 

IThess 

2:13-16, 

2Tim3:5b- 

10,4:14-19 

C 

Mt  4:23- 
5:20 

+ 

+ 

Mt  5:1-19 

49 

Brit.Mus.Add  14705  a  11th  century  ms  has  a  different  order  of 
commemorations  for  the  following  Fridays:  FrilV  Greek  Fathers,  FriV 
Syrian  Fathers,  FriVI  Stephan,  FriVII  Catholic  Fathers,  FriVIII  Mar 
Abei/Patron  Saint. 

According  to  NL,UM2,UM3  the  lesson  here  is  Acts  21:27-35,  22:30- 

23:17. 

The  lesson  is  defective  of  the  end. 

52 

UM9  has  the  same  reading  as  cathedral. 

53 


M4  gives  2Tim  2:8-20,  4:9. 
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SunV 

+ 

+ 

A») 

Deut  18:9- 
end 

Ex  4:6-18 

A  (2) 

Is  48:12-21 

Jer  23:6-  I 
8,29:11- 
13,30:9,19- 
20 

B 

H|S 

Heb  2:5- 
18 

1 

1 

Jn  3:1-23 

Jn  2:23- 
3:22 

Jn  1:43-51 

-  . . -  - 

MonVI 

Rogation  of 
Ninevites 

+ 

- - 

+ 

1  A  (1) 

Is  63:L7- 
64:en<r^ 

A  (2) 

Hab53:l- 

end 

B 

ITina,  2:1- 
 3:10^  

+ 

Eph  6:10-  1 

18.23-24 

c 

Mt  ^8:23- 
end^” 

+ 

Lk  1:1b-  I 

4,Mt6:13b,  1 
Lk  12:1a,  1 

19:11b- 
12a,ll:5b- 
13  1 

UM8  gives  the  Cathedral  reading.  UM9  has  Heb  l:l-2:5. 

“  UM2,UM3,  give  here  Gen  18:20-33. 

^  NL,  UM12,  UM13,  UM14  give  here  Amos  5:3-16;  UM2,  UM3  give 
Is  63:17-64:12. 

According  to  NL,  UM12,  UM13,  UM14  2Tim  2:1-11. 

According  to  NL,  Mt  5:17-38. 
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Tue  VI 

Rogation  of 
Ninevites 

+ 

+ 

+  1 

1  A  (1) 

ISwn  7:3- 
lO’^ 

1  A  (2) 

Is  fi59:l- 
19®” 

B 

Rom  nil- 
end 

ICor  4:14-  I 
5:13 

c 

Lk  18:1-15 

+ 

Mt  5:38- 
6:6  1 

1  WedVI 

Rogation  of 
Ninevites 

+ 

+ 

. .  ' 

A(l) 

2:15- 

1  A  (2) 

Jon  3:1- 
4:11®^ 

B 

Rom 

10:18^^ 

Rom  1:18-  I 

25 

C 

Mt  6:1-19 

+ 

Lk  15:1- 
lOor  1-32  1 

According  to  UM2,UM3,UM12,UM14,  Is  59:1-19. 

UM2,  UM3  give  Hab  3:l-end.  UM12,  UM13,  UM14  give  Jer  17:21- 
27. 

NL  gives  here  Joel  2:1-28;  UM2,UM3  give  Joel  1:1-32. 

According  to  NL,  Jon  3: 1-end. 

“  According  to  NL,  UM4,  UM5,  UM7,  Col  3:l-4:2;  according  to  UM8, 
UM16  Eph  4:l-13a,  25-5:22. 

M3  gives  the  same  reading  as  of  UM. 
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ThuVI 

+ 

+ 

+  1 

1  A  (1) 

Jer  17:21- 
27 

A  (2) 

Is  65:16- 
66:3 

B 

10:1- 

Rom  i0:l- 
11,13^ 

ITim  2:1- 
15,6:17-21 

C 

Lk  15:3- 
end 

Lk  12:42- 
48,19:12- 
27, Mt  13:9 

FriVI 

Comm. 

Syriac 

Doctors 

+  j 

1 

2Kgs  13: 
14-22 

^ach3:l- 

A  (2) 

Acts  12:25- 
13:13 

Sir 

50:1...16- 

26 

B 

Heb  13:1- 
9,16-22 

Heb  13:1- 
22 

2Cor  2:15-  j 
17,4:1-6, 

Heb 

13:21b 

c 

Mt  16:24- 
17:10 

+ 

+ 

Jn  15:1-  1 

15'^  1 

According  to  NL,UM4,UM5,UM7  the  lesson  is  Heb  12: 14-end. 

ec 

There  is  one  more  reading  here,  Heb  12:14-29. 

NL,UM12,UM13,UM14  give  here  Jn  16:23-end.  UMll  gives  Mk 
ll:22-end. 

68 


The  lesson  is  defective  at  the  end. 


82 
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.^nnVT 

+ 

± 

+ 

+ 

A  (1) 

Deut  24:9- 

Ex  4:19-31 

A  (2) 

Is  63:7-17 

Is  63:7- 
9  U-16 

B 

8:1- 

Heb  6:1-8 

r 

Tn  3:22-4:4 

+ 

+ 

Jn  2:1-11 

FriVII 

One  Saint 
or  Mar  Aba 

+ 

+ 

A  (1) 

Is  41:8-17 

Is  42:1- 
9. Dan  6;6- 

I!:®- 

A  (2) 

1 

00 

•  • 

o^ 

Acts 

15:36- 

^®9-rLSir 

ll;32:18- 

22:39:1- 

A  5Fi-14 

B 

2Cor  10:4- 
end 

+ 

Ky  2:13- 

plt: 

c 

Mt  24:45- 
47,25:14-24 

•F 

+1! 

Chald.  Patr.  265  gives  Mt  20:1-16. 

NL,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14  give  here  Acts  18:19-19:21. 
Two  other  readings  also  given  here:  Lk  12:32-38;  Lk  19:12-27. 
British  Library  Add.  14705  has  Lk  12:35-48, Mt  13:9. 
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SunVII 

+ 

+ 

+ 

1  ^ 

Deut  14:2- 
15:5 

Ex  5:2-8 

A  (2) 

Is  42:5- 
10,14-18 

B 

ITim  6:9- 
end 

+ 

Phil  3:1b- 
14,Heb  1 

13:21b- 

C 

Mt  7:28- 
8:14 

+ 

Jn  3:22-4:3 
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FriVIII 

Departed 

+ 

+ 

Catholic  j 

fathers' 

1 

Ezek  37:1- 
15 

Zac^Ji  3: 

1  •  •  • 

A  (2) 

Sir  4f  1- 
45:6”^ 

Sir  50:1-, 
16-26 

B 

ICor 

15:34-58'“ 

Heb  13:1- 
9a, 16-18, 
24-25, Rom 
4:13-25 

C 

Mt  25:31- 
end" 

Jn,5:19- 

29'* 

+ 

Jn  15:1- 
15, Lk  5:1- 
11 

Comm. 

Martyrs^^ 

B 

Rom  8:28- 
9:5 

C 

Lk  12:1b- 
12a,  Mt 
10:19b 

73 

Brit.Mus.Add  14705  specifies  the  Catholic  fathers  as  those  buried  in 
the  church  of  Kokhe. 

The  end  of  the  lesson  is  defective. 

NL  gives  here  Sir  44:1-23. 

UM8,  UM9  give  ICor  3:21-4:5;  2Cor  5:6-10. 

^  NL,  UM12,  UM13  the  same  as  Mosul. 

78 

M4  the  same  as  UM. 

79 

M3  has  the  commemoration  of  40  martyrs  on  the  leist  Friday  of  this 
period,  with  the  lesson  Mt  4:23-5:19. 
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SunVIII 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+  1 

A(l) 

Ey5,22- 

Ex  6:2- 
8,7b 

1  ^ 

Is  54:16- 
55:3 

B 

Eph  1:15- 
2:8" 

Rom  15: 
14-33 

L£= 

Mk  1:1-12 

+ 

Jn  3:5-21  j 

FrilX 

Comm. 

Departed  1 

B 

2Cor  5:1-  I 
10,  Heb 
4:12-13 

C 

Mt  25:31- 
46  1 

Except  for  the  Fridays  of  commemorations,  all  four  systems 
agree  on  the  division  of  the  period  of  Epiphany.  The  Cathedral  system  has 
an  additional  commemoration  of  the  catholic  fathers  or  martyrs  before  the 
commemoration  of  the  departed. 

Regarding  the  lessons  of  Sundays,  there  are  differences 
between  UM  and  Cathedral.  The  first  OT  Sun  Cathedral  lesson  is  a  lectio 
continua  from  Exodus,  while  UM  gives  select  lessons  ft'om  Exodus, 
Numbers  and  Deutronomy.  SunI  of  UM  coincides  with  Sunlll  of 


***  UM2,UM3  give  here  Ex  15:22-27;  16:4-8,  9,10. 

NL,UM12,UM13,UM14  give  here  Is  44:23-45:8. 

UM2,UM3  give  here  Is  44:23,24,  65:17-24,  66:1. 

UM9  gives  here  Heb  6:1-8  and  UM8  gives  here  Phil  3:1-14, Heb 

13:21. 

83 


M2  gives  the  same  as  UM. 
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Cathedral.  The  Second  OT  and  Epistle  of  the  Cathedral  lessons  differ  also 
from  UM.  Cathedral  gospel  lessons  give  the  narration  of  Jesus'  Baptism 
from  Mk,  Lk,  Jn  for  the  first  three  Sundays.  Following  that  the  other 
Sundays  have  a  continuous  reading  from  the  Gospel  of  John.  UM,  on  the 
other  hand,  gdters  the  continuity  by  inserting  select  passages  on  SunI  and 
Sun VII.  The  baptism  narration  from  Mk  is  given  on  the  last  Sunday.  Mosul 
and  Beth'Abhe  agree  generally  with  UM.  The  SunV  Gospel  lesson  of 
Mosul  maintains  the  continuity,  while  UM  omits  a  passage  in  between  the 
Sundays.  Mosul  has  also  a  different  Epistle  lesson  on  SunVIII. 

The  Epiphany  lessons  are  the  same  in  all  four  systems  except 
for  small  additions  and  omissions  in  the  second  OT  and  Epistle  cathedral 
lessons.  Regarding  the  commemorations,  the  lessons  for  the  feasts  John  the 
Baptist,  Peter  and  Paul,  the  Evangelists  and  St. Stephen  are  in  general 
agreement  all  four  systems*\  The  lessons  for  the  Greek  Doctors,  the 
Syriac  Doctors,  the  patron  saint  and  the  departed  do  not  agree  between 
Cathedral  and  UM.  The  second  lesson  for  commemorations  is  from  Acts, 
except  the  commemoration  of  the  Syrian  Doctors  in  the  Cathedral 
lectionary.  Mosul”^  and  Beth'Abhe  agree  with  UM. 

For  the  two  rogations,  UM  has  a  proper  set  of  lessons  for 
each.  The  Cathedral  gives  a  different  set  of  lessons  for  both  rogations 
which  differ  from  UM  except  Thul.  For  the  Rogation  of  Virgins,  Mosul 
eigrees  with  UM  in  the  Gospel  lessons  of  MonI,  Tuel  and  Thul.  For  the 
Rogation  of  the  Ninevites,  Mosul  agrees  in  general  with  UM.  Mosul  has 
a  different  Epistle  lesson  for  WedVI. 

3.  The  Period  of  Great  Lent 

The  table  of  comparison  of  the  period  of  Lent  consists  of 
seven  Sundays,  seven  Fridays,  and  the  days  of  the  first  week.  Middle  Week 
and  Holy  Week.  In  addition  to  the  lessons  for  the  Holy  Eucharist  there 
are  lessons  for  Lelya,  the  day  service  of  Passion  Friday,  Ramsa  and  Holy 
Saturday  Baptism. 


The  Cathedral  has  a  different  Epistle  lesson  for  the  Comm,  of 
St.Stephen. 

85 

Mosul  gives  a  different  lesson  for  the  Commemoration  of  the 
departed. 


COMPARISON  OF  EAST  SYRIAN'  LECTIONARY  SYSTEMS  87 


The  table  of  comparison  follows: 


Period 

UM 

Mosul 

Beth  Abhe  Cathedral 

1  SunI 

+ 

+ 

-F  1 

1  A  (1) 

Ex  34:1- 
8, 27-end 

A  (2) 

Is  58:1- 
13,14 

B 

Eph  4:17- 
5:5,15-21®^ 

+ 

Eph  4:17- 
5:4;5:15-31 

1  ^ 

Mt  3:16- 
4:12 

+ 

+ 

Mt  3:13- 
4:11  1 

MonI 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

A  (1) 

Gen  1:1- 
20'’' 

1  ^ 

Josh  1:1- 

le"" 

B 

Rom  1:1-26 

+ 

+  1 

C 

Mt  5:17-38 

+ 

+ 

Mt  5:17-32  | 

UM4,  UM7,  UM8  give  here  Eph  4:17-5:22;  UM  9  gives  here  Heb 
4:17-5:22. 


UM3  has  Gen  1:1-18. 


UM3  gives  Josh  1:1-11. 
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Tuel 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+  i 

1  ^ 

Gen  1:20- 
2:8 

1  A  (2) 

Josh  1:16- 
2:12*^ 

B 

Ro^  1:28- 

+ 

+ 

Rom  1:26- 
2:7 

C 

Mt  5:38- 
end 

+ 

Mt  5:33- 
end 

- 1 

WedI 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+  1 

1  A  (1) 

2:18- 

A  (2) 

Josh  2:8- 
end  ^ 

B 

Rom  2:7-28 

+ 

+ 

c 

Mt  6:1-19 

+ 

+ 

UM2,  UM3  gives  Josh  1:12-2:12. 

NL,UM5,UM7,UM8,UM9,UM12,UM13,UM14  give  Rom  1:26-2:6. 
**  NL,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14  give  Gen  2:8-end. 

”  UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14  give  Josh  2:12-24. 
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Thul 

+ 

+ 

+ 

A  (1) 

Gen  3:1-20 

A  (2) 

Josh  3:1-14 

B 

Rom, 2:28- 
3:27^^ 

+ 

Rom  2:28- 
3:8 

C 

Mt  6:19- 
end 

+ 

+ 

1 

1  Fril 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

A  (1) 

Gen  3:20- 
4:17 

1  A  (2) 

Josh  3:14- 
4:10 

B 

Rom  ,3:31- 
4:end’* 

+ 

Rom  3:9-  I 
26  Heb 
13:21b 

c 

Mt  7:1-15 

+ 

+ 

1 

j - 

Sunil 

+ 

+ 

+ 

r=— — 

+ 

A  (1) 

Gen5:19-32 

A  (2) 

Josh  4:15- 
end 

B 

Rom  5:1-21 

Rom  3:27- 
4:12 

1  c 

Mt  7:15-28 

+ 

+ 

+  1 

93 

UM8  is  the  same  as  Cathedral;  UM9  has  here  Rom  3:1-27. 

NL,UM4,UM5,UM9,UM12,UM13,UM14  give  here  Rom  3:27-4:end; 
UM8  gives  3:9-27. 

UM5  gives  here  Rom  5:1-6;  UM4,UM7,UM9,  on  the  other  hand, 
give  Rom  5:1 -end;  UM8  gives  the  lessons  as  Cathedral. 
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Frill 

+ 

+ 

, 

A  (1) 

Gen  5:32- 
6:end 

A  ^2^ 

Josh  5:1-13 

B 

R(^  7:1- 

+ 

Rom  4:13-  I 
25 

C 

Mk  11:27- 
12:13 

18:23- 

+ 

Mt  18:10- 
22 

r - 

Sunlll 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+  1 

A  (1) 

Gen  7:1- 
end 

A  (2) 

Josh  5:13- 
6:6 

B 

R(^  7:14- 

+ 

Rom  5:1- 
11 

1  c 

Mt20: 17-29 

+ 

+ 

Frilll 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

A  (1) 

Gen  9:8- 
end 

A  (2) 

Josh  6:6- 
end 

B 

RomQ7:25- 

8:12^^ 

+ 

Rom  7:1b-  I 
13 

1  C 

Mk  12:13- 
44 

^100 

Jn  5:30-47 

96 

UM8  gives  here  the  Cathedral  readings. 

^  M4  gives  here  Mk  11:27-30. 

UM8  gives  Rom  5:1-11,  Heb  13:21. 

99 

UM8  gives  here  the  Cathedral  lessons. 
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SunlV 

+ 

+ 

-I- 

+ 

1  ^ 

Gen  11:1- 
end 

1  ^ 

Josh  6:27- 
7:16 

B 

+ 

Rom  7:14- 
25a 

c 

Mt  21:23- 
end 

+ 

+ 

Jn  6:1-15 

MonlV 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+  1 

1  ^ 

Gen  12:1- 
end 

1  A  (2) 

Josh  7:16- 
end 

B 

Rom  9:1-14 

+ 

Rom  7: 
25b-8:ll 

1  C 

Jn  5:1-19 

+ 

TuelV 

+ 

+ 

+ 

1  ^ 

Gen  12:10- 
13:8 

A  (21 

Josh  8:1-18 

B 

Rom  9:14- 
30 

+ 

Rom  8:12-  I 
27 

c 

Jn  5:19-end 

+ 

+ 

1 

M6  has  Mk  12:13-34. 

UM8  gives  Rom  7:14-19. 
Camb.Oo.1.17  gives  here  Jn  6:35-60. 
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WedIV 

+ 

+ 

+  1 

A  (1) 

Gen  13:8- 
end 

A  (2) 

Josh  8:18- 
30 

B 

Rom  i9;30- 
10:18^^^ 

+ 

Rom  9:6- 
29 

1  C 

Jn  7:1-14 

+ 

+ 

Jn  7:14-36 

ThuIV 

+ 

+ 

+ 

A  (1) 

Gen  14:1- 
18 

A  (2) 

Josh  8:30- 
end 

B 

Rom  10:17- 
11:13 

+ 

Rom  10:1- 
17 

1  C 

Jn  7:1-14 

+ 

+ 

Jn  6:27-44  1 

FrilV 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

A  (1) 

Gen  14:18- 
15:16 

A  121 

Josh  9:1-15 

B 

Rom  11:25- 
end 

+ 

Rom 

10:17- 

ll:12-15b 

1  ^ 

Jn  7:14-37 

+ 

+ 

Jn  7:37-52 
8:12-20 

103 


UM8  gives  Rom  10:1-18. 
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SunV 

+ 

+ 

•F  1 

1  ^ 

Genl6:l-16 

1  ^ 

Josh  9:15- 
end 

B 

Rom  12:1- 
end 

+ 

+ 

C 

Jn  7:37- 
52,8:12-21 

+ 

Jn  8:21- 
39a  1 

FriV 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

1  A  (1) 

1  A  (2) 

Josh  14:6- 
end 

B 

Rom  13:1- 
end^^ 

+ 

Rom  13:1- 
11 

C 

Jn  8:31-end 

+ 

Jn  8:39b- 
59 

.  . . - 

NL,UM1,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14  give  here  Gen  16:1-17:1- 

end. 

105 


UM8,UM9  give  the  Cathedral  lessons. 
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================ 

SunVI 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

A  (1) 

Gen  19:1- 
7,9-26^^^ 

1  A  (2) 

Josh  21:43- 
22:10 

B 

Rom  14:10- 

+ 

+ 

C 

Jn  9:39- 
10:22 

-F 

Jri  7:1-13 

1  FriVI 

Fri  of 
Lazarus 

+ 

+  1 

A  (1) 

1  A  (2) 

Josh  22:10- 
21 

B 

‘5:1- 

Rojl^i  11:13- 

Rom  11: 

25a  13: 
llb-14:9 

C 

Jn  11:1-45 

+ 

Jn  11:1- 
7a,  1  lb- 
15,17-45  1 

NL  gives  Gen  19:1-27. 

UM8,UM9  give  here  Rom  13:ll-14:l-end,  UM7  gives  Rom  14:11- 

end. 

NL  gives  here  Gen  19:27-38. 

UM9  gives  here  Rom  11:13-25. 

M2  is  the  same  as  UM. 
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SunVII 

Sun  of 
Hosannas 

+ 

•F  1 

1  ^ 

Gen49:l- 

13,22-27 

1  ^ 

Zech  4:8- 

14,7:9- 

11;8:4- 

6,12-20;9: 

9-13111 

B 

Rom  11:13- 
25 

C 

Mt  20:29- 
21:23 

+ 

+ 

MonVII 

+ 

+ 

+ 

1  ^ 

Gen  37:1- 
23 

1  ^ 

Josh  22:21- 
30 

B 

Heb  1:1- 
end'll 

^114 

Heb  1:1-  j 
2:4 

C 

Jn  11:47- 
12:12 

+ 

Mt  21:23- 
46  1 

NL,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14  give  here  Zech  3:7-4:7,l  1-end; 
7:9-11,  8:4-6,12-20,9:9-13. 

112 

Chaldean  Patriarchate  ms  265  gives  here  a  lesson  for  Lelya:  Jn  12:1- 

13,17. 

UM4,UM7  give  here  Heb  1:1-2: 1-end;  UM9  gives  Heb  2:5-19. 
M2  gives  here  Heb  1:1-2:18. 
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TueVII 

1  A  (1) 

Gen  37:23- 
end 

A  (2) 

Josh  22:30- 
23:2 

B 

Heb  4:14- 
6:9*'^ 

Heb  2:5- 
18 

C 

Jn  12:12-44 

+ 

Jn  11:47- 
12:11 

WedVII 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+  [ 

1  ^ 

1  A  (2) 

Josh  23:1- 
16 

B 

Heb  9: 11- 
end 

+  j 

1  ^ 

Jn  13:1-18 

+ 

Jn  12:23- 
43 

UM5  gives  here  Heb  4:14-5:11;  UM8  gives  here  Heb  6:1-9;  UM9 
gives  Heb  2:5-19. 
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NL,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14  give  here  Gen  39:7-40. 
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Paschal 

Thu 

■F 

+ 

+ 

1  ^ 

Ex  12:1-21 

1  A  (2) 

Zech  9:9- 

13,  11:12- 

14,  12:9- 

B 

ICor  5:7- 
9,10:15- 
18,11-23- 
end^^" 

-F 

C 

Mt  26:1- 
6,14-31 

Mt  26:1- 
5, 14-24, Jn 
13:22- 
27,Mt 

26i^5- 

30uy 

Mt  26:2- 
5,14-16, 

Mk  14: 
12a,Mt 
26:17b,- 
24,Jn 

13:22- 
27,Mt26: 
^^25-30  1 

NL,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14  give  here  Zech  9:9-13, 11:4-6, 12- 
14,12:9-end,13:7-end. 

UM7  gives  here  ICor  5:7-9;10:15-18;ll:23-29;Gal  2:21-3:ll;lCor 
ll:29-end. 

M8  gives  here  Mt  26:17-30. 

120 

Chald.Patr.265  gives  a  reading  for  the  Washing  of  the  Feet:  Jn  13:3- 
15,  Mt  26:26-30.  The  rubric  dividing  it  from  the  previous  lesson  is  written 
in  the  margin  by  a  contemporary  hand. 
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Pass.Fri 

Lelya 

+ 

+ 

+ 

A  (1) 

1  A  (2) 

Gal  2:17- 
3:14,  6:11- 
18 

c 

Mt  26:31- 
45, Lk 

22:43- 
45, Mt 

26:45-51,Lk 

22:48-50, Jn 

18:10,Mt 

26:52,Jn 

18:ll,Mt 

26:52-end 

Mt  26:31- 

44, Lk 

22:43- 

45, Mt 

751Z1 

Mt  26:31- 

40a,Mk 

14:37b,Mt 

26:40b- 

44,LK 

22:43- 

44a,Mt 

26:45- 
50a,Lk 
22:48b,Mt 
26:50b,JN 
18:10,  Mt 
26:52a,Jn 
18:11b,  Mt 
26:52b-74, 

Lk  22:61a,  1 
Mt  26:75  | 

121 


M8  gives  here  Mt  26:3 1-end. 
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1  Day 

1  Service 

■F 

1  ^ 

Is  52:13- 
53:l-end 

1  A  (2) 

Dan  9:20- 
end 

B 

Gal  2:17- 
3:15*“ 

+ 

1 

199 

UM7  gives  here  Gal  2:17-21,3:11-15;  UM8  gives  here  Gal  2:17-3:15, 
6:11-19. 
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c 

Lk  22:63- 

-F 

Mt27:l,Jn 

Lk  22:63- 

23:13,  Mt 

18:28  Lk 

23:12,Mt 

27:19, Lk 

23:2-13, 

27:3- 

23:13-24; 

Mt27:3- 

10,19Lk 

Mt  27:24- 

10,Jnl8:36- 

23:13- 

26  Lk  23: 

37,Mt27:12, 

23,Mt 

24-45  Mt 

Jn  19:10, 

27:24- 

27:51-55  Jn 

Lk23:13- 

25,Lk 

1 

19:23-end 

14,Jn  19:12, 

23:24- 

1 

Mt27:15,Lk 

36a37- 

1 

23:19, Mt 

38Jn 

27:17-20, 

19:20,21- 

Jnl8:40,Mt 

22Lk 

27:22Jn  19: 

23:39- 

15,Jnl8:32, 

45aMt 

Jnl9:4-5,Lk 

27:51-56Jn 

23:21,  Jnl9: 

19:23- 

[ 

13-15,Jn 

30aLk 

19:15,Mt27: 

23:46a  Jn 

1 

24-27,Jn 

19:30b-42 

19:16,  Mk 
15:21, Lk 
23:26-29, 

Mt  27:33- 

34,Lk 

23:33,Jn 

19:18,Mk 

15:28,Lk 

23:34, Jn 

19:19-21, 

Mt  27:39- 
41,Mt 

27:45-49,Lk 

23:46,Jn 

19:30,Mt 

27:50-52,Lk 

23:48,Mt 

27:55,Jn  19: 

31-40,Mk 

15:44,Lk23: 

Mt  27:60b 

56  13:56 
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Holy  Sat 
Baptism 

Sat  of  light 

+ 

A  (1) 

1  A  (2) 

+ 

I  C 

Jn  2:23-3:9 

Jn  3:1-8,16  | 

Ramsa 

+ 

1 

A  (1) 

Gen  22:1- 
20 

A  (2) 

Jon  2:l-end 

B 

ICor  1:18- 
end 

+ 

C 

Mt  27:62- 
end 

+ 

+ 

Qurbana 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+  1 

B 

ICor 

15:20-29 

+ 

ICor  1:18- 
31 

C 

Mt  28:1- 
end 

+ 

+ 

Mt  27:62- 
66 

The  UM,  Beth'Abhe,  Mosul  and  Cathedral  systems  agree  on 
the  division  of  the  period  of  Lent  into  seven  weeks,  including  Holy  Week. 
The  only  commemoration  is  on  FriVI,  the  Fri  of  Lazarus.  All  systems 
agree  on  the  Sunday  of  Hosannas,  the  Paschal  celebration  of  Holy 
Thursday,  Lelya  and  the  day  service  of  Holy  Friday,  and  the  Baptism, 
Ramsa  and  Eucharistic  celebration  of  Holy  Saturday.  The  rite  of  the 


123 


UM9  gives  here  Gal  3:27-4:7 
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washing  of  the  Feet  on  Holy  Thursday  is  given  only  by  one  Cathedral  ms. 
The  composite  lesson  read  during  this  rite,  Jn  13:3-15,  Mt  26:26-30,  is  read 
during  Holy  Thursday  evening  service  in  all  witnesses 

The  Epistle  lessons  from  MonI  to  Sun  of  Hosannas  in  all 
systems  are  from  Rom  1-15.  The  selection  of  readings  for  particular  days 
are  slightly  different  in  Cathedral.  Cathedral  has  also  a  continuous  reading 
for  MonVII  and  TueVII.  For  SunI  and  WedVII,  Paschal  Thu  and  Baptism, 
Cathedral  does  not  vary  from  UM.  Regarding  the  Gospel  lessons,  all 
systems  have  a  continuous  reading  from  SunI  to  Sunil.  For  Sunil  I,  Sun  of 
Hosannas,  MonlV,  WedIV,  FriVT  Cathedral  does  not  vary  from  UM. 
Mosul  agrees  with  UM  except  for  the  Gospel  of  Frill,  Paschal  Thu,  and 
Lelya  of  Passion  Friday;  and  for  the  Epistles  of  Sunil  and  FrilV.  Beth'Abhe 
follows  UM  except  Paschal  Thu,  Lelya  and  the  day  service  of  Passion  Fri. 
Beth'Abhe  agrees  with  Mosul  for  Paschal  Thu  and  Lelya  of  Passion  Fri. 

4.  The  Period  of  Resurrection 

The  table  of  comparison  of  the  period  of  Resurrection 
consists  of  seven  Sundays,  the  Week  of  Weeks,  the  Friday  of  Confessors, 
and  the  feasts  of  Ascension  and  of  Giwargis.  The  Friday  commemorations 
except  for  the  Fril,  are  seen  only  in  UMll  and  BAl.  The  Commemoration 
of  Ador  Hormizd  on  Monlll  is  only  in  UM,  Mosul  and  Beth'Abhe. 


SunI  Vigil 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

B 

Tit  2:  11- 
3:7 

c 

Lk  24:  1-13 

+ 

+ 

Lk  24:  1- 
11  1 

\U 


See  Holy  Thursday  table  above. 
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1  SunI  Feast 

Resurrec 

-tion 

+ 

+ 

+ 

A(l) 

Is  60:  1-8 

A  (2) 

ISam  2:  1- 
11 

B 

Rom  5:  20- 

6:  end'^5 

*126 

Rom  5:12-  j 
6:12,  Heb 

13:  20-21 

C 

L  . . 

Jn  20:  1-19 

+ 

+  1 

MonI 

Week  of 
the  Weeks 

+ 

+ 

.  1 

1  A  (1) 

Is  60:  9- 
end 

1  ^ 

Acts  2:14- 
37 

B 

Eph  6:  10- 
end 

+ 

Rom  6: 

12-23, 

Heb  13: 

21b 

I  C 

Jn  14:18- 
15:16 

,i2r 

+ 

Mk  16: 

9b-18,  20  1 

NL,UM4,UM9,UM15  gives  here  Heb  13:20-22 

1 

M2  gives  here  the  same  as  UM. 

127 


M6  gives  Jn  14:18-31. 
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1  Tuel 

Week  of 
the  Weeks 

+ 

+ 

+  1 

A  (1) 

Is  61:1-10 

1  A  (2) 

Acts  2:37- 
end 

B 

ICoj  15:1- 
20 

+ 

Eph  6:10-  1 

18,23-24 

C 

Lk  24:13- 
36 

+ 

+ 

+  1 

WedI 

Week  of 
the  Weeks 

+ 

+ 

+  1 

A  (1) 

Is  61:  10- 
62:6 

A  (2) 

Acts  4:  23- 
32 

B 

+ 

Heb  3:1- 
13 

c 

Jn  15:1-26 

+ 

Jn  13:31-  I 
36  1 

UM9  gives  here  ICor  15:1-20,20-33;  UM8  gives  ICor  15:1- 
12,16:13,14,19-25;  UM5  gives  Eph  4:1-17. 

UM9  gives  here  Phil  2:1-13;  UM8  gives  the  same  as  Cathedral. 
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Thul 

Week  of 
the  Weeks 

+ 

+ 

1  ^ 

Is  54:  1-16 

1  A  (2) 

Acts  6:  1-8 

B 

Phil  2:12b- 

18,4:4- 

7;Heb 

13:21b 

c 

Mt  9:35- 
10:15 

+ 

Mt  16:la,5  1 
b-15  1 

j  Fril  Comm 

Confessors 

+ 

+ 

+  1 

1  ^ 

Dan  3:  25- 
45 

1 

Acts  6:8- 
7:10’“ 

Acts  6:  8... 

B 

Heb  11:3- 

12:3^^^ 

+ 

C 

Mt  10:  16- 
34 

^134 

+ 

+ 

UM8  gives  here  ICor  3:1-18,  16:13,  14,  19-25. 
UMll  gives  here  Mt  9:35-10:16. 

UM2,UM3  give  here  Acts  6:8-7:1,51-61,8:1,2. 
UM8  gives  Heb  11:3-7,  Phil  2:5-11. 

M8  gives  here  Jn  17. 
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Sunil 

New 

Sunday 

+ 

•¥  1 

A(l) 

Is  55:  4- 
end 

A  (2) 

Acts  4:  32- 
5:12 

B 

Col  1:  1-21 

+ 

Heb  10: 
19-11:  11 

Tim  1:17 

1  ^ 

^136 

+ 

+  1 

Sunlll 

+ 

+ 

+  1 

1  A  (1) 

Is  56:1-8 

1  ^ 

Acts  5:34- 
end 

B 

Eph  1:1-15 

+ 

Eph  1:15- 
2:6Heb 

13:21b 

C 

Jn  14:1-15 

+ 

Jn  21:  1- 
14 

UM8  gives  Heb  10:19-37;  UM9  gives  here  Heb  10:19-11:3. 
M8  gives  Lk  24:36-end. 
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1  April  23 

Comm. 

Giwargis^^^ 

+ 

•F 

1  ^ 

Dan  bib- 
end 

1  A  (2) 

Acts  12:1- 

23!^ 

2Cor  12:1- 
I4I39 

Phil  1:12- 
24 

Eph  3:1-21 

c 

Mt  10:37- 
end 

Mt  10:  37- 
42,  19:27- 
30 

Mt  10:37- 
42,19:  27- 
30,  13:9 

Sunlll 

+ 

+ 

+ 

1  ^ 

A  (2) 

B 

+ 

C 

+ 

+ 

BSS=SSS=aE=S==SSB=S= 

137 

Monlll  is  the  Commemoration  of  Ador  Hormizd  in  UM,  Mosul  and 
Beth'Abhe. 

UM2  has  Acts  21:27-end. 

UM8  gives  here  2Cor  10:1-8,11:21-34;  NL,  UM4  are  the  swe  as 
Mosul;  UM3  the  same  as  cathedral. 

M8  gives  here  Mk  16:2-end. 
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SunlV 

+ 

+ 

+ 

•F 

1  ^ 

Is  49:13-24 

1  ^ 

Acts  8:14- 
26 

B 

Eph  1:15- 
2:8*^' 

+ 

Eph  2:4-22 

C 

Jn  16:16- 
end 

+ 

+ 

Jn  14:1-14 

SunV 

Mar  Addai 

+ 

+ 

-ir-ri-f - Ti  r  ■  ■■  ■ 

A(l) 

Is  49:  7-14 

A  (2) 

Acts  9:1-20 

B 

Heb  10:19- 
3^143 

+ 

Phil  2:1- 
11, Heb  j 

13:21b 

C 

Jn  21:1-15 

+ 

+ 

Jn  14:18- 
24,27-  1 

UM8  gives  the  same  as  cathedral. 

Cathedral  does  not  give  this  Sunday  as  the  commemoration  of 

Addai. 

143 


UM9  gives  here  Eph  2:4-23;  UM8  gives  Phil  2:1-5, Col  1:10-20. 
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SunVI 

+ 

■F 

•F  1 

1  ^ 

Is  51:9- 
12;52:7-13 

A  (2) 

Acts  10:1- 
17 

B 

Eph  2:4- 
end'<^ 

+ 

Col  1:3-20 

1  ^ 

Jn  17:l-end 

+ 

+ 

Jn  16:16-  I 

33  1 

Feast 

Ascension 

+ 

+ 

+  1 

A  (1) 

2Kgs  2:1- 
16 

A  (2) 

Acts  1:1-15 

B 

1  ^ 

ITim  1:18- 
2:end’” 

ITim  1:18- 

Eph  4:1-16 
ITim  3:16, 
Heb  12: 

2b, 13:  21b 

Lk  24:36- 
end 

+ 

+ 

+ 

UM8  gives  here  Col  l:3--ll,Heb  11:6,32-12:3;  UM9  gives  the  same 
as  Cathedral. 

145 

UM7  gives  here  the  same  as  Mosul;  UM8,UM9  give  here  Eph  4:1- 
13;  ITim  3:16, Heb  12:2;  UM4  gives  here  Heb  12:2-end. 

1  jg 

M2  gives  here  an  additioned  verse  Phil  2:11. 
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SunVII 

+ 

+ 

+ 

♦ 

A(l) 

Is  6:l-end 

A  (2) 

Acts  1:15- 
end 

B 

+ 

Heb  4:14- 
5:10 

1  c 

Mk  16:9-20 

+ 

+ 

The  four  systems  agree  in  the  division  of  the  period  of 
Resurrection  into  seven  weeks.  Resurrection  Sun,  The  Week  of  Weeks, 
New  Sunday,  and  the  feasts  of  Giwargis  and  Ascension  are  celebrated  in 
this  period.  On  the  Sun  of  Resurrection  the  traditional  Easter  Vigil  service 
is  also  celebrated.  The  Commemoration  of  Addai  SunlV  appears  only  in 
UM. 

There  is  general  agreement  regarding  the  lessons  of 
Resurrection  Sun  and  Fri  of  Confessors.  Cathedral  has  variations  for  the 
Epistle  lessons.  Regarding  the  Gospel  lessons.  Cathedral  agrees  with  UM 
for  Tuel,  Thul,  Sunil,  Ascension  and  SunVII.  The  second  lesson  for  this 
period  is  from  Acts  except  on  Sunl.  Mosul  and  Beth'Abhe  has  the  same 
lessons  as  UM  except  for  the  Mosul  Epistle  lessons  of  the  Commemoration 
of  Giwargis  and  of  Ascension. 


5.  The  Period  of  Apostles 

The  table  of  comparison  consists  of  seven  Sundays  plus  the 
feast  of  Pentecost,  the  Friday  of  Gold  and  the  last  Friday.  On  Pentecost 
Sunday  UM,  Mosul  and  Beth'Abhe  ascribe  a  lesson  for  the  rite  of 
adoration,  where  as  the  cathedral  mss  do  not  prescribe  such  a  lesson 
except  for  Chald.  Pat.  265.  UM  has  the  Veneration  of  the  Body  and  Blood 
of  our  Lord  on  ThuII.  Except  for  Fril,  and  FriVII,  the  Friday 
commemorations  are  given  only  UMll  and  BAl.  They  are  not  included 
in  the  following  table  of  comparison: 
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Period  UM  Mosul  Beth'Abhe  Cathedral 


1  SunI 

Pentecost 

+ 

* 

1  A  (1) 

Ex  19:1- 
10,20:18-22 

1  A  (2) 

Acts  2:1-22 

B 

,148 

ICor  12:1- 

ll,2Cor 

13:11-13 

C 

Jn  14:15- 
17,25- 
27,15:25- 
16:16 

+ 

Jn  14:15-  I 
17,25- 
26,15:26- 
16:1,16:7- 

15 

Fri  of  Gold 

+ 

+ 

"  '  "  " 

+ 

A  (1) 

Is  35:3-end 

A  (2) 

Acts  3:1- 
end 

B 

ICor 

12:28-13:1- 

end 

+ 

ICor  3:9- 
17,16:13- 
14,19-24 

Lk  7:1-24 

+ 

Mt 

10:la,5b-  j 
15,Mk 

6:12-13  1 

UM9  gives  here  ICor  12:1-28,16:20,23,24. 

Ml  gives  the  additional  verses  ICor  16:20,23,24. 
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Sunil 

+ 

+ 

+ 

A  (1) 

A  (21 

Acts  4:5-23 

B 

2Thess 
1:3-12, Heb 
13:21b 

C 

Lk  7:31- 
end 

+ 

+ 

Mt  12:1- 
13.Lk  7:16 

Sunlll 

+ 

A  (11 

Deutl:3-18 

A  (2) 

Is  1:1-10 

B 

+ 

2Cor  3:4- 
18 

C 

— 

Lk  10:23- 
end 

+ 

Mt  4:12-25 

SunlV 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

1  ^ 

Deutl:16- 

34 

A  (21 

Is  1:10-21 

B 

Gal  1:6- 
1013-14,1: 
20-2:8, 
Eph3:20- 
21 

1  C 

Lk  6:12-47 

+ 

Lk  17:5-19 

UM2  gives  here  Joel  2:15-3:5 
UM8  gives  IThess  1:3-13,  Heb  13:21. 

UM8  gives  ICor  3:4-19;  Heb  10:1-19. 

UM8  gives  here  Gal  1:6-1 1,13-15, 20-2:9, Eph  3:20,21. 
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SunV 

+ 

+ 

+ 

A  (1) 

Deut  1:33- 
2:2 

A  (2) 

Is  l:21-end 

B 

ICar  14:1- 
2(V” 

+ 

ITim  1:3- 
17 

C 

Lk  12:16- 
35 

+ 

+ 

Mt  14:13- 
34  1 

SunVI 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

A  (1) 

Deut  4:1- 
10 

A  (2) 

Is  2:1-19 

B 

ICor 

33^^ 

+ 

ICor  8:1- 
9:12 

1  ^ 

Lk  12:57- 
13:1 

+ 

+ 

Mt 

15:21b-28  1 

SunVII 

+ 

+ 

•F  1 

1  ^ 

Deut  4:10- 
25 

1  A  (2) 

Is  5:8-26 

B 

ICor 

15:58-155 

16:end‘“ 

+ 

IThess  1 

4:1-12, 

5:12-28 

C 

Lk  13:22- 
end 

+ 

+ 

Mt  17:10- 
27 

UM8  has  ITim  1:3-18. 

UM9  gives  ICor  14:20-26;  UM8  has  ICor  8:1-9:13. 
UM8  gives  here  IThess  4:1-13,5:12-29. 
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FriVII 

72  disciples 

+ 

^156 

A  (1) 

•  • 

00 

1 

A  (2) 

Acts  13:13- 
24 

B 

Rom,  8:28- 
9:6”^ 

+ 

2Cor  1:3- 

14,Heb,5 

13:21b^‘’' 

C 

Mt  10:37- 
11:16 

+ 

+ 

Lk  10:1- 
12.16 

The  four  systems  agree  on  the  division  of  the  period  of 
Apostles  into  seven  weeks.  The  feast  of  Pentecost  and  the  Friday  of  Gold 
are  celebrated  in  this  period.  The  last  Friday  is  given  as  the 
commemoration  of  seventy  two  disciples  by  UM,  Mosul  and  Beth'Abhe. 
UM  does  not  agree  with  the  Cathedral  lessons  except  on  the  feast  of 
Ascension.  Mosul  and  Beth'abhe  agree  with  UM. 


6.  The  Period  of  Summer 

The  Period  of  Summer  seems  to  be  the  continuation  of  the 
Period  of  Apostles.  The  first  Sunday,  celebrated  as  the  feast  of  the 
Apostles,  is  said  to  be  the  last  Sunday  of  the  Period  of  the  Apostles.  The 
table  of  comparison  gives  Seven  Sundays,  the  feast  of  Mar  Thoma,  and  the 
feast  of  Mari.  The  commemoration  of  Jacob  of  Nisibis  on  Fril,  Simonia 
and  her  seven  sons  on  FriV,  Simon  Bar  Sabbae  and  other  martyrs  on  FriVl 
and  St.Qardag  on  FriVII,  seen  in  UM,  Mosul  and  Beth'Abhe,  are  not  given 
in  cathedral,  and  are  not  included  in  the  following  table  of  comparison: 


156 

The  cathedral  mss  do  not  give  this  Sunday  as  the  Commemoration 
of  the  seventy  two  disciples. 

UM2  here  gives  Num  11: 16-end. 

UM9  gives  here  Rom  8:29-40;  UM8  gives  ICor  4:9-17,  2Cor  1:8-15. 
Vat.  Syr.  22  gives  ICor  4:9-13,  2Cor  1:8-14,  Phil  23-24. 


COMPARISON  OF  EAST  SYRIAN  SYSTEMS 


115 


Period  UM  Mosul  Beth^Abhe  Cathedral 


1  SunI 

Feast  of 

God, Feast 
of  12 
Apostles 

+ 

+ 

A  (1) 

IKgs 

A  (2) 

B 

2Cor  1:1- 
14 

ICor  15:1- 

11,16:13- 

14.19-24 

C 

Lk  14:1-15 

+ 

Lk  14:1- 
15, Mt 

28:19-20  1 

Julv  3 

Mar  Thoma 

+ 

+ 

+ 

A  (1) 

Is  55:4-end 

1 

Acts,K4:32- 

15:1- 

2Cor  1:3-  1 

14,Heb 

13:21b 

c 

Jn  20:19- 
end 

UM3  gives  here  Dt  4:25-32. 

NL,UM3  give  Is  2:22-4:16. 

NL  gives  here  ICor  4:9-17;  UM9  has  2Cor  1:3-14;  UM8  has  ICor 
15:1-12,  16:13,  14,  19-25. 

According  to  NL  Jer  1:4-9,  17-19,  15:19-end. 

NL  gives  here  Eph  3: 1-end;  according  to  UM4,UM7  2Cor  10:4-end. 


116 


COMPARISON  OF  EAST  SYRIAN  SYSTEMS 


Sunil 

+ 

+ 

+ 

1  A  (1) 

1  A  (2) 

Is  3:16- 
4:end 

B 

+ 

Rom  15:1- 
13 

C 

Lk  15:4- 
end 

+ 

+ 

Lk  15:11- 
32 

Frill 

Mar  Mari 

+ 

+  j 

A  (1) 

Is  55:4-13 

A  (2) 

Acts  4:32- 
5:11 

B 

ICor  15:1- 
19 

Phil  1:12- 

25,2Tim 

4:16-18 

1  C 

Jn  20:19-31 

Jn  17:1-26  1 

Sunlll 

+ 

+ 

+ 

A  ai 

Dt  5:1-17 

A 

Is  5:1-8 

B 

^ 

ICor  5:9- 
6:11 

c 

Jn  9:1-39 

+ 

+ 

Lk  12:13- 

II 

2LMt  13:9 

According  to  NL  Dt  4:1-41. 

According  to  UM8,  Rom  15:1-14. 

UM8  gives  here  ICor  4:9-13,  2Cor  1:8-14,  Phil  l:23-end. 
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SunlV 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+  1 

A  (1) 

Dt  5:16-6:4 

A  (21 

Is  9:8-end 

B 

ICor  4:17- 
5:5.6:12-20 

C 

Mk  7:1-24 

+ 

+ 

Lk  12:49- 
13:9  1 

SunV 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+  1 

1  ^ 

^9^3:33- 

A  ^2^ 

Is  28:14-23 

2Cor 

12:14-end 

2Cor 

12:14-13:13 

ICor 

10:23-11:2 

C 

Lk  16:19- 
17:11 

+ 

Lk  10:25- 
37  1 

SunVI 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+  1 

A(l) 

Lev  19:1-5, 
9-15 

A  (2) 

Is  29:13- 
end 

B 

2:1- 

+ 

IlCor  9:1- 
15 

c 

Lk  17:5-20 

+ 

Lk  16:1- 
9.Mt  13:9  1 

According  to  UM8,UM9,  ICor  4:17-21,  5:1-5,6:12-20. 

NL,  UM2  give  here  Lev  23:9-23. 

170 

According  to  UM8,  2Cor  9:1-16;  according  to  UM9,  ICor  8:1-9:13. 
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Sun  VI I 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+  1 

A  (1) 

Lev  19:15- 
19,20:9-15 

A  (2) 

Is  33:1-15 

B 

IThess 

2:14-3:14 

+ 

ICor 

10:14a- 

22,2Cor 

6:11-18 

C 

Lk  18:2-15 

+ 

Lk  16:19- 
31,Mt  13:9 

All  four  systems  agree  in  the  division  of  this  period  into  seven 


weeks.  The  Feast  of  the  Apostles  is  seen  as  the  link  between  the  periods 
of  Apostles  and  Summer.  The  feast  of  Mar  Thoma  and  the 
Commemoration  of  Mari  are  celebrated  in  this  period. 

Regarding  the  lessons,  UM  does  not  agree  with  Cathedral, 
whereasMosul  and  Beth'Abhe  do  agree  with  UM. 

7.  The  Periods  of  Elijah^  Cross  and  Moses 

The  three  periods  of  Elias,  Cross  and  Moses  may  be 
considered  as  a  single  unit  centered  on  the  feast  of  the  Cross.  The  table 
of  comparison  of  the  period  consists  of  eleven  Sundays  and  the  feast  of 
Cross.  UMll  and  BAl  give  the  Fridays  of  this  period  as  the  Period  of 
commemorations  as  follows:  FriTComm.  of  Papa,  Simeon,  Shahdost  and 
Barbashemin  the  Catholicos.  Frill:  Comm,  of  Bulida  and  Theodore, 
bishops  of  Perath-Basrah.  Fri  after  the  feast  of  the  Cross:  Comm,  of 
Constantine  and  Helena.  FrilTComm.  of  martyr  Moses  and  of  Jacob. 
FrillTComm.  of  Gregory  and  others.  FriIV:Comm.  of  Theda  and 
Euphemia.  Fril  of  Moses:  Comm,  of  Yeshua-Sabran  and  others. 
FrilTComm.  of  Antony.  FrillTComm.  of  Mar  Bar-Kosre.  FriIV:Comm.  of 
Rabban  Yozadak.  No  other  manuscripts  give  the  Fridays  as  the  Days  of 
Commemorations. 
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Period 

UM 

Mosul 

Beth'Abhe 

Cathedral 

SunI 

+ 

+ 

+ 

A  (1) 

Dt  6:20-7:6 

A  (2) 

Is  31:l-end 

B 

2Thsp,  l:.- 

Gal  5:16- 
26, Rom 

15:33 

C 

Lk  18:35- 
19:11 

+ 

+ 

Lk  7:36-50 

Sunil 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

A  (1) 

Dt  7:7-12 

A  (2) 

Is  30:15-27 

B 

2Thess 

end^^^ 

2Thess 

2:15-3:18 

2Cor  1:12- 
2:11 

u 

Mt  13:1-24 

+ 

+ 

Lk  6:12-46  | 

Sunlll 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

1  A  (1) 

Dt  7:12- 
end 

1  ^ 

Is  32:1-33:7 

B 

+ 

2Cor  10:3- 
18 

C 

Mt  13:24- 
44 

+ 

+ 

Mt  9:9- 

13,15:29- 

31 

UM9  gives  here  2Thes  2:1-14. 

UM7,UM8,UM9  give  here  2Thess  2: 15-3: 1-end. 
173 


UM9  gives  here  2Cor  9:1-16. 
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Feast 

Cross 

+ 

A  (1) 

Is  52:13- 
53:end 

A  (2) 

Acts  2:14- 
37 

B 

Phil,L27- 

2:ir^ 

+ 

Gal  2:17- 
3:14,6:11- 
18 

C 

Lk  24:13- 
36 

+ 

+ 

* 

SunlV 

Sunl  Cross 

+ 

+ 

+ 

1  ^ 

Dt  8:11- 
end 

1 

A  (2) 

Is  33:13- 
end 

B 

Phil,L:27- 

2:12'^ 

+ 

ICor  9:13- 

Mt  4:12- 
5:17 

+ 

+ 

Jn  9:1-38 

According  to  NL,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM8,UM12,UM13,UM14,  ICor 
l:18-end;  according  to  UM9,  2Cor  9:1-16. 

175 


According  to  UM8,  Eph  2:4-22;  according  to  UM9,  2Cor  9:1-16. 
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SunV/ 

Sunil 
j  Cross 

+ 

+ 

+ 

I  A  (1) 

Dt  9:1-9 

A  (2) 

Is  25:1-9 

B 

+ 

Col  1:3-20 

Mt  17:14- 
end 

+ 

Jn  14:1-14 

Sun  VI/ 
Sunlll 

Cross 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+  1 

A(l) 

Dt  9:13-23 

A  (2) 

Is  26:1-20 

B 

Phil  ,4:4- 
en(?^' 

+ 

Phil  3:1b- 
14,Heb 

13:21b 

1  ^ 

Mt  15:21- 
39 

+ 

+ 

Lk  18:35- 
19:10  1 

According  to  UM8,  Col  1:3-11. 
According  to  UM8,  Phil  3:1-15. 
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SunVII 

SunlV 

Cross 

+ 

+ 

+ 

1  A  (1) 

Dt  10:12- 
end 

A  (2) 

14*^" 

B 

ICor 

14:1,3,12,20 

,21,26.31- 

end^^^ 

ICor 

16:26-40 

ICor  11:3- 
16 

!  ^ 

Mt  18:1-19 

+ 

Jn  4:5- 
30,39-42  1 

SunV 

SunI 

Moses 

+ 

+ 

*  1 

A  (1) 

Dt  11:1-13 

1  A  (2) 

Is  40:1-18 

B 

2^or  i|q23- 

2:end^"” 

+ 

2Thess 

2:15-3:18 

C 

Mt  20:1-17 

+ 

+ 

Lk  18:2- 

1 

14,Mt  13:9 

According  to  NL,UM2,UM3,UM12,UM13,UM14,  Is  28:23-29:13. 

According  to  NL,UM4,UM5,UM7,UM9,UM12,UM13,UM14,  ICor 
14:26-end;  according  to  UM8,  ICor  11:3-17,  according  to  UM9,  ICor 
10:15-11:3. 

According  to  UM8,  ICor  14:26-40. 
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SunVI 

Sunil 

1  Moses 

1  ^ 

Dt  11:13- 
12:2 

A  (2) 

Is  40:18- 
41:8 

B 

end'"* 

Gal  5:16-26 

Eph  5:21- 
6:9 

C 

Lk  8:41- 
end 

+  1 

SunVII 

Sunlll 

Moses 

+ 

+ 

1  ^ 

1  A  (2) 

Is  i4A:8- 

2r” 

B 

Gal  6:1-18 

+ 

Rom 

11:25-36 

C 

Jn  5:1-18 

+ 

Mt  19:1b- 
12,16- 

26,13:9  1 

According  to  UM7,UM9,UM12,UM13,UM14,  Gal  5:16-end; 
according  to  UM8,  Rom  ll:25-end. 

M8  gives  here  Mt  12:1-21. 

According  to  NL,  UM3,  Dt  12:1-26. 

According  to  UM2,  Is  41:17-21. 

185 


According  to  NL,  Jn  5:1-19. 
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SunlV 

Moses 

-F 

+ 

A  (1) 

Dt  12:29- 
14:3 

A  (2) 

Is  41:21- 
42:5 

2Cor 

12:14b- 

13:13 

B 

ITim  5:1- 
17 

•f 

C 

3o1H7 

Mt  13:1- 
23,9 

The  four  systems  agree  in  the  division  of  this  period  into 
eleven  weeks:  three  Sundays  before  the  feast  of  the  Cross  and  eight 
Sundays  after  it. 

Regarding  the  lessons,  UM  does  not  coincide  with  Cathedral 
except  the  Gospel  lessons  for  the  feast  of  the  Cross,  and  for  Sun  VI  of  the 
Cross. 

The  Mosul  lectionary  agrees  with  UM  except  for  the  Epistle 
lesson  of  SunlV  of  Cross,  the  Gospel  lesson  of  Sun  VII,  VIII  of  Cross,  and 
both  lessons  of  Sun VI  of  the  Cross,  where  Mosul  differs  from  all  the  other 
systems. 

8.  The  Period  of  the  Dedication  of  the  Church 

The  Period  of  the  Dedication  of  the  Church  concludes  the 
liturgical  year.  The  table  of  comparison  consists  of  four  Sundays.  The 
Cathedral  has  one  more  Sunday.  The  table  of  comparison  is  as  follows: 


According  to  NL,UM11,UM12,UM13,UM14,  Mt  8:23-9:10. 
187 


M8  gives  the  same  reading  of  UM  for  Sunlll. 
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Period  UM  Mosul  Beth^Abhe  __  Cathedral 


j  SunI 

+ 

■¥ 

1  ^ 

Ex  40: 17- 
end 

A  (2) 

Is  6: 1-end 

B 

ICor  12:28- 

Heb  8:1- 
6;9:1-8,11- 
12 

c 

MW6:13- 

.190 

+ 

Mt6:13-19 
21:12-13 
Mkll:17b  1 

Sunil 

+ 

+ 

+  1 

A  (1) 

Ex  39:32- 
40:17 

1  A  (2) 

IKgs  8:10- 

29lfl 

B 

+ 

Heb 

12:14-2913 

C 

+ 

Mt  12:1- 
13.Lk  7:16  1 

According  to  UM8,  Heb  8:1-9:12;  according  to  UM9,  Heb  8:1- 
7,9:1-11. 

According  to  NL,UM12,UM13,UM14,  Mt21:12-14. 

Here  M6  gives  Jn  21:15-24  instead  of  Mk  11:17b. 

According  to  UM3,  IKgs  6:1,2,38,  8:1-12. 

According  to  UM13,UM14,  Heb  8:1-9:12;  according  to  NL,  and 
UM14,  Heb  8:1-9:15;  according  to  UM8,UM9,  Heb  12:14-end. 

ion 

According  to  NL,UM11,  Mt  12:1-14;  according  to  UM15,UM16,  Mt 
12:1-14,  Lk  7:16;  according  to  UM14,  Jn  2:12-23. 

According  to  M8,  Jn  2:12-22. 
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Sunlll 

+ 

+ 

+  1 

1  A  (1) 

Num  7:1- 
11,9:15-21 

1  ^ 

16^^^ 

B 

Heb  9:5- 
16>^« 

ICor  2:13- 
3:17 

ICor  3:1- 
17,16:13- 
14,19-24 

c 

23ii#f 

^198 

+ 

According  to  UM3,UM13,UM14,  Num  7:1-11,88,89;  9:15-19. 

According  to  NL  ICor  2: 10-3: 1-end;  according  to  UM4,  ICor  2:13- 
3:18;  according  to  UM7,  ICor  2:13-3:18,  16:13,14;  according  to  UM9,  ICor 
3:9-18;  according  to  UM8,  ICor  12:28-13:end. 

According  to  UM12,  Mt  12:1-13. 

M8  gives  the  reading  of  Sunil  of  the  period  of  Moses. 
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SunlV 

+ 

+ 

+  1 

A  (1) 

Ikgs  6:1-20 

A  (2) 

Ezk  43:1- 

7,44:1- 

6199 

B 

Heb  9:16- 
enc?»» 

lCorl2:28- 

13:13 

c 

Mt  22:41- 
23:23 

^202 

+ 

Lk  11:1b-  1 

4,Mt 

6:13b,  Lk  | 
12:la,19:ll 
b-12a,  j 

12:5b-13  1 

SunV 

1 

ICor  14:1- 
12  ! 

The  period  of  the  Dedication  of  the  Church  consists  of  four 
Sundays  according  to  UM,  Mosul  and  Beth  'Abhe,  and  five  Sundays 
according  to  Cathedral.  The  Friday  commemorations  for  this  period  are 
given  only  in  UMll  and  NL,  as  we  have  seen  in  UM.  Regarding  the 
lessons,  UM  differs  entirely  from  Cathedral  except  for  the  Gospel  lesson 
of  Sunlll. 

Mosul  agrees  mainly  with  UM  except  for  the  Gospel  lesson  of  SunI, 


Acording  to  UM12,  Ezk  43:1-7;  UM3  gives  2Sam  6:1-6,13-20. 

According  to  UM9,  ICor  12:28- 13:end;  according  to  UM8,  ICor 
3:1-18,  16:13,14,19-end;  according  to  UM7,  UM4,  Heb  12:14-end. 
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Ml  gives  the  same  lessons  as  UM. 

According  to  M8,  Mk  8:34-9:9. 
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where  it  agrees  witli  Cathedral,  and  the  Epistle  lesson  of  Sunlll,  where  it 
differs  from  the  other  systems. 

Conclusion 

Among  the  four  lectionary  usages  of  the  East  Syrian  Church 
the  main  point  of  unity  is  seen  in  the  division  of  the  Church  year  into 
different  periods  on  the  basis  of  the  economy  of  salvation.  The  agreement 
is  more  explicit  in  the  UM,  Mosul  and  Beth'Abhe  usages.  There  are  only 
six  times  where  the  lessons  eire  different  from  UM  but  same  as  in  Cathedral 
and  two  times  different  from  UM  and  cathedral  but  same  as  in  Mosul  and 
Beth  'Abhe. 

According  to  the  lectionary  usages,  certain  periods,  with  its 
numbering  of  weeks  and  the  order  of  lessons,  are  seen  to  be  interconnected 
and  appear  as  a  unit.  Such  periods  are  Annunciation- Nativity,  Apostles- 
Summer  and  Elijah-Cross-Moses.  Three  feasts  are  key  of  these  periods, 
namely  Nativity,  the  Feast  of  Apostles  and  the  Feast  of  Cross.  In 
substance,  the  number  of  actual  periods  of  the  Eeist  Syrian  Church  year 
could  be  said  to  be  seven. 

The  feasts  are  the  center  of  each  periods,  and  the  lessons  are 
arranged  in  relation  to  the  feasts.  The  feasts  are  celebrated  uniformly  in 
all  four  usages.  In  addition  to  Sundays,  Fridays  are  seen  as  of 
commemoration.  Days  of  Commemorations  are  especially  developed  in  the 
UM  and  Beth'Abhe  mss.  The  commemorations  on  Fridays  expressed  more 
in  UM,  Mosul  and  Beth'Abhe,  especially  outside  the  Epiphany  season, 
while  the  Days  of  commemoration  on  fixed  dates  are  more  represented  in 
the  Cathedral  system. 

The  lessons  read  on  the  days  of  celebration  in  each  system 
are  not  without  variants.  These  variations  eire  more  evident  between  the 
Cathedral  and  UM  systems.  The  first  three  systems,  namely  UM,  Mosul 
£ind  Beth'Abhe  show  greater  agreement  in  the  selection  of  lessons.  Among 
them,  the  main  difference  seen  in  Mosul  is  the  insertion  of  the  Cathedral 
lessons  for  certain  days.  On  the  basis  of  the  selection  of  lessons  and 
agreement  in  their  arrangement,  these  three  systems,  could  be  said  to 
represent,  as  a  unit,  the  monastic  usage. 

There  eire  continuous  and  non-continuous  lessons,  composite 
eind  non  composite  lessons  in  both  monastic  and  Cathedral  usages.  None 
of  these  can  be  seen  as  a  particular  feature  of  einy  single  usage. 


CHAPTER  FOUR 


COMPARISON  OF  THE  EAST  SYRIAN  LECTIONARY  SYSTEMS 
WITH  OTHER  EXTANT  EARLY  LECTIONARY  SYSTEMS 

The  extant  early  lectionary  systems  which,  for  the  present 
study,  might  be  considered  related  to  the  East  Syrian  lectionary  systems,  are 
the  Early  Syrian  lectionary  system  m  codex  British  Library  Add.  14528 
edited  and  transcribed  by  F.C.Burkitt\  and  the  Jerusalem  lectionary  system 
in  Codex  Jerusalem  Armenian  121,  in  comparison  with  Codex  Armenian 
Paris  44  ^d  Codex  Armenian  Erevan  985  as  edited  and  translated  by 
A.Renoux  .  Actually,  however,  we  shall  see  that  the  Palestinian  Syriac 
lectionary  system  of  the  Melkite  Church  does  not  show  any  rapport  with 
the  East  Syrian  lectionary  system^,  whereas  such  an  affinity  with  the 
Jerusalem  system  is  clearly  manifesto 

L  Extant  Eariy  Lectionary  Systems 

1.  The  Eariy  Syrian  Lectionary  System 

a.  Codex  British  Library  Add.  14528 

The  Early  Syrian  lectionary  system  is  known  to  us  from  Codex 
British  Library  Add.  14528  \  This  manuscript  written  in  Estrangelo  script^ 
contains  an  index  of  the  l^sons  proper  to  the  festivals  of  the  whole  year 
as  well  as  other  occasions  ,  and  the  secular  laws  and  enactments  of  the 


^  BURKITT,  Syrian  Lectionaiy  6-14, 

^  RENOUX,  Codex  annenien  71-235. 

^  For  the  editions  see  LEWIS,  Lectionary  2-ll>5\  LEWIS,  Lectionary  of 
the  Gospels  1-320. 

*  BURKITT,  "Old  Lectionary"  416-424;  BAUMSTARK, 
Perikopenordnung  131-167. 

^  BURKITT,  Syrian  Lee tionaiy  6-14. 

^  BURKITT,  Syrian  Lectionary  5. 

^  Fol.  152-191;  see  BURKITT,  Syrian  Lectionary  5. 
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Emperors  Constantine,  Theodosius  and  Leol  Eight  leaves  are  missing 
from  the  index  of  the  lessons^ 

According  to  Burkitt,  the  manuscript  presents  the  lectionary 
system  followed  by  the  Syriac-speaking  Churches  in  the  fifth  and  early  sixth 
centuries^^. 

b.  The  Lectionaiy  System 

The  Early  Syrian  lectionary  system  observed  in  British  Library 

Add.  14528  contains  the  feasts  of  Nativity  and  Epiphany,  the  first  and  the 

middle  weeks  of  Lent,  Great  Week  (Holy  Week),  the  feast  of  the 

Resurrection,  the  Week  of  Rest  (Week  of  Weeks),  the  feast  of  the 

Ascension,  the  feast  of  Pentecost  and  the  feast  of  the  Cross  on  May  7^^. 

The  Week  of  Rest  (Week  of  Weeks)  is  celebrated  as  the  week 

of  commemorations;  namely,  Monday  eis  the  commemoration  of  John  the 

Baptist,  Tuesday  as  the  commemoration  of  Peter  and  Paul,  Wednesday  as 

the  commemoration  of  the  Apostles,  Thursday  as  the  commemoration  of 

1 9 

Bishops  and  Saturday  as  the  commemoration  of  St.Stephen  .  Friday  of 
this  week  is  exempted  from  the  series  of  commemorations^ I 

The  number  of  lessons  for  the  feasts  in  the  Early  Syrian 
lectionary  system  is  variable.  They  are  from  the  OT,  Acts,  the  Epistles  and 
Gospels,  with  most  of  the  lessons  taken  from  the  OT.  By  way  of  exception 


®  Fol.  192-228;  see  BURKITT,  Syriem  Lectionaiy  5;  For  the  edition  See 
LAND,  Anecdota  1. 

^  The  missing  leaves  of  the  manuscript  are  the  first  three  leaves 
containing  the  first  part  of  the  Feast  of  Nativity,  three  leaves  after  the 
Monday  of  the  first  week  of  Lent,  two  leaves  after  the  morning  service  of 
the  Sunday  of  the  Great  Week.  See  BURKITT,  Syrian  Lectionaiy  6-7 . 

BURKITT,  Syrian  Lectionaiy  24. 

This  was  a  local  Jerusalem  festival  commemorating  the  vision  of  the 
Cross  in  the  sky  witnessed  by  Cyril  of  Jerusalem  in  the  year  351.  Cf. 
BURKITT,  Syrian  Lectionaiy  23. 

BURKITT,  Syrian  Lectionaiy  11. 

BURKTIT,  Syrian  Lectionaiy  10-12. 


EAST  SYRIAN  AND  OTHER  EXTANT  EARLY  SYSTEMS  131 


one  reading  for  the  feast  of  the  Cross  is  from  the  letter  of  Cyril  of 
Jerusalem  to  Emperor  Constantine  .  In  addition  to  the  lessons  for  day 
services  there  are  also  lessons  for  evening,  midnight,  morning  and  midday 
services  for  certain  feasts. 


2.  The  Early  Jerusalem  Lectionary  System 

a.  Codex  Jerusalem  Armenian  121 

The  Armenien  lectionary  manuscripts  make  known  the  early 
Jerusalem  lectionary  system  \  Our  present  comparative  study  on  the 
Jerusalem  system  is  based  on  the  text  of  Codex  Jerusalem  Armenian  121 
(1192  A.  D.)  in  comparison  with  Paris  44  and  Erevan  985,  both  from  tenth 
century,  edited  and  translated  by  A.  Renoux^\  According  to  Renoux  the 
manuscripts  present  the  lectionary  system  that  prevailed  in  Jerusalem  from 
the  fourth  century^  . 

b.  The  Lectionary  System 

The  Jerusalem  lectionary  system^®  seen  in  the  Armenian 
manuscripts  comprises  the  feeist  of  Epiphany,  the  celebration  of  the  week 
after  Epiphany,  the  celebration  of  the  fortieth  day  after  Epiphany  as  the 
feast  of  the  Presentation  of  our  Lord  in  the  temple,  a  seven-week  Lent 
including  Holy  Week,  the  feast  of  the  Resurrection,  and  other 
commemorations  on  fixed  dates^  . 

The  prescribed  lessons  for  the  feasts  and  days  of  celebration 
are  from  three  sources:  the  Bible,  the  Acts  of  the  martyrs  and  the  already 
cited  letter  of  Bishop  Cyril  of  Jerusalem  to  Emperor  Constantine.  The 


BURKITT,  Syrian  Lectionary  14. 

15 

See  Introduction,  5. 

RENOUX,  Codex  armenien  72-236. 

RENOUX,  Codex  armenien  24-26. 

18 

The  oldest  extant  account  of  the  fourth  century  lectionary  usage  of 
Jerusedem  is  seen  in  Egeria's  Diary.  See  Introduction,  4. 

RENOUX,  Codex  armenien  72-235. 
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number  of  Biblical  lessons  from  the  OT,  Acts,  Epistles  and  Gospels  is 
variable.  Most  Biblical  of  the  lessons  are  from  the  OT.  No  Gospel  lessons 
are  assigned  for  the  Period  of  Lent^ ,  indicating,  doubtless,  aliturgical  days 
when  no  Eucharist  was  permitted. 

II.  Comparison  of  the  East  Syrian  Lectionary  Systems  with  Other  Early 
Extant  Systems 

The  East  Syrian  lectionary  systems  are  compared  here  with  the 
Early  Syrian  and  Jerusalem  lectionary  systems.  For  purpose  of  comparison, 
only  lessons  that  manifest  a  simileirity  to  the  East  Syriem  lectioneiry  systems 
6ire  noted.  The  lessons  are  compared  according  to  the  order  given  in  the 
East  Syrian  lectionary  systems.  Each  section  concludes  with  a  table  of  the 
above-mentioned  comparison. 

1.  The  Feast  and  Period  of  Nativity 

a.  The  Early  Syrian  Lectionary  System 

The  feast  of  Nativity  on  December  25  is  the  beginning  of  the 
Early  Syrian  lectionary  system.  As  already  noted  the  leaves  containing 
lessons  for  the  feast  of  Nativity,  except  the  Epistle  £ind  Gospel  lessons,  are 
missing.  Among  the  lessons  known  to  us,  the  Gospel  lesson  (Lk  2:1-20)^^ 
is  identical  with  that  of  the  East  Syrian  systems  for  the  feast  of  Nativity. 
In  the  Jerusalem  lectionary  system,  however,  this  Gospel  lesson  is  assigned 
to  the  vigil  of  the  Epiph^y  on  January  5^ .  Part  of  the  Early  Syrian 
Epistle  lesson(Gal  4:1-7)^^  is  held  in  common  with  UM  and  Cathedral. 
The  sgune  section  is  found  in  the  Jerusalem  lectionary  system  for  the  fourth 
day  of  the  Epiphany^ .  The  other  part  of  the  lesson  (Gal  4:18-5:2)is  read 
in  the  East  Syrian  lectionary  system  for  the  Sunday  after  the  feast  of 
Nativity. 


RENOUX,  Codex  armenlcn  95-117. 

The  Gospel  lesson  is  given  as  the  seventeenth  lesson  of  the  day.  See 
BURKITT,  Syrian  Lectionary  6. 

RENOUX,  Codex  armenien  73. 

The  lesson  is  given  as  Gal  4:1-5:10. 

RENOUX,  Codex  armenien  81. 
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b.  The  Jerusalem  Lectionaiy  System 

The  Jerusalem  lectionary  system  begins  with  the  feast  of 
Epiphany.  Codex  Jerusalem  Armenian  121  prescribes  December  25  as  the 
commemoration  of  Jacob  and  David^ ,  noting  that  some  towns 

celebrate  the  day  as  the  feast  of  the  Nativity^\ 

The  Nativity  is  commemorated  on  January  6  in  the  Jerusalem 
lectionary  system^ .  The  lessons  of  the  Nativity  feast  in  the  East  Syrian 
lectionary  system  are  distributed  on  various  days  in  Jerusalem  usage: 
namely  the  second  lesson  of  January  5  (Is  7:10-17),  the  fourth  lesson  of 
the  same  day  (Mic  5:1-6),  the  Epistle  lesson  of  the  fifth  day  of  the  post- 
festive  celebration  (January  10)  (Gal  4:1-7)  and  the  Gospel  lesson  of 
January  5  (Lk  2:8-20).  Neither  the  weeks  of  preparation  nor  the 
commemoration  of  Mary  in  the  Period  of  Nativity  are  seen  in  the  Eeirly 
Syrian  or  Jerusalem  lectionary  systems.  The  feast  of  Theotokos  is 
celebrated  in  Jerusalem  on  August  15^.  No  lessons  correspond  to  this 
feast  of  Mary  in  the  East  Syrian  system. 


c.  Table  of  Comparison 


East  Syrian 

Early  Syrian 

Jerusalem 

December  25 

December  25 

January  6 

Feast  of  Nativity 

Feast  of  Nativity 

Feast  of  Nativity 

Is  7:10-16,9:1-4, 

January  5  vigil 

6-8 

Is  7:10-17 

RENOUX,  Codex  armenien  229.  The  feast  of  the  Patriarchs  Jacob 
and  David  was  celebrated  on  December  25  in  Jerusalem  until  the  end  of 
the  sixth  century.  See  RENOUX,  Codex  armenien  I,  75-78.  RENOUX, 
Codex  armenien  229,  n.l. 

^  RENOUX,  Codex  armenien,  229. 

27 

See  the  following  section  on  Epiphany. 

RENOUX,  Codex  armenien  217.  The  feast  of  Theotokos  originated 
in  rapport  with  the  Council  of  Ephesus.  See  RENOUX,  Codex  armenien  I, 
180-181;  RENOUX,  Codex  armenien  217,  n.l. 
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Mic  4:l-4,5:2-5,8- 
10 

UM  Gal  3:15-4:7 
Cathedral  Rom  1:1-5 
Gal  3:15-26,29-4:7 
SunV  Gal  4:18-5:2 

Gal  4:1-5:10 

January  5  vigil 

Mic  5:1-6 
fifth  day  Gal  4: 

1-7 

Lk  2:1-21 

Lk  2:1-20 

January  5  vigil 

Lk  2:8-20 

Frill  after  Nativity 
Feast  of  Mart 

Mariam 

Feast  of  Theotokos 
August  15 

2.  The  Feast  and  Period  of  Epiphany 

a.  The  Early  Syrian  Lectionary  System 

The  feast  of  Epiphany,  celebrated  on  Jainuary  6,  has  lessons 
for  the  evening,  midnight,  morning  and  day  services^l  The  four  lessons  of 
East  Syrian  lectionary  system  are  dispersed  throughout  various  services  of 
Early  Syrian  lectionary  system,  namely,  the  fourteenth  lesson  of  the  day 
service  (Num  24:2-18),  the  third  lesson  of  the  midnight  service  (Is  10:33- 
12:6),  the  seventeenth  lesson  of  the  day  service  (Tit  2:11-3:8)  and  the 
second  lesson  of  the  midnight  service  (Mt  3:1-17)'^  .  The  Epistle  lesson. 
Tit  2:11-15  is  allotted  also  in  the  Jerusalem  system  to  January  5  and  6,  and 
to  the  second  day  of  Epiphany  January  7^  .  The  other  two  lessons  (Lk  3:1- 
18,  Jn  1:1-28)  given  for  the  day  service^^  eire  seen  in  the  Cathedral  system 
on  Sunil  and  Sunlll  (also  in  UM  Sunil). 

The  Periods  of  Epiphany,  Rogations  and  the  Friday 
commemorations  are  not  observed  in  the  Early  Syrian  lectionary  system. 
In  the  latter  systems  the  equivalent  to  the  East  Syrian  Friday 
commemoration  of  John  the  Baptist  is  found  on  Monday  after  the  feast  of 


BURKITT,  Syrian  Lectionary  6. 
BURKITT,  Syrian  Lectionary  6. 
RENOUX,  Codex  armenien  77-79. 
”  RENOUX,  Codex  armenien  77-79. 
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Resurrection  ,  of  Peter  and  Paul  on  Tuesday  after  the  feast  of 
Resurrection^^  and  of  St.Stephen  on  Saturday  after  the  feast  of 
Resurrection^^ 

The  rubric  for  Satl  of  the  Period  of  Lent  is  lost  but  lessons 
for  the  commemoration  of  the  departed^®  are  noted  on  that  day.  The 
rubric  given  for  SatIV  tells  that  Satl  and  SatIV  are  days  of  commemorations 
of  £ill  the  fathers  and  all  the  baptized^ .  The  two  Saturdays  of  the  first  and 
middle  weeks  seem  to  be  commemorations  of  the  departed. 

The  Thursday  after  Resurrection  is  celebrated  as  the 
commemoration  of  Bishops  .  We  find  a  Gospel  lesson(Mt  5:1-16) 
associated  with  the  commemoration  of  the  Greek  Fathers  and  an  OT  lesson 
(2Kgs  13:14-22)  associated  with  the  Syrian  Fathers  in  the  East  Syrian 
lectionary  system^^ 

b.  The  Jerusalem  Lectionary  System 

In  the  Jerusalem  lectionary  system  the  nativity  of  Christ  is  the 
unique  theme  of  the  feast  of  Epiphany.  It  is  celebrated  at  various  places 
over  a  period  of  nine  days  (J^uary  5-13).  On  the  vigil,  Janueuy  5,  the 
people  assemble  at  Bethlehem^ ,  on  the  feast  day  itself,  January  6,  in  the 
Great  Church^\  on  the  second  day,  January  7,  at  the  martydom  of 


BURKITT,  Syrian  Lectionary  10. 

BURKITT,  Syrian  Lectionary  11. 

BURKITT,  Syrian  Lectionary  ll. 

BURKITT,  Syrian  Lectionary  6. 

BURKITT,  Syrian  Lectionary  1. 

BURKITT,  Syrian  Lectionary  11. 

39 

There  are  lessons  given  at  the  end  of  the  manuscripts  for  the 
commemorations  of  Bishops,  martyrs,  our  fathers  the  Bishops.  BURKITT, 
Syrian  Lectionary  12-13. 

RENOUX,  Codex  armenien  73. 

RENOUX,  Codex  armenien  77. 
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42  43 

St.Stephen  ,  on  the  third,  Janu^  8,  in  the  Great  Church  ,  on  the 

fourth,  January  9,  at  Mount  Sion^,  on  the  fifth,  January  10,  at  the  Mount 
of  01ives^\  on  the  sixth.  January  11,  at  Lazarium^\  on  the  seventh, 
January  12,  at  Golgotha^\  and  on  the  eighth  day,  January  13,  at  the 
Anastasis  for  the  commemoration  of  the  circumcision  of  our  Lord^\  On 
February  14,  the  fortieth  day  after  the  feast,  the  presentation  of  our  Lord 
in  the  temple  is  celebrated^\ 

Only  two  Epiphany  lessons  of  the  East  Syrian  lectionary 
system,  are  seen  in  Jerusalem:  the  seventh  lesson  of  January  5  (Is  11:1-9) 
and  the  Epistle  lesson  of  the  same  day  (Tit  2:11-15).  The  Epistle  lesson  is 
also  seen  on  January  6  and  7.  Though  equivalents  to  the  East  Syrian  Friday 
commemorations  are  not  seen  in  the  Jerusalem  or  Early  Syrian  lectionary 
systems,  there  are  certain  allusions  in  both  of  latter  systems. 

The  lessons  of  the  feast  of  John  the  Baptist^ ,  celebrated  on 
August  29  in  Jerusalem,  are  identical  with  regard  to  Acts  13:16-42  in  the 
Jerusalem,  Early  Syrian  and  East  Syrian  lectionary  systems;  with  regard  to 
Mt  14:1-12  between  the  Jerusalem  and  Early  Syrian  lectionary  systems;  and 
with  regard  to  Mk  6:14-29  between  the  Early  Syrian  and  East  Syrian 
lectionaiy  systems. 

The  composite  East  Syrian  Gospel  lesson  for  the  feast  of  Sts. 
Peter  and  Paul,  Mt  16:13-20  plus  Jn  21:15-25,  has  an  obvious  pareillel  in 
the  Early  Syrian  system  (Mt  16:13-18:18,  Jn  21:15b-19a),  whereas  the 


“  RENOUX, 
^  RENOUX, 
RENOUX, 
RENOUX, 
^  RENOUX, 
RENOUX, 
RENOUX, 
RENOUX, 
RENOUX, 


Codex  armenien 

79. 

Codex  armenien 

79. 

Codex  armenien 

81. 

Codex  armenien 

81. 

Codex  armenien 

83. 

Codex  armenien 

83. 

Codex  armenien 

85. 

Codex  armenien 

91. 

Codex  armenien 

221. 
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51 

Jerusalem  lectionary  gives  only  the  Johannine  text,  Jn  21:15-19  .  The 
lesson  from  Acts  (9:32-35)  corresponds  in  part  to  the  Early  Syrian 
lectionary  system.  .. 

For  the  feast  of  St.Stephen  celebrated  on  December  IT^  in 
Jerusalem,  there  is  unity  among  the  three  systems  only  for  the  lesson  from 
Acts  6:8-7:2,  and,  with  regard  to  IKgs  21:1-22,  between  the  Early  Syrian 
and  East  Syrian  systems. 

We  find  a  similar  East  Syrian  Cathedral  commemoration  of 
the  forty  martyrs  in  Jerusalem  on  March  9  with  the  same  Jerusalem 
Scripture  lessons  for  the  feast  of  St.Stephen  followed  by  a  lesson  from  the 
Acts  of  the  martyrs^\  Though  the  Evangelists  are  not  commemorated 
collectively  in  the  Jerusalem  system,  John  tfrj  Evangelist  is  commemorated 
on  December  29  jointly  with  Apostle  Jacob^\ 

c.  Table  of  Comparison 


t  SYrifln.u. . . . . . 


j  Tftniiflry  6  Rpiphftny 

lAniiftty  6  RpiphAny 

Tam  1  Ary  6  NAtivity 

1  UM  Num  14:2- 
1  10,15-end 

1  Cathedral  Num  24:2- 
9,15-18,21-24 

Num  24:2-18 

UM:Is  4:2-6,11:1- 
1  6.4-end 

Cathedral 

l:la,4:2all:l-5,9b- 

ll,lt>!l-5 

Is  10:33-12:6 

January  5  vigil  | 

Is  11:1-9 

UM  Tit  2:11- 
3:8,^Cathedral  Tit 
2;l^-3r8,lTim  1:17 

Tit  2:11-3:8 

January  5  vigil  | 

January  6  1 

2nd  day  Tit  2*11-15  | 

Mt  3: 1-end 

Cathedral  Sunil 

Lk  3:1-6,10-14,18, 
21-22 

UM  Sunil, Cathedral 
Sunlll  Jn  1:1-28 

midnight  Mi  3:1-17 
day  Mt  1:18-2:23 

Lk  3:l-18,Jn  1:1-28 

RENOUX,  Codex  armenien  233. 

The  ms  Ereven  985  gives  the  date  as  December  26.  See  RENOUX, 
Codex  armenien  231. 

RENOUX,  Codex  armenien  93. 

RENOUX,  Codex  armenien  235. 
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1  ■  i- '   i  .  1.  II  a  ■  . 

Fril 

CommJohn  Baptist 

Mon. after 

Resurrection 
Comm.John  Baptist 

August  29 

Comni.John  Baptist 

UM  Acts  13:13-34 
Cathedral  Acts 
13:13-14,16-25 

Acts  13:16-42 

UM  Mk  6:14-20 
Cathedral  Mk  6:14- 
29,14:12b 

Mt  15:1-12 

Mk  6:14-29 

Mt  15:1-12 

Frill 

Peter  &  Paul 

Tue.  after 

Resurrection 

December  28 

UM  Acts  9:32-43 
Cathedral  9:32-35 
20:7-12 

Acts  9:1-35 

Mt  16:13-20 

1  Jn  21:15-25 

Mt  16:13-18:18 

Jn  21:15b-19a 

Jn  21:15-19  | 

Frilll 

December  29 

Evangelists 

John  the  Evangelist 

1 

and  Apostle  Jacob 

FrilV 

1  St.Stephen 

Sat.  after  Resurrection 
St.Stephen 

December  27 
St.Stephen 

UM  IKgs  21:1-22 

1  Cathedral  IKgs 

21:1-13 

IKgs  21:1-27 

1  Acts6:8-15,7:51-8:3 

Acts  6:8-8:2 

Acts  6:8-8:2 
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FriV 

Greek  Fathers 

Thu.after 

Resurrection 

Bishops 

UM  Mt  4:23-5:20 

1  Cathedral  Mt  5:1-19 

Mt  5:1-16 

FriVI 

Syrian  Fathers 

Thu.after 

Resurrection 

Bishops 

UM  2Kgs  13:14-22 

2Kgs  13:10-21 

1 

UM  FriVIII 

Cathedral  FrilX 

1  Departed 

Satl  &  SatIV  of  Lent 
Departed 

Cathedral  FriVIII 

1  40  martyrs 

March  9 

40  martyrs 

3.  Great  Lent  and  Holy  Week 


a.  The  Early  Syrian  Lectionary  System 

The  Period  of  Lent,  including  Holy  Week  in  both  the  Early 
Syrian  and  East  Syrian  lectionary  systems,  consists  of  seven  weeks.  The 
Early  Syrian  lectionary  system  has  given  lessons  for  the  first  and  middle 
weeks,  and  Holy  Week^\  The  Period  of  Lent  is  designated  as  the  fast  of 
fort>^^  Among  the  fifteen  lessons  for  the  Sunday  of  Entry  in  the  Early 
Syrian  lectionary  system,  twelve  are  from  the  OT,  and  one  each  from  Acts, 
the  Epistles  and  the  Gospels.  Three  lessons  in  the  Early  Syrian  lectionary 
system  are  identical  with  the  East  Syrian:  n^ely  the  tenth  (Is  58:1-14), 
eleventh  (Ex  34:1-35),  fifteenth  (Mt  4:1-11)  . 

The  lessons  for  the  first  week  of  Lent  are  lost  in  the  Early 


BURKITT,  Syrian  Lectionary  6- 10, 

BURKITT,  Syrian  Lectionaiy  6. 

5T 


BURKITT,  Syrian  Lectionary  6. 
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Syrian  lectionary  system  except  for  the  OT  lessons  of  Monday.  The  first 
two  East  Syrian  lessons(Gen  1:1-20,  Josh  1:1-16)  are  identical  with  the 
extant  lessons  of  the  Early  Syrian  system^  .  In  the  East  Syrian  lectionary 
system  the  lessons  for  the  middle  week  are  continuous.  Regarding  the  first 
lesson,  the  East  Syrian  lectionary  system  also  has  a  continuous  reading  from 
Genesis,  but  the  selection  of  passages  is  different.  The  lessons  from 
Genesis  for  MonlV  (Gen  13:llb-15:5)  and  TuelV  (Gen  15:6-17:22)  ^ 
correspond  to  the  East  Syrian  continuous  reading  from  WedIV  to  SunV 
(Gen  13-16:16),  whereas  the  second  and  third  lections  do  not  coixespond 
to  those  of  the  East  Syrian  lectionary  system. 

Although  the  Gospel  lessons  for  the  middle  week  except  Thursday  and 
Friday  are  from  John  in  both  systems,  the  selection  of  the  passages  is 
differenr^ 

Holy  Week  is  named  as  the  Great  Week  of  Unleavened  Bread 
in  the  Early  Syrian  lectionary  system,  and  the  Sunday  of  Hoseinneis  as  the 
Sunday  of  the  Great  Week.  There  axe  lessons  for  the  evening,  morning  eind 
day  services  in  the  Early  Syrian  lectionary  system;  but  the  folia  of  the  day 
service  are  missing  in  the  manuscript,  rendering  comparison  is 
impossible”  . 

Among  the  Early  Sraan  lessons  for  Tuesday  in  Holy  Week, 
the  Gospel  lesson  (Jn  12:34-50)”^  corresponds  with  the  Cathedral  lesson, 
and  the  other  Gospel  lesson  of  the  same  day(Mt  24:3-14)  coincides  with 
that  in  the  Jerusalem  system(Mt  24:l+3)^l  Thursday  of  Holy  Week  has 
of  two  lessons  for  the  evening  service  and  sixteen  lessons  for  the  day 
service  in  the  Early  Syrian  lectionary  system”\  The  first  OT  lesson  (Ex 
12:1-28)  is  identical  in  all  three  systems.  The  East  Syriein  Epistle  lesson 
coincides  partly  with  the  corresponding  Early  Syrian  (ICor  11:17-34)  and 


BURKITT,  Syrian  Lectionary  6. 

BURKITT,  Syrian  Lectionary  6-7. 

BURKITT,  Syrian  Lectionary  6-7. 

BURKITT,  Syrian  Lectionary  7. 

BURKITT,  Syrian  Lectionary  7-8. 

RENOUX,  Codex  armenien  125. 
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BURKITT,  Syrian  Lectionary 
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Jerusalem(lCor  ll:23-end)  readings^^  The  Gospel  lesson(Mt  26:17-35) 
found  in  UM  is  partly  identical  with  Early  Syrian  lectionary  system.  Mt 
26:14-16  is  read  for  the  evening  service  in  the  Early  Syrian  system, 
though  the  East  Syrian  lectioneiry  gives  a  more  extensive  section  of  the 
same  chapter. 

The  Early  Syrian  lectionaiy  system  provides  Friday  services  for 
evening,  night,  morning,  the  ninth  hour,  midday,  from  midday  to  the  third 
hour  and  at  the  third  hour.  The  lessons  are  selected  for  their  suitability  to 
the  time  of  the  services.  The  morning  service  of  the  Early  Syrian  lectionary 
has  a  Epistle  lesson  similar  to  the  one  of  Cathedral  Lelya(Gal  6: 14-end). 
This  agrees  with  the  Jerusalem  system  too(Gal  6:14-18)°  .  The  eleventh 
lesson  (Is  52:13-53:12)  of  the  Early  Syrian  lectionary  has  a  similar  lesson 
in  East  Syrian  lectionary  system. 

Holy  Saturday  is  provided  an  evening  service  and  a  day  service 
in  the  Early  Syriein  lectionary  system.  The  lessons  are  not  identical  with 
those  of  East  Syrian  lectionary  system  except  for  the  Gospel  lesson  (Mt 
27:62-66)°^,  also  found  for  Ramsa  of  UM  and  Qurbana  of  the  Cathedral 
system. 

b.  The  Jerusalem  Lectionary  System 

The  Jerusalem  Lectionary  system,  like  the  Early  Syrian  and 
East  Syrian,  has  seven  weeks  of  Lent  including  Holy  Week.  Lessons  are 
given  for  Sunl,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays,  the  second  week  of  Lent,  SatVI 
of  Lent  and  Holy  Week°\  SatVI  in  the  Jerusalem  Lectionary  system  is  the 
Saturday  of  Lazarus' .  From  the  nineteen  lessons  for  the  Sunday  of  Entry 
to  Lent  seen  in  Jerusalem  lectionary  system,  ten  are  from  the  Epistles  and 
others  are  from  OT.  They  do  not  correspond  to  the  East  Syrian  lectionary 


RENOUX,  Codex  armenien  129. 
BURKITT,  Syrian  Lectionary  S. 
RENOUX,  Codex  armenien  149. 
BURKITT,  Syrian  Lectionary  9. 
RENOUX,  Codex  armenien  93-157. 
RENOUX,  Codex  armenien  117. 
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system.  The  Jerusalem  lectionary  system  notes  that  t^ese  lessons  are  meant 
to  instruct  the  catechumens  to  prepare  for  Baptism  . 

Gospel  lessons,  and  lessons  for  Sundays  between  the  first 
Sunday  of  Lent  and  Palm  Sunday,  are  not  given  throughout  the  Period  of 
Lent  except  for  the  Saturday  of  Lazeirus  and  Holy  Week.  The  lessons  given 
are  not  related  to  those  in  the  East  Syriein  lectionary  system.  The  Jerusalem 
lectionary  system  has  certain  lessons  parallel  to  the  Early  Syrian  lectionary 
system:  the  OT  lesson  (Mic  4:1-7)'^  for  Wednesday  of  the  second  week 
is  parallel  to  that  of  Tuesday  of  the  Early  Syriein  mid^e  week'^;  the  OT 
lesson  (Jer  2:31-3:16)  of  Thursday  of  tlie  second  week'^  is  parallel  to  that 
of  the  Eeirly  Syriein  Tuesday(Jer  2: 1-3:5)  emd  Wednesday  (Jer  3:6-21)^^;  Is 
40:1-7  of  the  same  day  is  parallel  to  the  Early  Syrian  Thursday  of  the 
middle  week  \ 

Friday  of  Leizarus  heis  traces  in  the  celebration  of  Leizeirus 
Saturday  in  the  Jeruseilem  lectioneiry  system^\  The  latter  system  gives 
lessons  for  Palm  Sunday'^  in  the  Great  Church,  and  psalms  are  recited  on 
the  Mount  of  Olives.  The  Gospel  lesson(Mt  20:29-21:17)  of  the  day 
service  is  identical  with  that  in  the  East  Syrian  lectioneiry  system. 

Holy  Week  is  celebrated  in  Jeruseilem  at  different  places  emd 
at  various  times  of  the  week  according  to  the  appropriateness  of  time  and 
place  with  the  mystery  commemorated.  The  lessons  from  Genesis,  seen  in 
Jerusalem  for  Monday  (Gen  1:1-3:24),  Tuesday  (Gen  6:9-9:17),  Wednesday 


71 

The  catechumens  are  enrolled  on  this  Sunday.  RENOUX,  Codex 
arm^nien  95. 

RENOUX,  Codex  armenjen  105. 

BURKITT,  Syrian  Lectionary  7. 

RENOUX,  Codex  armenien  107. 

BURKITT,  Syrian  Lectionary  7. 

BURKITT,  Syrian  Lectionary  1. 

^  RENOUX,  Codex  armenien  117-119. 

RENOUX,  Codex  armenien  119-121. 
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79 

(18:1-19:30)  of  Holy  Week,  are  found  in  the  East  Syrian  course  readings 
from  MonI  to  Thul  (Gen  1:1-3:20),  from  Frill  to  SunlV  (Gen  5:32-11:1) 
and  from  FriV  to  Fri  VI  (Gen  18:1-19:30).  Mt  26:14,16  of  the  Wednesday 
Jerusalem  evening  service  corresponds  to  the  peirallel  lection  of  the  Early 
Syrian  lectionary  system”  . 

Stational  litm^ies  are  celebrated  on  Holy  Thursday”^  and  on 
Holy  Friday  in  Jerusalem  .  Among  the  Thursday  lessons,  Acts  TI5-20, 
and  Is  61:1-6  coincide  with  the  Early  Syrian  lectionary  system” \  The 
Friday  lessons  (Phil  2:5-Tl;  ICor  1:18-31)  also  correspond  to  the  Early 
Syrian  lectionary  system”^  The  Gospel  passages,  composite  in  all  three 
systems,  are  chosen  according  to  the  appropriateness  of  time  and  place. 

c.  Table  of  Comparison 


East  Syrian  Early  Syrian  Jerusalem 


1  SunI  of  Lent 

SunI  of  Lent 

SunI  of  Lent 
inscription  of  the 
names 

catechumenate 

1  Ex  34:1-8, 27-end 

Ex  34:1-35 

Is  58:1-13,14 

Is  58:1-14 

Mt  3:16-4:12 

Mt  4:1-11 

1 

RENOUX,  Codex  armenJen  121-127. 

BURKITT,  Syrian  Lectionary  8. 

81 

Wednesday  evening  sevice  at  the  Anastasis,  Thursday  morning  at  the 
Great  Church,  Holy  Eucharist  at  the  Great  Church  and  before  the  Cross. 
Then  they  ascend  to  Mount  Sion,  with  evening  service  at  the  Mount  of 
Olives  and  the  Vigil  at  Mount  of  Olives  and  Gethsemeni.  See  RENOUX, 
Codex  armenien  127-141. 

82 

On  Friday  the  day  service  and  adoration  of  the  Cross  at  Golgotha, 
evening  service  at  the  Great  Church.  See  RENOUX,  Codex  armenien 
141-156. 

BURKITT,  Syrian  Lectionary  8. 

BURKITT,  Syrian  Lectionary  9. 
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MonI  of  Lent 

MonI  of  Lent 

Gen  1:1-20 

Gen  1:1-2:14 

Josh  1:1-16 

Josh  1:1-16 

continuous  reading 
from  Monl-Thul 

Gen  1:1-3:20 

MonVII  Gen  1:1- 
3:24 

continuous  reading 
from  Frill-SunlV 

Gen  5:32-Gen  11:1- 
end 

TueVII  Gen  6:9-9:17 

continuous  reading 
MonlV  Gen  13:11b- 
from  WedIV-SunV 

Gen  13-16:16 

Monlv  Gen  13:11b- 
15:5 

TuelV  Genl5:6-17:22 

1  continuous  reading 

1  from  FriV-FriVi  Gen 

1  18:1-19:30 

WedVII  Gen  18:1- 
19:30 

TuelV  Mic  4:1-7 

Wedll  Mic  4:1-7 

TuelV  Jer  2: 1-3:5 
WedIV  Jer  3:6-21 

ThuII  Jer  2:31-3:16 

ThuIV  Is  40:1-7 

ThuII  Is  40:1-7 

FriVI 

SatVI 

j  Friday  of  Lazarus 

Saturday  of  Lazarus 

Sun VI I  of  Lent 

Sunday  of  Hosannas 

SunVII  of  Lent 

Sunday  of  the  Great 
week  of  unleavened 
bread 

SunVII  of  Lent 

Sunday  of  Palms 

1  Mt  20:29-21:23 

Mt  20:29-21:17 
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TueVII  of  Lent 

Tuesday  of  Lent 

Tuesday  of  Lent 

UM  Jn  12:12-44 

Jn  12:34-50 

Paschal  Thursday 

Thu.  of  Great  Week 

Holy  Thursday  ! 

Ex  12:1-21 

Ex  12:1-28 

Is  61:1-9 

Is  61:1-6 

Acts  1:15-20 

Acts  1:15-20 

ICor  5:7-9,10:15-18 
13:23-end 

ICor  11:17-34 

ICor  ll:23-end 

UM  Mt  26:1-6,14- 
31 

Mosul  Mt  26:1-5, 
14-24 

.  .  .  Mt  26:25-30 
Cathedral  Mt  26:2-5 
14-16,. ..Mt  26T7b- 
24,. ..Mt  26:25“^ 

Mt  26:17-35 

Mt  26:14-16 

Mt  26:14,16 

Passion  Friday 

Fri.of  Great  Week 

Good  Friday 

Is  52:13-53:end 

Is  52:13-53:12 

Cathedral  Lelya 

Gal  2:17-3:15,6: 

11-18 

Gal  6:14-end 

Gal  6:14-18 

Phil  l:28b-2:ll 

Phil  2:5-11 

ICor  1:18-31 

ICor  1:18-31 

85 


For  the  complete  lessons  see  Chapter  Three,  97. 
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4.  The  Feasts  of  Resurrection,  Ascension,  and  the  Period  of  Resurrection 

a.  The  Early  Syrian  Lectionary  System 

Various  services  at  different  times  of  the  day^°  are  provided 
for  the  feast  of  Resurrection  in  the  Early  Syrian  lectionary  systerir  .  They 
are  organized  in  a  pattern  derived  from  the  stationed  services  in  the 
lectionary  system  of  Jerusedem^\  The  seven  lessons  of  the  evening 
service(Gen  12:1-19,  Jon  l:17-end,  Is  60:1-22,  2Kgs  2:1-15,  Dan  3:23-4:3, 
ICor  15:1-11,  Mt  28:1-20)  and  the  Gospel  lesson  of  the  morning  service 
(Mk  16:2-end),  one  lesson  of  the  day  service(Ezk  37:1-14)  and  the  Gospel 
lesson  of  the  evening  service  (Jn  20:  19-25)  all  have  their  parallels  in  the 
Jerusalem  lectionary  system”\ 

The  first  OT  lesson  of  Ramsa  of  UM  (Gen  22:1-20),  the  NT 
lessons  of  Qurbana  of  UM  (ICor  15:20-29,  Mt  28: 1-end),  the  Gospel 
lesson  of  the  Paschal  vigil  of  the  Eeist  Syrian  lectionary  system  (Lk  24:1-13), 
and  the  two  lessons  of  Resurrection  Sunday(Is  60:1-8,  ISam  2:1-10)  all 
have  corresponding  lessons  in  the  Early  Syrian  lectionary  system.  Among 
them,  four  lessons  (Gen  22:1-20,  Lk  24:1-13,  ISam  2:1-10,  Jn  20:1-19) 
conform  only  with  the  Early  Syrian  lectionary  system,  and  not  with  the 
Jerusalem  system. 

The  Week  Weeks,  known  as  the  Week  of  Rest,  has  five 
days  of  commemorations^  \  No  equivalent  to  the  East  Syriein  Friday  of 
Confessors  is  known  in  the  Early  Syrian  lectionary  system.  New  Sunday, 


oe 

The  services  given  in  the  Early  Syrian  lectionary  system  are  the 
evening  service  at  the  moment  of  ablution,  the  evening  service  when  it 
dawns  into  Sunday,  the  morning,  day  and  evening  services  of  Sunday.  See 
BURKITT,  Syrian  Lectionary  9-10. 

BURKITT,  Syrian  Lectionary  9-10. 

RENOUX,  Codex  armenien  157-175. 

RENOUX,  Codex  armenien  157-175. 

The  commemorations  are  of  John  the  Baptist  on  Monday,  the 
Apostles  Peter  and  Paul  on  Tuesday,  the  Holy  Apostles  on  Wednesday, 
Bishops  on  Thursday,  St.Stephen  on  Saturday.  See  BURKITT,  Syrian 
Lectionary  10-11. 
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91 

known  as  the  Sunday  ^ter  the  Week  of  Rest  ,  has  the  same  Gospel 
lesson  (Jn  20:26-21:14)^^  as  the  East  Syrian  system.  The  Early  Syrian  feast 
of  Ascension  has  complete  conformity  with  the  East  Syrian  lectionary 
system  regarding  the  Biblical  pericope,  except  for  the  Cathedral  Epistle 
lesson. 

b.  The  Jerusalem  Lectionary  System 

The  feast  of  the  Resurrection  was  celebrated  in  Jerusalem 
with  stational  services^ .  The  celebration  of  the  sacraments  of  Initiation 
seen  in  Jerusalem  is  an  aspect  also  known  in  the  Early  Syrian  and  East 
Syrian  lectionary  systems.  From  the  Bibliced  pericopes,  one  lesson  for 
Saturday  Ramsa  (Jon  2:1 -end)  of  the  East  Syrian  lectionary  system  which 
does  not  correspond  with  the  Early  Syrian  lectionary,  does  have  a  parallel 
lesson  in  the  Jerusalem  lectionary  system. 

The  Week  of  Weeks  is  celebrated  in  Jerusalem  with  stational 
liturgies^^  and  is  concluded  with  lessons  for  the  mystagogical  catecheses. 
Conformity  with  the  East  Syrian  system  is  found  in  the  lessons  from  Acts. 
The  Gospel  lesson  of  New  Sunday  (Jn  20:26-31)  corresponds  with  the 
Gospel  of  the  East  Syrian  lectionary  system.  The  Jerusaleni  feast  of 
Ascension,  celebrated  forty  days  after  the  feast  of  Resurrection^^  has  the 
same  Gospel  lesson  as  the  Early  Syrian  and  East  Syrian  systems. 


91 

The  Sunday  has  morning  and  midday  service.  See  BURKITT,  Syrian 
Lectionary  12. 

BURKITT,  Syrian  Lectionary  12. 

93 

The  stational  liturgy  comprises  the  evening  service  at  the  Anastasis; 
Lucemarium,  Pascal  Vigil,  Sacraments  of  Initiation  at  the  Great  Church; 
Holy  Eucharist  at  the  Anastasis;  morning  service  at  the  Great  Church,  day 
service  at  the  Anastasis;  evening  service  at  Mount  Sion.  See  RENOUX, 
Codex  armenien  157-175. 

^  RENOUX,  Codex  annenien  175-193. 

RENOUX,  Codex  annenien  201. 
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c.  Table  of  Comparison 


East  Syrian 

Earlv  Syrian 

Jerusalem 

Resurrection 

Feast 

Resurrection  Feast 

Resurrection  Feast 

Gen  22:1-20 

Gen  12:1-18  Gen 
22:1-20 

Gen  12:1-18 

Jon  2: 1-end 

Jon  1: 17-end 

Jon  1:1-4:11 

Is  60:1-18 

Is  60:1-22 

Is60:1.2.5.13 

ISam  2:1-10 

2Kgs  2:1-15  ISam 
2:1-10 

2Kgs  2:1-22 

Dein  3:23-4:3 

Dan  3:1-35,  35- 
51.52-90 

ICor  15:1-11 

ICor  15:1-11 

Mt  28:1 -end  Lk 
24:1-13 

Mt  28:1-20 

Lk  24:1-12 

Mt  18:1-20 

Jn  20:1-19 

Mk  16:2-end  Ezk 
37:1-14 

Jn  20:1-19 

Jn  20:19-25 

Mk  16:18 

Ez  37:1-14 

Jn  20:19-25 

New  Sunday 

Sunday  after 
Resurrection 

Sunday  after 
Resurrection 

Jn  20: 19-end 

Jn  20:26-21:14 

Jn  20:26-31 

Ascension  Feast 

Ascension  Feast 

Ascension  Feast 

2Kgs  2:1-16 

2Kgs  2:1-18 

Acts  1:1-15 

Acts  1:1-11 

UM  ITim  l:18-2:end 

ITim  1:18-3:16 

Mosul  ITim  1:18-2: 
end,  3:14-16 

1  Lk  24:36-end 

Lk  24:36-end 

Lk  24:36-end 
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5.  The  Feast  of  Pentecost,  the  Period  and  Feast  of  the  Apostles,  and  the 
Period  of  Summer 

a.  The  Early  Syrian  Lectionary  system 

The  Feast  of  Pentecost  is  tenned  in  the  Eeirly  Syri8Ln 
lectionary  system  the  Sunday  of  the  completion  of  Pentecost^\  No  special 
mbrics  or  services  eire  given  for  the  celebration.  The  lessons  of  the  East 
Syrian  lectioneoy  system  fully  conform  to  the  last  four  lessons  (Ex  19:1- 
20:17,  Acts  2:1-21,  ICor  12:1-27,  Jn  14:15-27)  of  the  Early  Syrian 
lectionary  system^\  Neither  the  East  Syrian  Period  of  the  Apostles  nor  the 
celebration  of  the  Friday  of  Gold,  can  be  traced  to  the  Early  Syrian 
lectionary  system. 

It  is  remarkable  to  note  that  in  the  Early  Syrian  lectionary 
system  there  is  a  commernoration  of  the  Apostles  on  Wednesday  after  the 
feast  of  the  Resurrection^ \  However,  there  is  no  evidence  of  lessons  to 
prove  that  the  Eeist  Syriein  Feeist  of  the  Apostles  or  the  Period  of  Summer 
h£is  the  roots  in  the  Early  Syrian  Lectionary  system. 

b.  The  Jerusalem  Lectionaiy  System 

The  feast  of  Pentecost  in  the  Jerusalem  lectionary  system  is 
celebrated  with  stational  liturgies  at  the  Great  Church^  ,  at  the  Mount  of 
Olives  and  at  Mount  Sion^^.  The  Biblicd  pericopes  (Acts  2:1-21,  Jn 
14:15-24,  25-29;  Jn  16:5-14;  Jn  16:15-24)  %or  the  stational  liturgies  are 
identiced  with  those  in  the  Early  Syrian  lectioneoy  system  as  well  the  East 
Syrian  lectionary  system.  No  evidence  of  a  feast  of  Apostles,  nor  of  periods 
related  to  the  feast  of  Pentecost,  is  noted  in  the  Jerusalem  system.  The 
feast  of  Thomas,  celebrated  on  July  3  in  the  East  Syrian  system  is  in 


BURKITT,  Syrian  LecUonary  12. 
BURKITT,  Syrian  Lectionary  12. 
BURKITT,  Syrian  Lectionary  11. 
RENOUX,  Codex  armenien  201. 
RENOUX,  Codex  armenien  203. 
RENOUX,  Codex  armenien  203-205. 
RENOUX,  Codex  armenien  201-207. 


150  EAST  SYRIAN  AND  OTHER  EXTANT  EARLY  SYSTEMS 


103 

Jerusalem  lectioneiry  system  on  August  23  .  The  rubric  states  that  on 
this  day,  together  with  Thomas,  the  saints  of  Bethphage  are  also 
commemorated^^ .  Identity  between  the  Jerusalem  and  East  Syrian 
lectionary  systems  is  reflected  in  the  two  lessons  (Acts  1:12-14,  Jn  20:24- 
31)  of  the  feast  of  Thomas  eind,  with  regard  to  the  Epistle  lesson  (ICor 
12:26-13:10),  between  the  Jerusalem  Epistle  and  the  corresponding  UM 
lesson  for  the  Friday  of  Gold^^ . 

c.  Table  of  Comparison 


Fast  Syrian  Farlv  Syrian  Tanif^alem 


1  Fp.ast  nf  Ppntpr*n<;t 

Fpa.<?t  nf  PpntRr.n<?t 

Fp.a.qt  nf  Ppntpnn.<;t 

Fy 

Fy  19:1-20:17 

Anti?  2:1-22 

Acti?  2:1-21 

Acti?  2:1-21 

UM  ICor  12:1-28 
Catiiedral  ICor 
12:1-11.  2Cor 
nii-A 

ICor  12:1-27 

UM:Jn  14:15-17,25- 
27 

15:25-16:16 

1  Cathedral  Jn  14:15- 
17,25-16,15:26-16:1 

1  16:7-15 

Jn  14:15-27 

Jn  14:15-24.  25-29, 

Jn  16:5-14,f5-24 

SunI  of  Apostles 

Feast  of  12  Apostles 

Wednesday  after 
Resurrection  Comm, 
of  Apostles 

RENOUX,  Codex  armenien  219-221. 

The  church  at  Bethphage  was  dedicated  to  Thomas,  Philip  and 
Zachariah.  See  RENOUX,  Codex  armenien  1,41-42;  RENOUX,  Codex 
armenien  219  n.2. 

105 

The  exceptional  three  NT  lessons  confirm  that  the  day  celebration 
calls  for  other  saints  together  with  Thomas.  See  RENOUX,  Codex 
armenien  221,  n.5. 

106 


Chapter  three,  111. 
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July  3 

Feast  of  Thomas 

August  23 

Feast  of  Thomas 

Jn  20:19-end 

Jn  20:24-31 

Fri  of  Gold  UM 

ICor  5:6-6:12 
Cathedral  ICor  3:9- 
17,  16:13-14,19-24 

ICor  12:26-13:10 

6.  The  Feast  of  the  Cross  and  the  Period  of  Elijah,  Cross  and  Moses 

a.  The  Early  Syrian  Lectionary  System 

The  Early  Syrian  lectionary  system  notes  that  on  May  7^^^, 
the  day  the  cross  seen  in  the  heavens  by  Constantine,  the  feast  of  the 
Cross  is  celebrated  .  This  is  an  adaptation  of  the  feast  in  the  Jerusalem 
lectionary  system  ^ .  It  is  notable  that  on  this  day  for  the  first  time  Early 
Syrian  lectionary  system  assigns  a  non-Biblical  lesson,  the  letter  of  Cyril  of 
Jerusalem  to  Constantine  .  The  letter  plus  two  other  lessons  (Gal  6:1- 
end;  Mt  24:3-7)  coincide  with  the  Jerusalem  lectionary  system.  Neither  the 
date  of  the  commemoration  nor  its  lessons,  except  for  a  part  of  Cathedral 
Epistle  lesson  (Gal  6:11-18),  correspond  with  the  East  Syrian  lectionary 
system. 

b.  The  Jerusalem  Lectionary  System 

The  Armenian  memuscripts  inform  us  that  the  feast  of  the 
Cross  is  celebrated  at  Jemsalem,  at  Golgotha  on  May  7,  the  day  the  cross 
appeared  in  the  heavens  .  The  feast  of  the  Cross  on  September  14  in  the 


107 

May  7  is  the  commemoration  of  the  vision  of  the  cross  in  the  sky 
witnessed  by  Cyril  of  Jerusalem  in  the  year  351,  described  in  his  letter  to 
the  Emperor  Constantine.  Cf.  BURKITT,  Syriac  Lectionary  23. 

BURKITT,  Syriac  Lectionary  13-14. 

RENOUX,  Codex  armenien  195-196. 

BURKITT,  Syrian  Lectionary  System  14. 

RENOUX,  Codex  armenien  195. 
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East  Syrian  lectioneiry  system  might  be  a  later  adaptation  of  the 
commemoration  of  the  Exaltation  of  the  relic  of  the  cross  discovered  by 
Empress  HeLena  on  the  second  day  of  the  feast  of  the  Dedication  of 
the  Church^^  . 

Another  feast  in  the  Jerusalem  lectionary  system  related  to  the 
East  Syriein  period  is  the  commemoration  of  Prophet  Elijah  on  June  14  ^ 
However  neither  the  feast  nor  its  lessons  are  found  in  tlie  East  Syrian 
lectionary  system.  The  feast  of  the  Cross  and  the  feast  of  Elijali  appear  to 
be  earlier  than  the  Period  of  Elijah,  Sliha  and  Moses. 

c.  Table  of  Comparison 


East  Syrian  Early  Syrian  Jemsalem 


September  14 

May  7 

May  7 

Exaltation  of  Cross 

Feast  of  Cross 

Fe8ist  of  Cross 

Letter  of  Cyril  of 

Letter  of  Cyril  of 

Jerusalem 

Jerus8Llem 

Gal  6:14-18 

Gal  6:l-end 

Mt  24:30-35 

Mt  24:3-37 

Period  Elijah 

June  14 

Feast  of  Elijah 

7.  The  Feast  and  Period  of  the  Dedication  of  the  Church 

a.  The  Eariy  Syrian  Lectionary  System 

Neither  the  East  Syrian  Period  of  the  Dedication  of  the 
Church  nor  the  feast  seen  in  the  Jerusalem  system  £ire  in  the  Early  Syrian 


112 

According  to  the  'Alexandrian  Chronicle'  Empress  Helena  discovered 
the  Lord's  cross  on  September  14,  320.  See  ADAM,  Liturgical  Year  181- 
182. 


113 

The  rubric  for  the  second  day  of  the  feast  of  the  Dedication  of  the 
Church  reports  that  on  the  same  day  the  venerable  (and  vivifying)  cross  is 
exalted  before  the  assembly.  See  RENOUX,  Codex  amienien  225. 

114 


RENOUX,  Codex  armenien  209. 
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lectionary  system.  It  is  remarkable  that  the  Gospel  lesson  given  for  the 
dedication  of  a  Holy  Church  (Jn  10:22-42)  coincides  with  the  lesson  for 
the  feast  of  the  the  Dedication  of  the  Church  in  the  Jerusalem  system^  , 
and  the  Epistle  lesson  (Heb  9:1-28)  conforms  to  the  lessons  of  Sunlll, 
SunlV  of  the  Period  of  the  Dedication  of  the  Church  in  UM  . 

b.  The  Jerusalem  Lectionary  System 

On  September  23  in  the  Jerusalem  system  there  is  a  feast  of 
the  dedication  of  the  Great  Church  at  Jerusalem  .  According  to  the 
Armenian  ms  Codex  Erevan  985  the  celebration  extends  for  eight  days 
though  the  manuscripts  give  stational  services  for  only  two  days.  These 
services  are  celebrated  on  the  fi^t  day  at  the  Anastasis  and  on  the 
second  day  at  the  Great  Church  ^  .  The  lessons  given  for  the  stational 
services  do  not  correspond  to  the  lessons  of  the  East  Syrian  lectionary 
system  for  any  Sundays  of  the  Period  of  the  Dedication  of  the  Church. 
But  the  feast  seems  to  be  an  early  precedent  pointing  to  the  origins  of  the 
period. 


BURKITT,  Syrian  Lectionary  System  13. 
RENOUX,  Codex  armenien  223-224. 

See  Chapter  Three,  125-127. 

RENOUX,  Codex  armenien  223-224. 
RENOUX,  Codex  armenien  223. 
RENOUX,  Codex  armenien  223. 
RENOUX,  Codex  armenien  224. 
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c.  Table  of  Comparison 


East  Syrian 

Early  Syrian 

Jerusedem 

Period  of  the 

Dedication  of  a 

September  23  Feast 

Dedication  of  the 

Church 

of  the  Dedication  of 

1  Church 

the  Church 

Sunlll  UM  Heb  9:5- 
16,  SunlV  Heb  9:16- 
end 

Heb  9:1-28 

Jn  10:22-42 

Jn  10:22-42 

Conclusion 

The  East  Syrian  lectionary  system,  in  comparison  with  the 
Early  Syrian  and  Jerusalem  systems,  reveals  both  its  uniqueness  as  well  as 
its  commonality  with  those  two  related  systems.  Four  phases  of  the  origins 
and  growth  of  the  East  Syrian  system  may  be  noted  by  means  of  this 
comparison. 

First,  the  East  Syrian  system  has  a  unique  character  with 
respect  to  the  other  systems.  As  far  as  we  know,  a  large  portions  of  the 
lectionary  system  were  formed  and  developed  in  East  Syrian  milieu.  The 
developed  form  of  the  Church  year,  distinct  from  the  other  systems,  and 
the  lessons  independent  of  other  systems,  give  evidence  of  its  uniqueness. 

Second,  however,  is  what  it  has  in  common  with  both  the 
Jerusalem  and  Early  Syrian  systems.  The  Jerusalem  system  trEinsmitted  via 
the  Early  Syrian  lectionary  system,  remained  a  model  for  the  formation  of 
the  East  Syrian  lectionary  system.  The  lessons,  as  well  as  traces  of  the 
commemorations  common  to  edl  three  systems,  prove  the  dependence  of 
the  East  Syrian  lectionary  on  the  Jerusalem  system  through  the  medium  of 
the  Early  Syrian  lectionary  system. 

Third,  the  East  Syriein  system  has  particular  traits  related  only 
to  the  Eeirly  Syriem  lectionary  system.  The  particular  lessons  and 
commemorations  held  in  common  only  by  the  Early  Syriem  and  East  Syrian 
systems  show  the  reliance  of  the  latter  on  the  former. 

Fourth,  the  East  Syrian  lectionary  has  the  distinctive 
characteristics  shared  only  with  the  Jerusalem  lectionary  system.  The 
Jerusalem  lectionaiy  system  prevailed  as  a  pattern  not  only  through  the 
Early  Syrian  system  but  also  directly.  The  lessons  and  the 
commemorations,  common  only  to  the  Jerusalem  and  Eeist  Syrian  systems, 
seem  to  witness  to  this  direct  rapport. 
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Among  the  several  East  Syrian  lectionary  systems,  they  agree 
jointly  in  the  matter  of  dependence  on  either  the  Jerusalem  or  Early  Syrian 
lectionary  systems.  The  few  exceptions  are  not  remarkable. 

The  comparison  seems  to  show  three  steps  in  the  development 
of  the  lectionary  system.  The  Jerusalem  lectionary,  the  earliest  extant 
system  and  thus  the  primitive  model,  maintain  a  Salvation-History 
appropriateness  of  the  time  and  place  of  services  and  commemorations,  and 
their  respective  lections.  The  lessons  are  short  and  proper,  the  stations  of 
the  celebration  appropriate  to  the  particular  events  of  Sacred  History 
commemorated. 

The  Early  Syrian  lectionary  system  continues  to  maintain  the 
appropriateness  of  time.  The  lessons  are  fitting,  the  time  of  the  services 
suitable,  to  the  particular  event  commemorated. 

More  developed  and  properly  organized  the  East  Syrian 
lectionary  system  is  more  comprehensive  but  less  appropriate  to  time.  The 
lessons  are  fuller  and  services  are  allotted  only  for  specific  times  of  each 
period. 


CHAPTER  FIVE 


THE  ORIGIN  AND  THE  DEVELOPMENT 
OF  THE  EAST  SYRIAN  LECTIONARY  SYSTEMS 


L  Some  Antecedents 


The  common  tradition  of  feasts  and  commemorations  which 
prevailed  in  the  Syriac  speaking  Churches  during  the  first  four  centuries  was 
a  significant  factor  in  shaping  the  distinctive  lectionary  usage  of  the  East 
Syrian  Church.  The  Doctrine  of  the  Apostles,  a  fourth  century  pseudo- 
Apostolic  work,  is  the  earliest  Syriac  document  to  provide  adequate 
evidence  of  the  liturgical  feasts  and  commemorations  .  The  'Doctrine  of 
the  Apostles'  4-9,  order  the  following: 

1.  to  commemorate  uniformly  the  feast  of  the  Epiphany  on 
January  6^, 

2.  a  fast  for  forty  days  before  the  day  of  the  Passion, 

3.  the  feast  of  the  Resurrection 

4.  the  feast  of  the  Ascension  fifty  days  following  the  Resurrection^ 


^  Cf.  Introduction,  3,  n.  17;  for  the  edition  see  CURETON  26-27; 
trans.  26-27;  see  also  Voobus,  200-211,  trans.  187-197;  for  the  East  Syrian 
version  see  MAI,  SVNC  10,  3-5. 

^  Doctrine  of  the  Apostles  canon  6  orders:  "Celebrate  the  day  of  the 
Epiphany  of  our  saviour  which  is  the  chief  of  the  festivals  of  the  Church  on 
the  sixth  day  of  the  latter  canun,  in  the  long  number  of  the  Greeks.  Ed. 
CURETON,  26;  trans.  26;  V66BUS,  202,  trans  189-190. 

^  Doctrine  of  the  Apostles  canon  7  orders:  "Again  the  Apostles 
appointed  forty  days  before  the  day  of  Passion  of  Our  Saviour  fast,  and 
then  celebrate  the  day  of  the  Passion  and  the  day  of  Resurrection,  because 
Our  Lord  himself  also,  the  Lord  of  the  festival,  fasted  forty  days,  and 
Moses  and  Elias,  who  were  invested  with  this  mystery,  also  fasted  forty  days 
each,  and  then  they  were  glorified".  Ed.  CURETON,  26-27;  trans.  26-27; 
VddBUS,  202,  trans  190. 

^  Doctrine  of  the  Apostles  canon  9  orders:  "Again  the  Apostles 
appointed,  at  the  completion  of  fifty  days  after  his  Resurrection,  make 
commemoration  of  Ascension  to  his  glorious  father.  Ed.  CURETON,  27; 
trans.  27;  VooBUS,  202-203,  trans.  190. 
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The  canon  18  of  the  same  document  assigns  a  commemoration  of  martyrs 
on  the  day  of  their  martyrdom^.  Regarding  weekly  celebrations  the  canons 
specify  the  reading  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  and  the  Eucharist  on  Sundays , 
and  a  service  on  Wednesdays'  and  Fridays^.  The  same  Doctrine  of  the 
Apostles  are  also  cited  in  the  Didascalia  Apostolorum  in  Syriacl 


^  Doctrine  of  the  Apostles  canon  18  orders:  "All  those  who  depart  out 
of  this  world  with  the  good  testimony  of  the  faith  of  Christ  and  with 
affliction  for  his  name's  sake,  make  you  a  commemoration  of  them  on  the 
day  on  which  they  were  put  to  death".  Ed.  CURETON,  27;  trans.27; 
V66BUS,  204,  trans.  191. 

^  Doctrine  of  the  Apostles  canon  2  orders:  "Again  the  Apostles 
appointed,  that  on  the  first  day  of  the  week  there  should  be  service  and  the 
reading  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  an  oblation.  Because  on  the  first  day 
of  the  week  Our  Lord  rose  from  the  place  of  the  dead,  and  on  the  first  day 
of  the  week  he  manifested  himself  in  the  world  and  on  the  first  day  of  the 
week  he  ascended  up  to  heaven  and  on  the  first  day  of  the  week  he  will 
appear  in  the  end  with  the  angels  of  heaven".  Ed.  CURETON,  26;  trans. 
26;  VdoBUS,  201-202,  trans.  189. 

^  Doctrine  of  the  Apostles  canon  3  prescribes:  "Again  the  Apostles 
appointed,  on  the  fourth  day  of  the  week  there  should  be  service,  because 
upon  it  Our  Lord  disclosed  to  them  about  his  trial  and  his  suffering  and  his 
crucifixion  and  his  death  and  his  resurrection.  And  the  disciples  were  in  this 
sorrow".  Ed.  CURETON,  26;  trans  26;  VooBUS,  202,  trans.  189. 

^  Doctrine  of  the  Apostles  canon  4  says:  "Again  the  Apostles  appointed 
that  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  week  at  the  ninth  hour,  there  should  be  service, 
because  that  which  had  been  spoken  on  the  fourth  day  of  the  week  about 
the  suffering  of  Our  Saviour  was  accomplished  on  the  sixth  day  of  the 
week,  while  the  worlds  and  the  creatures  trembled,  and  the  lights  in  the 
heavens  were  darkened".  Ed.  CURETON,  26;  trans.  26;  VooBUS,  202,  trans. 
189. 


^  Didascalia  Apostolorum  in  Syriac  :  The  Commandments  from  the 
Writing  of  Addai  the  Apostle,  ed.  Voobus,  CSCO  401,  SS  175,  41-49;  trans. 
CSCO  402,  SS  176,  36-41. 
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The  Doctrine  of  the  Apostles,  although  the  East  Syrian 
Church  accepted  it  later  officially^^,  influenced  the  regulations  of  the  first 
synod  of  East  Syrian  Church,  at  Seleucia-Ctesiphon  in  the  year  410  A.  D. 
under  the  leadership  of  the  catholicos  of  Seleucia-Ctesiphon,  Mar  Isaac,  in 
the  presence  of  Mar  Maruta,  bishop  of  Maipherqat  and  envoy  of  Western 
bishops  to  the  East,  and  forty  other  bishops^l  The  earliest  attempt  to  unify 
and  fix  liturgical  feasts  and  commemorations  of  the  East  Syrian  Church 
took  place  at  this  synod.  The  canon  13  of  the  synod  made  regulations  to 
commemorate  uniformly  throughout  the  whole  East  Syrian  Church  the 
feasts  of  Nativity,  Epiphany,  Paschal  Thursday,  Resurrection  and  the  forty- 
day  fast  before  the  day  of  the  Passion^. 

Canon  15  of  the  same  synod,  when  enumerating  the  duties  of 
the  Archdeacon,  mentions  that  the  Gospel  lesson  is  read  by  him  on 
Sundays.  It  is  also  his  duty  to  assign  what  the  lector  is  to  read^l  The 
report  of  this  Synod^^  as  well  as  a  letter  of  Mar  Marutha  to  Mar  Isaac 


The  East  Syrian  Church  accepted  the  'Doctrine  of  the  Apostles'  at 
the  Synod  of  Seleucia-Ctesiphon  in  the  year  419/420  A.  D.  under  the 
leadership  of  the  Catholicos  of  Seleucia-Ctesiphon,  Mar  Yahbalaha.  Cf. 
THAZHATH,  Juridical  Sources  80;  for  the  canons  of  the  synod  see 
CHABOT,  Synodicon  orientale  276-284. 

THAZPIATH,  Juridical  Sources  83-84;  CHABOT,  Synodicon 
orientale  17-36,  trans.  252-275. 

^  Canon  13  orders  "....  we  will  uniformly  celebrate  the  feast  of  the 
Epiphany  of  Our  Saviour  and  the  great  day  of  his  Resurrection  as  the 
metropolitan  archbishop,  Catholicos  of  Seleucia  and  Ctesiphon,  has 
indicated  to  us.  He  who  dares  to  celebrate  in  his  Church  or  among  his 
people  the  feast  of  the  Nativity,  the  Lent  and  the  great  day  of  the 
Unleavened  Bread,  alone  and  in  disagreement  with  the  Church  of  the  West 
and  of  the  East,  has  to  be  denied  without  mercy  of  all  ecclesiastical 
ministry,  as  a  corrupted  person,  and  there  will  be  no  remedy  for  him". 
CHABOT,  Synodicon  orientale21\ trans.  KURUTHUKULANGARA,  Feast 
of  Nativity  25. 

CHABOT,  Synodicon  orientale  27 -2S\  trans.  267. 

CHABOT,  Synodicon  orientale  20-2  VMans.  258-259. 
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from  the  same  period^^,  witness  to  further  feasts,  such  as  Ascension  forty 
days  after  Resurrection,  Pentecost  ten  days  after  Ascension^^  and  a  fast  of 
fifty  days  following  Pentecost.  The  letter  also  testifies  to  sanctoral  and 


Marian  commemorations 


17 


II.  Eaiiy  East  Syrian  Lectionaiy  System 

This  evidence  of  the  early  East  Syrian  festive  cycle  is  the  basis 
of  the  primitive  East  Syrian  lectionary  systems,  though  we  find  no  evidence 
what  of  lectionary  system  was  actually  followed,  before  the  development  of 
the  distinct  monastic  and  Cathedral  systems.  The  comparative  study  of  the 
extant  East  Syrian  lectionary  systems  has  shown,  however,  the  clear 
similarity  of  lessons  in  the  monastic  and  Cathedral  systems  with  regard  to 
the  Gospel  lessons  for  the  Period  of  Annunciation- Nativity^^,  and  the 
Sermon  on  the  Mount  during  Great  Lent  from  Monl-Sunll^l  There  are 
also  similarities  in  the  lectio  continua,  though  with  differences  in  the 
selection  of  individual  lessons  for  particular  days.  This  identity  is  seen  in 
the  lessons  from  John  1-3  during  the  Period  of  Epiphany^,  from  Romans 
1-15  during  the  first  six  weeks  of  Great  Lent^^,  from  John  5-13  during  the 


Canons  Ascribed  to  Maruta  of  Maiperqat:  VIII  Letter  to  Mar  Ishaq 
37-39;  trans.  33-35. 

.  .after  forty  days  from  the  Resurrection  the  Ascension  and  after 
ten  days  from  the  Ascension  to  fast  for  fifty  days".  Canons  Ascribed  to 
Maruta  of  Maiperqat:  Letter  to  Mar  Ishaq,  38;  trans.  34. 

17 

"...in  this  way  also  about  the  holy  men  who  in  the  hope  of  Christ 
have  departed  from  this  world,  also  for  them  shall  a  commemoration  be 
made.  And  that  they  shall  make  a  commemoration  to  the  Lady  Mary 
always  through  the  memory  of  the  sacred  mysteries".  Canons  Ascribed  to 
Maruta  of  Maiperqat:  Letter  to  Mar  Ishaq,  38;  trans.  34. 

See  Chapter  Three,  66-71. 

See  Chapter  Three,  87-89. 

^  See  Chapter  Three,  71-86. 

See  Chapter  Three,  87-95. 
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Period  of  Great  Lent^.  Furthermore,  lessons  for  the  feasts  of  Nativity, 
Mart  Mariam,  Epiphany,  the  Sunday  of  Hosannas,  Paschal  Thursday, 
Passion  Friday,  Resurrection,  Ascension  and  Pentecost,  and  the  lessons  for 
the  commemoration  of  John  the  Baptist,  Sts.  Peter  and  Paul,  the 
Evangelists,  St.  Stephen,  Lazarus  and  the  Confessors  are  partly  the  same^l 

These  similarities  between  the  monastic  and  the  Cathedral 
systems  suggest  that  either  one  depends  on  the  other,  or  that  both  derive 
from  a  common  source.  The  latter  is  more  probable,  because  the 
similarities,  albeit  partial,  are  observable  for  the  feasts  and  commemorations 
fixed  by  the  canonical  regulations  of  the  synod  of  Seleucia-Ctesiphon  in 
410  and  for  the  additional  early  feasts  and  commemorations  in  the  report 
of  the  synod  as  well  as  in  the  letter  of  Mar  Maruta.  Partial  differences 
between  the  systems  even  in  this  early,  common  stratum,  are  possibly  due 
to  later  revisions  of  these  lessons.  Similarities  in  the  lectio  continua  of  the 
periods  of  Epiphany  and  Great  Lent,  and  at  the  same  time  differences  in 
selection  of  individual  lessons  for  particular  Sundays  and  days  of 
celebration,  rule  out  the  dependence  of  one  on  the  other. 

The  comparative  study  of  the  East  Syrian  lectionary  systems 
with  the  early  extant  lectionary  systems,  shows,  as  we  have  seen,  that  the 
antecedents  of  the  East  Syrian  lectionary  systems  are  found  in  the  Early 
Syrian  lectionary  system^,  which  in  turn,  was  modelled  on  the  Jerusalem 
system  and  developed  under  its  influence.  From  these  characteristic 
features  at  least  one  conclusion  may  be  drawn:  there  was  a  primitive 
common  lectionary  system  followed  by  the  East  Syrians  before  the 
development  of  seperate  Cathedral  and  monastic  lectionary  systems.  It  may 
be  assumed  that  this  early  East  Syrian  Lectionary  system  was  a  modified 
version  of  the  Early  Syrian  lectionary  system,  modelled  in  the  East  Syrian 
milieu  in  accordance  with  local  canonical  regulations  and  practices. 

III.  The  Origin  of  the  Monastic  and  Cathedral  Systems 

1.  The  Liturgical  Reform  of  Iso  'Yahb  III 

The  East  Syrian  Liturgy  was  reformed  by  the  catholicos  of 
Seleucia-Ctesiphon  Iso  'Yahb  III  (650/651-658).  His  purpose  was  to  fix 


^  See  Chapter  Three,  91-96. 

^  See  Chapter  Three,  67-128. 
^  See  Chapter  Four. 
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the  liturgical  customs  and  traditions.  As  part  of  this  endeavor,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  monk  Hnaniso  of  Hedhaiyabh  (or  Adiabene)  he 
formulated  the  Hudra  in  the  year  650/651  A.  D.,  and  assigned  norms  for 
a  distinctive  and  developed  lectionary  usage^.  The  Church  Year  was 
divided  into  different  periods  with  fixed  feasts  and  commemorations.  The 
hymns  composed  by  the  early  Syrian  fathers,  Ephrem(d.373)  and  his 
contemporary  Jacob,  bishop  of  Nisibis,  catholicos  Simeon  bar  Sabba’e 
(d.ca.34 1-344),  Marutha  of  Maiparqat  (d.ca.420),  Narsai  (d.502)  and  Babai 
the  Great  (d.608-609)  were  assigned  as  was  appropriate  to  the  feasts, 
Sundays  and  commemorations  in  the  Church  yeair.  It  is  generally  agreed 
that  the  East  Syrian  lectionary  systems  of  the  Upper  Monastery,  Mosul, 
Beth  'Abhe  and  Cathedral  are  the  outcome  of  the  norms  established  under 
Iso  Yahb  III. 


2.  The  Origin  of  the  Monastic  Lectionaiy  Systems 


a.  The  Earliest  Known  Manuscript  of  the  Monastic  Systems 

The  earliest  extant  manuscript  evidence  of  an  East  Syrian 
lectionary  system,  if  the  dating  of  the  manuscript  be  correct^,  is  from  the 
seventh  century  fragments  of  a  Gospel  lectionary,  Bodleian  library  Auct.  E. 


^  Hnaniso  was  a  fellow  student  of  Iso' Yahb  III.  Afterwards  he  entered 
the  great  convent  on  Mount  Izla.  He  visited  Jerusalem  on  his  way  to  Egypt 
to  become  acquainted  with  the  lives  and  habits  of  the  monks.  He  wrote  a 
volume  of  philosophical  divisions  and  definitions  and  compiled  a  work  on 
the  correct  readings  and  pronunciation  of  difficult  words  in  the  writings  of 
the  fathers.  See  BO  3,  1,  144-146;  BAUMSTARK,  Geschjchte  201-202; 
WRIGHT,  Syriac  Literature  175. 

^  FIEY,  'Tso  Yaw  le  Grand"  36,  10-13;  BADGER,  Nestorians  22; 
BAUMSTARK,  Geschichte  197-198;  VAN  UNNIK,  Nestorian  Questions 
147-150;  MATEOS,  Lelya  Sapra  27;  TAFT,  Liturgy  of  Hours  225-228; 
KURUTHUKULANGARA,  Feast  of  the  Nativity  19 -SO. 

27  TAFT,  Liturgy  of  Hours  225-228;  FIEY,  'Tso  Yaw  le  Grand"  36, 
10-13. 

no 

^  The  date  of  the  manuscript  depends  on  information  communicated 
to  Macomber  by  W.  Baars  of  the  Peshitta  Institute  of  Leiden  University. 
Cf  MACOMBER,  "Lectionary  System"  492,  n.l. 
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4.  22  .  The  manuscript  contains  portions  of  Gospel  lessons  of  SunV,  FriVII 
of  the  Fast  of  Apostles  and  SunI  after  the  Fast.  They  correspond  to  the 
monastic  lectionary  system.  Another  manuscript  witness  of  the  lectionary 
system  is  the  eighth-ninth  century  fragments  of  a  Gospel  lectionary 
manuscript,  Berlin  12  <Sachau  20 >^.  This  manuscript  contains  portions  of 
Gospel  lessons  for  the  following  days  of  the  Period  of  Lent:  Thursday  and 
Friday  of  Middle  Week,  FriV,  FriVI,  Palm  Sunday,  TueVII,  WedVII,  and 
Paschal  Thursday  and  Passion  Friday.  These  lessons  are  also  according  to 
the  monastic  lectionary  system.  This  manuscript  evidence  pushes  the 
origins  of  the  monastic  lectionary  system  back  to  at  least  the  seventh 
century. 


b.  The  Origin  of  the  Monastic  Lectionary  Systems 

The  origin  of  the  East  Syrian  monastic  lectionary  systems  such 
as  those  of  the  Upper  Monastery,  Mosul  and  Beth  Abhe  are  the  outcome 
of  the  norms  put  forward  by  Iso  Yahb  III.  The  manuscript  evidence  allows 
us  to  assume  that  the  monastic  systems  originated  immediately  after  his 
liturgical  reform.  The  comparative  study  based  on  known  manuscripts 
demonstrates  that  the  lectionaiy  systems  of  Mosul,  Beth'Abhe  and  Upper 
Monastery  do  not  show  remarkable  differences^^.  Hence  one  monastic 
system  might  have  served  as  a  pattern  for  the  others. 

The  colophons  of  some  of  the  monastic  manuscripts  note  that 
the  lectionary  system  was  drawn  up  at  the  monastery  of  Beth  'Abhe. 
Camb.  Add.  2035,  an  Upper  Monastery  Epistle  manuscript  copied  in  1803 
A.  notes  in  its  colophon  that  the  usage  was  drawn  up  at  Beth'Abhe. 
The  other  two  Beth  'Abhe  Gospel  lectionary  manuscripts,  British  Library 
248  of  1206-1207  A.  and  Harvard  Syriac  141  of  the  year  1208  A.  D.^ 
,  also  note  in  the  colophons  that  this  system  was  drawn  up  and  composed 
in  the  monastery  of  Beth'Abhe.  The  manuscript  witnesses  that  the  monastic 


^  See  Chapter  One,  ms  list  n.  14. 
^  See  ms  list  n.  15. 

See  Chapter  Three. 

See  Chapter  One,  ms  list  n.  11. 
See  Chapter  One,  ms  list  n.  52. 
^  See  Chapter  One,  ms  list  n.  53. 
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systems  had  been  established  in  Beth  'Abhe  becomes  more  more 
understandable  if  we  recall  that  Hnaniso,  the  collaborator  of  Iso  'Yahb  III, 
after  his  visit  to  Jerusalem  and  Egypt  devoted  himself  to  study  in  the 
monastery  of  Beth'Abhe’l 

The  large  number  of  extant  manuscripts  of  the  Upper 
Monastery  lectionary  system  reflects  the  fact  that  the  Upper  Monastery,  the 
lituracal  center  which  played  a  great  role  in  the  history  of  East  Syrian 
rite  ,  remained  the  proponent  of  this  lectionary  system.  The  usage  of 
Mosul,  as  its  manuscripts  statedP,  is  a  version  of  the  Upper  Monastery 
system  practiced  in  the  city  of  Mosul.  The  Upper  Monastery  lectionary 
system  has  sustained  its  vigour  up  to  the  present  time  with  ongoing 
developments  and  additions. 


3.  The  Origin  of  the  Cathedral  Lectionary  System 


a.  The  Earliest  Known  Manuscript  of  the  Cathedral  Lectionary  System 

The  earliest  extant  manuscript  evidence  of  the  lectionary 
system  of  the  Cathedral  of  Kokhe  is  the  Epistle  lectionary  British  Library 
244  <Add.  1449 1>  of  ninth-tenth  century  .  This  manuscript  contains  the 
complete  Epistle  lessons  of  the  Cathedral  lectionary  system.  In  addition  to 
lessons  for  the  customary  dominical  cycle  of  the  Church  year  there  are 
lessons  for  the  commemoration  of  Mar  Aba,  Mar  Phetion,  Mar  George,  a 
common  lesson  for  any  saint,  and  lessons  for  special  occasions;  namely  for 
the  dead,  in  scarcity  of  rain,  at  the  time  of  earthquake,  for  the  consecration 
of  a  bishop,  and  lessons  for  a  benefactor.  The  lessons  for  the  Rogation  of 
the  Ninevites  are  given  at  the  end  of  the  manuscript.  For  the  Cathedral 
lectionaiy,  then,  the  manuscript  evidence  goes  back  only  to  the  ninth- 
tenth  century. 


b.  The  Origin  of  the  Cathedral  Lectionaiy  System 

The  manuscript  evidence  of  the  Cathedral  system  in  the 
ninth- tenth  century  disproves  the  argument  of  Baumstark  that  the 


WRIGHT,  Syriac  Literature  175;  BAUMSTARK,  Geschichte  201. 
TAFT,  Liturgy  of  Hours  227. 

See  Chapter  Three,  63-64. 

^  See  Chapter  One,  ms  list  n.  57. 
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Cathedral  lectionary  system  was  an  outcome  of  the  late  Middle  Ages^^ 
According  to  Macomber,  since  the  Cathedral  system  is  attributed  to  the 
Seleucia-Ctesiphon  Patriarchal  Cathedral  of  Kokhe,  it  must  have  been 
created  before  the  patriarchate  of  Timothy  the  Great  (780-823)  who 
transferred  the  see  to  Baghdad^^  According  to  the  structural  evidence 
discussed  above,  the  Cathedral  lectionary  system  originated  with  the 
monastic  systems  in  accordance  with  the  norms  of  the  liturgical  reform  of 
Iso  'Yahb  III  based  on  the  early  East  Syrian  lectionary  system.  The  origin 
of  this  Cathedral  system  no  later  than  the  other,  monastic  usages,  seems 
likely  because  to  the  cathedral  this  system  is  attributed  the  champion  of 
the  liturgical  reform.  Iso  Yahb  III. 


IV.  The  Evolution  of  the  East  Syrian  Lectionary  Systems 
1.  The  Early  Structure  of  the  East  Syrian  Lectionary  Systems 


The  early  structure  of  the  East  Syrian  lectionaiy  system  can 
be  deduced  from  the  manuscript  British  Library  243  <Add.  14492>.  This 
OT  lectionary  manuscript  of  862  A.  is  the  earliest  one  to  give  a 
relatively  complete  structure.  Like  two  other  early  manuscripts,  Bodleian 
Auct.  E.  4.  22  and  Berlin  12  <Sachau>,  it  also  corresponds  to  the  monastic 
system. 


The  lectionary  system  seen  in  this  manuscript  is  divided  into 
seven  periods.  In  addition  to  Great  Lent  there  are  two  Fasts,  the  Fast  of 
the  Apostles  and  the  Fast  of  Elias.  The  division  of  the  lectionary  system 
is  the  following: 

1.  The  feast  of  Nativity  and  the  Period  of  Annunciation  and 
i'} 

Nativity  four  Sundays  before  and  two  after  the  feast  of  Nativity  \ 


BAUMSTARK,  Perikopenordnungen  76. 

^  MACOMBER,  "Patriarchate  of  Seleucia-Ctesiphon"  39; 
MACOMBER,  "Chaldean  Lectionary"  515. 

See  Chapter  One,  ms  list  n.  1. 

In  the  manuscript  British  Museum  243  the  lessons  for  the  feast  of 
Nativity  and  the  Sundays  before  the  feast  of  Nativity  are  not  extant. 
Therefore  we  depend  on  the  Epistle  manuscript  British  Museum  244  of 
ninth-tenth  century  for  this  period. 
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2.  The  feast  of  Epiphany  and  the  Period  of  Epiphany^: seven  Sundays 
after  the  feast^^. 

3.  The  Holy  Week  and  the  Period  of  Great  Lent:  seven  weeks 
including  Holy  Week. 

4.  The  feast  of  Resurrection  and  the  Period  of  Resurrection:  six 
weeks  after  the  feast  of  Resurrection  and  one  Sunday  after  the  feast 
of  Ascension^. 

5.  The  feast  of  Pentecost  and  the  Period  of  the  Apostles:  seven 
Sundays  after  the  feast  of  Pentecost,  known  as  the  Fast  of  the 
Apostles,  and  seven  Sundays  after  the  Fast  of  the  Apostles^l 

6.  The  feast  of  the  Cross  and  the  Period  of  the  Cross:  three  Sundays 
of  the  Fast  of  Elias  and  nine  Sundays  after  the  feast  of  the  Invention 
of  the  Holy  Cross^. 

^  iQ 

7.  The  Period  of  the  Dedication  of  the  Church:  three  Sundays  \ 


Apart  from  the  feast  of  Nativity  there  is  a  commemoration  of  Mart 
Mariam. 

^  Lessons  for  the  feast  of  Epiphany,  for  the  first  two  Sundays  and 
commemorations  for  three  Fridays  are  missing  in  ms  British  Museum  243. 
Hence  we  depend  on  the  Epistle  manuscript  British  Museum  244. 

There  are  Friday  commemorations  besides  the  feast  of  Epiphany. 
Rogationary  lessons  are  given  at  the  end  of  the  manuscript. 

^  The  week  after  Resurrection  ends  with  the  Friday  of  Confessors  and 
the  following  Sunday  is  known  as  New  Sunday. 

11 

The  Friday  after  the  feast  of  Pentecost  is  known  as  the  Friday  of 
Gold.  FriVII  is  given  in  the  manuscript  as  the  last  Friday  of  the  Fast  of 
the  Apostles,  without  any  commemoration.  The  first  Sunday  after  the  fast 
does  not  have  any  feast  of  the  Apostles. 

^  Besides  the  feast  of  the  Invention  of  the  Cross  there  is  a  lesson  for 
the  day  after  the  Invention  of  the  Cross. 

At  the  end  of  the  manuscripts  there  are  lessons  for  the 
commemoration  of  George  and  lessons  for  special  occasions:  in  scarcity  of 
rain,  in  time  of  earthquake  and  famine,  for  the  dead,  for  the  consecration 
of  a  Bishop. 
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2.  The  Pentecontad  Calendar  and  the  East  Sjrrian  Lectionaiy  System 


The  division  of  the  East  Syrian  lectionary  system  into 
different  periods  traces  its  ^tecedents  to  the  West  Asian  Pentecontad 
Calendar^.  The  old  Assyrians'^,  Babylonians  and  Palestinians^^  had  as  their 
unit  of  Calendar  not  a  month,  but  a  period  of  seven  weeks  plus  one  day. 
Their  year  consisted  of  seven  Pentecontads  plus  fourteen  intercalated  days^l 
The  comparative  findings  of  the  old  Assyrian  Pentecontads  with  the 
Gregorian  dates  in  the  study  of  Hildegard  and  Lewy  show  that  the  fifth 
unit  of  this  calendar  started  on  November  27,  the  earliest  date  to  begin  the 
Period  of  Annunciation- Nativity^.  According  to  the  above-mentioned 
study,  the  Syriac  term  'saboe'  means  a  time  unit  of  fifty  days  and 
corresponds  to  the  old  Babylonian  term  'sibutum'  and  the  Hebrew  term 
'sabuot'^^ 


3.  The  Development  of  the  East  Syrian  Lectionary  Systems 

The  present  lectionary  system  seen  in  the  East  Syrian 
Churches  is  the  outcome  of  later  modifications.  British  Library  244,  a 
ninth-tenth  century  Cathedral  manuscript,  is  the  earliest  witness  to  the 
Period  of  Summer.  The  Sundays  after  the  Fast  of  the  Apostles  were 
named  Sundays  of  the  Summer.  Some  manuscripts,  e.g.  Camb.  Add.  1976 
of  1701  A.D.,  designate  the  Period  of  Summer  as  the  Period  of  Hallelain. 
The  Syriac  word  Hallelain  means  'purify  me'  and  is  the  incipit  of  the  onitha 


5°  HILDEGRAD  &  LEWY,  "West  Asiatic  Calendar"  1-150. 

HILDEGARD  &  LEWY,  "West  Asiatic  Calendar"  47-75. 

HILDEGARD  &  LEWY,  "West  Asiatic  Calendar"  75-109. 

"  The  Pentecontad  calendar  has  its  origins  in  the  conception  of  seven 
seasons  and  seven  winds.  Each  wind  corresponds  to  a  god.  Over  these 
seven  gods  ruled  a  supreme  deity.  See  HILDEGARD  &  LEWY,  "West 
Asiatic  Calendar"  25-47. 

^  The  Grst  unit  begins  on  May  1 1,  second  on  June  30,  third  on  August 
19,  fourth  on  October  8,  fifth  on  November  27,  sixth  on  January  16, 
seventh  on  March  7.  See  HILDEGARD  &  LEWY,  "West  Asiatic 
Calendar"  64-65. 

55  HILDEGARD  &  LEWY,  "West  Asiatic  Calendar" 
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d'ramsa  of  the  first  Sunday  of  this  period.  The  name,  Period  of  Summer, 
might  have  originated  in  connection  with  the  summer  season  of  the  middle 
East  when  the  Liturgy  of  Word  is  celebrated  in  the  summer  chapel.  British 
Library  also  provides  testimony  for  the  periods  of  Elias  and  Moses. 

With  regard  to  commemorations,  those  of  particular  local 
significance  were  added  in  most  of  the  manuscripts.  An  Upper  Monastery 
manuscript  British  Library  246<Add.  17,923>  and  a  Beth  'Abhe  manuscript 
British  Library  248  <Egerton  68 1>^  even  give  Friday  commemorations  for 
the  periods  of  Annunciation- Nativity,  Resurrection,  Apostles,  Summer, 
Elias,  Cross  and  Moses. 

The  earliest  OT  manuscript,  British  Library  243  <Add.  14492>, 
prescribes,  only  one  lesson  from  the  OT.  The  present  structure  of  lessons 
from  Gospel,  Epistle,  Taw  and  Prophets,  already  prescribed  in  the 
Apostolic  Constitutions^',  is  observed  for  the  first  time  in  the  eleventh 
century  manuscript  British  Libraiy  245  <Add.  14,705>  of  the  Cathedral! 
lectionary  system.  It  is  the  first  manuscript  which  provides  for  all  four 
lessons  in  the  same  lectionary. 

The  lessons  in  the  East  Syrian  Church  are  appointed  only  for 
Eucharistic  services,  with  the  exception  of  Paschal  Thursday,  Passion 
Friday,  Saturday  of  Light,  Resurrection  and  Pentecost.  The  practice  of 
indicating  the  incipit  and  explicit  among  the  propers  of  the  Eucharistic 
liturgy  in  the  Hudra  manuscripts  is  a  systematization  of  the  Upper 
Monastery.  Note,  however,  that  not  all  Hudra  manuscripts  indicate  the 
lessons.  The  early  sources  which  prescribe  lessons  are  lectionary  rather  than 
Hudra  manuscripts. 

V.  Fixation  of  the  Present  Usage  in  the  East  Syrian  Churches 
1.  The  Chaldean  Church 

The  Chaldean  Catholic  Church  published  three  volumes  of  the 
lectionary^  in  1901,  during  the  Patriarchate  of  Emmanuel  II  Thomas  ( 1900- 
1947).  These  volumes,  prepared  under  his  predecessor.  Mar 
Abdiso  V  Khayat  ( 1894- 1899)^^  contain  the  OT,  Epistle  and  Gospel  lessons 
for  Sundays,  feast  days,  commemorations,  and  special  occasions.  The 
published  lectionary  system  corresponds  to  the  Upper  Monastery  usage, 


See  Chapter  One,  ms  list  no.  52. 

See  Introduction,  4. 

See  Chapter  One,  10-11. 

See  MOUSSESS,  Livres  liturgiques  9-5\. 
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with  additional  later  commemorations  of  particular  significance  for  the 
Chaldean  Church. 


2.  The  Ass3rrian  Church 

The  Assyrian  Church  ("Nestorian  Church")  published  in  1889 
a  lectionary^  printed  by  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury's  mission  at  Urmi. 
A  revised  edition  was  published  in  1923.  Like  that  of  the  Chaldean  Catholic 
Church,  the  lectionary  system  of  the  Assyrian  Church  is  also  according  to 
Upper  Monastery  usage,  with  additional  commemorations  of  particular 
significance  for  the  Church.  They  follow  the  Julian  calendar  for  their 
computation^^  of  feasts  and  commemorations. 

3.  The  Malabar  Church 


The  extant  manuscripts  of  the  Malabar  Church,  Vatican  Syriac 
22  of  1301  A.  D.  an  Epistle  lectionary  according  to  the  Cathedral  system; 
and  Cambridge  Oo.  1.  17  of  the  sixteenth  century^^  an  Epistle  lectionary 
of  the  Cathedral  system  and  a  Gospel  lectionary  of  Upper  Monastery 
system  except  for  the  Cathedral  Gospel  lessons  for  the  Period  of  Lent  up 
to  MonVII;  demonstrate  that  the  Malabar  Church  has  used  both  monastic 
and  Cathedral  usages.  In  1775,  the  lectionary  for  the  Malabar  Church  was 
published  in  Rom^.  This  published  lectionary  was,  however,  according  to 
Latin  usage.  Thereafter  an  ordo  for  the  Malabar  Church,  containing 
indications  for  the  lessons  according  to  the  usage  of  the  Chaldean  Catholic 
Church,  was  published  in  1959  by  the  Sacred  Congregation  for  the  Oriental 
Churches.  After  consequent  revisions  a  revised  calendar,  including  the 
indications  of  the  lessons,  has  now  been  published  in  1991^1  This 
lectionaiy  system  follows,  basically,  the  Upper  Monastery  usages,  with  the 


See  Chapter  One,  1 1 . 

APREM,  Nestorian  Lectionary  17-63. 
See  Chapter  One,  ms  list  n.  58. 

See  Chapter  One,  list  n.59. 

See  Chapter  One,  1 1 . 

See  Chapter  One,  11. 
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addition  of  certain  new  lessons  and  commemorations  of  particular 
significance  for  the  Church. 

Conclusion 


The  manuscript  evidence  shows  that  the  monastic  lectionary 
system  originated  at  least  by  the  seventh  century.  From  structural  evidence 
it  is  clear  that  the  Cathedral  system,  too,  was  formed  not  later  than  the 
monastic  system.  Both  canonized  the  norms  put  forward  by  Iso  'Yahb  III. 
Antecedents  of  the  division  of  the  calendar  into  periods  were  noted  in  the 
old  Assyrian  Pentecontad  Calendar.  An  earlier  East  Syrian  lectionary  system 
provided  a  common  source  for  both  systems  at  their  point  of  origin.  The 
early  East  Syrian  lectionary  system  might  have  been  a  modified  version  of 
the  Early  Syrian  lectionary  system,  which,  in  turn,  was  modelled  on  the 
Jerusalem  system  developed  and  under  its  influence. 

Among  the  East  Syrian  lectionaiy^  systems,  the  monastic 
system  was  drawn  up  in  the  Beth  'Abhe  monastery  under  the  influence  of 
the  monk  Hnaniso,  collaborator  of  Iso  Yahb  III.  The  Cathedral  system 
originated  in  the  Cathedral  church  of  Kokhe,  under  its  catholicos  Iso  Yahb 
III.  Among  the  monastic  systems,  the  Upper  Monastery  system  ultimately 
prevailed.  It  is  the  Upper  Monastery  system  that  is  presently  in  use  in  the 
Churches  of  the  tradition. 


CHAPTER  SIX 


LITURGICO-THEOLOGICAL  EVALUATION 
OF  THE  EAST  SYRIAN  LECTIONARY  SYSTEMS 

The  divine  dispensation  ('mdabbranuta')^  accomplished  in 
Jesus  Christ  is  reenacted  coherently  and  liturgically  in  the  entire  span  of  the 
lectionary  system  during  the  East  Syrian  Church  year.  The  theologically 
developed  and  liturgically  well  organized  East  Syrian  lectionary  usage 
celebrates  the  divine  dispensation  within  the  framework  of  various  units 
('saboe')^  of  the  system.  The  lectionary  system  begins  with  the  coming  of 
the  Messiah  underlined  in  the  Period  of  Annunciation- Nativity,  and 
concludes  with  the  eternal  union  of  the  redeemed  community,  the  Church, 
with  its  Lord  in  the  heavenly  Jerusalem.  Today  it  presents  in  the  Church 
year  the  same  mystery  of  salvation,  in  anamnesis,  as  a  continual  sign  to  us 
not  of  a  past  history,  but  of  a  present  reality  of  our  lives  in  Jesus  Christl 

Similar  to  theology  of  the  liturgy,  the  theology  of  a  particular 
lectionary  system  cannot  be  limited  to  individual  lessons  detached  from  the 
entire  structure^.  It  must  be  found  above  all  in  the  continual  interaction 
of  the  structured  elements.  The  internal  programming  of  the  vital  structure 
of  a  particular  day,  of  an  individual  unit  and  of  the  whole  system  is  in 
continual  connection  with  the  theological  elements. 

The  dynamic  structure  of  the  East  Syrian  lectionary  system 
contains  a  series  of  commemorative  <anamnetical>  and  invocational 
<epicletic>  lessons.  The  commemorative  lessons  comprise  a  sequence  of 
typological  recall  and  real  or  historical  recall  of  the  Christ  event.  Since  the 
real  recall  is  the  anamnesis  of  a  particular  Christ  event  of  the  mystery  of 
salvation  from  the  Gospels  for  a  particular  celebration,  the  OT  recall  is  the 
typological  foreshadowing  of  the  Christ  event  from  the  Law.  The 
invocational  lessons,  for  this  part,  consist  of  the  presentation  of  prophetical 


^  The  word  mdabbranuta'  means  the  divine  dispensation,  the 
providence,  government  or  economy  of  God.  For  the  concept  and  content 
of  the  term  see  CHITTILAPPILLY,  Mdabbranuta  1-79. 

^  The  word  'saboe',  originates  from  the  root  'sba'  (seven,  a  week),  and 
means  septenary,  a  division  of  seven  weeks:  see  PAYNE  SMITH,  Thesaurus 
4036.  See  also  above  171. 

^  TAFT,  Beyond  East  and  West  10. 

^  Cf.  GIRAUDO,  Struttura  letteraria  271-366. 
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admonitions  and  of  apostolic  exhortations.  The  apostolic  exhortation  is  an 
appeal  from  the  Pauline  Epistles  to  the  Christian  community  for  Christian 
life.  The  prophetical  admonition,  however,  originally  aimed  at  the  chosen 
people  of  God,  Israel,  prefigures  the  nature  of  the  apostolic  exhortations 
from  the  Prophets  and  from  Acts.  The  Gospel  recall  of  the  Christ  event 
is  the  decisive  element. 

The  series  of  commemorative  lections  together  with  the 
sequence  of  invocational  lessons  constitute  the  theology  of  the  entire 
system  as  well  as  of  its  individual  units  and  of  the  day.  We  here  highlight 
the  theology  of  the  system^  and  of  the  units^  deducing  it  from  the  literary 
elements  of  particular  days  of  celebrations 


I.  Period  of  Annunciation-Nativity 

The  Annunciation- Nativity^  Period  comprises  six  Sundays 
plus  the  feast  of  Nativitys  It  begins  on  the  Sunday  between  November  27 


^  For  the  theological  synthesis  of  the  East  Syrian  liturgical  year  on  the 
basis  of  the  Hudra  see  MATEOS,  Lely^-Sapra  107-298;  PUDICHERY, 
Ramsa  62-150;  TAFT,  L'anno  liturgico  15-17;  PATHIKULANGARA, 
"Liturgical  Year"  173-196;  MOOLAN,  Annunciation-Nativity  11-56.  For 
a  classified  bibliography  of  the  East  Syrian  liturgical  year  see  YOUSIF, 
Bibliography  9 A- {05\  TAFT,  L'anno  liturgico  73-75. 

^  For  the  commentary  of  the  units  of  the  liturgical  year  see  the  preface 
of  the  Hudra  Camb.  Add.  1981  (1607)  by  Rabban  Brik-Iso,  trans. 
MATEOS,  Lelya-Sapra  A6\. 

'  For  the  variable  prayers  of  the  Eucharistic  liturgy  see  Supplementum 
Mysterionun  3-162;  Supplementum  Mysteriorum  Chaldaeorum  1-263. 

0 

For  the  theological  synthesis  and  the  translation  of  the  prayers  of  the 
Hudra  for  this  Period  and  for  the  feast  see  MOOLAN,  Annunciation- 
NaUvity  64-270;  KURUTHUKULANGARA,  Feast  of  the  Nativity  26- 
240. 


^  For  the  commentary  of  the  lessons  see  the  fourteenth  century 
document:  Gannat  Bussame,  ed.  &  trans.  REININK,  CSCO  501,  Syr.  211 
&  212;  The  lessons  follow  generally  according  to  the  Upper  Monastery 
system  with  the  exceptions  from  Cathedral  and  even  foreign  to  the  systems: 
VOSTE,  "L'  annee  liturgique"  386-419.  See  the  comparison  of  the  lessons 
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and  December  4  and  concludes  with  the  Sunday  before  the  Feast  of 
Epiphany.  The  feast  of  the  Nativity  is  the  core  of  this  Period.  The  four 
Sundays  of  the  Period  of  Annunciation  are  the  preparatory  and  the  two 
Sundays  are  the  prolongation  of  the  feast The  same  Annunciation  Period 
has  been  developed  by  the  West  Syrians  to  six  Sundays  before  and  two 
after  the  feast  of  Nativity^L 


1.  Content  of  the  Lessons 


The  commemorative  (hereafter  designated  as  *)  and  invocational  lessons 
(hereafter  designated  as  **)  for  the  Annunciation- Nativity  Period  may  be 
categorized  as  follows: 

Snnl 

♦Revelation  of  God's  plan  to  Abraham:  God's  covenant,  promise  of  the 
birth  of  a  son,  circumcision  (Gen  17:1-27). 

Revelation  of  God's  plan  to  Zechariah,  annunciation  of  the  birth  of  John 
the  Baptist,  Zechariah  becomes  dumb  (Lk  1:1-26). 

** Israel  is  to  witness  to  Yahweh,  Promise  to  liberate  from  the  Babylonians 
(Is  42:18-43:14). 

The  Christian  is  to  witness  to  Christ,  domestic  duties  for  the  Christian  life 
<monastic>(Eph  5:  21-6:10). 

Abraham  the  paradigm  of  justification  and  of  faith  < Cathedrals  (Rom  3:31- 
4:12). 

Sunil 

♦Annunciation  to  Balaam  to  speak  the  command  of  God,  visitation  of 
Balaam  to  Balak  (Num  22:  20-23:2). 

Annunciation  to  Mary,  visitation  of  Mary  to  Elizabeth  (Lk  1:26-57). 
♦♦Promise  to  forgive  the  transgressions  of  Israel  and  heal  them  (Is  43:14- 
44:6) 


of  this  Period:  Ganiiat  Bussame,  XVIII. 

Note  that  the  early  hymns  and  homilies  for  the  feasts  and 
commemorations  in  the  East  Syrian  Church  year  are  rather  general,  and 
particular  lessons  are  not  followed.  For  the  feast  of  Nativity  see  EPHREM, 
Hymnen  de  Nativitate  1-128,  trans.  1-143;  NARSAI,  On  the  Nativity  36- 
69;  THOMAS  EDESSENUS,  Tractatus  de  Nativitate  3-65,  trans.  14-45. 

See  CHIDIAC  &  KHOURI-SARKIS  ’’ Pericopes"  310-313. 
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Pray  for  themselves  and  for  the  imprisoned  Apostle  (Col  4:2-18). 
Justification  not  by  law  but  by  trust  in  God  <Cathedral>(Rom  4:13-25). 

Sunlll 

♦Announcement  of  the  birth  of  Isaac  by  the  steward  of  Yahweh,  interior 
monologue  (Gen  18:1-20). 

Birth  of  John  the  Baptist,  prophecy  of  Zechariah  (Lk  1:57-80). 

Samson  is  chosen  to  deliver  Israel  from  the  Philistines  (Judg  13:2-end). 
♦♦Paul,  the  mediator  of  the  revealed  mystery  of  God  (Eph  3:1-21). 

Christ,  the  high  priest  according  to  the  order  of  Melchizedek  (Heb  6:13- 
7:10). 

SunlV 

♦Isaac  marries  Rebekah,  the  one  selected  by  God  for  him  (Gen  24:50- 
67). 

Joseph  accepts  Mary  as  the  angel  of  the  Lord  commanded  him  (Mt  1:18- 
25). 

♦♦Prayer  of  Hannah,  birth  of  Samuel  to  save  Israel  from  the  Philistines 
foretold  by  Eli  (ISam  1:1-19). 

Inheritance  of  the  kingdom  of  God  only  to  the  children  of  light  (Eph  5:5- 

21). 

Christ  the  paradigm  for  Jews  and  Gentiles  (Rom  15:1-14). 

Implications  of  the  new  priesthood  of  Christ  according  to  the  order  of 
Melchizedek  (Heb  7:11-18). 

Feast  of  Nativity 

♦The  child  of  Messianic  hope,  Immanuel  (Is  7:10-16,  9:1-4,  6-8). 

Birth  of  Jesus  (Lk  2:1-21). 

♦♦God  will  reign  in  Sion  (Mic  4:1-4,  5:2-5,  8-10). 

Giving  of  the  law  and  coming  of  the  Faith  (Gal  3:15-4:7). 

SunV 

♦Birth  of  Isaac  and  expulsion  of  Hagar  and  Ishmael  (Gen  21:1-21) 
Coming  of  the  Magi,  massacre  of  the  Holy  Innocents,  flight  to  Egypt  (Mt 
2: 1-end). 

♦♦Hannah's  prayer  for  a  son  is  granted,  birth  of  Samuel,  God's  gift  to  an 
oppressed  woman  (ISam  1: 19-end). 

Christians  are  children  of  promise  like  Isaac  (Gal  4:18-5:2). 

SunVI 

♦The  Infant  Moses  taken  to  the  royal  temple  <monastic>  (Ex  2:1-11). 
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Pharaoh's  second  assault:  killing  of  the  male  children  of  Israel 
<Cathedral>(Ex  1:15-22). 

Presentation  of  Jesus  in  the  temple,  fulfillment  of  the  Law,  the  prophet 
Simeon  and  prophetess  Anna  witness  to  the  Saviour  (Lk  2:21 -end). 

** Commissioning  of  the  servant-prophet  the  divinely  chosen  leader 
<monastic>(Is  49:1-7). 

Rejoice  and  be  comforted  Jerusalem  <Cathedral>  (Is  66:5-14). 

Duties  of  the  Lord's  servant  <monastic>  (2Tim  2: 16-end). 

Demands  of  an  upright  life  in  Christ  (Rom  15:1-13). 

2.  Themes  of  the  Lessons 

The  commemorative  and  invocational  lessons  of  the 
Annunciation- Nativity  Period  are  structured  fundamentally  on  two  themes: 
the  coming  of  the  promised  Messiah  and  the  beginning  of  the  new  era  of 
salvation. 


a.  Coining  of  the  Promised  Messiah 

The  commemorative  lessons  of  the  Annunciation- Nativity 
Period  focus  the  typological  and  anamnetic  recall  of  the  coming  of  the 
promised  Messiah.  The  prophecy  of  Balaam,  the  birth  of  Isaac,  the 
expulsion  of  Hagar,  the  royal  care  of  the  infant  Moses,  all  express  the 
fidelity  of  Yahweh's  promise  made  to  Abraham  manifested  in  the  history 
of  salvation.  The  same  fidelity,  in  its  climax,  is  expressed  in  the 
annunciation  of  the  birth  of  John  the  Baptist  and  finally  in  the  annunciation 
to  the  Virgin  Mary.  According  to  Ephrem  the  child  bom  at  Bethlehem 
from  the  Virgin  fulfilled  God's  promises  and  prophecies: 

This  is  the  day  that  gladdened  them,  the  prophets,  kings  and 
priests,  for  in  it  were  their  words  fulfilled,  and  thus  were  all  of 
them  indeed  carried  out!  for  the  virgin  this  day  brought  forth 

Immanuel  in  Bethlehem . The  prophecy  that  Balaam  spoke 

had  its  interpreting  today.  Down  also  came  the  hidden  light, 
and  from  the  body  rose  his  beauty.  The  light  that  spoke  in 
Zechariah,  today  shined  in  Bethlehem^l 
Hence  the  birth  of  Jesus  is  the  realization  of  the  promise  of  the  coming  of 
the  Messiah.  Ephrem  in  his  homily  on  Nativity  explains  the  birth  of  Jesus: 
The  king  before  whom  the  angels  of  fire  and  spirit  tremble  lies 
in  the  bosom  of  a  girl,  and  she  cuddles  him  as  a  baby.  The 
heaven  is  the  throne  for  his  glory,  yet  he  sits  on  Mary's  knees; 


EPHREM,  Hymnen  de  Nativitate  1-2,  trans.  1,  ET:  NPNF  223. 
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the  earth  too  is  his  footstool,  yet  like  a  baby  he  crawls  beside 
her 


13 


The  birth  of  the  Messiah  is  witnessed  not  only  by  the  Jews  but  also  by  the 
Gentiles.  Narsai  says: 

To  those  among  the  household  (of  Abraham),  he  sent  spiritual 
ones  and  (these)  roused  them,  and  among  outsiders,  he  sent  a 
sign(of  his  will);  and  it  gathered  them^l 
The  period  concludes  with  the  testimony  of  the  prophet  Simon  and 
prophetess  Anna.  Narsai  explains  it  as  the  public  manifestation  of  the 
coming  of  the  Messiah: 

The  infant  for  whose  sake  the  sword  was  unsheathed  escaped 
and  came  to  a  public  (manifestation)  according  to  the 
declaration  of  prophecy 

The  two  Syriac  words  which  denote  this  Period,  'Subbara^^'  and  'Yalda'^ , 
focus  on  the  commemorative  theme,  the  birth  of  the  promised  Messiah. 
The  feast  of  Mart  Mariam,  to  praise  her 

co-operation  to  the  salvific  plan  of  incarnation,  is  commemorated  on  the 
last  Friday  of  this  Period. 


b.  Begiiining  of  the  New  Era  of  Salvation 

The  invocational  lessons  of  the  Annunciation- Nativity  Period 
containing  the  prophetic  admonitions  and  apostolic  exhortations  reveal  the 
beginning  of  a  new  era  of  salvation.  The  birth  of  Samuel,  Samson,  and  the 
prophecies  of  Isaiah  point  to  a  time  of  liberation  for  Israel  to  inherit  the 
promised  land.  The  sublime  act  of  true  liberation  begins  with  the  coming 
of  the  Messiah.  The  promised  Messiah  is  the  liberator  of  human  nature, 
according  to  the  anthem  of  the  chancel,  the  onita  d-qanke  of  SunVI: 


EPHREM,  Homily  on  Nativity,  trans.  BROCK,  Harp  of  the  Spirit 

68. 

NARSAI,  On  the  Nativity  54-57. 

NARSAI,  On  the  Nativity  60-6\. 

The  word  'subbara',  from  'sbr',  means  annunciation,  preaching.  See 
PAYNE  SMITH,  Thesaurus  25 1  A. 

17 

The  word  yalda',  from  the  root  'ild',  means  birth,  nativity.  See 
PAYNE  SMITH,  Thesaurus  1593-1595. 
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Come  you  nations  and  people  to  sing  glory  to  Jesus  Christ,  the 
liberator  of  our  nature.  He  has  transformed  our  hardness  of 
heart  to  the  knowledge  of  his  light;  and  in  his  mercy  he  has 
given  us  life  for  ever  . 

Messianic  liberation  of  human  nature  is  the  starting  point  of  the  new  era 
of  salvation.  Narsai  in  his  metrical  homily  on  Nativity  states: 

To  restore  all  to  his  knowledge  and  love  and  to  fulfil  the 
eternal  salvific  plan,  God  the  Father  sent  his  Word  to  dwell 
within  the  second  Adam  and  redeem  the  universe  through  his 
death^^. 

The  Cathedral  lectionary  system,  unlike  the  precepts  given  in 
the  monastic  system,  gives  the  characteristics  of  this  new  era  of  salvation. 
The  new  era  brings  liberation  from  the  law,  from  the  levitical  priesthood, 
and  from  the  covenant  of  Hagar.  They  are  replaced  by  faith,  by  the 
priesthood  of  Christ  according  to  order  of  Melchizedek,  and  by  the 
covenant  of  Sarah. 


II.  Period  of  Epiphany 


The  Epiphany  Period  comprises  eight  Sundays  between  the 
feast  of  Epiphany  and  Great  Lent^.  The  feast  of  Epiphany  is  the  starting 
point,  and  actually  the  number  of  Sundays  is  variable  depending  on  the 
date  of  the  feast  of  Resurrection.  The  West  Syrians,  on  the  other  hand, 
divide  this  period  into  two:  Epiphany  and  the  Sundays  before  Lent.  The 
three  Sundays  before  Lent  commemorate  for  the  departed.  The  Rogation 
of  the  Ninevites  is  celebrated  in  this  season^^. 


Supplementum  Mysterionim  15;  trans.  MOOLAN,  Annunciation- 
Nativity  139. 

NARSAI,  On  the  Nativity  22-23. 

^  For  the  early  hymns  and  homilies  of  this  period  see  EPHREM, 
Hymnen  de  Nativitate  144-191,  trans.  131-170;  NARSAI,  On  Epiphany  10- 
105;  HNANA,  Traite  sur  les  rogations  68-82;  see  also  the  translation  of  the 
propers  of  the  liturgy  of  hours  for  the  feast:  MACLEAN,  "Evening,  Night 
and  Morning  Services"  298-388. 

CHIDIAC  &  KHOURI-SARKIS,  "Pericopes"  374-379. 
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1.  Content  of  the  Lessons 

The  categorization  of  the  invocational  and  commemorative 
lessons  is  given  below: 

Feast  of  Epiphany 

♦Victory  over  enemies  and  the  rising  of  the  Messiah:  Balaam's  third  and 
last  oracles  of  blessing  (Num  24:2-10). 

Baptism  of  Jesus,  ministry  of  John  the  Baptist  (Mt  3: 1-end). 

**A  shoot  from  the  stump  of  Jesse,  glory  to  the  survivors  in  Sion  (Is  4:2- 
6,  1 1:1-6,  12:4-end). 

Regeneration  and  renewal  in  the  Spirit  (Tit  2:11-3:8). 

SunI  <monastic> 

♦Vocation  of  Moses  (Ex  3:1-16). 

Beginning  of  the  ministry  of  Jesus  in  the  synagogue  at  Nazareth,  God's 
promises  fulfilled  in  him  (Lk  4:14-31). 

♦♦Israel  and  all  the  world  is  called  to  show  forth  Yahweh's  glory  (Is  44:21- 
45:5). 

Last  times  of  stress,  duties  to  those  who  desire  to  live  a  Godly  life  in  Christ 
(2Tim  3:1-16). 

SunI  <  Cathedral  > 

♦The  infant  Moses  taken  to  the  royal  temple  (Ex  2:1-10). 

Beginning  of  the  Good  News,  ministry  of  John  the  Baptist,  Baptism  of 
Jesus  (Mk  T.1-13). 

♦♦Yahweh's  love  is  everlasting  (Is  54:1-8). 

Selection  of  Paul  as  minister  and  the  seal  of  the  Spirit  (Eph  1:3-14). 

Sunil  <monastic> 

♦Inauguration  of  the  march  of  the  Holy  camp  of  Israel;  rebellion  against 
God  (Num  10:29-11:11). 

The  appearance  of  the  Word,  testimony  of  John  the  Baptist  (Jn  1:1-29). 
♦♦Sion  is  the  site  of  victory  (Is  45:11-18). 

Faithlessness  a  hindrance  to  enter  God's  rest  (Heb  3:1-14). 

Sunil  <Cathedral> 

♦Moses's  flight  from  Egypt  (Ex  2:11-25). 

John  the  Baptist  and  the  Baptism  of  Jesus  (Lk  3:1-6,10-14,18,21-2). 
♦♦New  heavens  and  a  new  earth  (Is  44:23a,  65:16b-24). 

Fullness  of  life  in  Christ(Col  2:8-15;  3:1-4;  Heb  13:21). 
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Sunlll  (monastic) 

♦Moses  encounters  God,  the  rebellion  of  the  people  (Num  11:11-21). 
John  the  Baptist's  witness  to  Jesus;  call  of  the  first  disciples  (Jn  1:29-43). 
♦♦Only  in  Yahweh  is  prosperity  found  (Is  45:18-46:5). 

God's  rest  to  those  who  faithfully  hear  his  words  (Heb  3:14-4:11). 

Sunlll  (Cathedral) 

♦Vocation  of  Moses  (Ex  3:1-15). 

Appearance  of  the  Word;  witness  of  John  the  Baptist  (Jn  1:1-29). 
♦♦Sion's  victory  and  triumph  is  near  (Is  62:6-12). 

Faith  and  love  of  Thessalonians  (IThess  3:5-13,  Heb  13:21b). 

SunTV  (monastic) 

♦Yahweh  acts  through  his  Spirit  and  wind  (Num  ll:23-end) 

Miracle  at  Cana  (Jn  1:43-2:12) 

♦♦Rebellion  of  Israel  rebuked,  invitation  to  Sion  (Is  45:5-end). 

Eternal  intercession  of  Christ  (Heb  7: 18-end). 

SunTV  (Cathedral) 

♦Commissioning  of  Moses  (Ex  3:16-4:5). 

John  the  Baptist's  witness  to  Jesus,  call  of  the  first  disciples  (Jn  1:29-42). 
♦God  speaks  in  these  last  days  through  his  Son  (Heb  1:1 -2:4). 

SunV  (monastic) 

♦Inheritance  of  Benjamin  (Dt  18:9-end). 

Dialogue  with  Nicodemus  on  eternal  life  (Jn  3:1-23). 

♦♦Isaiah  endowed  with  Yahweh's  Spirit  (Is  48:12-21). 

Paul'  exhortation  to  maintain  hope  (Heb  6:9-7:4). 

SimV  (Cathedral) 

♦God's  power  to  Moses  (Ex  4:6-18) 

Nathanael  encounters  Christ  (Jn  1:43-51). 

♦♦Return  from  exile  and  restoration  of  the  monarchy  (Jer  23:6-8,  29:11- 
13,  30:9,  19-20) 

Christ,  the  merciful  and  faithful  high  priest  (Heb  2:5-18). 

Sun VI  (monastic) 

♦Humanitarian  and  cultic  laws  (Dt  24:9-end). 

John's  testimony  to  Jesus  (Jn  3:20-30). 

♦♦Yahweh's  great  redemptive  acts  for  Israel  (Is  63:7-17) 

Heavenly  priesthood  of  Jesus  (Heb  8:1-9:11). 
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Sun VI  (Cathedral) 

*Moses  returns  to  Egypt  (Ex  4:19-31). 

Miracle  at  Cana  (Jn  2:1-11). 

**Yahweh's  great  redemptive  acts  for  Israel  (Is  63:7-9,  11-16). 
Exhortation  to  spiritual  renewal  (Heb  6:1-8). 

SunVII  (monastic) 

♦Purity  laws,  sanctuary  offerings  (Dt  14:2-15:5). 

Cleansing  of  a  leper,  cure  of  the  centurion's  servant  (Mt  7:28-8:14). 
♦♦Yahweh  redeemer  and  recreator  (Is  42:5-10,14-18). 

How  Timothy  is  to  act  (ITim  6:9-end) 

SunVII  (Cathedral) 

♦Moses'  first  meeting  with  Pharaoh  (Ex  5:2-8). 

John's  testimony  of  Jesus  (Jn  3:22-4:3). 

♦♦Warning  against  false  teachers  (Phil  3:  lb- 14,  Heb  13:21b) 

SunVIII  (monastic) 

♦Yahweh  tests  Israel  in  the  wilderness  (Ex  15:22-26). 

John  the  Baptist  and  Baptism  of  Jesus  (Mk  1:1-12). 

♦♦God,  the  Redeemer(Is  44:23-45:3). 

Once  dead  and  now  alive  with  Christ  (Eph  1:15-2:8). 

Sim VIII  (Cathedral) 

♦God  commissions  Moses  (Ex  6:2-8, 7b). 

Dialogue  with  Nicodemus  on  eternal  life  (Jn  3:5-21). 

♦♦Sion,  mother  and  spouse  (Is  54:16-55:3). 

Paul,  minister  of  Jesus  (Rom  15:14-33) 

2.  Themes  of  the  lessons 

The  commemorative  and  invocational  lessons  are  structured 
basically  on  two  theological  themes:  divine  manifestation  in  Christ  and 
rebirth  by  the  Spirit. 

a.  Divine  Manifestation  in  Christ 

The  commemorative  lessons  of  the  typological  and  anamnetic 
recall  of  the  Christ  event  express  the  divine  manifestation  in  Christ. 
Balaam's  blessing  over  Israel  of  the  victory  over  its  enemies  and  the  coming 
of  a  Messiah  find  fulfillment  in  the  manifestation  of  Christ.  Moses  is 
presented  as  the  type  of  Christ.  The  commemorative  lessons  related  to 
Moses,  his  vocation,  his  divine  vision,  the  march  towards  the  promised 


180 


L  I  T U  RG I  CO - T HEOLO  G I C AL  EVALUATION 


land,  the  occupation  of  promised  land,  foreshadow  the  sublime 
manifestation  of  God  through  his  Son.  Meanwhile  the  Cathedral  system 
coherently  demonstrates  the  events  from  the  birth  to  the  first  appearance 
of  Moses  before  Pharaoh.  The  divine  manifestation  in  Christ  is  expressed 
publicly  by  his  baptism  in  the  Jordan.  According  to  Ephrem  the  light  shone 
on  earth  at  his  baptism: 

The  heavenly  ranks  were  silent  as  they  stood  and  the 
bridegroom  went  down  into  Jordan.  The  Holy  one  was 
baptized  and  straight  way  went  up  and  the  light  shone  forth  on 
the  world^. 

The  manifestation  of  God  in  Christ  is  certified  by  the  testimony  of  his 
forerunner,  John  the  Baptist.  The  preaching  in  the  synagogue  at  Nazareth, 
the  miracle  at  Cana,  the  vocation  of  the  disciples,  the  encounters  with 
Nicodemus  and  Nathanael  give  witness  to  the  divine  manifestation  publicly 
revealed  at  the  Jordan.  Divine  manifestation  is  expressed  here  as  the 
outcome  of  God's  love.  Narsai  explains  it  as  follows: 

In  his  fashioning,  he  rewarded  to  creatures  the  power  of  his 
hidden  (Divir.e  Nature),  (while),  in  his  renewal,  he  showed 
them  the  wealth  of  his  love.  He  exalted  much  more  the  name 
of  his  renewal  than  his  fashioning,  so  that  he  might  make  the 
heavenly  ones  marvel  over  how  much  he  loved  him^l 

The  Fridays  of  this  period  are  commemorative  days  of  those 
who  witnessed  either  the  manifestation  directly  or  by  their  lives  during  their 
lifetime. 


b.  Rebirth  by  the  Spirit 

The  invocational  lessons  of  the  Epiphany  Period  focus  on  the  rebirth  by  the 
Spirit.  The  Israelites  were  reborn  from  slavery  to  freedom,  i.e.  from  Egypt 
to  Sion,  the  site  of  victory  and  prosperity,  and  they  were  called  to  show 
forth  the  gloiy  of  God.  For  the  Christians  the  rebirth  is  from  the  death  to 
the  fullness  of  life  in  Christ  by  the  Spirit.  Narsai  in  his  homily  on  the 
Nativity  explains  the  spiritual  rebirth: 

He  gave  his  word  and  promised  a  renewal  of  the  body  and 
redemption  of  the  soul,  and  he  wrote  these  out  on  the  two 
tablets  of  water  and  of  the  Spirit.  The  goal  of  life  he  set  in 
baptism  for  his  forces,  so  that  they  might  aim  the  fashioning  of 
kingdom  on  high.  In  water  he  fixed  the  new  goal  of  spiritual 


^  EPHREM,  Hymni  et  Sermones  I,  128,  ET:  NPNF  286. 
^  NARSAI,  On  Epiphany  13. 
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birth,  because  everyone  who  willingly  does  likewise  receives 
the  freedom.  Because  the  promise  of  the  king  on  high  which 
can  not  be  broken.  Come!  let  us  strive  to  receive  gratis  the 
wealth  of  the  spirit^. 

Spiritual  rebirth  leads  to  fullness  of  life  for  those  who  follow  faithfully  the 
commandments  of  God  to  enter  God's  rest.  Meanwhile  faithlessness 
hinders  entrance  to  God's  rest.  The  invocational  lessons  give  the  ministry 
of  Paul  as  the  paradigm  of  rebirth  in  Christ  by  the  Spirit.  In  the  new 
reborn  state  of  life  by  the  Spirit,  Christ,  the  high  priest  intercedes  for  us 
eternally  in  the  heavenly  Jerusalem.  Narsai  in  his  homily  on  Epiphany 
explains  that  the  reborn  state  is  to  acquire  life: 

Behold!  the  goal  is  fixed  before  his  disciples  so  that  they  might 
imitate  him.  Let  the  heart  believe  and  the  mouth  confess,  and 
the  faculties  take  aim  at  the  goal. 

.  .  .  Behold!  there  is  opened  the  womb  which  begets  men 
spiritually.  Bury  mortality  in  baptism  and  acquire  life^ 

The  two  rogations  of  this  period  invoke  the  spiritual  attitude  necessary  for 
rebirth  by  the  Spirit. 

III.  Period  of  Great  Lent 

The  Period  of  Great  Lent^  comprises  seven  weeks^^  including 
Holy  Week^.  The  period  begins  fifty  days  before  the  feast  of  Resurrection; 


^  NARSAI,  On  Epiphany  103. 

NARSAI,  On  Epiphany  103,  105. 

^  For  the  early  hymns  and  homilies  of  this  period  see  EPHREM, 
Hymnen  de  Jeiunio  1-41,  trans.  1-31;  APHRAHAT,  Demonstrationes  III, 
96-35;  CYRUS  OF  EDESSA^  Expianation  of  the  Fast  1-36,  trans  1-42. 

71 

See  the  studies  on  this  Period:  on  the  theological  synthesis  of  the 
lessons:  NARIKULAM,  Great  Fast,  on  the  theological  synthesis  of  the 
Hudra:  ELAPUNKAlL,  Great  Lent;  MATEOS,  "Semaine  des  mvsteres"  449- 
458;  VELLIAN,  "Fasting"  215-218;  212-211 . 

10 

For  the  early  hymns  and  homilies  of  Holy  Week  see 
EPHREM,  Hebdomadam  Sanctam  13-84,  trans.  13-146; 
E?UREM,Paschahymnen  1-94,  trans.  1-75;  NARSAI,  On  the  Passion  106- 
135;  CYRUS  OF  EDESSA,  Explanation  of  the  Pasch  43-69  trans.  37-59; 
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however  the  length  of  Great  Lent  is  forty  days  excluding  Sundays,  Passion 
Friday  and  Saturday  of  Light.  The  West  Syrians  calculate  the  duration  of 
the  Period  of  Great  Lent  like  the  East  Syrians^l 

1.  Content  of  the  Lessons 

The  commemorative  and  invocational  lessons  may  be  categorized  as 
follows: 

SunI 

♦Moses  fasting  forty  days  and  nights  on  the  mountain,  the  tablets  of  law 
(Ex  34:1-8,  27-end). 

Jesus  fasting  forty  days  and  nights  on  the  mountain,  his  temptation  (Mt 
3:16-4:12). 

**  Proper  repentance  and  its  fruits,  fasting  not  acceptable  without 
amendment  of  life  (Is  58:1-13,14). 

Renewal  in  the  inner  life,  no  longer  like  the  Gentiles  (Eph  4:17-5:5,  15- 

21). 

MonI 

♦Creation  of  heaven  and  earth  (Gen  1:1-20). 

Fulfillment  of  the  law  in  Christ,  greater  and  superior  righteousness 
concerning  murder,  adultery,  divorce  and  oaths  (Mt  5:17-38). 

♦♦God's  speech  to  Joshua,  all  the  law  of  the  Lord  to  be  carefully  observed 
for  successful  entry  into  the  promised  land  (Josh  1:1-10). 

Salvation  to  all  who  believe  in  the  Gospel  (Rom  1:1-26). 

Tuel 

♦Creation  of  life  on  earth,  man  and  woman  in  God's  image  and  likeness 
(Gen  1:21-2:8). 

Perfection  of  the  law  on  revenge,  on  love  of  one's  enemy  (Mt  5:  38-end). 
♦♦Spies  at  Jericho,  Rahab  secures  their  escape  (Josh  1:16-2:12). 
Rewarding  each  one  according  to  his  deserts  (Rom  1:28-2:7). 

WedI 

♦Naming  of  creatures  by  Adam,  creation  of  woman  (Gen  2:18-25). 


CYRUS  OF  EDESSA,  Explanation  of  the  Passion  70-99  trans.  60-86. 
^  VERMEULEN,  "Pericopes"  213-240,  374-382. 
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Deeds  of  righteousness:  almsgiving,  prayer,  Lord's  Prayer,  fasting  (Mt  6:1- 
19). 

♦♦Rahab's  pact  with  the  spies  (Josh  2:8-end). 

Like  the  Gentiles,  Jews  will  be  judged  by  their  acts  (Rom  2:7-28). 

Thul 

*Sin  and  Divine  Judgement  (Gen  3:1-20). 

Instructions  for  the  community:  treasure  in  heaven,  God  and  Mammon, 
care  and  anxiety  (Mt  6: 19-end). 

**The  Ark  of  the  covenant  and  God's  people  cross  the  river  Jordan  (Josh 
3:1-14). 

Righteousness  is  manifested  through  Christ  and  shared  in  by  faith  (Rom 
2:28-3:27). 


Fra 

♦Cain's  slaughter  of  his  brother  Abel  (Gen  3:20-4:17). 

Instructions  for  the  community  on  judging,  on  not  desecrating  the  Holy, 
confidence  in  prayer,  the  golden  rule,  the  wide  and  narrow  ways  (Mt  7:1- 
15). 

♦♦Twelve  stones  as  memorial  of  the  Jordan  crossing  (Josh  3:14-4:10). 

In  the  old  law  Abraham  was  justified  by  faith  (Rom  3:31-4:end). 

The  death  of  Jesus  Christ  is  the  revelation  of  God's  righteousness 
<Cathedral>  (Rom  3:9-26,  Heb  13:2 lb). 

Sunil 

♦Genealogy  from  Adam  to  Noah  (Gen  5:19-32). 

Instructions  on  false  prophets,  false  saying  and  doing,  the  town  built  on 
rock  and  on  sand  (Mt  7:15-28). 

♦♦Waters  resume  their  course,  placing  of  stones  at  Gilgal  (Josh  4: 15-end). 
Life  brings  freedom  from  self  through  union  with  Christ  (monastic)  (Rom 
6:1 -end). 

Life  brings  freedom  from  death  and  sin  <Mosul>  (Rom  5:1-21). 

In  the  old  law  Abraham  was  justified  by  faith  <Cathedral>  (Rom  3:27- 
4:12). 

Frai 

♦Prologue  and  causes  of  flood,  Aa*k  of  Noah  (Gen  5:32-6:end). 
Community  discourse,  parable  of  lost  sheep,  Church  discipline  <monastic> 
(Mt  18:10-22). 

Community  discourse  on  forgiveness,  unmerciful  servant  <Mosul>  (Mt 
18:23-35). 
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Center  of  Jerusalem  ministry,  Jesus  the  rejected  son,  teaches  with 
Messianic  authority,  unfaithful  vine  dressers  < Cathedral >(Mk  11:27-12:13). 
♦♦Circumcision  and  Passover  (Josh  5:1-13). 

Life  brings  freedom  from  law  (Rom  7:1-14). 

Faith  of  uncircumcised  Abraham,  cause  of  his  prosperity  <Cathedral>  (Rom 
4:  13-25). 

Sunlll 

♦Noah  takes  refuge  in  the  ark,  flood  subsides  (Gen  7: 1-end). 

Journey  to  Jerusalem,  passion  prediction,  question  of  mother  of  the  sons 
of  Zebedee  (Mt  20:17-29). 

♦♦Meeting  with  Lord's  military  commander  (Josh  6:6-end). 

Role  of  conscience.  Spirit  superseded  nature  (Rom  7:14-25). 

Reconciled  Christian  will  be  saved,  sharing  with  hope  in  the  risen  life  of 
Christ  <Cathedral>  (Mt  20:17-29). 

Fiilll 

♦God's  covenant  with  Noah,  drunkenness  and  the  cursing  of  Canaam  (Gen 
9:8-end). 

Controversy  with  the  Jerusalem  leaders,  healing  the  man  with  the  withered 
hand,  the  tree  and  its  fruits,  the  sign  of  Jonah  (Mt  12:13-44). 

Discourse  on  the  testimony  of  Jesus  <Cathedral>  (Jn  5:30-47). 
♦♦Destruction  of  Jericho  (Josh  6:6-end). 

Christian  life  is  empowered  by  the  Spirit  (Rom  8:1-12). 

Life  brings  freedom  from  law  <Cathedral>  (Rom  7:1-13). 

SunlV 

♦Tower  of  Babel,  genealogy  from  Shem  to  Abraham  (Gen  ll:l-end). 
Ministry  in  Jerusalem,  question  of  authority,  two  sons,  parable  of  vine 
dressers  (Mt  21:23-end). 

Feeding  of  five  thousand  (Jn  6:1-15). 

♦♦Achan's  sin  and  defeat  at  Ali  (Josh  6:27-7:16). 

Through  the  Spirit  the  Christian  becomes  a  child  of  God  destined  for  glory 
(Rom  8:12-28). 

Role  of  conscience.  Spirit  has  superseded  nature  <Cathedral>  (Rom  7:14- 
25). 

MonTV 

♦Call  of  Abraham  and  his  response  (Gen  12: 1-end). 

Cripple  healed  on  the  Sabbath  (Jn  5:1-19). 

♦♦Guilt  of  Achan  and  his  punishment  (Josh  7: 16-end). 

Israel,  the  children  of  God  and  of  the  promise  (Rom  9:1-14). 
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Power  of  the  Spirit  to  effect  life  for  righteousness  < Cathedral)  (Rom  7:25b- 
8:11). 

TuelV 

♦Abraham  and  Sarah  in  Egypt,  Lord  saves  them  from  Pharaoh  (Gen  12:10- 
13:8). 

Son's  authority  to  give  life,  testimony  to  Jesus,  unbelief  condemned  (Jn 
5: 19-end). 

Bread  of  life,  Jesus'  flesh  <Cathedral>  (Jn  6:51-60). 

♦♦Destruction  of  Ai  (Josh  8:1-18). 

Israel's  election  as  God's  free  initiative  to  create  a  people  (Rom  9:14-30). 
Through  the  Spirit  the  Christian  becomes  a  child  of  God  and  is  destined 
for  glory  <Cathedral>  (Rom  8:12-27). 

WedIV 

♦Separation  of  Abraham  and  Lot  (Gen  13:8-end). 

Discourse  on  Bread  of  Life,  Peter's  confession  (Jn  6:51-70). 

Jesus  teaches  in  the  temple,  soldiers  sent  to  arrest  Jesus  < Cathedral)  (Jn 
7:14-36). 

♦♦Victory  of  Israelites  at  Ai  (Josh  8:18-30). 

Israel's  failure  derived  from  its  own  culpable  refusal  (Rom  9:30-10:18). 
Israel's  election  as  God's  free  initiative  to  create  a  people  < Cathedral) 
(Rom  9:14-30). 

ThuIV 

♦Abraham's  rescue  of  Lot  (Gen  14:1-18). 

Jesus  is  the  Bread  from  heaven(Jn  6:27-44). 

Jesus  goes  secretly  to  the  feast  of  Tabernacles  at  Jerusalem  < Cathedral) 
(Jn  7:1-14). 

♦♦An  altar  on  mount  Ebal  (Josh  8:30-end). 

Israel's  failure  is  partial  and  temporary  (Rom  10:17-11:13). 

Israel's  failure  is  derived  from  its  own  culpable  refusal  < Cathedral)  (Rom 
9:30-10:18). 

FrilV 

♦Tithe  to  Melchizedek,  covenant  with  Abraham  (Gen  14:18-15:16). 

Jesus  teaches  in  the  temple,  soldiers  sent  to  arrest  Jesus  (Jn  7:14-36). 
Jesus  is  the  living  water,  Father  testifies  to  Jesus  < Cathedral) (Jn  7:37- 
52,8:12-20). 

♦♦Gibeonites  come  for  treaty  (Josh  9:1-15). 

God  remains  beyond  human  manipulation  (Rom  ll:25-end). 

Israel's  failure  is  partial  and  temporary  <Cathedral)  (Rom  10:17-11:13). 
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♦Birth  of  Ishmael  (Gen  16:1-16). 

Jesus  is  the  living  water,  Father  testifies  to  Jesus  (Jn  7:37-52,  8:12-21). 
Jesus  is  returning  to  the  Father,  the  seed  of  Abraham  hear  the  truth  (Jn 
8:21-39a). 

♦♦Treaty  with  the  Gibeonites,  their  lives  are  spared  (Josh  9: 15-end). 
Demands  of  the  new  life,  use  of  diverse  gifts  in  the  community,  relations 
to  follow  human  beings  (Rom  12:1 -end). 

FriV 

♦Announcement  of  the  birth  of  a  son  by  the  steward  of  God  (Gen  18:1- 

20). 

Before  Abraham,  Jesus  was  (Jn  8:3 1-end). 

♦♦Allotment  of  Hebron  to  Caleb  (Josh  14:6-end). 

Relations  to  those  in  authority,  love  as  the  fulfillment  of  Mosaic  law  (Rom 
13: 1-end). 

SunVI 

♦Rescue  of  Lot  from  Sodom  (Gen  19:1-7,  9-26). 

Blindness  of  Pharisees,  parable  of  sheepfold,  Jesus  the  gate  and  the  good 
shepherd  (Jn  9:39-10:22). 

Jesus  goes  secretly  to  the  feast  of  Tabernacles  at  Jerusalem<Cathedral>(Jn 
7:1-13). 

♦♦Faithfulness  of  God's  word,  dismissal  of  trans- Jordanian  tribes  (Josh 
21:43-22:10). 

Definition  of  right  and  wrong  (Rom  14: 10-end). 

FriVI 

♦Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  origins  of  Moab  and  Ammon  (Gen  19:27-31). 
Raising  of  Lazarus  (Jn  11:1-45). 

♦♦An  altar  of  trans- Jordanian  tribes  beside  the  Jordan  (Josh  22:10-21). 
Christ  the  paradigm  for  Jew  and  Gentile  (Rom  15:1-14). 

Living  for  God's  coming  day,  Jewish  and  non-Jewish  observances  before 
an  impartial  God  <Cathedral>(Rom  11:25a,  13:1  lb-14: 19). 

Sun  of  Hosannas 

♦Jacob's  dying  prophecy  about  his  sons  (Gen  49:1-13,  22-27). 
Triumphant  entry  into  Jerusalem,  cleansing  of  the  temple  (Mt  20:29- 
21:23). 

♦♦Visions  of  Zechariah  (composite  lesson). 

Metaphor  of  the  olive  tree  (Rom  11:13-25). 
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MonVII 

♦Joseph  with  his  father  and  brothers,  his  dreams  (Gen  37:1-23). 

Jewish  leaders  condemn  Jesus  to  death,  plot  against  Lazarus  (Jn  11:47- 
12:12). 

Authority  of  Jesus  questioned,  parable  of  the  two  sons,  of  the  vineyard  and 
the  wicked  tenants  < Cathedral)  (Mt  21:23-46). 

** Altar  of  trans- Jordanian  tribes  is  a  witness  of  their  allegiance  to  Yahweh 
(Josh  22:21-30). 

God  has  spoken  to  us  in  these  times  through  his  Son  (Heb  1: 1-end). 
TueVII 

♦Joseph  was  sold  by  his  brothers,  he  comes  to  Egypt  (Gen  37:23-end). 
Entry  into  Jerusalem,  the  hour  is  at  hand  (Jn  12:12-44). 

Jewish  leaders  condemn  Jesus  to  death,  plot  against  Lazarus  < Cathedral) 
(Jn  11:47-12:12). 

♦♦Altar  named  as  the  record  that  the  Lord  is  God,  Israel's  peaceful  life  in 
the  promised  land  (Josh  22:3-23:2). 

Son's  humiliation  before  his  exaltation  <Cathedral)  (Heb  2:5-18). 

Christ  as  high  priest  (Heb  4:14-6:9). 

WedVlI 

♦Joseph  the  interpreter  of  dreams  (Gen  40:1-23). 

Washing  the  disciples'  feet  (Jn  13:1-18). 

The  hour  is  at  hand  <Cathedral)  (Jn  12:23-43). 

♦♦Joshua's  fmal  speech  (Josh  23:1-16). 

Perfect  sacrifice  of  Jesus  (Heb  9: 11-end). 

Paschal  Thursday 

♦Institution  of  Passover  (Ex  12:1-21). 

Jesus'  announcement  of  Passover,  passion  prediction,  prediction  of  betrayal, 
Institution  of  Lord's  Supper  < composite  lesson). 

♦♦Oracles  about  the  future  Messianic  king,  allegory  of  the  shepherds,  great 
lamentation,  the  song  of  the  sword  (Zech  9:9-13,  11:12-14,  12:9-end,  13:7- 
end). 

Cleanse  out  the  old  leaven,  participation  in  the  body  and  blood  of  Christ, 
celebration  of  Lord's  Supper  (ICor  5:7-9,  10:15-18,  ll:23-end). 

Passion  Friday  (Lelya) 

♦Prediction  of  Peter's  denial,  prayer  at  Gethsemane,  agony  in  the  Garden, 
betrayal,  Jesus  before  the  council,  denial  of  Peter  <composite  lesson). 
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Passion  Friday  (Day  Service) 

♦Song  of  suffering  servant  (Is  52:13-53:end). 

Mockery,  trial  before  the  Sanhedrin,  Jesus  before  Pilate,  before  Herod, 
again  before  Pilate,  way  of  the  Cross,  Jesus  on  the  Cross,  distribution  of 
Jesus'  garments,  spiritual  motherhood  of  Mary,  death  of  Jesus,  Jesus' 
piercing  by  the  lance,  burial  <composite  lesson). 

♦♦Daniel's  vision,  meaning  of  seventy  years,  restoration  of  the  anointed  one 
(Dan  9:20-end). 

Resume  of  his  Gospel,  crucified  with  Christ  to  live  with  Christ  (Gal  2:17- 
3:15). 

Saturday  of  Light  (Ramsa) 

♦Abraham's  sacrifice  of  Isaac  (Gen  22:1-20). 

Guard  at  the  tomb  of  Jesus  (Mt  27:62-end). 

♦♦God's  deliverance  and  Jonah's  response  (Jon  2:1 -end). 

Wisdom  of  God  and  wisdom  of  the  world  (ICor  1: 18-end). 

Saturday  of  Light 

♦Empty  tomb,  bribing  of  the  Guards  (Mt  28:1 -end). 

♦♦On  the  Resurrection  (ICor  15:20-29). 

2.  Themes  of  the  Lessons 

Christ  the  revealed  word  of  God  and  new  life  in  Christ  are 
the  two  themes  on  which  the  commemorative  and  invocational  lessons  are 
structured. 

a.  Christ,  the  Revealed  Word  of  God 

The  divine  revelation,  begun  in  creation  and  culminating  in 
the  revelation  of  Jesus  Christ  and  the  law  given  on  Mount  Sinai,  finds  its 
perfection  in  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount.  Greater  and  superior 
righteousness  were  revealed  in  Jesus  Christ.  The  new  righteousness  is 
based  on  the  golden  rule  of  love  and  forgiveness.  Unlike  the  false  prophets 
whose  lives  contradict  their  teaching,  Christ,  the  revealed  Word  of  God, 
witnessed  to  himself  with  his  life  and  preached  with  Messianic  authority. 
Narsai  explains  it  as  follows: 

With  (other)  men  continually  conversed:  the  man,  the  second 
Adam,  in  order  to  bring  man  back  from  error:  to  knowledge  of 
the  life  that  he  had  lost.  Diseases  of  body  he  was  healing: 
without  human  medicines;  and  the  (sinful)  stains  of  the  soul  he 
was  purifying:  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  With  mud  that 
blinds  the  pubis  (of  the  eyes):  he  opened  the  eyes  of  the  blind 
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men;  and  from  the  garments  about  his  limbs:  an  afflicted 
(woman)  obtained  health.  He  gave  the  crippled,  limbs;  and  to 
the  paralyzed,  steps;  and  he  opened  ears  that  had  been 
blocked:  an  (deaf  man)  harkened  to  the  sweetness  of  his  words. 

Visible  diseases  he  was  banishing;  and  hidden  debts  healing; 
and  by  visible  (signs)  he  was  showing;  that  he  has  authority 
over  things  hidden.  The  exterior  temple  of  his  body:  death 
destroyed  with  the  aid  of  the  insolent;  but  the  word  who  dwells 
in  him  built:  an  edifice  that  will  never  again  be  shaken^^. 

The  authoritative  and  royal  nature  of  his  mission  is  manifested  in  the 
Triumphal  Entry  into  Jerusalem  as  well  as  in  the  cleansing  of  the  temple. 
Ephrem  in  his  sermon  on  the  Sunday  of  Hosannas  explains  as  follows: 
Exult  and  rejoice,  thou  daughter  of  Jerusalem,  for  lo!  the  king 
cometh  riding,  and  shout  with  praise,  thou  daughter  of  Sion, 
for  thy  king  rideth  on  an  ass's  foal!  Destroying  horses  from 
Ephraim  and  the  chariot  from  Israel;  and  proclaiming  glad 
tidings  of  peace  and  quiet  unto  all  nations  that  believe  in  him^^. 

Christ,  the  revealed  word  of  God  gave  himself  as  the  bread  of  life  and  the 
living  water  from  which  life-giving  streams  flow.  According  to  Aphrahat, 
the  old  Passover  finds  its  real  fulfillment  in  him  and  the  new  Pasch  is  not 
merely  an  historical  event  but  the  person  of  Christ  himself^^.  He  is  the 
central  point  of  the  fulfillment  of  the  prophecies  and  the  realization  of  the 
OT  types.  He  is  the  sacrificial  lamb  as  well  as  redeemer,  offering  and 
offerer.  The  Passion,  crucifixion  and  death  of  the  revealed  Word  of  God 
restored  human  nature  and  gave  true  knowledge  of  salvation.  Hence 
sublime  revelation  is  seen  in  him  through  the  salvific  acts.  The  words  of 
Ephrem  places  this  mystery  in  comparison  with  the  OT  exodus: 

With  the  Passover  lamb  there  took  place  for  the  Jewish  people 
an  exodus  from  Egypt  and  an  entry.  So  with  the  true  lamb 
there  took  place  for  the  gentiles  an  exodus  from  error,  and  not 
an  entry.  So  with  the  living  lamb  there  was  a  further  exodus 
too,  for  the  dead  from  sheol,  as  from  Egypt;  for  in  Egypt  two 
symbols  are  depicted,  since  it  reflects  both  sheol  and  error^l 


NARSAI,  On  the  Passion  111. 

EPHREM,  Opera  Omnia  VI,  224,  ET:  MORRIS,  Select  Works  83. 
APHRAHAT,  Demonstratlones  Xll,  521-522. 

EPHREM,  Paschahymnen  6-7,  ET:  BROCK,  Harp  of  the  Spirit  3S. 
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b.  New  Life  in  Christ 

The  invocational  lessons  for  the  Period  of  Great  Lent  call  for 
new  life  in  Christ.  The  first  and  foremost  orientation  of  the  Fast,  as  stated 
in  the  invocationcil  lesson  of  SunI,  is  the  renewal  of  life.  Faithful 
observance  of  the  law  was  the  criterion  of  just  life  in  the  old  covenant, 
while  in  the  new  covenant  the  law  is  replaced  by  faith  in  Christ.  Life 
according  to  faith  is  counted  for  Judgement;  moreover  it  recalls  union  with 
Christ.  Union  with  Christ  brings  liberation  from  sin,  law,  death  and  self. 
New  life  in  union  with  Christ  is  empowered  by  the  Spirit  of  God.  Narsai 
compares  transformation  to  new  life  as  converting  a  lowly  earthen  vessel  to 
a  precious  one: 

A  lowly  earthen  vessel  is  man:  and  (as)  lowly  in  his  nature  as 
an  earthen  vessel;  but  because  he  became  a  dwelling  place  for 
his  creator;  he  made  him  a  precious  vessel^. 

This  transformation  to  new  life  in  Christ  is  through 
reconciliation.  Reconciliation  with  God  is  the  criterion  for  new  life  and 
also  demands  reconciliation  with  one's  fellow  beings.  The  failure  of  Israel, 
however  temporary  and  partial,  was  due  to  its  culpable  refusal  of  God's 
call.  Life  in  Christ  is  participation  in  the  priesthood  as  well  as  in  the 
sacrifice  of  Christ.  Christ  is  the  high  priest  who  intercedes  for  us 
perpetually,  and  is  also  the  perfect  sacrifice.  According  to  Aphrahat 
whoever  eats  his  body  and  drinks  his  blood  is  reckoned  with  the  dead. 


And  to  those  who  were  dead  he  has  given  life  with  him 
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rv.  Period  of  Resurrection 

The  Period  of  Resurrection^^  comprises  seven  weeks^  starting 
from  the  feast  of  Resurrection  and  extending  to  the  feast  of  Pentecost. 


^  NARSAI,  On  the  Passion  107. 

APHRAHAT,  Demonstrationes  Xll,  517-518,  537-538. 

For  the  early  hymns  and  homilies  of  this  period  see  CYRUS  OF 
EDESSA,  Explanation  of  the  the  Resurrection  100-136,  trans.  87-120; 
NARSAI,  On  the  Resuirection  136-161;  NARSAI,  On  the  Ascension  162- 
188;  CYRUS  OF  EDESSA,  Explanation  of  the  the  Ascension,  137-159, 
trans.  121-142. 

^  For  studies  on  this  period  see  PATHIKULANGARA,  Resurrection, 
RAES,  "Paix  pascale"  67-80;  ROUWHORST,  "Date  of  Easter"  1374-1380. 
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The  feast  of  the  Resurrection  stands  as  the  core  and  prolongation  of  this 
Period.  The  West  Syrians  have  the  same  pattern  of  the  period  as  the  East 
Syrians^^. 

1.  Content  of  the  Lessons 

The  commemorative  and  invocational  lessons  may  be  categorized  as 
follows: 

Sunday  of  Resurrection  (vigil) 

*The  women  at  the  tomb  (Lk  24:1-13) 

**Graces  of  redemption,  duties  of  Christians  (Tit  2:11-3:7). 

Sunday  of  Resurrection 

♦Worship  of  Sion  with  the  wealth  of  the  nations  (Is  60:1-8). 

Risen  Christ  appears  to  Mary  Magdalene  (Jn  20:1-19). 

♦♦Hymn  of  Hannah,  Divine  justice  reverses  human  expectations  ( ISam  2:1- 

11). 

United  in  the  death  and  Resurrection  of  Christ  (  Rom  20-6:end). 

MonI 

♦Future  glory  of  Sion  (Is  60:9-end). 

Jesus  is  the  true  vine  (Jn  14:18-15:16). 

Empty  tomb  <Cathedral>  (Mk  16:9b- 18,20). 

♦♦Peter's  sermon  (Acts  2:14-37). 

Christian  life  as  warfare  with  evil  (Eph  6: 10-end). 

Let  not  sin  reign  in  your  mortal  bodies  <Cathedral>  (Rom  6:12-23). 

Tuel 

♦Good  tidings  to  the  afflicted  (Is  61:1-10). 

Risen  Chnst  appears  on  the  way  to  Emmaus,  sharing  of  the  meals  (Lk 
24:13-36). 

♦♦Response  to  Peter's  sermon  (Acts  2:37-end). 

Christ's  resurrection  is  proof  of  resurrection  from  the  dead  (ICor  15:1- 

20). 

Christian  life  as  warfare  with  evil  <Cathedral>  (Eph  6: 10-end). 

WedI 

♦Jerusalem  God's  delightds  61:10-62:6). 


VERMEULEN,  "Pericopes"  384-388,  525-528. 
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Jesus  is  the  true  vine  (Jn  15:1-26). 

New  commandment  to  love  one  another  <Cathedral>  (Jn  13:31-36). 
♦♦Prayer  of  the  Apostles  (Acts  4:23-32). 

Unity  and  diversity  of  the  Church  (Eph  4:1-17). 

Jesus  superior  to  Moses,  take  care  against  evil  <Cathedral>  (Heb  3:1-13). 

Thul 

♦Yahweh  returns  as  husband  to  Sion  (Is  54:1-16) 

Mission  of  the  twelve  Apostles  (Mt  10:1-16). 

Leaven  of  the  Pharisees  and  Sadducees  <Cathedral>  (Mt  16:1a,  5b- 15). 
♦♦Choosing  of  the  seven  Apostolic  assistants  (Acts  6:1-8). 

Set  your  minds  on  things  that  are  above  (Col  2:8-3:5). 

Obedience  and  witness  to  the  world  <Cathedral>  (Phil  2: 12b- 18,  4:4-7, 
Heb  13:21b). 

Frn 

♦Prayer  of  the  three  young  men  in  the  fiery  furnace  (Dan  3:25-45). 
Mission  and  commissioning  of  the  twelve  (Mt  10:1-16). 

♦♦Martyrdom  of  Stephen  (Acts  6:8-7:10). 

Nature  of  faith  (Heb  11:3-11,  32-12:3). 

Sunil 

♦Come  to  the  life  offered  in  Sion  (Is  55:4-end). 

Jesus  appears  to  the  disciples  (Jn  20:  19-23). 

♦♦Sharing  possessions,  hoarding  possessions:  Ananias  and  Sappira  (Acts 
4:32-5:12). 

Thanksgiving  and  prayer  to  lead  a  life  worthy  of  the  Lord  (Col  1:1-21). 
Assurance  of  faith,  judgement,  recall  of  past  <Cathedral>  (Heb  10:19- 
11:1,  ITim  1:17). 

Sunlll 

♦Yahweh  will  gather  more  worshipers  (Is  56:1-8). 

Jesus  is  the  way  to  the  Father  (Jn  14:1-15). 

Appearance  of  the  risen  Christ  beside  the  Sea  of  Galilee  <Cathedral>(Jn 
21:1-14). 

♦♦Apostles  vindicated:  Gamaliel  (Acts  5: 34-end). 

In  Christ  we  have  redemption  and  forgiveness  of  sins  (Eph  1:1-15). 
Thanksgiving  and  prayer  of  intercession  < Cathedral)  (Eph  1:15-2:6,  Heb 
13:21b). 

SunlV 

♦Liberation  of  Israel  (Is  49:13-24). 
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On  Jesus'  departure  and  return  (Jn  16: 16-end). 

Jesus  is  the  way  to  the  Father  <Cathedral>(Jn  14:1-14). 

♦♦Apostles  confirm  the  Samaritan  mission  (Acts  8:14-26). 

Once  dead  now  alive  with  Christ  (Eph  1:15-2:8). 

Union  of  Jews  and  Gentiles  created  in  Christ  <Cathedral>(Eph  2:4-22). 
SunV 

♦Israel,  the  Lord's  servant  (Is  49:7-14). 

Appearance  of  risen  Christ  beside  the  sea  of  Galilee  (Jn  21:1-15). 

Promise  of  Paraclete  and  Jesus'  return  (Jn  14:18-24,  27-31). 

♦♦Saul's  call  (Acts  9:1-20). 

Assurance  of  faith,  judgement  and  recall  of  the  past  (Heb  10:19-39). 
Christ-hymn  (Phil  2:1-11,  Heb  13:21b). 

Sun  VI 

♦Awake  and  rejoice  Jerussilem  (Is  51:9-12,  52:7-13). 

Jesus's  prayer  for  the  disciples  (Jn  17:1 -end). 

♦♦On  Jesus's  departure  and  return  <Cathedral>  (Jn  16:16-33). 

Peter's  vision,  he  receives  messengers  of  Cornelius  (Acts  10:1-17). 

Union  of  Jews  and  Gentiles  created  in  Christ  (Eph  2:4-end). 

Christ  hymn  <Cathedral>  (Col  1:3-20). 

Feast  of  Ascension 

♦Elijah  taken  up  to  heaven  (2Kgs  2:1-16). 

Ascension  of  Christ  (Lk  24:36-end). 

♦♦Apostles'  witness  of  the  Ascension  (Acts  1:1-15). 

Christ  the  only  mediator  between  God  and  man  (ITim  l:18-2:end). 

Unity  and  diversity  in  the  Church  < Cathedral)  (Eph  4:1-16). 

SunVII 

♦Isaiah's  vision  of  God  in  his  temple  (Is  6: 1-end). 

Appearance  of  Jesus  and  his  Ascension  (Mk  16:9-20). 

♦♦Replacing  Judas  (Acts  1:1 5-end). 

Exhortation  for  the  community,  unity  and  steadfastness,  humility  and 
selflessness  (Phil  1:27-2:12). 

Redemption  wrought  by  Christ  as  a  new  Exodus  < Cathedral)  (Heb  4:14- 
5:10). 
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2.  Themes  of  the  Lessons 


The  commemorative  and  invocational  lessons  are  structured 
mainly  on  two  themes:  the  glorification  of  Christ  and  the  unity  of  believers 
in  Christ. 


a.  Glorification  of  Christ 

The  commemorative  lessons  of  the  Resurrection  Period 
demonstrate  basically  the  glorification  of  Christ  attained  through  the 
resurrection.  Similar  to  Israel,  who  through  the  Exodus  attained  the 
promised  land  in  which  Mount  Sion  became  the  center  of  God's  presence, 
the  victory  over  death  achieved  through  the  resurrection  which  glorified 
Christ  and  the  Messianic  community,  became  the  sign  of  God's  presence. 
Ephrem  in  his  hymn  on  the  Resurrection  explains  the  victory  over  death  as 
follows: 

From  on  high  he  came  down  as  Lord,  from  the  womb  he  came 
forth  as  a  servant.  Death  knelt  before  him  in  Sheol,  and  life 

in 

worshiped  him  in  his  resurrection.  Blessed  is  his  victory^ . 

Victory  over  death  is  expressed  by  the  appearances  of  the  risen  Christ  to 
his  disciples,  and  by  the  breaking  of  bread  which  opened  the  eyes  of  the 
Apostles  to  identify  the  reality  of  the  resurrection.  Christ's  Ascension  to 
the  Father  crowned  his  glorification  and  manifested  himself  as  the  way  to 
the  Father.  According  to  Ephrem: 

From  on  high  did  power  descend  to  us,  from  a  womb  did  hope 
shine  out  for  us,  from  the  grave  salvation  appeared  for  us,  and 
on  the  right  hand  the  king  sits  for  us:  blessed  is  his  glory^. 

The  future  mission  was  entrusted  to  the  Apostles,  his  continued  presence 
promised  to  them.  Through  the  parable  of  the  true  vine  he  gave  the  fidelity 
of  the  fullness  of  life  to  those  who  abide  in  him. 


b.  Begmning  of  the  Messianic  Community 

The  invocational  lessons  of  the  Resurrection  Period  focus  on 
the  beginnings  of  the  Messianic  community.  This  redeemed  community 
finds  its  unity  in  the  risen  Christ.  Among  the  variable  prayers  of  the 


EPHREM,  Paschahymnen  79,  trans.  64,  ET:  BROCK,  Harp  of  the 
Spirit  28. 

^  EPHREM,  Paschahymnen  79,  trans.  63,  ET:  Harp  of  the  Spirit  Il¬ 

ls. 
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Eucharistic  liturgy  the  onita-d-Raze  exclaims  the  joy  of  the  community  in 
the  risen  Christ: 

Exultation  throughout  the  earth:  The  whole  earth  will  be  filled 
with  his  honor,  amen  and  amen.  Behold  I  announce  to  you  a 
great  joy  that  will  be  for  the  whole  world.  The  whole  of 
creation  is  filled  with  joy,  hope  and  salvation.  For  a  long  time 
it  was  afflicted  by  error,  but  now  it  has  found  a  good  leader, 
the  heavenly  shepherd  (who  has)  brought  back  the  sheep  that 
strayed  away;  and  behold,  the  enemy  cries  out  saying:  all  the 
strength  of  my  power  has  been  trampled  down  and  has  been 
lost;  for,  Christ  pse  up  from  among  the  dead  and  illumined 
the  entire  world^ . 

The  beginning  of  the  Messianic  community  by  the  resurrection  is 
symbolically  demonstrated  in  the  sacrament  of  Baptism,  conferred  on  the 
eve  of  the  feast  of  the  Resurrection.  According  to  Aphrahat  by  baptism  one 
is  joined  to  the  people  of  God: 

After  he  circumcises  his  heart  from  evil  deeds,  he  then 
progresses  to  baptism,  the  fulfillment  of  the  true  circumcision, 
is  joined  with  the  people  of  God,  and  added  to  the  body  and 
blood  of  the  Messiah^. 

Meanwhile  the  Gentiles  as  well  as  the  Jews  find  no  difference  in  the 
Messianic  community  because  both  find  unity  in  Christ;  however  the  gifts 
are  different  and  everything  is  for  the  good  of  the  community.  The  mission 
of  the  apostles,  the  appointment  of  apostolic  assistants  and  the  call  of  Saul 
explain  the  variety  of  services  in  the  same  community  for  the  proclamation 
of  the  mystery  of  salvation.  According  to  Ephrem: 

Listen,  O  mortal  men,  to  the  mystery  of  the  Resurrection, 
which  was  once  concealed.  Behold,  it  is  now  proclaimed 
abroad,  in  this  latter  age,  in  the  Holy  Church^l 
As  well  as  a  joy,  life  in  the  Messianic  community  is  also  a  warfare  against 
the  powers  of  evil.  The  persecution  of  the  Apostles  and  the  martyrdom  of 
St.  Stephen  express  the  afflictions  to  be  faced  in  the  Christian  life. 


Supplementum  Mysteriorum,  87;trans.  PATHIKULANGARA, 
Resurrection  362-363. 

APHRAHAT,  Demonstrationes  XII,  527-528. 

EPHREM,  Opera  Omnia  VI,  303,  ET:  BURGESS,  Select  Hymns  and 
Homilies  77. 
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V.  Periods  of  Apostles  and  Summer 

The  two  Periods  of  Apostles  and  Summer  are  interrelated  and 
centered  on  the  feast  of  the  Apostles^.  They  comprise  fourteen  Weeks. 
The  feast  of  Pentecost^^  stands  as  the  starting  point  of  the  Period  of 
Apostles  and  the  feast  of  Apostles  is  the  beginning  of  the  Period  of 
Summer.  The  Period  of  Apostles  is  a  preparation,  while  the  Period  of 
Summer  is  a  prolongation  of  the  feast.  Among  the  West  Syrians,  the 
Maronites  have  divided  the  period  from  the  feast  of  Resurrection  to 
Pentecost  and  from  Pentecost  to  the  Exaltation  of  Cross,  while  the 
Antiochenes,  division  of  the  period  corresponds  to  the  East  Syrian 

1.  Content  of  the  Lessons 

The  commemorative  and  invocational  lessons  may  be 
categorized  as  indicated  below: 

Period  of  Apostles 
Feast  of  Pentecost 
♦Sinai  Theophany  (Ex  19:1-10). 

Jesus'  promise  of  a  counselor  (In  14:15-17,  25-27,  15:25-16:16). 
♦♦Coming  of  the  Spirit,  inauguration  of  the  Messianic  community  (Acts 
2:1-22). 

Gifts  of  the  Spirit,  the  Body  of  Christ  (ICor  12:1-28). 

Friday  of  Gold 

♦Recall  of  God's  promises,  be  strong,  fear  not  (Is  35:3-end). 

Gentiles  are  open  to  message  of  Jesus'  kingdom:  healing  of  the  Centurion's 
slave,  raising  the  widow's  son  at  Nain  (Lk  7:1-24). 

Commissioning  of  the  twelve  <Cathedrai>  (Mt  10:1a,  5b- 15,  Mk  6:12-13). 
♦♦Lame  man  healed,  Peter's  sermon  in  the  temple  (Acts  3:1 -end). 

Love  the  sublime  virtue,  the  characteristics  of  love  (1  Cor  12:28-13:end). 
Community  as  a  building,  appeal  to  realize  their  holiness  < Cathedral) 
(ICor  3:9-17,16:13-14,19-24). 


^  For  the  homilies  and  hymns  of  this  period  see  CYRUS  OF  EDESSA, 
Explanation  on  Pentecost,  160-187,  trans.  121-142;  HNANA,  Traite  sur  Je 
vendredi  d 'or  53-67. 

For  the  feast  of  Pentecost  see  ENNOLIKARA,  Feast  of  Pentecost 
119-341. 

^  VERMEULEN,  "Pericopes''  528-548. 
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Sunil 

♦Community's  penitence  and  petition,  Yahweh's  merciful  response  (Joel 
2:15-27). 

Jesus'  feet  anointed,  love  and  forgiveness  (Lk  7:3 1-end). 

Lord  of  the  Sabbath,  plucking  of  ears  of  grain,  healing  of  a  man  with  a 
withered  hand  <Cathedral>  (Mt  12:1-13,  Lk  7:6). 

♦♦Peter  and  John  before  the  council  authorities  (Acts  4:5-23). 

Conduct  of  Christian  community  (ICor  5:6-6:12). 

Faith,  love  and  steadfastness  in  persecution  <Cathedral>  (2Thess  1:3-12, 
Heb  13:21b). 

Sunlll 

♦Juridical  organization  of  the  Israel  community  (Dt  1:3-18). 

Christian  mission  and  observance  of  the  law,  Jesus  and  the  Lawyer,  parable 
of  the  good  Samaritan,  discipleship  for  men  and  women,  Martha  and  Mary 
(Lk  10:23-end). 

Jesus  enters  into  Galilee,  the  place  of  the  Gentiles,  call  of  first  disciples 
<  Cathedral) 

(Mt  4:12-25). 

♦♦Redemption  for  only  a  few  survivors  who  return  to  Sion  by  righteousness 
(Is  1:1-10). 

Paul's  confidence  in  his  congregation  (2Cor  3:4-18). 

SunlV 

♦Desert  wanderings  and  the  providence  of  God  recalled  (Dt  1:16-34). 
Choosing  of  the  twelve  Apostles,  sermon  on  the  plain,  nature  of  the 
kingdom  (Lk  6:12-47). 

Inward  renewal  of  the  disciples,  gratitude  and  faith  of  the  Samaritan  leper 
<Cathedral>  (Lk  17:5-19). 

♦♦Appeal  to  Sion  to  learn  how  to  do  good  (Is  1:10-21). 

Call  to  be  converted  to  the  Christian  message  (ICor  9: 13-end). 

Perverted  ritual  in  Galatia,  Paul  in  Jerusalem  < Cathedral) 

(Gal  1:6-10,  13-14,1:20-2:8,  Eph  3:20-21). 

SunV 

♦Courage  and  faith  to  form  the  community  envisioned  by  Deuteronomy  (Dt 
1:33-2:2). 

Parable  of  rich  fool,  on  the  deleterious  effects  possessions  can  have  on 
disciples  (Lk  12:16-35). 

Jesus  walks  on  the  waters  <Cathedral)  (Mt  14:13-34). 

♦♦Lament  over  the  rebellion  of  Israel  (Is  1:21 -end). 
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Spiritual  gifts  of  the  community:  prophecy  and  speaking  in  tongues  (ICor 
14:1-20). 

Warning  against  false  teachers,  comment  on  the  Law  <Cathedral>  (ITim 
1:3-17). 


Sun  VI 

♦Law  to  all  Israel  (Dt  4:1-10). 

Rationale  for  opposition  to  Jesus  and  his  disciples(Lk  12:57-13:1). 
Canaanite  woman's  faith  <Cathedral>  (Mt  15:2 lb-28). 

**Sion,  mountain  of  Lord's  house  (Is  2:1-19). 

Warning  against  idolatry,  Christian  sharing  of  the  Eucharistic  meal  (ICor 
10:14-33). 

Concerning  food  offered  to  idols  <Cathedral>  (ICor  8:1-9:12). 

SunVII 

♦Commentary  on  the  first  part  of  the  decalogue  (Dt  4:10-25). 

Strict  requirements  for  the  kingdom,  need  for  repentance,  Jesus's  journey 
to  Jerusalem(Lk  13:22-end). 

Discourse  on  faith,  the  epileptic  boy,  passion  prediction,  temple  tax 
<Cathedral>  (Mt  17:10-27). 

♦♦Woes  against  corruption  (Is  5:8-26). 

Glimpse  of  the  everyday  life  of  the  early  Christian  community  (ICor  15:58- 
16:end). 

Live  a  life  of  holiness  <Cathedral>  (IThess  4:1-12,  5:12-28). 

FriVII 

♦Cyrus,  champion  of  justice  (Is  41:8-21). 

Commissioning  of  the  twelve  (Mt  10:37-11:16). 

Instruction  to  the  seventy  <Cathedral>  (Lk  10:1-12,16). 

♦♦Gospel  resisted  and  vindicated  in  Jerusalem  (Acts  13:13-24). 
Justification  as  vindication  by  the  love  of  God  in  Christ  (Rom  8:28-9:6). 
God's  comfort  for  the  apostles  and  Corinthians  in  the  midst  of  afflictions 

<  Cathedrals 

(2Cor  1:3-14,  Heb  13:21b). 

Period  of  Summer 
SunI 

♦Fire  of  Yahweh,  Elijah  kills  the  prophets  of  Baal  on  Mount  Carmel  (IKgs 
18:30-40). 

Healing  on  the  Sabbath  day,  lesson  for  guests  and  hosts  (Lk  14:1-15). 
Return  of  the  seventy,  Jesus'  prayer  of  thanks,  commissioning  the  apostles 

<  Cathedrals 
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(Lk  10:16-24,  Mt  28:19-20). 

♦♦Apostolic  signs  and  wonders  in  the  temple,  apostles  arrested  (Acts  5:12- 
13). 

Image  of  the  life  of  the  apostle  Paul  (ICor  4:9-17). 

Paul,  one  among  the  apostles  to  whom  the  kerygma  is  entrusted  (ICor 
15:1-11,  16:13-14,  19-24). 

Paul  has  been  guided  by  the  grace  of  God  <Mosul>  (2Cor  1:1-14). 

Sunil 

♦Unique  vocation  of  Israel  in  the  covenant  (Dt  4:32-41). 

God's  mercy  for  sinners,  parables  of  lost  sheep,  coin  and  prodigal  son  (Lk 
15:4-end). 

♦♦Vision  of  Sion  restored  (Is  3:16-4:end). 

Ministry  of  the  New  Covenant  (2Cor  3:4-end). 

Christ,  the  paradigm  for  Jew  and  Gentile  <Cathedral>  (Rom  15:1-13). 
Sunlll 

♦Ten  commandments  (Dt  5:1-17). 

Healing  of  the  man  bom  blind,  Jesus  is  the  Son  of  Man  (Jn  9:1-39). 
Parable  of  the  rich  fool  <Cathedral>  (Lk  12:13-21,  Mt  13:9) 

♦♦Song  of  vineyard  (Is  5:1-8). 

Paul's  confidence  in  his  congregation  (2Cor  7:1-12). 

Conduct  with  non-Christians  <Cathedral>  (ICor  5:9-6:11). 

SunlV 

♦Moses  delegated  to  promulgate  the  law  (Dt  5:16-6:4). 

Jesus'  teaching  with  authority  breaks  down  barrier  between  Jew  and  Gentile 
(Mk  7:1-24). 

Rationale  for  opposition  to  Jesus  and  his  disciples,  call  to  repentance 
<Cathedral>  (Lk  10:49-13:9). 

♦♦Hand  of  Yahweh's  wrath  (Is  9:8-end). 

Call  for  obedience  to  the  Gospel  (2Cor  10:1 -end). 

Appeal  to  glorify  God  in  your  bodies  <Cathedral>  (ICor  4:17-5:5,  6:12- 

20). 

SunV 

♦Feast  of  Tabernacles  (Lev  23:33-43). 

Necessity  of  sharing  possessions  with  the  needy,  parable  of  rich  man  and 
Lazarus  (Lk  16:19-17:11). 

Christian  mission  and  observance  of  the  law,  Jesus  and  the  lawyer,  parable 
of  good  Samaritan,  discipleship  for  men  and  women,  Martha  and  Mary 
<Cathedral>  (Lk  10:25-37). 
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♦♦Warning  against  the  covenant  with  death  (Is  28:14-23). 

Allegation  of  fraud,  about  improper  behavior  (2Cor  12: 14-end). 

Call  to  consider  the  good  of  others  <Cathedral>  (ICor  10:23-11:12). 

SunVI 

♦Various  rules  of  conduct:  on  the  Sabbath,  on  worship  (Lev  19:1-5,  9- 
15). 

Inward  renewal  of  disciples,  the  gratitude  and  faith  of  a  Samaritan  leper  (Lk 
17:5-20). 

Parable  of  the  dishonest  steward  < Cathedral)  (Lk  16:1-9,  Mt  13:9). 
♦♦Woe  to  those  hiding  from  God's  counsel  (Is  29: 13-end). 

Paul's  example  in  Thessalonica  (IThess  2:1-13). 

Appeal  for  collection,  on  giving  generously  <Cathedral>(2Cor  9:1-15). 

SunVII 

♦Rules  on  justice  and  charity,  directives  for  the  main  priest  of  the 
community 

(Lev  19:15-19,  20:9-15). 

Necessity  of  sharing  possessions  with  the  needy,  the  rich  man  and  Lazarus 
(Lk  16:19-31,  Mt  13:9). 

♦♦Judh's  peril  and  future  restoration  (Is  33:1-15). 

Paul's  ministry  in  Thessalonica  (IThess  2:14-3:4). 

Christian  sharing;  be  reconciled  to  your  apostle  <Cathedral>  (ICor  10:14a- 

22). 

2.  Themes  of  the  Lessons 

The  call  for  universal  discipleship  of  Christ  and  the  Spirit- 
guided  Messianic  community  are  the  two  themes  of  the  commemorative 
and  invocational  lessons  of  this  Period. 

a.  Universal  Call  for  Discipleship  of  Christ 

The  discipleship  of  Christ  is  the  fundamental  theme  of  the 
commemorative  lessons  of  the  Periods  of  Apostles  and  Summer.  For  the 
Israelites,  the  laws  and  traditions  given  in  Deuteronomy  were  traits  of  their 
belonging  to  the  Lord,  while  for  the  disciples  of  Christ  it  was  the  Good 
News  preached  by  him.  Love  and  forgiveness  are  shown  as  the  traits  of  this 
message.  The  disciples  are  called  to  be  messengers  of  this  message,  and 
their  mission,  initially  oriented  to  finding  the  lost  sheep,  is  not  limited  to 
the  Jews.  The  ministry  of  Christ  in  Galilee  as  well  as  the  parable  of  the 
Good  Samaritan  and  the  faith  of  the  Centurion  break  the  boundaries  of  the 
Christian  mission. 
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The  call  and  mission  of  the  apostles  are  the  center  of  the 
thematic  presentation  of  this  Period.  Christ  made  fishermen  the  future 
ambassadors  of  the  Good  News.  The  signs  and  miracles  are  intended,  as 
stated  in  the  Gospels,  to  make  them  grow  in  faith.  The  Gloria  of  the  onita- 
d-Ewangelio  of  variable  prayers  for  the  feast  of  Pentecost  prays  for 
strength  for  discipleship: 

Keep  away  from  them  hard  times  of  (love  of  avarice  of  money) 
and  give  them  mercy  before  the  kings,  in  your  mercy  give 
freedom  to  those  of  them  who  are  imprisoned,  and  make  their 
judgement  in  victory,  and  make  us  all  worthy  to  have  a  quiet 
and  peaceful  dwelling  and  to  find  mercy  on  the  day  of  reward 
and  to  be  led  according  to  your  commandment  and  to  be 
pleasing  to  the  will  of  your  Lordship  +  O  Christ,  the  tranquility 
that  appeases  every  creature,  appease  (pacify)  your  Church, 
and  keep  her  children  by  the  prayer  of  all  your  saints  and  have 
mercy  on  her  . 

And  onita-d-raze  of  SunI  of  Summer  prays  for  the  extension  of  the  peace 
and  tranquility  of  the  good  news  among  the  people: 

O,  Lord  the  almighty,  your  sanctuary  is  exalted  with  glory  and 
the  faithful  of  your  Church  are  crowned  with  honor.  Multiply 
your  lasting  peace  and  tranquility  among  your  people^. 


b.  Spirit  Guided  Messianic  Community 

The  invocational  lessons  of  these  Periods  are  structured  on 
the  theme  of  a  Spirit-guided  Messianic  community.  The  formal 
inauguration  of  the  Messianic  community  was  made  with  the  empowering 
of  the  Spirit  on  Pentecost.  The  onita-d-Evangelion  of  the  variable  prayers 
of  the  feast  of  Pentecost  narrates  it  as  follows: 

Christ  clothed  his  Apostles  with  the  weapon  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
and  showed  the  hidden  mystery  of  the  divinity  that  is 
announced  about  the  three  Qnome.  And  in  the  form  of  fire  as 
tongues  he  (Holy  Spirit)  dwelt  upon  them  and  they  began  to 
speak  in  diverse  tongues  the  praises  of  Christ,  the  Lord.  The 
people  and  the  nations  were  standing  in  great  wonder 
(thinking)  what  is  this  new  thing  that  has  taken  place  since  the 


Supplementum  Mysterionim  108;trans.  ENNOLIKARA,  Pentecost 

165. 

Supplementum  Mysterionim  126;  trans.  MOOLAN,  Annunciation- 
Nativity  45. 
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hidden  mysteries  are  made  known  by  illiterate  fishermen.  Christ 
who  enriched  his  servants  through  his  gifts,  have  pity  on  vour 
Church  and  protect  her  children  and  have  mercy  on  her  . 

The  guidance  of  the  Spirit  was  proved  by  the  signs  and  miracles  of  the 
apostles,  and  even  in  the  midst  of  afflictions  they  attained  the  courage  to 
confess  the  name  of  the  Lord.  Of  the  gifts  showered  on  the  Messianic 
community,  the  first  and  foremost  characteristic  is  the  agape-love,  while 
the  Eucharistic  sharing  is  the  power.  The  apostle  Paul  demonstrates  his  life 
style  as  the  model  of  Spirit  guided  life. 

VI.  Period  of  Elijah,  Cross  and  Moses 

The  three  Periods  of  Elijah,  Cross  and  Moses  are  interrelated 
and  centered  on  the  feast  of  Cross^^.  The  three  Sundays  before  the  feast 
are  preparatory  and  the  following  Sundays  are  the  completion.  They 
comprise  eleven  Sundays  calculated  so  that  the  fourth  Sunday  of  Elijah  is 
the  beginning  of  the  Period  of  Cross  and  on  the  fifth  Sunday  of  Cross  the 
Period  of  Moses  begins. 

1.  Content  of  the  Lessons 

The  commemorative  and  invocational  lessons  may  be  categorized  as 
follows: 

SunI 

♦Response  to  the  child's  question,  recall  of  the  salvation  history  of  Israel 
(Dt  6:20-7:6). 

Jesus's  ministry  to  outcasts,  healing  a  blind  man  near  Jericho,  salvation 
brought  to  Zacchaeus 
(Lk  18:35-19:11). 

A  sinful  woman  responds  to  God's  gift  of  forgiveness  < Cathedral)  (Lk 
7:36-50). 

♦♦Trust  not  in  Egypt;  Yahweh  defends  Jerusalem  (Is  31: 1-end). 

Prayer  and  thanksgiving  for  faith,  love  and  steadfastness  in  persecution 
(2Thess  1: 1-end). 


Supplementum  Mysteriomm  108,  trans.  ENNOLIKARA,  Pentecost 
164-165. 

For  the  study  on  the  feast  of  Cross  and  the  period  see  PAYNGOT, 
Cross  . 
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Freedom  and  discipline  of  the  Spirit  <Cathedral>  (Gal  5:16-26,  Rom  15:33). 
Sunil 

♦Israel,  a  people  set  apart  by  God  (Dt  7:7-12). 

Response  to  the  kingdom  of  God,  parable  of  the  sower  (Mt  13:1-24). 
Choosing  of  the  twelve  Apostles,  sermon  on  the  plain:  nature  of  the 
kingdom  <Cathedral>  (Lk  6:12-46). 

♦♦Patience  and  mercy  of  God  (Is  30:15-27). 

Salvation  for  the  elect  (2Thess  2: 15-end). 

Assurance  of  PauPs  concern  for  the  community  at  Corinth  <Cathedral> 
(2Cor  1:12-2:11). 

Sunlll 

♦Confidence  in  Yahweh  required  for  success  (Dt  7: 12-end). 

Parables  of  the  kingdom  of  God:  of  darnel,  of  the  mustard  seed  and  of  the 
leaven  (Mt  13:24-44). 

Call  of  Matthew  the  tax  collector,  healing  of  two  blind  men  <Cathedral> 
(Mt  9:9-13,  15:29-31). 

♦♦Just  king  ruling  an  ordered  society,  justice  as  a  future  promise  (Is  32:1- 
33:7). 

News  of  Paul's  imprisonment  (Phil  1:12-26). 

An  appeal  to  obey  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  question  on  the  Jurisdiction  of  the 
Christian  community  <Cathedral>  (2Cor  10:3-18). 

Feast  of  the  Cross 

♦Song  of  the  suffering  servant  (Is  52:13-53:end). 

Appearance  of  the  risen  Christ  on  the  way  to  Emmaus  and  sharing  of  the 
meal  (Lk  24:  13-36). 

♦♦Peter's  sermon  after  Pentecost  (Acts  2:14-37). 

Christ-hymn  (Phil  1:27-2:11). 

In  God's  plan,  faith  saves  <Cathedral>  (Gal  2:17-3:14,  6:11-18). 

SunlV 

♦Call  for  a  new  commitment  to  God  who  brought  Israel  out  of  Egypt  (Dt 
8:1 1-end). 

Call  of  the  first  disciples,  the  beatitudes  (Mt  4:12-5:17). 

Healing  of  the  man  bom  blind,  Jesus  is  the  Son  of  Man  < Cathedral)  (Jn 
9:1-38) 

♦♦Announcement  of  blessedness  in  the  future  Jerusalem  (Is  33: 13-end). 
Christ-hymn  (Phil  1:27-2:12). 

Paul,  an  example  of  unselfish  charity  <Cathedral>  (ICor  9:13-17). 
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SimV 

♦Conquest  of  the  land  is  the  work  of  Jahweh  (Dt  9:1-9). 

Healing  of  the  epileptic  boy,  passion  prediction,  temple  tax  (Mt  17: 14- 
end). 

Jesus  the  way,  truth  and  life  < Cathedral) (In  14:1-14). 

♦♦Praise  of  God  for  the  destruction  of  the  palace  of  the  aliens  (Is  25:1- 

9). 

Paul's  example  to  be  followed  in  the  path  of  Christian  salvation  (Phil  3:1- 
15). 

Thanksgiving  and  prayer,  hymn  on  the  pre-eminence  of  Christ  < Cathedral) 
(Col  1:3-20). 

SunVI 

♦Israel's  rebellion  and  God's  forgiveness  (Dt  9:13-23). 

Miracle  of  feeding  the  four  thousand(Mt  15:21-39). 

Jesus's  ministry  to  outcasts,  healing  the  blind  man  near  Jericho,  salvation 
brought  to  Zacchaeus  < Cathedral) (Lk  18:35-19:10). 

♦♦Hymn  of  lament  and  assurance  of  the  Divine  response  (Is  26:1-20). 
Counsels  of  harmony,  joy  and  peace  (Phil  4:4-end). 

Paul's  example  to  be  followed  on  the  path  of  Christian  salvation 
<  Cathedral) 

(Phil  3:lb-14,  Heb  13:21b). 

SunVII 

♦Life  of  Israel  under  the  covenant  (Dt  10: 12-end). 

Parable  of  the  lost  sheep.  Church  discipline  on  trial  procedures  (Mt  18:1- 
19). 

Jesus  the  saviour  of  the  world,  dialogue  with  the  Samaritan  woman  on  living 
water  < Cathedral) (Jn  4:5-30,  39-42). 

♦♦Judh's  peril  and  future  restoration  (Is  33:1-14). 

Spiritual  gifts  of  the  community  (ICor  14: 1,3, 12,20,21,26,31 -end). 

Proper  dress  at  liturgical  assemblies  <Cathedral)  (ICor  11:3-16). 

SunVIII 

♦Promise  of  the  land,  motive  for  covenant  fulfillment  (Dt  11:1-13). 
Parable  of  the  laborers  in  the  vineyard  (Mt  20:1-17). 

Parables  on  prayer:  the  Pharisee  and  Publican  (Lk  18:2-14,  Mt  13:9). 
♦♦God  decrees  salvation  for  exiled  Israel  (Is  40:1-18). 

Paul's  sincerity  in  deferring  the  visit  to  Corinth  (2Cor  l:23-2:end). 

Stand  fast  in  the  tradition,  prayer  for  steadfastness  (2Thess  2:15-3:18). 
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SunlX 

♦Israel  must  decide  between  blessing  and  curse  (Dt  11:13-12:2). 

Raising  of  J aims'  daughter  and  healing  of  the  woman  with  a  hemorrhage 
(Lk  8:41-end). 

Healing  of  the  woman  with  a  hemorrhage  (Mk  5:22-34). 

♦♦Splendid  majesty  of  God  the  creator  (Is  40:18-41:8). 

Freedom  and  discipline  of  the  Spirit  (Gal  5: 1-end). 

Domestic  duties  (Eph  5:21-6:9). 

SunX 

♦Different  forms  of  temptation  to  idolatry  (Dt  13:12-19). 

Stilling  the  storm,  cure  of  the  Gadarene  Demoniac,  healing  of  the  paralytic 
(Mt  8:23-9:9). 

Teaching  about  divorce,  the  rich  young  man  (Mt  19:  lb- 12,  16-26,  13:9). 
Cripple  healed  on  the  Sabbath  <Mosul>  (Jn  5:1-18). 

♦♦Cyrns  the  champion  of  justice  (Is  41:8-21). 

Practical  instmctions  to  the  Churches  (Gal  6:1-18). 

Israel's  failure  is  partial  and  temporary  (Rom  11:25-36). 

SunXI 

♦Rules  for  sacred  and  profane  meat  (Dt  12:29-14:3). 

Question  about  the  Resurrection,  the  great  commandment  (Mt  22:22-36). 
Response  to  the  kingdom  of  God:  parable  of  the  sower  (Mt  13:1-23). 
Jesus  the  saviour  of  the  world,  dialogue  with  the  Samaritan  woman  <Mosul> 
(Jn  4:3-30). 

♦♦Song  of  suffering  servant  (Is  41:21-42:5). 

Pastoral  duties  (ITim  5:1-17). 

Announcement  of  the  coming  visit  of  Paul  (2Cor  12: 14b- 13: 13). 

2.  Themes  of  the  Lessons 

The  commemorative  and  invocational  lessons  of  the  Period  of 
Elijah,  Cross  and  Moses  are  structured  on  the  basis  of  two  themes:  the 
kingdom  of  God,  and  the  Church  as  the  redeemed  community. 

a.  Kingdom  of  God 

The  central  theme  of  the  commemorative  lessons  of  the 
Period  of  Elijah,  Cross  and  Moses  is  the  kingdom  of  God.  The  kingdom 
of  God  is  begun  by  the  Son  of  God  and  achieves  its  fullness  at  the  close 
of  the  ages.  For  the  Israelites  the  attainment  of  the  promised  land  was  the 
realization  of  their  exodus;  on  the  other  hand  for  Christians  the  full 
realization  of  the  kingdom  of  God  is  the  goal  of  their  life  in  Christ. 
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Through  the  Emmaus  event  and  the  sharing  of  meals,  the  words  of  Jesus 
about  the  kingdom  of  God  found  fulfillment.  He  promised,  "I  have 
earnestly  desired  to  eat  this  passover  with  you  before  I  suffer;  for  I  tell  you 
I  shall  not  eat  it  until  it  is  fulfilled  in  the  kingdom  of  God"  (Lk  22:16,18). 
Among  the  variable  prayers  for  the  feast  of  Cross,  onita-  d-raze  exalts  the 
announcement  of  the  kingdom: 

I  will  exalt  my  Lord  the  king  (Ps  144:1).  His  glory  is  on  earth 
and  in  heaven  (Ps  148:13).  Truly  great  is  this  mystery  of 
righteousness  (ITim  3:16).  And  in  his  name  will  nations  trust 
(Mt  12:21).  The  mystery  of  Cross  is  uttered  and  all  creatures 
rejoice,  because  Christ  the  king  is  announced  and  all  the  world 
sanctified^^. 

The  parable  of  the  sower  demonstrates  the  response  to  the  kingdom  of 
God  and  the  parables  of  the  darnel,  mustard  seed  and  leaven  give  the 
nature  of  it.  The  universal  call  and  its  proper  response  are  stressed  in  the 
ministry  of  Jesus  to  the  outcasts.  The  encounters  with  the  Samaritan 
woman  and  with  Zacchaeus  give  importance  to  openness  to  all  without 
limitations.  On  this  spirit  the  prayer  of  onita-d-raze  for  the  fourth  Sunday 
of  Cross  invites  all  to  the  banquet  of  the  kingdom: 

Praise  the  Lord  in  his  sanctuary.  Raise  your  hands  to  the 
sanctuary  and  bless  the  Lord.  His  elect  were  assembled  before 
him.  Behold  my  banquet  is  ready  and  everything  is  prepared. 

Come  to  the  feast.  Behold,  you  are  invited  to  the  new  life  of 
the  sanctifying  body  and  blood.  Adorn  yourselves,  give  praise 
and  thanks,  through  the  songs  of  the  Spirit,  to  the  son  of  the 
king  who  came  down  to  us,  saved  us  by  his  cross  and  gave  us 
his  body  and  blood.  On  this  account  all  the  saints  exult  and 
shout  to  him,  holy,  holy  is  our  vivifier^^. 

The  beatitudes  aind  the  sermon  on  the  plain  read  in  this  period  focus  the 
Magna  Carta  of  the  kingdom  of  God.  Forgiveness  and  love  of  God  are  two 
basic  traits  of  the  kingdom.  The  call  of  Matthew  the  tax  collector,  and  the 
call  of  the  apostles  give  testimony  to  the  unconditional  love  of  God.  The 
parables  of  the  prodigal  son,  the  lost  sheep,  and  the  lost  coin  are  focussed 
on  the  mercy  and  forgiveness  of  God  in  his  kingdom. 


Supplementum  Mysterionim  144;  trans.  290. 

Supplementum  Mysterionim  149;  trans  PAYNGOT,  Cross  248. 
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b.  Church  the  Redeemed  Community 

The  invocational  lessons  of  this  period  have  as  their  central 
theme  the  Church  as  the  redeemed  community.  Similar  to  the  OT 
community  of  Israel  which  was  set  apart  by  God  to  witness  Yahweh  by  its 
way  of  life  observing  the  laws,  the  NT  community,  the  Church,  is  the 
chosen  people  redeemed  by  the  blood  of  Christ.  The  gloria  of  the  onita- 
d-qanke  for  the  feast  of  the  Cross  praises  the  mystery  of  redemption 
achieved  by  the  Church: 

Saviour,  your  Church  carries  the  heavenly  treasure  and  riches. 

She  takes  refuge  and  fixes  her  trust  in  the  mysteries  and 
figures.  You  entrusted  to  her,  namely  the  great  book  of  your 
Gospel  the  adorable  wood  of  your  Cross  and  the  glorious 
image  of  your  humanity.  Great  is  the  mystery  of  your 
redemption^l 

Faith  is  the  characteristic  testimony  of  belonging  to  the  community.  Life 
according  to  faith  means  the  observance  of  the  word  of  God.  The  lessons 
for  this  period  are  mainly  focused  on  the  apostolic  exhortations  on  the  way 
of  life  of  the  redeemed  community.  In  this  spirit  the  invocation  of  the 
onita-d-raze  for  the  Sunil  of  the  Period  of  Cross  is  understood: 

Come  let  us  glorify  the  Lord.  Those  who  remain  in  the  house 
of  the  Lord  during  nights.  The  Lord  protects  the  faithful. 

That  henceforth  we  may  serve  in  a  new  spirit  and  adhere  to  the 
spirit.  Let  all  of  us  the  faithful,  come  in  the  newness  of  spirit 
and  confess  him  without  hesitation.  For  we  see  on  the  holy 
altar  the  Lamb  of  God  who  is  daily  immolated  mystically.  And 
although  he  is  alive  eternally,  he  is  divided  among  all  people 
without  diminishing  or  disappearing.  Therefore  in  fear  and 
trembling  let  us  all  shout:  Holy,  holy  are  you,  o  lord,  with 
whose  glory  the  heavens  and  the  earth  are  filled^. 


VII  Period  of  the  Dedication  of  the  Church 

The  Period  of  the  Dedication^^  of  the  Church  comprises  the 
last  four  Sundays  of  the  East  Syrian  lectionaiy  system.  The  East  Syrian 


Supplementum  Mysteriorum  144;  trans.  PAYNGOT,  Cross  290. 

^  Supplementum  Mysteriorum  145-146;  trans.  PAYNGOT,  Cross  236. 

For  the  study  of  this  period  see  THECKANATH,  Bride  of  Christ, 
BOTTE,  "Dimanches  de  la  dedicace"  65-70. 
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Church  concludes  the  Church  year  with  this  Period,  while  the  West  Syrians 
have  this  period  at  the  beginning,  extending  over  two  Sundays^^  SunI 
named  'hudat  edta'  (renewal  of  the  Church),  is  the  core  of  this  Period. 

1.  Content  of  the  Lessons 

The  commemorative  and  invocational  lessons  are  categorized  and  given  as 
follows: 

SunI 

♦Moses's  erection  of  the  tabernacle,  and  the  theophanic  cloud  (Ex  40: 17- 
end). 

Christ  the  Son  of  the  living  God,  Peter's  confession  (Mt  16:13-20). 
♦♦Isaiah's  vision  of  God  in  the  temple  (Is  6: 1-end). 

Praise  of  agape  love  and  its  characteristics  (ICor  12:28- 13:end). 

Old  earthly  sacrifice  and  new  heavenly  sacrifice:  Christ  the  high  priest 
seated  at  the  right  hand  of  the  throne  of  majesty  <Cathedral>  (Heb  8:1- 
6,9:1-8,11-12). 

Sunil 

♦Instruction  for  the  erection  of  the  tabernacle  to  the  Israelites  (Ex  39:32- 
40:17). 

Lord  of  the  Sabbath:  plucking  of  the  ears  of  grain,  healing  of  the  man  with 
the  withered  hand,  Christ,  God's  chosen  servant  (Mt  12:1-22). 
♦♦Solomon's  dedication  of  the  temple  (IKgs  8:10-29). 

Old  earthly  sacrifice  and  new  heavenly  sacrifice  (Heb  8:1-9:10). 

Mount  Sion  and  the  heavenly  Jerusalem  <Cathedral>  (Heb  12:14-29). 

Sunlll 

God's  guidance  by  the  cloud  and  Israelite's  obedient  following,  offerings 
of  the  twelve  tribes  to  the  altar  (Num  7:1-11,  9:15-21). 

Cleansing  of  the  temple,  the  New  temple,  the  resurrected  Christ  (Jn  2:12- 
23). 

Rebuilding  of  the  city  of  Sion  (Is  54:1-16). 

New  heavenly  sacrifice  (Heb  9:5-16). 

True  Christian  preachers  of  the  Gospel,  greetings  and  final  blessings 
<  Cathedral  > 

(ICor  3:1-17,  16:13-14,  19-24). 


CHIDIAC  &  KHOURI-SARKIS,  "Pericopes"  369-370. 
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SunlV 

♦Solomon's  building  of  the  temple  (IKgs  6:1-20). 

Christ,  the  only  master:  the  Messiah,  the  son  of  David,  woe  to  the  Scribes 
and  Pharisees 
(Mt  22:41-23:23). 

Children  of  God,  teaching  on  prayer  <Cathedral> 

(Lk  ll:lb-4,  Mt  6:13b,  Lk  12:1a,  19:llb-12a,  12:5b-13). 

** Vision  of  Ezekiel,  the  glory  of  God  fills  the  temple(Ezk  43:1-7,  44:1- 

6). 

Sacrifice  of  the  new  covenant  is  the  perfect  one,  parousia  (Heb  9: 16-end). 
Praise  of  agape  love  and  its  characteristics  < Cathedral)  (ICor  12:28- 
13:13). 

SunV 

Spiritual  gifts  (ICor  14:1-12). 

2.  Themes  of  the  lessons 


The  commemorative  and  invocational  lessons  are  structured 
basically  on  two  themes:  Christ  the  Son  of  the  living  God,  and  the 
eschatological  realization  of  the  Church  in  the  heavenly  Jerusalem. 

a.  Christ  the  Son  of  the  Living  God 


Peter's  confession  as  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  living  God,  is  the 
thematic  center  of  the  commemorative  lessons  of  the  Period  of  the 
Dedication  of  the  Church.  The  theophanic  presence  in  the  temple  of  God 
in  the  OT  is  realized  through  the  Messianic  coming.  The  gloria  of  d- 
qanke  of  SunlV  describes  it  as  follows: 

O  son  Christ,  who  have  come  for  our  salvation,  remember  you 
her  combat  Church  which  you  have  begotten  of  Old,  and 
subject  to  her  the  peoples  desiring,  as  you  have  promised  to 
Peter  her  planter,  so  that  the  gates  of  Sheol  and  its  tyrannies 
may  not  prevail  over  her  to  generation  of  generations  (for  ever 
and  ever).  Confirm  your  word  to  her,  O  our  saviour,  because 
you  are  her  king  and  ruler  of  her  children  and  pride  of  her 
inhabitants^. 


^  Supplementum  Mysteriomm  160-161;  trans.  THEKKANATH,  Bride 
of  Christ  408. 
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The  commemorative  lessons  of  the  following  Sundays  of  this  period  confirm 
this  testimony.  Having  healed  the  withered  man  on  the  Sabbath  day,  Jesus 
showed  himself  as  the  Lord  of  the  Sabbath,  the  promised  chosen  servant 
of  God.  Accusing  the  false  teachers,  he  offered  the  model  of  the  true 
unique  master  whom  David  called  the  Lord.  Having  cleansed  the  temple 
he  confirmed  himself  as  the  new  temple.  The  Period  of  the  Dedication  of 
the  Church,  the  season  of  the  culmination  of  the  lectionary  system,  realizes 
the  sublime  revelation  in  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  living  God. 


b.  Eschatological  Realization  of  the  Church  in  the  Heavenly  Jerusalem 

The  invocational  lessons  of  this  period  are  centered  on  the 
theme  of  the  new  heavenly  sacrifice.  The  redeemed  community  finds 
eschatological  realization  with  the  redeemer  who  sits  at  the  right  hand  of 
the  throne  in  majesty.  The  Sion  of  the  OT  was  replaced  in  the  New 
Covenant  with  the  heavenly  Jerusalem,  and  the  old  earthly  sacrifice  with  a 
new  heavenly  sacrifice.  Among  the  variable  prayers  of  this  onita-d-bem  of 
Sunil  is  an  invitation  to  join  the  heavenly  beings  to  praise  the  Lord: 

O  guests,  the  sons  of  the  light,  come  near  and  take  delight  in 
the  wedding  feast  of  the  bridegroom,  who  has  invited  us  to  a 
new  life  and  has  constituted  us  heirs  in  the  heavenly  kingdom 
and  has  given  us  his  body  and  clothed  his  Church  in  splendid 
glory.  With  the  Spiritual  beings,  let  us  too  shout  thrice  and  call 
out  and  sing  to  him  saying:  halleluia^^. 

Both  Cathedral  and  Monastic  systems  give  the  lesson  of  agape  love  as  the 
greater  virtue  of  the  redeemed  community,  the  perfection  of  all  laws. 


Conclusion 


The  mystery  of  salvation,  called  the  divine  dispensation,  is 
commemorated  liturgically  in  the  units  of  the  lectionary  system  of  the 
Church  year  as  a  process  of  Revelation  and  and  as  a  process  of 
transformation.  The  commemorative  lessons  of  the  typological 
foreshadowing  and  of  the  anamnesis  of  the  Christ  events  in  various  units 
point  to  a  process  of  divine  revelation  which  finds  its  culmination  in  Christ. 
The  invocational  lessons  of  the  prophetic  admonitions  and  Apostolic 
exhortations  point  to  the  transformation  of  man  from  mortality  to 
immortality  through  the  redemption  achieved  through  Christ  and  realized 
finally  in  the  heavenly  Jerusalem. 


Supplementum  Mysterionim  157;  trans.  THEKKANATH,  Bride  of 
Christ  370. 
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In  order  to  comprehend  the  two  dimensions  of  revelation  and 
transformation  the  East  Syrian  concept  of  human  existence  and  cosmology 
must  be  deduced^^  Human  existence  is  divided  into  two  states,  the  present 
temporal  state  of  mutability,  corruptibility,  passibility  and  mortality,  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  future  state  of  immutability,  incorruptibility, 
impassibility  and  immortality.  The  division  actually  takes  place  on  a 
cosmological  level,  such  that  the  universe  is  divided  physically  by  a  solid 
firmament  into  two  worlds.  They  are  the  lower  world  where  we  now  dwell 
while  we  are  mortal,  and  the  upper  world  where  we  shall  live  after  the 
resurrection  of  the  dead. 

This  concept  can  be  observed  in  the  OT  where  this  division 
into  two  worlds  was  typified  by  the  tabernacle  of  the  covenant  that  Moses 
was  bidden  to  construct  (Ex  24:1-3,  Ex  25:40,  Ex  40:1-36).  The  tabernacle 
of  the  covenant  was  divided  by  a  veil  into  two  tabernacles,  of  which  the  one 
representing  this  world  could  be  entered  by  priests  at  all  times,  whereas  the 
other,  which  typified  the  future  world  of  Heaven,  could  be  entered  by  the 
high  priest  alone.  This  happened  only  once  a  year  and  was  the  type  of  the 
entry  of  Christ,  the  eternal  high  priest,  into  the  dwelling  place  of  heaven 
(Heb  9:  1-28). 

In  the  lectionary  system,  the  divine  revelation  imparted  in  the 
course  of  the  ages  progressively,  culminates  with  Christ's  revelation  through 
the  divine  dispensation  as  proclaimed  in  the  commemorative  lessons. 

The  process  that  would  transform  human  existence  from  mortality, 
passibility,  corrupibility  to  a  state  of  immortality,  impassibility, 
incorruptibility  through  the  divine  dispensation  is  stated  in  the  invocational 
lessons. 

The  enactment  of  both  the  process  of  revelation  and  process 
of  the  transformation  today  by  the  divine  dispensation  in  the  lectionary 
system  is  a  "saving  moment",  a  "vital  experience  of  redemption"  for  us: 
entering  in  to  its  milieu  one  encounters  the  salvific  life  where  Christ  is  the 
centre. 


The  cosmological  concept  and  the  concept  of  human  existence  are 
deduced  from  the  above  mentioned  hymns  of  Ephrem,  Aphrahat,  Narsai, 
Cyrus  of  Edessa.  Regarding  the  theological  synthesis  of  Cyrus  of  Edessa 
in  comparison  with  Theodore  of  Mopsuestia,  see  the  study:  MACOMBER, 
"Theological  Synthesis"  1-38,  364-384.  For  the  theological  synthesis  of 
feasts  in  general  see  TAFT,  Beyond  East  and  West  1-15.  Regarding  the 
theological  synthesis  of  the  divine  dispensation,  see  the  doctoral 
dissertation:  CHITTILAPPILLY,  Mdabbranutha  272-352. 


GENERAI.  CONCLUSION 


The  East  Syrian  lectionary  system  for  the  Church  year  is  a 
fixed  order  of  Scriptural  lessons  to  commemorate  liturgically  the  divine 
dispensation  in  a  particular  ecclesial  tradition.  Thereby  the  Church  receives 
the  divine  revelation  imparted  throughout  the  history  of  salvation  and 
accomplished  in  Christ,  and  invokes  graciously  the  transfonnation  of  the 
present  liturgical  community  into  the  fullness  of  the  redeemed  state. 
Although  the  divine  dispensation  is  liturgically  and  fully  reenacted  in  every 
eucharistic  celebration,  the  fixed  order  of  the  lessons  makes  anamnesis  and 
entreats  for  this  transformation  into  Christ,  and  furthermore  specifies 
particular  significance  each  eucharistic  celebration. 

The  lectionary  system  for  the  East  Syrian  church  Year,  seen 
in  the  lectionary  manuscripts,  goes  back  to  the  time  of  the  reform  of  Iso 
Yahb  III,  who  assigned  norms  for  a  distinctive  and  developed  lectionary 
usage.  The  manuscripts  of  the  East  Syrian  lectionaiy  reveal  the  existence 
of  four  distinct  usages:  1)  of  the  Upper  Monastery,  2)  of  Mosul,  3)  of  Beth 
Abhe  and  4)  the  Cathedral  usage.  All  the  four  lectionary  usages  have  in 
common  the  division  of  the  Church  year  into  different  periods.  The  lessons 
read  on  the  days  of  celebration  in  each  system  are  not  uniform,  however. 
The  variants  are  more  evident  between  the  Cathedral  and  Upper 
Monastery  systems,  whereas  the  first  three  systems,  namely  Upper 
Monastery,  Mosul  and  Beth  'Abhe  show  greater  agreement  in  the  selection 
of  lessons.  On  the  basis  of  the  selection  of  the  lessons  and  agreement  in 
their  arrangement,  they  represent,  as  a  unit,  the  monastic  usage.  There  are 
continuous  and  non-continuous  lessons,  composite  and  non-composite 
lessons  in  both  monastic  and  Cathedral  usages.  None  of  these  can  be  seen 
as  particular  features  of  any  single  usage. 

The  origins  of  the  East  Syrian  monastic  lectionary  systems  go 
back  to  the  norms  put  forward  by  Iso  Yahb  III  (650/651-658),  the 
catholicos  of  Seleucia  Ctesiphon.  The  manuscript  evidence  allows  us  to 
assume  that  the  monastic  systems  originated  immediately  after  his  liturgical 
reform.  The  manuscript  witnesses  show  that  these  systems  had  been 
established  in  the  Monasteiy  of  Beth  'Abhe  in  connection  with  a  monk 
Hnaniso,  the  collaborator  of  the  liturgical  reform  of  the  Catholicos. 
Meanwhile,  the  large  number  of  extant  manuscripts  of  the  Upper 
Monastery  lectionary  system  reflects  the  fact  that  the  Upper  Monastery,  the 
liturgical  center  which  played  a  great  role  in  the  history  of  East  Syrian  rite, 
remained  the  chief  proponent  of  this  lectionary  system.  The  usage  of 
Mosul,  as  its  manuscripts  state,  is  but  a  version  of  the  Upper  monastery 
system  as  practiced  in  the  city  of  Mosul. 

The  structural  evidence  proves  that  the  Cathedral  lectionary 
system  originated  with  the  monastic  systems  in  accordance  with  the  norms 
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of  the  liturgical  reform  based  on  the  early  Syrian  lectionary  system.  That 
this  Cathedral  system  is  no  later  than  the  other,  monastic  usages,  seems 
likely  because,  this  system  is  attributed  to  the  Cathedral  of  the  champion 
of  the  liturgical  reform. 

Iso  Yahb  III. 

The  Upper  Monastery  lectionary  system  has  remained  in  force 
up  to  the  present  time,  with  ongoing  developments  and  additions.  The 
published  lectionary  system  of  the  East  Syrian  tradition,  in  use  in  the 
Assyrian  Church  of  the  East,  the  Chaldean  and  Malabar  Catholic  Churches, 
corresponds  to  this  Upper  Monastery  usage,  with  added  commemorations 
of  particular  significance  for  each  Church. 

The  feasts  are  the  center  of  each  period  and  the  lessons  are 
arranged  either  as  a  prolongation  or  as  a  preparation  for  the  feasts.  In 
addition  to  Sundays,  Fridays  are  seen  as  days  of  commemoration  which 
complement  the  spirit  of  the  particular  period.  The  feasts  are  celebrated 
uniformly  in  all  four  usages.  Days  of  Commemorations  are  especially 
developed  in  the  Upper  Monastery,  Mosul  and  Beth  'Abhe  manuscripts. 
Commemorations  on  Fridays  are  expressed  more  in  UM,  Mosul  and 
Beth'Abhe,  especially  outside  the  Epiphany  season,  while  the  days  of 
commemoration  on  fixed  dates  are  more  represented  in  the  Cathedral 
system. 

According  to  the  lectionary  usages,  certain  periods,  with  their 
numbering  of  weeks  and  the  order  of  lessons,  are  seen  to  be  interconnected 
and  appear  as  a  unit.  Such  periods  are  Annunciation- Nativity,  Apostles- 
Summer,  and  Elijah-Cross-Moses.  Three  key  feasts  mark  these  periods, 
namely  the  feasts  of  Nativity,  Apostles  and  Cross. 

The  division  of  the  East  Syrian  lectionaiy  system  into  seven 
different  periods  traces  its  antecedents  to  the  old  Assyrian  (West  Asian) 
Pentecontad  Calendar,  in  which  a  Pentecontad  period  comprised  seven 
weeks  and  a  day  while  the  year  consisted  of  seven  Pentecontads  plus 
fourteen  intercalated  days. 

In  the  East  Syrian  Church  lessons  are  assigned  only  for 
Eucharistic  services,  with  the  exception  of  Paschal  Thursday,  Passion 
Friday,  Saturday  of  Light,  Resurrection  and  Pentecost.  The  practice  of 
indicating  the  incipit  and  explicit  of  the  lessons  among  the  propers  of  the 
Eucharistic  liturgy  in  the  Hudra  manuscripts,  is  a  systematization  of  the 
Upper  Monastery.  Note,  however,  that  not  all  Hudra  manuscripts  indicate 
the  lessons.  Early  sources  which  prescribe  lessons  are  lectionary  rather  than 
Hudra  manuscripts. 

The  comparative  study  of  the  East  Syrian  lectionary  systems 
with  the  early  extant  lectionary  systems,  shows  that  the  antecedents  of  the 
East  Syrian  lectionary  systems  are  found  in  the  Early  Syrian  lectionary 
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system,  which  in  turn,  was  modelled  on  the  Jerusalem  system  and  was 
developed  under  its  influence.  Structural  evidence  of  the  East  Syrian 
systems  shows  that  there  was  a  primitive  common  lectionary  system 
followed  by  the  East  Syrians  before  the  development  of  separate  Cathedral 
and  monastic  lectionary  systems.  It  may  be  assumed  that  this  early  East 
Syrian  lectionary  system  was  a  modified  version  of  the  Early  Syrian 
lectionaiy  system,  modelled  in  the  East  Syrian  milieu  in  accordance  with 
local  canonical  regulations  and  practices. 

The  theologically  developed  and  liturgically  well-organized 
East  Syrian  lectionary  usage  celebrates  the  divine  dispensation  within  the 
framework  of  various  units  of  the  system.  The  dynamic  structure  of  the 
East  Syrian  lectionary  system  contains  a  series  of  commemorative  and 
invocational  lessons.  The  commemorative  lessons  comprise  a  typological 
sequence  of  OT  lessons  and  the  NT  account  of  the  Christ  event.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  invocational  lessons  consist  of  the  presentation  of 
prophetical  admonitions  and  of  Apostolic  exhortations.  The  Apostolic 
exhortation  is  an  appeal  from  the  Pauline  Epistles  to  the  Christian 
community  for  life  in  Christ.  The  prophetical  admonition,  however,  aimed 
mostly  at  the  chosen  people  of  God,  Israel,  prefigures  the  nature  of  the 
apostolic  exhortation. 

The  series  of  commemorative  lessons,  together  with  the 
sequence  of  the  invocational  lessons,  constitute  the  theology  of  the  entire 
system  as  well  as  of  each  unit  and  day.  The  commemorative  and 
invocational  themes  on  which  the  lessons  are  structured  are  as  follows: 

1.  Period  of  Annunciation- Nativity:  Coming  of  the  Messiah  and  the 
beginning  of  the  new  era  of  salvation. 

2.  Period  of  Epiphany:  Divine  manifestation  in  Christ  and  rebirth  by 
the  Spirit. 

3.  Period  of  Great  Lent:  Christ  the  revealed  Word  of  God  and  new 
life  in  Christ. 

4.  Period  of  Resurrection:  Glorification  of  Christ  and  Beginning  of 
the  Messianic  community. 

5.  Period  of  Apostles  and  Summer:  Universal  call  to  discipleship  of 
Christ,  and  the  Spirit  guided  Messianic  community. 

6.  Period  of  Elijah,  Cross  and  Moses:  Kingdom  of  God  and  Church, 
the  redeemed  community. 

7.  Period  of  the  Dedication  of  the  Church:  Christ,  the  Son  of  the 
Living  God  and  eschatological  realization  of  the  redeemed  community 
in  the  heavenly  Jerusalem. 

The  commemorative  lessons  of  the  typological  recall  and 
anamnesis  of  the  Chnst  events  in  the  various  units  orient  to  a  process  of 
revelation  of  God  throughout  the  history  of  salvation  which  culminates  in 
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Christ,  the  Son  of  Living  God.  The  invocational  lessons  of  the  prophetical 
admonitions  and  Apostolic  exhortations  focus  on  the  transformation  of  man 
from  mortality  to  immortality  through  redemption,  achieved  by  Christ  and 
to  be  realized  finally  in  the  heavenly  Jerusalem.  The  two  poles,  revelation 
and  transformation,  of  the  East  Syrian  theology  of  the  divine  dispensation 
enacted  in  the  lectionary  system  are  observed  in  the  early  hymns  of 
Ephrem,  the  Demonstrations  of  Aphrahat,  the  Homilies  of  Narsai,  and  the 
Explanations  of  Cyrus  of  Edessa.  The  commemorative  as  well  as  the 
invocational  lessons  focus  the  mystery  of  salvation  today  as  a  continual  sign 
of  present  reality  for  the  liturgical  community. 

Although  this  is  basically  an  historical  and  structural  study  of 
the  lectionary  system,  our  interest  is  not  with  the  past.  As  a  student  of 
liturgiology,  I  have  attempted  to  record  the  voice  of  the  past  and  hope  that 
this  work  may  serve  a  pastoral  aim  for  the  future  of  the  Churches  of  the 
East  Syrian  tradition.  With  this  in  mind  I  would  put  forward  three 
proposals  relative  to  this  tradition: 

1.  The  creation  of  a  two  year  lectionary  system  for  the  East  Syrian 
Churches  by  restoring  the  Cathedral  usage.  The  same  OT  lessons  of 
the  existing  Upper  Monastery  system  would  be  preserved  for  both 
years  while  NT  lessons  would  be  variable  for  each  year. 

2.  For  week  days,  the  two  year  lectionary  system  would  prolong  the 
Sunday  lessons,  either  by  triming  the  long  lessons  of  Sunday  and 
reserving  the  central  theme  for  that  Sunday,  distributing  the 
complementary  themes  for  the  week  days  or  taking  new  lessons  in 
relation  with  the  themes  of  the  spirit  of  the  period  as  well  as  of  the 
prolongation  of  the  Sunday. 

3.  To  fix  the  periods  uniformly  to  the  ideal  number  of  seven  as  a 
symbol  of  completeness  and  perfection. 

These  proposals  neither  ignore  the  cultural  and  geographical 
differences  of  the  Churches  of  this  tradition  nor  do  they  suggest  a 
complete  uniformity  between  the  Churches  of  the  same  tradition.  Rather, 
the  purpose  is  to  appreciate  fully  the  reenactment  of  Christ  event  in  the 
East  Syrian  tradition  via  further  concretization,  within  the  cultural  and 
geographical  milieu  of  the  present  community.  For  liturgy  is  the  anamnesis 
of  the  Christ  event  in  the  ecclesial  tradition  now. 
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THE  EAST  SYRIAN  LECTIONARY 
An  Hist orico- Liturgical  Study 


This  book  offers  an  historico-liturgical  analysis  of  the  East 
Syrian  lectionary  on  the  basis  of  the  available  manuscripts  and 
printed  texts.  The  historical  study  is  made  by  examining  the 
early  lectionary  systems  of  the  East  Syrian  tradition  (Upper 
Monastery,  Mosul,  Beth’Abhe  and  Cathedral)  by  comparing 
them  with  one  another,  and  with  other  extant  early  systems 
(Early  Syrian  and  Jerusalem).  The  liturgical  themes  are  deduced 
by  analyzing  the  literary  genre  of  the  units  of  the  systems.  In 
this  process  the  distinct  nature  of  East  Syrian  lectionary  is  de¬ 
scribed  and  its  peculiarities  highlightened.  It  is  evident  that  the 
hymns  and  homilies  of  the  early  syriac  doctors  are  complemen¬ 
tary  to  the  liturgical  themes  of  the  lectionary  system. 
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